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Fox Chase Pilgrimage 10/4/08 and 10/5/08

It has become a tradition for
many years that at the
beginning of the month of
October the clergy and faithful
of our Archdiocese take part
in a Pilgrimage on the Feast
Day of the Protection of the
Mother of God, which takes
place at the monastery of the
Sisters of St. Basil the Great in
Fox Chase, Jenkintown, PA.

This year’s seventy seventh
pilgrimage began on Saturday,
October 4th 2008 with a
Young Adult Gathering. In a
candlelight procession, singing
the hymn “Always Protect Us,
Dear Virgin Mary”, the youth
arrived at the Shrine of Our
Lady of Pochayiv, where clergy,
sisters and faithful gathered. The
Akathist to the Mother of God
was celebrated. The main
Celebrant and Homilist was
Rev. Nestor Iwasiw, who spoke
about the role of the Blessed
Virgin Mary in the life of our
people. Our youth sang verses
of the service remarkably. Sister
Markella Venher, OSBM,
prepared the youth for this
service.  After the Akathist, the
Auxi l iary Bishop of the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia,
John Bura, blessed all who were
present with Holy Water.

The Young Adult Dialog was
held in the Basilian Spirituality

Center under the direction of
Fr. Michael Polosky and Sr.
Markella. During this evening,

the youth had a wonderful
opportunity for communication
and spiritual reflections.

On Sunday, October 5th a
Hierarchical Diving Liturgy was
celebrated in the auditorium.
The main Celebrant and
Homilist was Metropolitan
Archbishop Stefan Soroka. The
Concelebrants were Auxiliary
Bishop John Bura and Bishop
Basil Losten, Bishop-emeritus of
the Stamford diocese, as well
as other pr iests of the
Philadelphia and Stamford
dioceses.  Seminarians of St.
Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic
Seminary in Washington, DC,
accompanied the Liturgy with

their melodious singing of
responses.  The children from
St. Josaphat School from

Phi ladelphia, PA sang
Communion Hymns.

In his sermon Metropolitan
Stefan talked about the divine
intercession and care of our
Heavenly Mother and about
her readiness to come and
always help us. At the end of
Liturgy Mother Superior of the
monastery, Sr. Laura Palka,
OSBM sincerely thanked all for
their participation and asked
to pray for the beatification of
Mother Helena Langevych,
OSBM the founder of the
Sisters of St. Basil in the USA.

On Sunday in the afternoon,
Sr. Lydia Anna Sawka, OSBM

conducted the program for
children in the form of a dialog
on the theme of vocations,
where they talked about the
roles of unmarried, married
couples, priests, and sisters in
society.

Moleben to the Blessed Mother
of God was celebrated by
Bishop John Bura accompanied
by priests and the singing of
the choir of St. Vladimir’s
Ukrainian Catholic Church from
Elizabeth, NJ.  The homilist was
Fr. Wasyl Kharuk, who
addressed the faithful about the
necessity to honor the Blessed
Virgin Mary and spoke about
the historical admiration among
our people.

The Mystery of Holy Anointing
(Healing) took place after
Moleben, where the faithful
received the blessing and
anointing with the holy oil for
the healing of soul and body.

During these wonderful autumn
days the pi lgr ims had a
beauti ful opportuni ty for
spiritual renewal as well as
once again to ask our
Heavenly Protectress for help
and intercession for themselves
and their families. May all our
prayers and requests be heard.
Holy Mother of God, save us,
pray for us and protect us!

Presidential Election Evangelization

"We magnify you, O Holy Mother of God and we beseech protection under your veil."
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Fr. Michael Polosky and Sr. Markella

Venher, OSBM, with the young adults.

Fox Chase Pilgrimage 10/4/08 - Young Adult Gathering

Fox Chase Pilgrimage 10/4/08 - Akathist to the
Mother of God

Rev. Nestor

Iwasiw, Homilist.

The Annual
Archeparchial Women’s Day

March 28, 2009

Keep this date
open

“From Grief to Grace”
Speaker: Dr. Kimberly Hashin

More information to follow.



Fox Chase Pilgrimage 10/5/08 - Liturgy

Hymns: Children from St. Josaphat School.

Choir: Seminarians.

Celebrant and Homilist: Archbishop Stefan Soroka
(center) with Concelebrants: Bishop John Bura and
Bishop Basil Losten.

See more pictures and watch video clips
from the pilgrimage on our blog.

www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

Some of the members of the UAYA, Philadelphia
Branch along with Metropolitan Stefan and Bishop
John. (Picture provided by Myron Soltys.)

3October 26, 2008



4October 26, 2008

Fox Chase Pilgrimage 10/5/08 - Children's Program

Fox Chase Pilgrimage 10/5/08 - Moleben

The focus of the Children's Program led by
Sister Lydia Anna Sawka, OSBM, was
vocations.  The children took turns in
participating in the discussion by stating the
roles of single people, married couples,
priests and nuns.

The children also participated in a craft. The
children drew a person on a piece of paper
and wrote things about themselves on it,
like their favorite hobbies and sports.
Children could also color, use stickers and
even put their fingerprint on their craft to
show that everyone is special and unique.

Students
from St.
Basil's
Academy
along with
the faithful
during the
Moleben.

Choir: St. Vladimir's Ukrainian
Catholic Church (Elizabeth, NJ)

Homilist: Rev. Wasyl Kharuk

Procession.



A NOTE ABOUT THE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE VOTER GUIDE

As a service to Catholic voters, the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference (PCC) has a long-standing tradition of
surveying candidates for political office and educating voters about key Catholic issues.  The presidential
candidates did not respond to the questionnaire by the deadline.  To inform and enlighten voters, the PCC
gathered data from voting records, public statements, campaign materials and other public sources looking
for illustrations of each candidate’s views on various issues.  The resulting “voter guide” is for information
purposes only.  The information in the bulletin insert is found on PCC’s website (www.pacatholic.org) with
citations to the most original source possible.  On the website, every statement is connected to a hyperlink
that takes the viewer directly to the source so he or she can read the candidates’ comments or roll call vote
directly.  The Conference neither supports nor opposes any candidate for public office.  Ultimately, each
voter must inform his or her own conscience and cast a vote accordingly before God.  Each of us is
responsible for our own free will choices inside and outside the voting booth.

We live in a remarkable
t ime.  The amount of
information at our fingertips
about the upcoming
election for president is
amazing.  Type “Barack
Obama” or “John McCain”
into your favorite internet
search engine, you get at
least 70 million hits each for
candidate.  Cable shows
talk about the election
around the clock.  Network
news has updates every
morning and evening.  Talk
radio is never silent.  Even
several bestselling books
are by or about the
candidates.

I t is easy to get
overwhelmed.  Yet, as
faithful citizens, we have a
moral obligation to get
involved in the political
process.  We have a
responsibility to learn about
our political options so our
conscience is well informed
before making a decision
at the voting booth.

As a service to Catholic
voters, the Pennsylvania
Catholic Conference (PCC)
sent a questionnaire to both

candidates seeking their
opinions on 16 specific
quest ions.  Neither
campaign responded by
the deadline. Therefore, in
keeping with its mission to
educate and inform
Catholics about public
policy, the PCC researched
the candidates to ascertain
their positions on the issues.
PCC staff and a team of
Catholic journalists and
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
professionals from around
the state gathered
information from voting
records, public statements,
campaign materials and
other publ ic sources
looking for illustrations of
each candidate’s views on
various issues.

The PCC published the
data on i ts websi te
(www.pacatholic.org), in its
newsletter, and a two-page
bul let in insert .  Al l
information cites the most
original source possible.
On the website, every
statement is connected to
a hyperlink that takes the
viewer directly to the source
so he or she can read the

candidates’ comments or
roll call vote directly.

Research on voting records
was conducted using three
sources: the independent
govtrack.us website, the
Library of Congress’
THOMAS website, and the
website of the U.S. Senate
i tsel f .  Most other
statements were derived
from the candidates’ own
political websites or quotes
at public appearances as
reported in the media.  The
internet is a particularly
valuable tool for informing
the conscience about an
election.

The PCC researched a wide
range of topics about the
right to life and the dignity
of the human person,
marriage and family, justice
and peace, religious liberty,
and others. The outcome of
the November election will
affect the future of many
issues.  The topics in the
PCC materials are
arranged alphabetically
simply for convenience. The
document is for information
purposes only.  The

Conference neither
supports nor opposes any
candidate for public office.

The comments, votes and
statements in the PCC
materials are merely
snapshots from each
candidate’s public career
and campaign for president.
The candidates also
represent the platforms of
their political parties, which
may offer a broader
perspective of the issues.
Voters should keep their
eyes and ears open
throughout the election
season to cont inual ly
enl ighten their
understanding of the
candidates and their
positions.

Whether he or she logs on,
tunes in, reads up or listens
attentively, ultimately, each
voter must inform his or her
own conscience and cast
a vote accordingly before
God.  Each of us is
responsible for our own
free will choices inside and
outside the voting booth.

“Googling” your conscience
By A. B. Hill
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A Call to Faithful Citizenship and Respect for Life

For more information
please visit...

 www.faithfulcitizenship.org

and

www.pacatholic.org
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October is Respect
Life Month – a special time
each year when we
prayerfully reflect on how
each person at every
stage of life deserves
dignity and respect, and
when we remind ourselves
of the need to protect the
most vulnerable among us.

            It is also a time
when we must pause to
give thanks to God for the
freedom we enjoy as
Americans and as citizens
of Pennsylvania to
participate in civic life.
Recognizing our
responsibility to promote
the common good, we
encourage our Catholic
citizens, after they have
formed their consciences
in accord with right reason
and Church teaching, to
take the opportunity that
our democracy affords
them to influence the
choices their government
bodies will make in the
future.

            We encourage
our Catholic people to
read and study the
document of our United
States Conference of
Catholic Bishops Forming
Consciences for Faithful
Citizenship: A Call to
Political Responsibility from
the Catholic Bishops of the
United States (available at
www.faithfulcitizenship.org).
This document provides a
good overview of Catholic
teaching on important

issues affecting public
policy in our nation and
here in Pennsylvania,
reminding us that the core
of Catholic moral and
social teaching is respect
for the life and dignity of
every human person.

            We wish to
rei terate that the
intentional destruction of
innocent human life, as in
abortion and euthanasia,
is not just one issue among
many.  Time and time
again, we bishops have
taught that the right to life
is the most basic and
fundamental human right
and must always be
defended.  Intrinsic evils
can never be supported.
Catholic teaching does not
treat all issues as morally
equivalent.  The protection
of human l i fe from
conception until natural
death is the preeminent
obligation of a truly just
society.

The Cathol ic
Church teaches a
consistent ethic of life which
includes important
teaching also on issues of
war and peace, economic
justice, care of the needy
and vulnerable, education,
stewardship of the Lord’s
creation, etc.   We have a
moral obligation to defend
human life and dignity, to
protect the poor and the
vulnerable, and to work
for justice and peace. At
the same time, however,

we must never forget the
words of our late Holy
Father, Pope John Paul II.
He wrote, “Above all, the
common outcry, which is
justly made on behalf of
human rights – for
example, the right to
health, to home, to work,
to family, to culture – is
false and illusory if the right
to life, the most basic and
fundamental right and the
condition for all other
personal rights, is not
defended with maximum
determination.”  (On the
Vocation and Mission of
the Lay Faithful, no. 38)

            We encourage
the Catholic citizens of
Pennsylvania to study
carefully the Church’s
teaching as they prepare

for Election Day.  We
bishops do not endorse
any candidate or party.
Our role is to teach and
form consciences.  Above
all else, we seek to ensure
that the message of the
Gospel is heard and
upheld.  Many of the
issues facing our nation
and our Commonwealth
have important moral and
ethical dimensions. We
urge our Catholic faithful
to be informed and guided
by the moral truths of our
faith and to exercise faithful
citizenship.

            May the Holy
Spirit guide us with His
manifold gifts!  May God
bless our nation and our
Commonwealth with His
abundant grace!
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Gospel for St. Demetrius, Martyr - 10/26/08
John 15:17- 16:2

St. Demetrius
St. Demetrius of
Thessaloniki was a
Christian martyr who lived
in the 4th century. He is also
referred to as “the
Megalomartyr” (Great
Martyr) by the Greeks.

Demetrius was a general in
the Roman army and a high
official in Thessaloniki. He
was arrested for preaching
the gospel and converting
pagans even after an edict
was issued prohibit ing
Christians from doing so.
While imprisoned, a young
Roman soldier named
Nestor, who was a
Christian disciple of his,
visited him in his cell. Nestor
asked Demetrius to bless
him as he had made up his
mind to duel against a
pagan named Lyaeus, who
was chal lenging any
Chris t ian to f ight him.
Demetrius blessed young
Nestor with the words: “You
will defeat Lyaeus and win
a crown of martyrdom”.

Nestor then proceeded to
challenge Lyaeus and with
the words “God of
Demetr ius, help me!”
attacked and killed his pagan
opponent.

At this, emperor Maximian
order the execution of both
Nestor and Demetrius. Saint
Nestor was beheaded while
Saint Demetrius was run
through with spears ca 306.

Demetrius was extremely
popular in the Middle Ages
and, along with Saint
George, he was the patron
of the Crusades.

St. Demetrius’ relics are kept
in Thessaloniki, Greece, a city
of which he is the patron
saint . His memory is
celebrated on the October
26. He is also revered by the
Serbian Orthodox Church as
Mitar, having a feast of
Mitrovdan on November 8th.

St . Demetr ius is also

commonly spelled as St.
Dimitrios by Greek migrants
in Australia and the United
States, and commenly
depicted in icons with the
White Tower of Thessaloniki
in the background. The tower
depicted in the icons was
build in the 16th century,

centuries after his life, as
the architecture of the older
tower in the exact site is
unknown.

http://wiki.phantis.com/
index.php/St._Demetrius

This is my command: Love
each other.

“If the world hates you,
keep in mind that it hated
me first. If you belonged to
the world, it would love you
as its own. As it is, you do
not belong to the world, but
I have chosen you out of
the world. That is why the
world hates you. Remember
the words I spoke to you:
‘No servant is greater than

his master. ’ I f they
persecuted me, they will
persecute you also. If they
obeyed my teaching, they
will obey yours also. They
will treat you this way
because of my name, for
they do not know the One
who sent me. If I had not
come and spoken to them,
they would not be guilty of
sin. Now, however, they
have no excuse for their sin.
He who hates me hates my
Father as well. If I had not
done among them what no

one else did, they would
not be guilty of sin. But now
they have seen these
miracles, and yet they have
hated both me and my
Father. But this is to fulfill
what is written in their Law:
‘They hated me without
reason.’

“When the Counselor
comes, whom I will send to
you from the Father, the
Spirit of truth who goes out
from the Father, he will

testify about me. And you
also must testify, for you
have been with me from the
beginning.

“All this I have told you so
that you will not go astray.
They will put you out of the
synagogue; in fact, a time
is coming when anyone
who kills you will think he
is offering a service to God.



Ask Fr. Yaroslav

Q. A friend of mine
recently attended church
with me and was very
much impressed with the
symbolism.  She asked me
some questions but I was
at a loss to answer them.
Could you write a few
words about some of the
symbols in our church?

A. The Ukrainian Catholic
Church abounds with the use
of symbols.  These symbols are
those realities which have the
power and competence of
manifesting God to us, signs
which carry us beyond
ourselves and into the genuine
union and knowledge of things
eternal and divine.

Among the Christian Symbols
that we use in our Churches
are: Icons, the Sign of the Cross
and vestments for the Liturgical
celebrations.  We can also
mention the use of LIGHTS,
normally the natural light of
candles which leads us to
Christ, the Light of the World
and of the Kingdom of God.
Generally speaking, LIGHT is
a universal symbol for the
mystical Presence of God and
the True, the Beautiful and the
Good.  This is witnessed in
almost al l rel igions,
philosophies, and artist ic
expressions.

The Ukrainian Catholic Church
follows the Bible in its use of
INCENSE. (Exodus 30:8, Psalm
141:2, Luke 1:9, & Revelation
8:3) .  INCENSE IS THE
SYMBOL OF THE RISING OF
PRAYERS, of spiritual sacrifice
and of the sweet-smelling
fragrance of the kingdom of
God.

The Church also uses BREAD,
WINE, WHEAT, OIL, WATER,
FLOWERS, and FRUIT as signs
of God’s love, Mercy,

Goodness, Life and the very
presence given to us in
creation and salvation.  These
are only a few of the Symbols
used in the Ukrainian Catholic
Church.

Q. Are the Sacraments the
same in the our Ukrainian
Catholic Church as they are
in the Roman Church?

A. Yes they are.  The two
Tradit ions have s imply
developed different names for
them.  The “Sacraments” (in
the Roman Church) or the
“Holy Myster ies” in the
Ukrainian Church are the same
seven and used in the entire
Catholic Church.

THE MYSTERY OF BAPTISM
(Same name in the Roman
Church)
Baptism in the Ukrainian Church
is usually by triple immersion
as a more visible sign of the
Trinity, and also our share in
the resurrection of Christ on
the third day.  The ceremony,
which begins in the nave of
the church and continues either
at the “tetrapod” or baptistry,
features a lighted candle (from
darkness to the light which is
Christ), the white baptismal robe
(the newness of life received)
and the anointing with olive
oil of the five senses, heart and
shoulders (for their instrumental
roles in express ing this
illuminated new life.)

THE MYSTERY OF
CHRISMATION (Cal led
“Confirmation” in the Roman
Church)
In our Church, Baptism is
followed immediately with this
second of the Holy Mysteries
of initiation, following the
practice of Paul in Acts 19:5-6
and of Philip in Acts 8:14-17.
The CHRISM (holy oi l ) ,
symbolizing Christ, the anointed

of God, used is consecrated
by the bishop on Holy Thursday
each year.  The priest, who is
the administrator of the Mystery
of Chrismation, uses the words,
“The seal of the Gift of the
Holy Spirit.”  This fulfills our
personal Pentecost and, as
such, activates our baptismal
life in Christ.

THE EUCHARIST  (Same name
in the Roman Church)
Some Ukrainian Catholic
Churches, depending on the
diocesan regulations and the
new code of canon law,
complete the threefold
sacraments of initiation by
administering the Eucharist
immediately fol lowing
chrismation.  During the Divine
Liturgy, COMMUNION IS
ADMINISTERED UNDER BOTH
SPECIES OF BREAD (leavened)
AND WINE, REVERENTLY
PLACED (usually with a spoon)
INTO THE MOUTH OF THE
RECIPIENT, who should assist
the priest by holding the
communion cloth under the
chin.  It is customary for the
priest to mention the first name
of the individual during the
prayer of reception.

CONFESSION OR
RECONCILIATION  (Same
name in the Roman Church)
The sacramental mystery of
penance forgives s ins
committed after baptism.  In the
Ukrainian Catholic Church, the
most traditional and proper way
of penance is the confession
of sins to the priest before the
Icon of Our Lord, followed by
the Prayer of Forgiveness as
the priest imposes his hand on
the penitent.

THE MYSTERY OF
CROWNING OR
MATRIMONY (Matrimony in
the Roman Church)
While the contract remains the
LEGAL aspect of the marriage,

the Mystery emphasizes (and
requires) the blessing of the
priest as the principal witness
of the church to the now unified
couple.  The mystery of
crowning, the heavenly
reflection of this unity, is an
integral part of the blessing for
first marriages. (i.e. marriages
of couples who are not widows
or widowers).

THE MYSTERY OF HOLY
ORDERS (Same name in the
Roman Church)
Marriage and priesthood are
not incompatible sacraments in
the Ukrainian Catholic Church.
Priests have an option to marry
prior to ordination.  However,
this right was suspended in
North America in April of 1929
due to pressure from the Roman
Church here.  While the church
law of celibacy still exists here,
married men are ordained as
priests in other parts of the
world, and even employed as
pastors in U.S. dioceses.  The
Mystery of Holy Orders is of
three degrees.  Deacon, Priest,
Bishop.  The fullness of Holy
Orders is the Bishop who must
always be celibate.  It has been
the constant practice of the
church as well as the canon
law of the church to admit only
baptized males to this Holy
Mystery.

THE MYSTERY OF UNCTION
OF THE SICK (Called anointing
of the sick in the Roman Church)
Those who are ill may receive
the mystery of Holy anointing.
In strict Ukrainian/Byzantine
tradition this mystery should be
administered by seven priests,
but in practice it may be
administered by one priest.  It
includes the imposition of the
Gospel book after the
anointing.  In some of our
churches a common service of
the Mystery of Unction is
observed on the Wednesday
of Holy Week.
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Visiting Sr. Thomas, SSMI 

at St. Joseph’ Adult Care Home & St. Mary’s Villa 

Saturday, September 20, 2008 

 
The Most Reverend Stefan Soroka, Metropolitan–

Archbishop, Ukrainian Catholic Archepathy of 

Philadelphia (2nd from left)  , and colleagues  

at visit with  Sr. Thomas. SSMI. recuperating   

from  a broken leg after a recent accidental fall. 

 

 

 

Coincidentally, Bishop Soroka snapped the photo 

of one of Sister’s many success stories–Charlotte 
and Albert Simon, who had also stopped by for a 

brief visit as well.  

1 2October 26, 2008



1 3October 26, 2008

From the Archbishop's Desk

St. John The Baptist Church-Newark  $   5,000.00
Assumption B.V.M. Church-Perth Amboy  $   4,600.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Jersey City  $   3,731.00
Annunciation B.V.M. Church-Melrose  $   3,500.00
St. Nicholas Church-Passaic  $   3,135.00
St. Vladimir Church-Elizabeth  $   2,500.00
Christ The King Church-Phila.  $   2,317.00
St. Anne Church-Warrington  $   2,255.00
Immaculate Conception Cathedral  $   1,950.00
St. Nicholas Church-Wilmington  $   1,715.00
St. Stephen’s Church-Toms River  $   1,695.00
St. Nicholas Church-Phila  $   1,481.00
Transfiguration Church-Shamokin  $   1,389.00
SS. Cyril & Methodius-Olyphant  $   1,300.00
St. Michael’s Church-Baltimore  $   1,293.10
St. Nicholas Church-Milllville  $   1,243.00
Nativity of B.V.M. Church-New Brunswick  $   1,150.00
Holy Trinity Church-Silver Spring  $   1,055.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Williamstown  $   1,000.00
Assumption B.V.M. Church-Bayonne  $     950.00
St. Michael’s Church-Manville  $     800.00
Immaculate Conception-Hillside  $     700.00
Presentation of Our Lord-Lansdale  $     595.00
St. Josaphat Church-Trenton  $     555.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Curtis Bay  $     510.00
Roman & Eleanor F.  Fedorak  $     500.00
Holy Ghost Church-Chester  $     500.00
Nativity of B.V.M. Church-Reading  $     475.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Plymouth  $     387.00
St. Josaphat Church-Bethlehem  $     379.00
Holy Ghost Church-West Easton  $     300.00

SS. Peter & Paul Church-Bridgeport  $      300.00
St. Mary’s Church - Carteret  $      300.00
St. John The Baptist-Northampton  $      292.00
Protection of the B.V.M.-Bristol  $      286.00
St. Nicholas Church-Glen Lyon  $      250.00
St. Nicholas Church-Great Meadows  $      250.00
St. John The Baptist-Richmond  $      225.00
St. Nicholas Church-Minersville  $      200.00
SS. Cyril & Methodius-Berwick  $      200.00
St. Basil’s Church-Chesapeake City  $      200.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Phoenixville  $      172.00
SS. Peter & Paul Church-Wilke Barre  $      170.00
St. Michael’s Church-Hazelton  $      165.00
Annunciation B.V.M.-Manassas  $      150.00
St. Michael’s Church-Shenandoah  $      150.00
Transfiguration Church-Nanticoke  $      114.00
Holy Cross Monastery  $      109.00
St. Vladimir Church-Palmerton  $      105.00
Walter Ostapiak  $      100.00
Dr. Eugene Hudyma  $      100.00
St. Michael’s Church-Pottstown  $       95.00
St. Vladimir Church-Edwardsville  $       80.00
Anonymous  $       50.00
Peter Cichanowsky  $       50.00
Missionary Sisters of Mother of God  $       50.00
Edward & Maryann Bramlage  $       50.00
Assumption B.V.M. Church-Centralia  $       50.00
Grace L. Blendy  $       20.00
Sr. Lydia Anna Sawka, OSBM  $       10.00

Total:  $ 53,253.10

Name  Amount

Flood in Ukraine 2008
Donations

Name  Amount

YOUR FLOOD RELIEF DONATIONS ARE HELPING

Various parishes of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia generously
responded to the appeal for funds to assist the victims of this summer’s devastating floods
in Ukraine.  Metropolitan Stefan was able to distribute $42,000 to the bishops of the
three eparchies principally affected; namely, the Eparchy of Ivano-Frankivsk, the Eparchy
of Kolomeya-Chernivtsi, and the Eparchy of Stryj.  The floods destroyed many villages,
homes, and crops.  The bishops were very appreciative of the immediate assistance
offered by the faithful of our archeparchy.  The funds will be used to assist the victims in
their personal needs.

Funds received after Metropolitan Stefan’s trip to Ukraine for the synod are being forwarded to assist the
victims of the floods.  Those affected by the floods are now facing the harsh winter and will continue to need
help.  Donations can be sent to the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia at 827 N. Franklin Street,
Philadelphia, PA  19123.  The total received to date is $53,253.10.

Our heartfelt gratitude is offered for all those who generously responded and to the parishes and parish
priests who lovingly embraced in their hearts the needs of our brothers and sisters.  God bless you generously in
ways only He can!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

The Priests’ Beneficial Fund, the Archeparchy’s
retirement plan for the clergy, held its quinquennial
elections this past spring and summer.

The Beneficial Fund is a program instituted by the
Archeparchy in the 1970s.  Members of the clergy,
elected every five years by the clergy form a board to
administer the benefit payments to the retired clergy
of the Archeparchy.

It is important to realize that due to the generosity and
goodwill of our parishes and their monthly contributions,
the Fund exists.  These contributions are used exclusively
by the board to provide for the financial well being of
the retired priests of the Archeparchy.

The newly elected members of the Board will
serve from 2009 to 2014.  The Board met on
September 16, 2008 and elected Archpriest
Daniel Gurovich to serve as secretary treasurer.
The newly elected board is made up of:

Metropolitan Stefan is ex officio.
Archpriest John Fields of Frackville PA.
Archpriest Daniel Gurovich of Bethlehem PA.
Archpriest Michael Hutsko of Minnersville PA.
V. Rev. John Seniw of Berwick PA.
Msgr. James Melnic of McAdoo PA. (Alternate)
Rev. Wasyl Kharuk of Washington D.C. (Alternate)

The newly elected officers assume office on
January 1, 2009.

For Release
NEW PRIEST BENEFICIAL BOARD

November 23, 2008: Cathedral Christmas Bazaar.
Franklin & Brown Streets (Philadelphia, PA)

December 6 & 7, 2008:  Christmas Bazaar.
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic
Church, 1204 Valley Road, Melrose Park, PA 19027.
(Melrose Park, PA)

July 3 - 14, 2010: 12 Day Danube River Cruise &
Passion Play - "escorted by Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak"
(deadline to register is 11/15/08; call 732-928-3792)

July 12 - 25, 2010: 13 Day Lemkivshchyna Eastern
Europe & Passion Play - "escorted by Metropolitan Stefan"
(deadline to register is 11/15/08; call 732-928-3792)

November 1, 2008:  Premier of "VLADYKA ANDREY" film
at the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 700 Cedar
Road, Jenkintown, PA 19046, 2:00pm and 5:00 pm
(Jenkintown, PA)

November 8, 2008: "The Ukrainian Catholic Church in
21st Century America" Conference, 9:30 AM, The Spirituality
Center of the Sisters of St. Basil the Great, 710 Fox Chase
Road, Fox Chase Manor, PA 19046 (Fox Chase Manor, PA)

November 22 & 23, 2008:  Annual Holiday Bazaar.
Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family, 4250
Harewood Road, NE, Washington, DC 20017.  (Saturday 10
AM to 4PM, Sunday Noon to 4PM.)  (Washington, DC)

Eastern Catholic Boy Scout Camporee to
be held in November

The Archeparchy of Pittsburgh Catholic
Committee on Scouting announces the first Light
is Life Camporee for Boy Scouts to be held at
Camp Guyasuta, Pittsburgh from Friday, 11/21/
08 through Sunday, 11/23/08. Cost will be $10.

Any Eastern Catholic Boy Scout or Venturer
interested in a weekend of Eastern Catholic
Scout Fellowship and working towards the Light
is Life emblem should RSVP to Father Deacon
Lance Weakland at 724-223-8048 or
camporee@byzcathscouting.org by 10/31/08.
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