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The Synod of Bishops of the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church, convened between
September 2-9, 2008, started
its work in Lviv. A synod is the
highest structure of the Church,
which meets once a year and
decides the most important
questions of the Church’s life.
In the work of the Synod, which
was led by His Beatitude
Lubomyr, all the bishops of the
UGCC from Ukraine and
abroad took part.

The basic theme of the working
meetings was the question of
evangelization. “What is
evangelization?” In a comment
for the Information
Department of the UGCC, His
Beatitude Lubomyr himself
posed the question and
answered: “[Evangelization] is
passing on the Good News

brought by Jesus Christ that
man, without regard to his
infirmity, thanks to mercy and
divine grace can be saved.
Each of us is a sinner and
needs the help of God. It is a
great joy for us that it is
possible to leave the state of
sin and become a child of
God. Each one who has
already learned this good
news has to become stronger
in it and tell about it those
who, for certain reasons, have
not yet heard about it. This is
evangelization,” he explained.

At the Synod, according to His
Beatitude Lubomyr, a strategy
of evangelization for the
whole Church was developed,
not only in Ukraine but also
elsewhere. “The first task of the
Church is to evangelize, to
proclaim the Good News. We
considered how to do this best,

how to prepare for it, how to
understand it; in fact as
baptized people we are called
to evangelization.”

On September 3, 2008, 38
hierarchs who are members
of the Synod of Bishops of the
UGCC gathered at the
Cathedral Church of Saint
George in order to pray jointly
for the successful conduct of
the Synod and so that, as
consequently His Beatitude
Lubomyr talked about in his
sermon, its decisions be in
agreement with the divine will
and inspired by the Holy Spirit.

Further he concentrated
attention on prayer, which is
necessary for the successful
conduct of the Synod. “A synod
is not a parliament, where
something is passed by a
majority of votes. A Synod is

a search for the divine will by
those to whom is entrusted the
leading of the Church, the
bishops. Therefore they jointly
search for what is necessary
for the Church,” His Beatitude
explained.

At the completion of the
Liturgy a Decree was solemnly
read about the convocation
of the Synod of Bishops of
the UGCC. The Liturgy ended
with the prayer-hymn “God
Great and One.”

During the Synod His Grace
Metropolitan STEFAN (Soroka)
representing the American
Ukrainian Catholic Church
delivered an intervention to
the gathered Synod Fathers,
with respect to the specific
position and needs of the
American Church.
(Reprinted from “New Star”)

Synod of Bishops of the UGCC -- September 2-9
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   In light of the recent problems within the banking industry, some of our members have inquired about the strength 
    and stability of Ukrainian Selfreliance FCU.  We are proud to inform you that USFCU’s financial status is stronger 
    today than it ever has been since it’s establishment 56 years ago. Our loans and member deposits exhibit continuous  
    growth, contributing to a year over year increase in capital and surplus reserves.   
 
    The shares in your Credit Union are insured by the National Credit Union Share Insurance Fund �NCUSIF�.  NCUSIF 
    is a federal fund managed by NCUA and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States government.  For 
    information concerning your NCUA share insurance, you may visit the NCUA website at www.ncua.gov. 
 

    Ukrainian Selfreliance FCU strives to make sound loans at favorable interest rates.  We are proud to say that we do 
    not and never have participated in “sub-prime lending” which is the main cause of the current housing crisis and bank 
    failures.  We at Ukrainian Selfreliance FCU work with our members to review their individual needs and ability to 
    repay monies borrowed by qualifying them for mortgage products they can afford.  As a result of our efforts, we have 
    experienced continued loan growth with no foreclosures and an extremely low delinquency rate. 
 

    The future financial strength and soundness of Ukrainian Selfreliance FCU and the financial security of our members 
    guide all our management decisions.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact us at 215-725-4430 or 
    toll free 1-888-765-8282. 
 
         Mary Kolodij       Halyna O. Keller 

            Chairman of the Board                CEO 
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The National Commemoration of the 75th Anniversary of the Famine-Genocide in Ukraine
will be held on Saturday, November 15, at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, on Fifth Avenue
between 50th and 51st Streets , New York, NY beginning at 2:00 p.m.

UCCA-Philadelphia has chartered a bus for this event, with a scheduled departure at 10:00 a.m. from
the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 700 Cedar Road, Jenkintown, PA 19046.  For reservations,
please contact Mrs. Luba Siletsky (215-927-0749).  Cost: $30 per person.  The Famine-Genocide of the
Ukrainian nation, which claimed the lives of between 7 to 10 million innocent victims, occurred as a result
of a direct Soviet policy to crush the nationally conscious Ukrainian people, who fervently resisted
collectivization and supported the independence of Ukraine from the Soviet Union.  It is the duty of all
Ukrainian communities to share this tragic page of history with the world and ensure that the catastrophe
that befell Ukraine never happen again.

The National Commemoration of the 75th Anniversary of the
Famine-Genocide in Ukraine will be held in New York.
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World Synod of Bishops, Vatican, October 5-26, 2008
VATICAN CITY (Zenit.org) - Here are summaries of the interventions given at the general
 congregations of the world Synod of Bishops, which took place in the Vatican October 5-26.

The theme of the assembly is on “The Word of God in the Life and Mission of the Church.”

In the Byzantine Divine Liturgy
(Eucharistic Liturgy) before
proclaiming the Holy Gospel
the celebrant says a prayer
of preparation which recalls
themes from the event of the
transfiguration, such as we
find in the Gospel of St.
Matthew (17:1-8) . The
celebrant asks that the eyes
of our minds be opened so
that we may understand the
message of Christ’s gospel.
He adds that the fear of
Chris t ’s blessed
commandments be instilled in
us, so that we may subdue
all carnal desires and fol1ow
a spiritual way of life. Such a

The first observation concerns
the unity of the Word with
both Bapt ism and the
Eucharist:

Instrumentum laboris states
that “Christians have two
realities in common: the Word
of God and Baptism” (No. 54).
This should be studied,
because otherwise it might
appear to be a half-unity,
since, in number 35, it is
stated that an intimate unity
between the Word and
Eucharist also exists, with the
support of quotations from
Church Tradition: “Corpus
Christ i intel l igi tur et iam
Scriptura Dei”, or in the words
of Saint Jerome: “It is, indeed,
true food and true beverage
the Word of God that is
attained from the knowledge
of the Scriptures”. The Second
Vatican Council also affirms
that the Word and Eucharist

H.E. Most. Rev. Lawrence HUCULAK, O.S.B.M.,
Archbishop of Winnipeg of Ukrainians (CANADA)

spiritual way of life means
thinking and doing all that
pleases Christ, for Christ is the
enlightenment of our souls and
bodies. It is for this that we
give never ending glory to the
Holy Trinity.

The proclamation of the Holy
Gospel provides an opportunity
to see a portion of the glory of
God, offered especially to those
in attendance. I t is an
eschatological moment of
divine revelation. This requires
of us that we make this liturgical
moment a sacred time fitting
for such an event.

The celebrant who proclaims
the Holy Gospel must be
conscientious of his great
responsibility. He does this by
preparing the reading
beforehand. He proclaims it
clearly as the good news that
it is. He masters the human
language needed, so that the
participants, like Moses and
Elijah, can enter into dialogue
with the Lord.

The Holy Gospel must
penetrate the mind through the
heart. To do this it requires a
warmth and a life giving
presentation. It cannot be done

mechanically nor carelessly.
These same qualities apply
to the homily as well which
presents and applies the
gospel message.

The proc1amation of the
Gospel must enlighten the
participants also to awe
inspired fear of God, for this
is the same God who created
light out of darkness. The
participants must encounter
the theophany of who Jesus
is, namely the Son of God
as announced by the voice
of the Father.

H.E. Most. Rev. Dionisio LACHOVICZ, O.S.B.M., Titular Bishop of Egnazia,
Bishop of curia of Kyiv-Halych (UKRAINE)

form “one s ingle act of
worship” (SC 56).

To sum up, the intimate unity
between the Word and
Baptism, as between the Word
and the Eucharist, is affirmed.

In these terms, it becomes
difficult to understand, from the
point of view of Ecumenism,
why the Eucharist cannot be
celebrated with the Orthodox
(for example), while we can
celebrate the sacrament of the
Word of God with them and
we also have Baptism in
common. If this unity between
the Word, Bapt ism and
Eucharist exists, why deny
Eucharistic communion?

On the other hand, with the
same logic of unity, but in
reverse, as was said by the
Orthodox Archbishop (Agostino
di Lviv, from the Theological

Commission of the Patriarchate
of Moscow), when Eucharistic
communion does not exist, the
Word cannot be celebrated
together nor can we pray the
“Our Father” together with
Catholics. Thus with this logic,
from the Orthodox point of view
Catholic Baptism cannot be
accepted as valid, as affirmed
sometimes during ecumenical
encounters. Nor is it possible
to call each other “brothers”.

A second observat ion
concerning “Ecumenism and
the Word of God”:

How can we read and
comment on the Word of God
with other Confessions, for
example, the text “May they
all be one” (Jn 17: 20), when
we cannot incarnate this Word?
The Word becomes sterile.
When you are not able or you
do not want to incarnate this

Word, then why read it? Pope
Benedict XVI says this, that the
world awaits “a response to
listening to the Word” (Inst. 54).

We have a feel ing that
everything that is said about
ecumenism is being said for
others, for a “third” party,
absent at the time it was said.
As if this Word could make a
miracle but we remain the
same.

An example, in the Ukraine we
prepared an ecumenical
translation of the Bible, with the
collaboration of the Orthodox
and the Protestants, but we
cannot pray or celebrate
together with them.

Continued on

 next page
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Continued from previous page

Our congregation founded in
Ukraine in 1892 is of Pontifical
r i te, the f i rs t Apostol ic
Congregation in the Eastern
Byzant ine Tradit ion, the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church. Being a Ukrainian
Catholic congregation we are
very close to the heart of our
people. Even during the
Communist era the sisters
never abandoned our people.
As an underground church
and at great r isk to
themselves, the s is ters
cont inued to catechize,
encourage and strengthen
bel ievers as wel l as to
arrange for priests to visit the
sick and dying in the hospitals.
The Eastern mentality is one
of the heart rather than of

intellect and as such the 5
senses are very much involved
and are central to our
celebrations. The reading of
Holy Scripture in all services is
very important.

Before Vatican II, we did not
have any Bibles available in
the vernacular — Ukrainian —
they were only in old Slavonic
which most did not understand.
If one did have a Bible, it was
placed in a special place,
kissed and shown great
reverence, but not read for daily
nourishment. In Ukraine under
Communism the Bibles taken
away and prohibited. Only
since 1990 have Bibles and
spiri tual books began to
appear, to be hungered for and

to have an impact. Today
Sacred Scripture is the Sisters
most important rule of life.

3 tradi t ions show the
importance and value the
people have placed on the
reading of the Bible from earlier
times until today.

1 ) Individuals kneel under the
Gospel Book as the scripture
is being read. They then kiss
the book and return to their
places.

2) During the Gospel reading
adults, families or children are
called to the front, and hold
candles -a great privilege. All
kiss the Scriptures at the end.

3) Local women beautify the
altar, icons, and pulpit from
which the Gospel is read by
intricately embroidering linens
on which the Bible rests. In
Ukraine our sisters are again
teaching children, youth and
adults how to use scripture,
to read and pray them so as
to meet Jesus the living word.

We as women religious, a
Congregation dedicated to
Mary the Mother of God take
her as our model. We try to
incarnate the Word of God
in ourselves, in order to
continue to transmit the Jesus
life within us to others in our
ministry, so that Christ may
ever be the light of the world
to all.

Sr. Janice SOLUK, S.S.M.I., Superior General of the Handmaids of the
Blessed Virgin Mary the Immaculate, Rome (ITALY)

World Synod of Bishops, Vatican, October 5-26, 2008

And the third observation:

It seems to me also that we
are running the r isk of
exploiting the Word of God.
This could become an
“instrument” of discussion, of
study, of dialogue, of
encounter, even of common
prayer, it remains superficial,
without the strength to change,
it does not lead to the common
mystery of the celebration of
the Word, it does not become
flesh-sarx, that is to say does
not become incarnate in the

person’s life and in that of
one’s own Church. One could
learn the whole Bible by heart,
discuss it competently, but
remain outside of it, without
nourishing one’s self with it,
without being incorporated in
Christ, without being baptized
in Christ.

Perhaps this detachment
between the Word and life is
the real impediment to Christian
unity. The Churches prefer the
words, but do not give to the
Word of God the necessary

witness. Maybe the Word is too
“canonized”, sterilized, which
creates an obstacle to the
diaconia, the koinonia and also
the martiria.

Therefore, we have to be
responsible before the Word
of God. No doubt, a lot is said
about the responsibility of
bringing the Word to others,
about preaching the Word, but
perhaps less is said about the
responsibility of the person who
preaches it, about their own

Church and the Churches
responsibility to the Word of
God. How can one then
understand the saying that the
Word of God is read in the
Church, with the Church and,
for the Church? Maybe Saint
Paul’s warning should be
taken more seriously: “When
someone is under instruction
in doctrine, he should give
his teacher a share in all his
possessions. Don’t delude
yourself: God is not to be
fooled” (Ga 6: 6s).

The Annual
Archeparchial Women’s Day

March 28, 2009

Keep this date
open

“From Grief to Grace”
Speaker: Dr. Kimberly Hashin

More information to follow.
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NOVITIATE ROOF IS REPAIRED!

First Reunion of the Immaculate Conception School at the Ukrainian
Catholic Cathedral in Philadelphia Donates to the Archieparchial Museum
and the Cathedral
Photographer:  K. Hutchins

Reunion Committee with Missionary Sisters
October 18 after donating some of the proceeds
from the event to the Museum.

Seated:  Sr. Timothea, MSMG; Oksana
Wanchycka Woroch, Mother Nadia, MSMG,
Sr. Evhenia, MSMG.

Standing:  Maria Mykietiuch Fisher, Daria
Nowakiwska Lissy, Bohdan Bobjak, Myrosia
Nowakiwska Voloshin, Roma Skoczylas
Dockhorn.

Thanks to the generosity of faithful of
the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy
of Philadelphia, the Catechetical Sisters
of St. Ann were able to complete
much needed repairs to the roof of
their novit iate monastery in
Brukhovychi, outside of Lviv, Ukraine.
The Sisters of St. Ann are expressing
their heartfelt gratitude with their
prayers offered for the benefactors.
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As Jesus and his disciples
were on their way, he came
to a village where a woman
named Martha opened her
home to him. She had a
sister called Mary, who sat
at the Lord’s feet listening
to what he said. But Martha
was distracted by all the

Entry of the Holy Theotokos Into the Temple
(November 21)

(Lk. 10, 38-42; 11, 27-28)

The feast of the Entry of
the Holy Theotokos into the
temple is a marvelous
model of our entry into the
Heavenly Kingdom. The
church itself symbolizes the
Kingdom of God on earth.
In church we see the altar
table, which is like a throne
on which the Lord God sits,
just as He does on His
heavenly throne. In church,
through the partaking of
holy communion, we
become united with the Lord
Himself. In church, as in
heaven, we are surrounded
by hosts of angels and
saints. In church, by means
of the divine services we
glorify God, as do the
angels and saints in
heaven. When the
righteous Joachim and
Anna brought the Holy
Virgin to the temple, they
offered to the Lord a gift
that was most pure.

So should we, in order to
enter the Heavenly Realm,
be absolutely pure,
because the Lord Himself
said that nothing unclean
can enter the Kingdom of
God. But we can cleanse
ourselves of our sins and
all manner of spiri tual

Entry of the Holy Theotokos Into the Temple
impurity only through the
sacrament of penitence,
through confession and
communion.As the
righteous parents of the
Holy Virgin prepared to
take Her to the temple,

they first dressed Her in
royal garments, adorned
Her, and provided Her with
an escort of maidens
carrying lighted candles. So
should we, in order to enter
the Heavenly Realm, first
clothe our souls in the
garment of obedience to
the Lord’s commandments,
adorn our souls with

virtues, and accompany
them with the l ighted
candles of prayer and
charity.Upon arriving at the
temple, the 3-year-old
Infant Mary had to make
an effort to ascend 15 high

steps in order to enter the
temple. So should we, in
order to enter the Heavenly
Realm, make the effort to
ascend the ladder of
virtues, to labor at fasting
and prayer. The Holy Virgin
went up the steps by
Herself, without any help
from others, but with the
miraculous help of God. So

should we, in our attempt
to attain the Heavenly
Realm, make the effort
ourselves, but constantly
asking God for help along
the way.Such is the lesson
we receive from this
wondrous holiday! The Holy
Mother of God, by entering
the temple, clearly shows
us the Way, and through
the earthly temple lies the
way into the heavenly
temple, the Kingdom of
God. Let us follow the Holy
Theotokos into the temple,
into the church. Now is the
time of the Nativity fast, a
time for preparing oneself
to greet the Saviour on
earth, a time for purifying
oneself through fasting,
prayer and repentance, a
time of increased church
attendance. Let us not pass
by this important period of
time, for from this holiday,
and throughout the entire
Nativity fast, we will hear
in church the joyous tidings
of our coming salvation, we
will hear the joyous appeal:
“Christ is born - glorify
Him!”

www.holy-transfiguration.org

preparations that had to be
made. She came to him
and asked, “Lord, don’t you
care that my sister has left
me to do the work by
myself? Tell her to help me!”

“Martha, Martha,” the Lord
answered, “you are worried

and upset about many
things, but only one thing
is needed. Mary has chosen
what is better, and it will
not be taken away from
her.”

As Jesus was saying these
things, a woman in the

crowd called out, “Blessed
is the mother who gave you
birth and nursed you.”

He replied, “Blessed rather
are those who hear the
word of God and obey it.”
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From the Archbishop's Desk

UNDERSTANDING STIPENDS
-Metropolitan Stefan Soroka

Periodically, the chancery receives calls from parishioners regarding stipends
for clergy services.  We sometimes hear of some clergy asking more than what
is traditionally offered.  Parishioners generally expect some uniformity, amidst
the priests of the archeparchy.

I strongly feel that stipulating a specific expected amount is contrary to our
Lord Jesus Christ’s instruction to the apostles and to the spirit of ministry to the
faithful.  Our only expectation should be an adequate sustenance and meeting
of our needs for ministering to our faithful.  Priesthood is not just another
profession.  We ought not to give in to the temptation to compare our salary
and benefits to other professions, or even to what some ministers of other
faiths receive.  To do so would diminish the value of whom we are.

I remind everyone of our policy, initiated on September 1, 2002, that there is to be no stipulation
of a set expectation or stipend for any services rendered by clergy of our archeparchy.  The amount
offered is to be left to the discretion of the faithful.  If any clergy does indicate a set stipend or
expectation, then it is to be regarded as belonging to the parish, as per the Code of Canons for Eastern
Churches.  There is to be no exception to this by any clergy of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of
Philadelphia.

Our parishioners offer tremendous sacrifices to ensure that the needs of our clergy are met.  In
addition to the monthly salary, food allowance and car allowance, we are beneficiaries of good medical
and dental plans paid by the parish, and of a home furnished, cared for, and utilities and insurance
provided by the parish.  These are all benefits given to clergy to facilitate their being able to serve our
generous faithful, and for which, we ought to celebrate with gratitude to God and to the faithful.  Each
pastor fulfills this by celebrating a Divine Liturgy for the intention of his parishioners on every Sunday and
Feast Day with no stipend.

Finally, I remind pastors that Liturgy intentions are to be fulfilled within one year of their being
requested.  If a pastor has an excessive number of intentions, he should send them to the Chancery for
distribution to other priests of the archeparchy.  Distributing intentions beyond the archeparchy must be
pre-approved by the archbishop.  I am aware of the unfortunate practice among some clergy in Ukraine
to take multiple intentions for a Divine Liturgy.  I am pleased that the clergy of our archeparchy well
understand and practice that each intention is to be celebrated individually.

I hope that this information will clarify any misunderstandings and provide a greater understanding
of clergy stipends within our Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia.
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On September 20th, the
Contemplative Nuns of the
Order of Saint Basil the
Great, who are located in
Middletown, NY,
celebrated the Golden
Jubilee of the founding of
their Sacred Heart
Monastery.  Approximately
200 guests filled St. Andrew
the Apost le Ukrainian
Cathol ic Church in
Campbell Hall, NY, to
praise and thank God for
all the blessings of the 50
years of the Sacred Heart
Monastery.  The Jubilee
celebration began with a
Pontifical Divine Liturgy of
Thanksgiving, at which the
Most. Rev. Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan Soroka
of Philadelphia was the
main celebrant, and the
Most Rev. Paul Chomnycky,
OSBM, Eparch of
Stamford, CT, delivered the
homily.  Concelebrating
were Auxiliary Bishop of
Philadelphia John Bura,
Bishop-Emeri tus Basi l
Losten of Stamford, Bishop
Dominick Lagonegro,
Episcopal vicar of Orange
County, NY, Rev. Msgr.
Peter Waslo and Rev. Msgr.
Myron Grabowsky of
Philadelphia, Rev. Msgr.
George Valastro, Co-vicar
of Orange County, Very
Rev. Phi l ip Sandrick,
OSBM, Provincial Superior
of the Basilian Fathers, Very
Rev. Yaroslav Kostyk,
Pastor of St . Andrew
Church, Rev. Robert
Moreno of Lancaster, NY,
and Rev. John Lundberg of
Middletown, NY.  Also in
attendance were Rev.
Mykhaylo Dosyak of Staten

Basilian Contemplative Nuns in Middletown
Celebrate Golden Jubilee

Island and Rev. Volodymyr
Kornitsky of Sloatsburg.

Rev. Mother Miriam Claire
Kowal, OSBM, General
Superior of the Order of St.
Basi l the Great, and
numerous Basilian Sisters
from Fox Chase Manor, PA,
New York City, and
Uniontown, PA, were in
attendance.  Also present
were Sisters Servants of
Mary Immaculate from
Sloatsburg, NY, and
Missionary Sisters of the
Mother of God from
Phi ladelphia.  The
honorable Senator William
Larkin and his wife joined
in the celebration.  The
Dumka Chorus from New
York City contributed much
to the beauty of the
Liturgical celebration as
their glorious music filled
the church.

In his homily, the
Most Rev. Paul Chomnycky,
OSBM, used St. Luke’s
Gospel reading about
Martha and Mary to explain
the significance, purpose
and fruits of contemplative
monastic life.  He summed
up the monastic life in the
one word “prayer” and
showed how greatly the
values of this contemplative
life differ from the values
of the world and are
therefore so sorely needed
in this world and in the
Church.

At the conclusion of
the Divine Liturgy, Mother
Georgianna Snihur, OSBM,
Superior of Sacred Heart
Monastery, extended the
community’s thanks to the

clergy, guests and
parishioners for their
participation and assistance
in the celebration.  She also
summarized the let ter
received from the
Ukrainian Catholic Patriarch
His Beati tude Lubomyr
Cardinal Huzar, Kyiv,
Ukraine, in which he
expressed his joy at this
Jubilee, underlined the
great value and his deep
appreciation of the life of
prayer in the Church, and
imparted his Patriarchal
blessing upon both the
Sacred Heart contemplative
community and all those
participating in the solemn
thanksgiving to God.

Mother Mir iam
Claire, OSBM, General
Superior, gave a beautiful
talk to the contemplative
nuns, after which Sister
Maria Rozmarynowycz,
OSBM, speaking on behalf
of Sister Laura Palka,
Provincial Superior of the
Basilian Sisters of Jesus,
Lover of Humanity
Province, presented
Mother Georgianna with a
plaque commemorating the
Jubilee.

(Continued on

next page.)

Waiting before the Procession.

Waiting before greeting Metropolitan Archbishop
Stefan Soroka.
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Fol lowing the
Divine Liturgy, clergy and
laity enjoyed a reception
prepared by Pani Irmost
Maria Kostyk and the
parishioners of St. Andrew
Church.  The beautiful
weather and delicious food
enjoyed under the newly
purchased tent contributed
to a joyous continuation of
the Jubilee celebration.

The celebrat ion
concluded at Sacred Heart
Monastery in Middletown,
where guests enjoyed the
monastery and grounds,
socialized with the nuns and
one another, enjoyed
coffee and dessert, and
viewed a pictorial history of
Sacred Heart Monastery.
The Very Rev. Phi l ip
Sandrick, OSBM, and Rev.
Robert Moreno celebrated
a Panakhyda (memorial)
service in the monastery
chapel for the deceased
Mothers and Sisters of the
Sacred Heart Monastery.

Sacred Heart
Monastery was founded on
September 8, 1958, in
Astoria, NY.  Prior to that
date, the Order of Saint
Basil the Great did not
have a contemplat ive
monastery in the United
States.  The foundation of
this contemplat ive
community of Basilian nuns
continued the tradition of
the Order’s Founder, St.
Basil the Great, who had
establ ished his f i rs t
monastery 1,600 years
earlier in Asia Minor.  St.
Basil’s sister, St. Macrina,

had founded a
contemplative women’s
monastery nearby, in which
she and other women
followed the monastic rule
of St. Basil.  As monasteries
grew in number, they
spread through Asia Minor,
Europe and f inal ly to
America in 1911.
Circumstances and the
needs of the people
required the Basilian Sisters
in the U.S. to become
act ively involved in
apostolic work.  However,
in order that at least one
Basilian monastery in the
U.S. might be dedicated to
the contemplative life, the
Sacred Heart Monastery
was establ ished.  The
purpose of this foundation
was to foster the early
monastic Basilian tradition
in which all the Hours of
Divine Praises would be
celebrated daily, and in
which each monastic would
grow personally in “the
contemplation of Divine
Things”, with the help of
sacred studies in Holy
Scripture and the Fathers
of the Church.  In 1992,
Sacred Heart Monastery
relocated to Middletown,
NY.  Here, away from the
noises and distractions of
the city, the Nuns of St.
Basil the Great live their
contemplative monastic life
in a setting more like that
of their founders, St. Basil
and St. Macrina.

www.basiliannuns.org.ar/

Basilian Contemplative Nuns in Middletown
Celebrate Golden Jubilee

(Continued from previous page)

Sisters and faithful attending.

Reception.

Divine Liturgy begins.
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Ukrainian Folk Festival in Lehighton, PA 8/17/08
The sixteenth annual Ukrainian Folk Festival was celebrated at the Ukrainian Homestead in Lehighton, PA on

August 16th and 17th, 2008.  "Each year, the Homestead attracts thousands of visitors to its two-day cultural

folk festival featuring Ukrainian dance ensembles, singers, musicians, and arts and crafts vendors.  The festival

also includes an evening of dancing 'till dawn."   www.ukrhomestead.com

This year, the Festival Program started with a Stage Show on Saturday, August 16th, 2008 with the singing of

the National Anthems in Canadian, American and Ukrainian languages.  Paula Holoviak and Ulana

Prociuk welcomed all the guests to the festival.  The Performers for the Stage Show were: "Kazka Ukrainian

Folk Ensemble", Inessa Tymochko-Dekajlo a violinst from Ukraine, Kristina Shafronski a soloist, and

"The Kozaks" a Performing Troupe from Toronto.  A dance followed the Stage Show starting at 7 PM.

On August 17th, a Divine Liturgy was celebrated outdoors at St. Andrew's Chapel.  Metropolitan Archbishop

Stefan Soroka was the main celebrant and homilist for the Liturgy and other celebrants included Msgr. Peter

Waslo and Msgr. Myron Grabowsky.   After Divine Liturgy people had a chance to purchase items from

vendors, eat ethnic foods, and to relax and enjoy the atmosphere before watching the Stage Show later that

afternoon.

See more pictures from the Festival including a video clip of "Kazka
Ukrainian Folk Ensemble" singing at the Festival, visit the September 25,
2008 Blog Post at www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com .

Photo above: Archbishop Stefan Soroka
offers the Homily at St. Andrew's

Chapel during Divine Liturgy.

Photo to the left: "Kazka Ukrainian
Folk Ensemble" performs a "Wedding
Dance" at the Stage Show following

the Divine Liturgy.
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Is this a Catholic church?

Yes.  This parish belongs to
the Ukrainian Catholic
Church. Along with the
more common Roman
Cathol ic Church, the
Ukrainian Catholic Church
is in full communion with
Rome and is under the
spiritual leadership of the
Pope of Rome.
Canonically speaking, the
Ukrainian Catholic Church
is a Church in its own right
(sui juris) like the Roman
Catholic Church and the
other Eastern Churches.

So how is the Ukrainian
Church different from
the Roman Church?

The Ukrainian Church is
theologically aligned with
the Roman Church and
both are under the authority
of the Catholic Church.
However, the Ukrainian
Catholic Church has its own
rite, that is, dist inctive
spir i tual i ty, l i turgies,
services, hymns, and
prayers. There are also
differences in traditions
such vestments, church
architecture, and Holy
Days of Obligation.

What diocese are you
in?      .

This parish is in the
Ukrainian Cathol ic
Archeparchy of Phi la-
delphia.        .

Administrat ively, the
Ukrainian Catholic Church
has dioceses (cal led
eparchies) that overlap with

the Roman Catholic Church
dioceses.

What is the spiritual
hierarchy for your
parish?        .

Our spiritual hierarchy is:
Pope Benedict XVI the
Bishop of Rome
Cardinal Lubomyr Husar the
Major Archbishop of Kyiv
and Halych,
His Excel lency Stefan
Soroka the Metropolitan
Archbishop of the
Philadelphia Archeparchy

Aren’t you called Greek
Catholic sometimes?

Yes, we are. The term
Greek Cathol ic is
particularly used in Europe
for our Church.

And where does the
word Byzantine come
from?
The history of the
nomenclature Greek
Catholic and Byzantine is
interesting.
In the 300’s AD, the Roman
Empire spl i t into the
Western and Eastern
Empires. The eastern
Roman Empire made its
capitol in the ci ty of
Byzant ium, which the
Emperor Constant ine
renamed Constantinople
(presently Istanbul, Turkey).
The language of learned
people, including clergy, in
the Eastern Roman Empire
was Greek, not Latin as in
the Western Roman Empire
with its capitol, Rome.
In the 900’s AD Greek-
culture missionaries set

forth from what came to be
called the Byzantine Empire
to convert Eastern Europe.
Thus, the churches that
they founded can be
referred to as Byzantine or
Greek Catholic.

Rather than using the
word Mass , the
Ukrainian Church uses
the term Divine Liturgy
for the Eucharistic
service. Why is this?

Arguably, Divine Liturgy is
a more descriptive term for
a Cathol ic Eucharis t ic
Service. We believe that
the Eucharistic service is a
Liturgy (worship service) that
is truly Divine (from God).
Roman rite churches are
increasingly using the term
l i turgy.    .

Interestingly, the Roman
Cathol ic term for the
Eucharistic Service - Mass,
developed incidentally.
Mass is derived from the
Latin word missa (dismissal),
a word used in the
concluding part of the Latin

Eucharistic Service: “Ite,
missa est ,” usual ly
translated as “Go; it is the
dismissal” or Go, the
dismissal is made.

Your church      .
architecture, liturgy,
and customs look much
like those in Orthodox
Churches. How are you
different?   .

A main difference is that
Orthodox Churches are
sel f-governing. They
respect the Pope as the
Bishop of Rome and the
leader of Western
Christianity but do not
recognize the
administrative authority of
the Pope. Differences in
traditions and theological
points also exist .

During the Divine Liturgy
we pray for unity – “For
peace throughout the
world, for the well-being of
God’s holy churches and
for the union of all, let us
pray to the Lord”.

Frequently Asked Questions About Our Church

BENEDICT XVI’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR
NOVEMBER

VATICAN CITY, 31 OCT 2008 (VIS) - Benedict’s
general prayer intention for November is: “That the
testimony of love offered by the saints may fortify
Christians in their devotion to God and their neighbor,
imitating Christ who came to serve and not to be
served”.

His mission intention is: “That the Christian communities
of Asia, contemplating the face of Christ, may know
how to find the most suitable ways to announce Him,
in full faithfulness to the Gospel, to the people of that
vast continent so rich in culture and ancient forms of
spirituality”.
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Upcoming Events

ST. MICHAEL'S UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, FRACKVILLE TO PRESENT CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT
PROCESSIONAL SUN., DEC. 7 AT 4 P.M; PROGRAM TO INCLUDE BRASS ENSEMBLE, REENACTMENT
OF THE NATIVITY STORY AND AUDIENCE CAROL SING-A-LONG

FRACKVILLE, PA.: The annual Christmas Candlelight Processional Pageant will be held Sunday, December 7
at 4 p.m. in St. Michael's Ukrainian Catholic Church, 45 South Second Street, Frackville, PA 17931.

The program will include the story of the Birth of Christ, with Scripture reading, a reenactment of the Nativity
scene by the children of the parish, and an audience carol sing-a-long with many of the traditional Christmas
carols. A brass ensemble, from the Schuylkill Haven area, will perform before the program and also provide
accompaniment during the presentation. The pageant will include the participation of over twenty children
portraying Joseph, Mary, the three wise men, angels, shepherds, and villagers. After the program, the
outdoor Christmas tree lighting ceremony will take place, followed by a covered dish served in the parish hall
with the annual visit of St. Nicholas.

There is no admission and the public is invited to attend. For more information call the parish rectory: 570-
874-1101.

St. Michael's Ukrainian Catholic Church, Frackville, PA,
presents Christmas Candlelight Processional, December 7th

On Sunday, December 14, 2008, Ss. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church, 100 South Penn Street, in
Clifton Heights, will hold a traditional Slavic Christmas Luncheon.  Lunch will be served at noon - immediately
after the normal 11:00 am. Sunday English Divine Liturgy.  We welcome all who wish to enjoy traditional Slavic
Christmas culinary delights such as; Holubchy (stuffed cabbage), Pierogies, Kielbasa, and Ham.  Due to the
popularity of this annual event, seating is limited and tickets are going fast.  Please call Kathy at (610) 328-
4731 before Wednesday, December 10th, to reserve your seat for this special event.  A nominal donation of
$15.00 adults and $7.00 for children 6 to 12 years of age is requested.  Children under 6 years of age are
free!

Slavic Christmas Luncheon at SS. Peter & Paul Ukrainian
Catholic Church, Clifton Heights, PA, December 14, 2008.

St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church of Palmerton will celebrate its 90th anniversary on Sunday,
Nov. 16, 2008.

The celebration will begin with a Solemn Divine Liturgy at 10 a.m. at St. Vladimir’s at 106 Delaware Ave.,
Palmerton with the Rev. Evhen Moniuk, a first generation Ukranian, serving the parish since 2003. The main
celebrant will be His Grace the Most Reverend Stefan Soroka, the Metropolitan Archbishop of Philadelphia.

For more information on the event and St. Vladimir's, please visit the October 30, 2008 "Times News" article
at... http://www.tnonline.com/node/378587

St. Vladimir's Ukrainian Catholic Church, Palmerton, PA, to
celebrate 90th Anniversary, November 16, 2008
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

From the Ukrainian Catholic
Archeparchy of Philadelphia

Assistance for those affected by the sexual
misconduct of a priest, deacon, or other minister,
employee, or volunteer of the Metropolitan
Archeparchy of Philadelphia is available.

For assistance or information, please contact
the Assistance Coordinator at:

ukrchildprotection@catholic.org

or 215.873.6162

November 23, 2008: Cathedral Christmas Bazaar.
Franklin & Brown Streets (Philadelphia, PA)

December 6 & 7, 2008:  Christmas Bazaar.
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic
Church, 1204 Valley Road, Melrose Park, PA 19027.
(Melrose Park, PA)

July 3 - 14, 2010: 12 Day Danube River Cruise &
Passion Play - "escorted by Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak"
(deadline to register is 11/15/08; call 732-928-3792)

July 12 - 25, 2010: 13 Day Lemkivshchyna Eastern
Europe & Passion Play - "escorted by Metropolitan Stefan"
(deadline to register is 11/15/08; call 732-928-3792)

November 8, 2008: "The Ukrainian Catholic Church in
21st Century America" Conference, 9:30 AM, The Spirituality
Center of the Sisters of St. Basil the Great, 710 Fox Chase
Road, Fox Chase Manor, PA 19046 (Fox Chase Manor, PA)

November 15, 2008:  75th Anniversary of the Famine-
Genocide in Ukraine will be held in New York at St.
Patrick's Cathedral at 2:00 p.m.  (New York, NY)

November 22 & 23, 2008:  Annual Holiday Bazaar.
Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family, 4250
Harewood Road, NE, Washington, DC 20017.  (Saturday 10
AM to 4PM, Sunday Noon to 4PM.)  (Washington, DC)

Spreading "The Way"

The staff of "The Way" wishes to thank
Barbara Breitbarth from the Bridgeport Parish

who ran 150 copies of "The Way" at her own cost
and distributed them to local Philadelphia parishes for

seniors or people who do not have computers.

Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

May your kindness be an inspiration to all.

May God bless you!


