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CHRIST IS BORN!

It is our beautiful tradition
that on Christmas Eve, as
the first star appears, we
light a candle in our homes
and greet the Newborn
Savior, Jesus, with our
ancient carol, “God
Eternal”.

The evangelist Matthew
speaks of a bright star
which guides the wise men
from the East to
Bethlehem.  He writes that
“when they saw the star,
they rejoiced with
exceeding joy.  And having
come into the house, they
saw the little child with
Mary his mother, and
falling down they did him
homage” (Mt. 2:10).  Of
the wise men we sing in
the tropars, “those who
worshipped the stars were
taught by a star to worship
you, the Sun of
Righteousness”.  And the
prophet Malachi speaks of

the healing power of the
“Sun of Righteousness” for
those who are faithful to
the Lord’s name (Mal 4:2).
This special light which we
celebrate at Christmas has

a special meaning for all
of us.

First, it is the light of
understanding.  We sing
in the tropars, “Your

Nativity, O Christ our God,
made the l ight of
knowledge dawn on the
world”.  Today, God has
revealed Himself in a
Newborn Child.  He grants
us understanding
regarding Him.  He is the
one who is here for us.
We proclaim this by
singing “God is With Us”
during the Great
Complines.  God is with
us today.  God became
one of us, became human,
so that we may share in
his divine life.  The light of
God’s revelation is a light
of joy.  How can we not
rejoice with such joyful
news!

The light is also an example
of our Christ ian l i fe.
Almighty God does not
come to earth in a royal
palace, or in the home of
the powerful or a rich
family.  He comes in a
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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST (Mt. 2, 1-12)
After Jesus was born in
Bethlehem in Judea, during
the time of King Herod,
Magi from the east came
to Jerusalem and asked,
“Where is the one who has
been born king of the
Jews? We saw his star in
the east and have come to
worship him.” When King
Herod heard this he was
disturbed, and all Jerusalem
with him. When he had
called together all the
people’s chief priests and

teachers of the law, he
asked them where the
Christ was to be born. “In
Bethlehem in Judea,” they
replied, “for this is what the
prophet has wri t ten:
 “But you, Bethlehem, in
the land of Judah, are by
no means least among the
rulers of Judah; for out of
you will come a ruler who
will be the shepherd of my
people Israel.”
Then Herod called the
Magi secretly and found

out from them the exact
time the star had appeared.
He sent them to Bethlehem
and said, “Go and make a
careful search for the child.
As soon as you find him,
report to me, so that I too
may go and worship him.”
After they had heard the
king, they went on their
way, and the star they had
seen in the east went
ahead of them unt i l i t
stopped over the place
where the child was. When

they saw the star, they
were overjoyed. On
coming to the house, they
saw the child with his
mother Mary, and they
bowed down and
worshiped him. Then they
opened their treasures and
presented him with gifts of
gold and of incense and
of myrrh. And having been
warned in a dream not to
go back to Herod, they
returned to their country
by another route.

CHRISTMAS PASTORAL LETTER OF THE UKRAINIAN
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poor stable, laid on hay
in a manger.  In this we
come to understand that
the power of God reveals
itself in humility, in poverty,
in suffering.  We are called
to humble service without
elevating ourselves above
others.  As God is with us
and for us, we too must
be at the service of one
another.

Finally, the light is the light
of witnessing the Good
News.  The salvation given
by God is not limited to a
chosen group of
individuals.  It is to be
shared with all humanity.
Our festive joy cannot be
limited to the privacy of
our homes.  It must be a
visible witness to the fact
that God loves us and
hopes to share His divine
will with all.

In the Holy Gospels, the
three wise men are
described as bringing gifts:
gold, as a sign that the

Newborn Infant is the King
of the Universe;
frankincense, for the Child
is God Himself; and myrrh,
as a sign of suffering, for
in ancient times, the dead
were anointed with myrrh.
Here is born the One who
will give up his life for the
salvation of all.

What gifts shall we bring?
Let us bring the gold of
our love.  As the Father
showed his love to us
through Jesus, the Son, so
today, through His
disciples, he does the
same.  Secondly, let us
offer the frankincense of
our prayer.  We need to
serve the Lord not only on
major holidays and on
Sundays, but indeed, our
mouths should be filled
with praise each day.
Finally, let us carry the
myrrh of suffering.  All that
has true value in life
requires sacrifice.  That
which has eternal value
requires particular and

constant sacrifice.  This is
the meaning of Bethlehem
and the example given to
us by our Divine Teacher.

We pray today that God
may grant all of us, and
all those united with us in
our hearts both near and
far, the understanding of
the Light which comes from
above at Christmas.  May
each of us experience the
joy of true understanding
that “God Is With Us”.
Jesus has been born for
us and for our salvation.

God grant to you a most
blessed celebration of
Christmas, filled with much
joy and happiness.  May
our celebration of the birth
of Jesus be a source of
renewal in our expression
of love for God and for
all those whom He gives
us to love and serve during
our lifetime.

A Blessed and Holy
Christmas to all!

Most Reverend
Stefan Soroka

Metropolitan of the
Ukrainian Catholic

Church in the U.S.A.
Archbishop of

Philadelphia for
Ukrainians

Most Reverend
Robert M. Moskal

Bishop of the St.
Josaphat Eparchy in

Parma

Most Reverend
Richard Seminack

Bishop of the St.
Nicholas Eparchy in

Chicago

Most Reverend Paul
Chomnycky, OSBM

Bishop of the Eparchy of
Stamford

Most Reverend John
Bura

Auxiliary Bishop of the
Archeparchy of
Philadelphia
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The Feast of the Nativity of
Christ is a celebration of
both the Incarnation and
re-creation of the world in
Christ. The liturgical texts for
the feast are reflected and
represented in the icon. The
icon reproduces in artistic
designs and harmony the
details of the narratives of
the Gospels. We see in the
icon what our hearts have
already heard and sung.

“Today the Virgin gives birth
to Him who is above all
being, and the earth offers
a cave to Him whom no
man can approach ’The
whole creation is made rich:
let it rejoice and be of good
cheer. The Master of all has
come to l ive with His
servants, and from the
bondage of the enemy. He
delivers us who were made
subject to corruption (Rom.
8.20,21). In swaddling
clothes and lying in a
manger, He is manifest a
young child, the pre-eternal
God.’

The ray of l ight from
heaven shines over the
place of the Incarnation
and points directly to the
Christ-child who lays in the
manger. In another text we
see that all creation is
involved in an act of
gratitude and welcome to
the Incarnate God:

“What shall we offer Thee,
O Christ, who for our
sakes has appeared on
earth as man? Every
creature made by Thee
offers Thee thanks. The
angels offer Thee a hymn;
the heavens a star; the
Magi, gifts; the shepherds,

About the Icon of the Nativity of Christ
their wonder; the earth, its
cave; the wilderness, the
manger: and we offer Thee
a Virgin Mother, O pre-
eternal God, have mercy
on us.’

The ox and the ass in the
icon looking down on the
Christ-child represent the
fulfillment of Isaiah 1.3 The
ox knows its owner and the
ass its master’s crib - i.e.,
the animal creation joins in
recognit ion of the
Incarnation of the Son of
God.

The Virgin Mother lies in
the center of the icon, as
the second Eve. Just as the
first Eve was the ‘mother
of all living’ (Gen.3.20) so
the Virgin Mother of God
is the Mother of the new
humanity restored and
deif ied through the
incarnation of the Eternal
Son. She is dressed in royal
purple and outstretched in
majesty. She is lying down
because he is tired, her
maternity is real and not an
illusion.

The angels praise and
glorify God and bring the
message to the shepherds,
one of whom looks in
wonder and the other plays
his pipe in celebration. If the
shepherds symbolize simple
folk and the Jewish people,
the Magi symbolize wise
and learned people, and
the Gentile nations.

Below the Virgin, women
deal with the practical
consequences of a human
birth - the washing of the
baby. Their function in the
icon is to stress the true

humanity of the Incarnate
God, against heretical
teaching that Christ only
appeared to be human. This
is to show that Christ is a
real human who requires
caring for all His human
needs.

At the bottom left corner
of the icon sits Joseph, the
one who is not the father
of the chi ld, and who
represents those who
cannot comprehend the
wonder of this event, which
is beyond the natural order
of things. An old shepherd
Thyros, representing the
devil, is stirring more doubts

in his heart, telling him that
something went wrong with
the mother because there
is no human child ever
without a human father. A
virgin birth is not possible;
it goes against all the laws
of nature. The face of the
Virgin is turned towards
Joseph - a symbol of
compassion for those beset
by doubts in believing.

(Baggley,, Windows of
Percept ion, Raya,
,Christmas )

http://www.melkite.org/
Mediation5.html
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1.  “PYLYPIVKA”
Known as the period of
fasting in preparation for the
coming Feasts of Nativity of
Christ and Theophany of
the Lord.  All weddings,
dancing, and parties are
prohibited until the civil new
year.  No Christmas Carols
(except for rehearsals of
course) are sung before the
Great Compline on
Christmas Eve (Dec. 24).

2.  “St. Nicholas Eve”
(December 5):  The customs
surrounding this holyday
are mostly for the children.
The family should attend
the Vesper service on the
evening of December 5th.
Following the service the
family returns home and the
children receive small gifts
of sweet goodies, nuts and
fruits under their pillows and
also a bunch of twigs.  The
twigs are a symbol of
penance to remind the
chi ldren that the
preparation continues.  (This
custom incorporated into
Ukraine  probably
originated in Asia Minor,
since it is common among
the Greek Byzantines).

3.  “SVIATYJ VECHIR”
(The Holy Supper
[evening])  Christmas Eve:

 The cattle, the horses, and
other domestic animals
(pets) are treated with
special care, well fed and
cleaned.  This is an act of
human gratitude for the
animals who work, help,
and give enjoyment
throughout the whole year.

A stock of wheat (in recent
times, a bunch of wheat) —
a symbol of ancestors — is
placed in the corner of the
room under the icons, and
remains standing there
during the Chris tmas
Season.  This represents
the bond between the living
and the dead members of
the family in the Birthday
celebrat ion of the
Redeemer. It is similar to the
Yule Log used in the
Scandinavian countries.

“Kutia” is the ancient main
course of the supper.  It is
made up of cooked wheat
grain, poppy seeds and
honey with nuts and raisins.
In Ukrainian tradition, it is
served for the Christmas
Holy Supper only.

Braided bread, in the
oblong form.  This is a
symbol of the Infant Jesus,
placed as the centerpiece
on the supper table, with
two lighted candles on each
side of the bread.  The table
is covered with bits of straw

or hay which is placed
under the tablecloth.

Another traditional dish is
the cooked dry fruit which
also has its origin in pre-
Christian Ukraine.

The Holy Supper is made
up of a 12 course meal:
F ish, Borshch with
“Vooshka” (stromboli) filled
with mushrooms, two or
three sorts of holubci, three
sorts of verenyky (pierogi),
mushroom sauce, dry fruit,
kutia, honeybread, nuts and
apples.

No one must be absent
from home on this Holy
Night, otherwise, an empty
setting on the table and an
extra chair will be placed
for the missing one.   An
empty place setting is also
set for the departed family
members.  All uneaten food
will be scraped from the
plates and put in this extra
dish “for the departed”.

One very significant act on
Christmas Eve in Ukraine is
not to turn away any
stranger from the door, but
to welcome the person into
the house.   Our Holy
Father St. Basil the Great
reminds all Ukrainians: “one
never knows if this is God
Himself coming in.

“All the Christmas Carols
(“Kolyady”) consist strictly in
the themes of the
mysterious birth of Jesus
and the stories of Christmas.

4. NEW YEARS EVE
“MALANKA”  (The feast
of St. Melanie)

The carolers are dressed in
the special costumes
depicting, King Herod, the
Devil, Death, an Angel, a
goat, a Hebrew, and
“Malanka”.  They carry a
star s ing the carols,
perform a short play and
dance. (“vertep”).

In the morning the boys
leave the house to wish all
the best for the New Year
and throw wheat grains
symbolizing hopes for a
plentiful new year.

5. SHCHEDRYJ VECHIR:
T H E O P H O N Y
(EPIPHANY) EVE.
“Shchedryj” means
“generous” or “from the
heart”.  But it does not
mean that one has to eat
allot.  The menu on this
evening is also meatless.
The people gratefully (with
full hearts) give thanks to
God, to parents, to
employers, to the pastor,
and all the others who
made for their happiness
and well being in the past
year.  For this occasion
there are special carols
“Shchedrivky” along with
carols and hymns for the
feast of Theophany
(Epiphany) with the themes
of the Baptism of the Lord
in the Jordan.  (You will note
in the Ukrainian tradition,
the Three Kings are
commemorated on
Christmas Day and not on
January 6th. — hence the
more proper term from this
feast as received from the
Church Slavonic Language
is Theophany).

Ask Fr. Yaroslav

(continued on next page)

Fr. Yaroslav:  I recently
married into  a Ukrainian
family and have become
a member of the Eastern
Church.  My mother-in-
law is telling me about
certain “Chris tmas
customs.”  Could you fill
me in on some of the
terms I have listed here?
I would appreciate it.
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SHCHEDRYJ VECHIR
SUPPER:  Again the table
is set as it was on Christmas
Eve, only now the
centerpiece has changed.
The three round braided
breads and three candles
“trytsia” — make up the
centerpiece.  They
symbolize the Holy Trinity,
which is revealed to us on
January 6.  Also on the
table (as part of the
centerpiece) is a jug filled
with the blessed water of
Jordan.

6 . T H E O P H A N Y
(EPIPHANY):  There are

Ask Fr. Yaroslav

various ceremonies in the
church and at the river
bank.  These ceremonies
vary from year to year
depending on which day of
the week January 6th falls.
The ceremonies always
conclude with the blessing
of the Jordan Water.  After
the water blessing (at the
river in Ukraine) caroling
continues all night, on the
same themes as the
Christmas Cycle.  The
entire Christmas Cycle is
concluded on January
14th, eight days after the
Theophany.

Christmas in Ukraine
Sviata Vechera OR
“Holy Supper” is the
central tradition of the
beautiful Christmas Eve
celebrations in Ukrainian
homes. The dinner table
sometimes has a few wisps
of hay on the embroidered
table cloth as a reminder
of the manger in Bethlehem.

When the children see the
first Star in the eastern
evening sky, which
symbolizes the trek of the
Three Wise Men, the
Sviata Vechera may
begin. In farming
communities the head of
the household now brings
in a sheaf of wheat called
the didukh which
represents the importance
of the ancient and rich
wheat crops of Ukraine, the
staff of life through the
centuries. Didukh means
literally “grandfather

spirit” so it symbolizes the
family’s ancestors. In city
homes a few stalks of
golden wheat in a vase are
often used to decorate the
table.

A prayer is said and the
father says the traditional
Christmas greet ing,
“Khristos rodyvsya!”
which translated is Christ
is born!, which is answered
by the family with “Slavite
Yoho!” which translated is
Let Us Glorify Him!. In
some families the Old
Slavic form Khristos
razhdayetsya is used.

At the end of the Sviata
Vechera the family often
sings Kolyadky which is
a Ukrainian Christmas
Carols. In many
communit ies the old
Ukrainian tradit ion of
caroling is carried on by

groups of young people
and members of
organizat ions and
churches calling at homes
and collecting donations.

The favorite Ukrainian carol
is Boh predvichny
meaning God Eternal
which has a very beautiful
melody and lyrics. Some
Ukrainian carols are
unusual because they
mention Ukraine while
others are ancient pagan
songs of a thousand years
ago which have been
converted into Christian
carols.

Christmas is a joyous day
which opens for Ukrainian
families with attendance at
Church. Ukrainian
Churches offer services
starting before midnight on
Christmas Eve and on
Christmas morning.

Christmas supper, without
Lenten restrictions, does
not have as many traditions
connected with it as Sviata
Vechera. The old tradition
in Ukraine of giving gifts to
children on St. Nicholas
Day, December 19th, has
generally been replaced by
the Christmas date.

The traditional Christmas
customs of Ukraine add
color and significance to
the winter fest ival of
Christmas, and Ukrainian
Christmas on January 7th
is usually a peaceful and
quiet event. This
celebration reminds us of
the baby in a Bethlehem
manger whose birthday we
celebrate. But whether
Christmas is celebrated on
December 25th or on
January 7th the message is
the same: “Peace on Earth!
Good will towards men!"
www.santas.net

(continued from previous page)
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Купони в головнім бюрі, 

     в філіях Кредитівки і на нашім 
Website: www.ukrfcu.com 

 
 

                                                                                Програма вигасає 31-го січня, 2009 

Minimum deposit $500 
 
 

Offer subject to change without notice. 
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        any teller or from our Website: www.ukrfcu.com. 
   2.  Complete the Direct Deposit Instructions slip 
        and give to your employer.  
   3.  Complete the $50 BONUS slip and bring or mail 
        it to the Credit Union. 
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        deposit check.                   
 

                                  Offer expires January 31, 2009 
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Обмеження: 
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   відкрити нове і кваліфікувати на $25 дар. 
● Гроші мусять залишатися на конті      
   один рік. 
● Не можна вживати разом з іншими 
   програмами. 

 
 

                     Програма вигасає 31-го січня, 2009 
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NO CHECK HOLDS

ALL YOU NEED TO DO



7December 21, 2008

December 24 -CHRISTMAS EVE.
9:00 p.m.- Compline Litia Service. Hierarchical

Divine Liturgy (UKR/ENG).

December 25 - CHRISTMAS DAY.
9:00 a.m.- Hierarchical Divine Liturgy (UKR).

11.00 a.m.- Divine Liturgy (ENG).

December 26 -SYNAXIS OF THEOTOKOS.
10.00 a.m. Divine Liturgy (UKR/ENG).

December 27 - FEAST OF ST. STEFAN.
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy (UKR/ENG).

January 1 - CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD.
FEAST OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT.

NEW YEAR’S DAY.
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy (UKR/ENG).

January 5 - EVE OF THEOPHANY
6:30 p.m. Divine Liturgy. Blessing of Water (ENG).

January 6 - THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD
(JORDAN).

9:00 a.m. Hierarchical Divine Liturgy. Blessing of
Water (UKR).

January 7 - CHRISTMAS (Julian Calendar)
10:00 a.m. Hierarchical Divine Liturgy (UKR).

January 11 - 3 p. m. FESTIVAL OF
CHRISTMAS CAROLS

Schedule of services at
Cathedral for Christmas 2008

Cathedral Christmas Bazaar 2008 (photos: Tanya Bilyj)
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Perth Amboy, New
Jersey – The first Sunday
in November was a day
for joyous celebration as
a native son of the
Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Ukrainian
Cathol ic Church,
Seminarian Paul Jason
Makar, was ordained to
the minor orders of
Acolyte, Lector, Cantor,
and Subdeacon.  Minor
orders are the first set of
ministries to which a
seminarian is ordained on
his journey to becoming a
priest.

The Most Reverend John
Bura, Auxiliary Bishop, was
delegated by
Metropolitan-Archbishop
Stefan Soroka to celebrate
the ordination and Divine
Liturgy.

Subdeacon Paul is the son
of Deacon Paul Makar
and Anna Makar of Perth
Amboy, NJ.  He has been
a lifelong member of the
Perth Amboy Parish where
Rev. Roman Dubitsky is
pastor.  An interesting
piece of history is that
Subdeacon Paul was
baptized and chrismated
by then, Perth Amboy
pastor, Msgr. Stephen
Sulyk, and later
Metropolitan-Archbishop
Stephen Sulyk, who also
ordained Subdeacon
Paul’s father, Deacon
Paul, a Subdeacon and
later a deacon.

Subdeacon Paul Jason Makar

Bishop John Bura places his hand on the head of

ordinand Paul Jason Makar, assisted by Deacon Paul

Makar, Subdeacon Pavlo Myts, and St. Josaphat

Seminary Rector, Fr. Robert Hitchens.

Newly ordained Subdeacon Paul Jason Makar is joined by Pastor, Rev. Roman

Dubitsky, ordaining Bishop, The Most Reverend John Bura, his father and mother

Deacon Paul and Anna Makar, Seminarians of St. Josaphat Seminary, and altar

servers of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church.

Subdeacon Paul began his
seminary studies at St.
Josaphat Seminary and at
the Catholic University of
America in 2004.  Prior to
that, Paul was a graduate
of the State University of
New York Marit ime
College, and was a
commissioned off icer
holding the rank of
lieutenant in the United
States Navy.  Later, he
served in the United States
Navy reserve and worked
in various engineering
capacit ies including
brewery operations at
Anheuser-Busch, Newark,
NJ.

Subdeacon Paul is
currently completing his

third year of theological
studies at St. Josaphat
Seminary and at Catholic
University.  He is looking

forward to being ordained
a deacon in the spring of
2009 and a priest in the
spring of 2010.
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Women's Day - March 28, 2009

The Archeparchial Women’s Day committee announces their upcoming
Women’s Day to be held on Saturday, March 28, 2009.  The theme is:
FROM GRIEF TO GRACE.  “From God’s fullness we have all received…
grace upon grace” (Jn.1:16).

The Keynote Speaker slated for the day is Kimberly Hashin, MD. who will
guide the reflections for the day.  Dr. Kim Hashin as she is known is a
lifelong member of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in Minersville, PA.
where the Rev. Archpriest Michael Hutsko is pastor.

Dr. Kimberly Hashin received her training from Pennsylvania State University,
Milton S. Hershey Medical Center, Internal Medicine residency from 1993-

1996 and as Chief Resident from 1996-1997.  Prior to that, she received her education from Pennsylvania
State University College of Medicine and Albright College in Reading, PA.

Presently she is a Board Certified Internist with Pottsville Internists Associates.  She is also the Medical
Director for Seton Manor Skilled Nursing Home, Co-Director for the Schuylkill Osteoporosis Clinic and on
the Cancer Committee for the Schuylkill Medical Center East Norwegian.

Adding to her many achievements, and possibly the far greatest, is that Dr. Hashin is the wife of Albert
Evans, Esq. and the mother of Albe and Alan Evans.

Once again, the committee for the Archeparchial Women’s Day, invites all women to the Immaculate
Conception Cathedral in Philadelphia for an unforgettable day!  For further information write to Sr.
Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM  at dabusowski@stbasils.com or call (215)379-3998 ext. 35.  Obtain
registration forms from your pastor, from the office of the Archeparchy of Philadelphia.  Pre-registration
is $25.00 and $30.00 at the door.

Dr. Kimberly Hashin

From Philadelphia to New
York City, Chicago, IL to
Newark, NJ, Hamtramck,
MI to Chesapeake City,
MD, the Sisters of the
Order of Saint Basil the
Great have been a major
component of numerous
lives through schools,
orphanages, and parishes.
In preparation of their
100th Anniversary of
ministry in the United
States, the Sisters are
collecting memories of the
many people whose lives

Documenting 100 Years of Ministry
are intertwined with the
Sisters.

If you, or someone you
know, has memories of
time spent with Sisters,
photographs, or other
mementos - we would
like to hear from you!!
Please contact Sister
Dorothy Ann Busowski at
215.379.3998 ext. 35,
dabusowski@stbasils.com,
or 710 Fox Chase Road,
Fox Chase Manor, PA
19046

The Sisters of the Order
of Saint Basil the Great
are a worldwide religious
community.  They respond
to the needs of God’s
people today, embodying
the welcoming
presence of the Lord.
In leading uniquely
effective and innovative
ministries in education,
spir i tual direct ion,
evangelization, and lay
collaboration, they
bring the rich traditions
and mysteries of the

Eastern Church to those
they encounter.  For more
information concerning this
rich heritage, please call
215.379.3998 or visit us
at www.stbasils.com.
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The 5th Annual Ukrainian
New Year Dinner Dance -
MALANKA - will take place
on Friday evening, January
16, 2009, 6:30pm to
1:00am, at St. Vladimir
Parish Center, 428 North
Seventh Avenue, Scranton.
Michael Slavich and
Helenmarie Olecki, both of
Scranton, are serving as
chairman and cochairman
respectively.

MALANKA
Scranton, PA

Sponsored by the
combined Ukrainian
organizat ions of
Northeastern Pennsylvania,
the celebration will be
catered by Paul A. Wanas
of Accentuate Caterers of
Distinctive Events offering a
generously varied
American and Ukrainian
dinner buffet including
borshch, holubchi, chicken
Kyiv, kobasa, pyrohy,, etc.
along with a cash bar and

dancing to the music of the
internat ional ly known
orchestra Fata Morgana of
New Jersey/New York plus
a late night champagne
toast.

Tickets are $40.00 and can
be obtained by contacting:
Helenmarie Olecki of West
Scranton at 570-343-8002
or Michael Slavich of
Scranton at 570-342-8656.

The Planning Committee is
composed of members of
the Ukrainian Heritage
Council of Northeastern
Pennsylvania; St. Michael’s
Ukrainian Orthodox
Church, Scranton; St .
Vladimir’s Ukrainian Greek
Catholic Church, Scranton;
North Anthracite Council of
the League of Ukrainian
Cathol ics and the
Ukrainian Fraternal
Association headquartered
in Scranton.

The Way Subscriptions

Prior to the Summer break this past year, the number of paid subscriptions to The Way was 980. We
published over 2,000 copies which were sent gratis. As in Metropolitan Stefan’s letter in the July 6, 2008
mailed issue, there was a deficit of over $100,000.

Since the decision to continue The Way online, we have over 300 email subscriptions which are sent
regularly and we have approximately 1,047 “hits” on average every issue on the website.

There is the understanding that many who received The Way by regular mail do not receive it anymore.
It is regrettable but at the same time considering the audience we are reaching, we believe we have
widened our scope, albeit a small one for now.

At some time, all newspapers will be distributed in this fashion and manner.  We have taken the path
that insures the Word is proclaimed and the news of our Archeparchy and Church will still be distributed.

We would like to thank those who receive The Way, who “hit” us every issue and to those who have
helped distribute the paper to those who have no manner in receiving it.

May you have a Blessed Christmas and happy, healthy New Year full of God’s blessings. We look
forward to serving you throughout 2009.

The Staff of The Way
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(Photo by: Msgr. Peter Waslo)

St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic School Students,
Philadelphia, PA, visit the Treasury of Faith Museum

Photo left: Shelby Chepress (grade 6) next to the Tabernacle

used in the first Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the

Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, PA.

Photo bottom left: Taylor Houston (grade 7) next to the

Tabernacle donated by the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin

Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, New Brunswick, NJ.

Photo below: Stephan Halas (grade 8) next to the

Tabernacle donated by the former Protection of the Blessed

Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, Philadelphia, PA.

Students from St. Josaphat

Ukrainian Catholic School

visited the Treasury of Faith

Museum in November. Sr.

Timothea, MSMG, spoke to

the chi ldren about

Tabernacles, in which the

Eucharist is "reserved" (stored).

The children were given an

assignment to draw or create

a Tabernacle and bring it back

to the museum.  The children

also went on a tour of the

museum with Sr. Timothea,

MSMG and Sr. Evhenia,

MSMG.
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"Holodomor Weekend Commemoration" in Los Angeles,
CA, on November 8-9, 2008

The Weekend Commemoration began on
Saturday, November 8th at 2:00pm with a
presentation of songs and writings about the
Holodomor "Be Well and Prosper, My Beloved
Ukraine"  created and performed by Fr. Edward
Danylo Evanko.

At 3:30pm there was a Holodomor "Tryzna", a
meager meal of black bread and weak broth
honoring the memory of those that perished.

Following the "Tryzna" there was a screening of
a documentary short film titled "Holodomor:
Ukraine's Genocide of 1932-33" and a
Holodomor themed Art and Literature Poster
Exhibition titled "Execution by Hunger" at 4:00pm
in the Ukrainian Catholic Church of the Blessed
Virgin Mary in Los Angeles, CA.

On Sunday, November 9th at 10:00am
Archpastoral Divine Liturgies were concelebrated
at the Ukrainian Catholic Church of the Blessed
Virgin Mary and Saint Andrew's Ukrainian
Orthodox Church both located in Los Angeles.

At 3:30pm an inter-faith commemoration of
the millions of victims of the Holodomor in
Ukraine was held at the Cathedral of Our Lady
of the Angels in Los Angeles, California.  The
"Zahalna Panakhyda"-Memorial Service was
concelebrated by Bishop John Bura of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church and Metropolitan
Constantine of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church.
Those who attended the service were invited to
join the candle-lit procession  from the Cathedral
to the Holodomor Memorial Plaque site located
at Civic Center Mall in Downtown Los Angeles.

To learn more about the film, "Holodomor:
Ukraine's Genocide of 1932-33" please visit
their website at www.HolodomorTheMovie.com.

Metropolitan Constantine and Bishop John Bura concelebrate a
"Zahalna Panakhyda" at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels.

Bishop John Bura at the Ukrainian Catholic Church of the
Blessed Virgin Mary in Los Angeles on November 9th.

Holodomor Display and "Tryzna" on November 8th.
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Photo to the left:  The children share
holiday cheer with St. Nicholas, Father
Joseph Szupa (Pastor), Father Vasyl
Vladyka (Assistant Pastor) and Tom
Dochych (Choir Director)

Photo above:  The angels help St.
Nicholas as he distributes gifts to the
children.

St. Nicholas visits Hillside, NJ Parish
On Sunday, December 7, 2008, St. Nicholas visited the children and adults at Immaculate Conception
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Hillside, NJ as he was passing through Union County, NJ. The children (Julia
Pelesz; Ariana & Julianna Shatynski; Sonya Khedr; Sofia, Maria & John Soroka; Ariadna & Sophika Stockert)
joined adults (Odarka & Tom Stockert) to present a
beautiful bi-lingual program in honor of St. Nicholas.
Father Joseph Szupa and Father Vasyl Vladyka led the
audience in prayer and Christmas caroling.  Special
thanks to Russ Pencak for serving as liaison to St. Nicholas.
The church hall was full of great spirit and sharing of
talent — all in honor of St. Nicholas.

Hundreds of visitors enjoyed the two-day Christmas bazaar at
Annunciation of the BVM Ukrainian Catholic Church staged by dozens
of parishioner volunteers over the wintry weekend of December 6-7.

Christmas Bazaar in Melrose Park, PA

Ukrainian crafts, gifts, music, artwork and
traditional foods were on offer in the
recently renovated church hall in Melrose
Park. At the conclusion of the bazaar,
Father Ihor Royik extended hearty thanks
to all who made the bazaar such a great
success. (Submitted by Russell Cooke)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May the guding light of the Bethlehem Star
 lead us to The Way of Christ -

the path to salvation.

Therefore, let us all sing the Christmas carol,
Boh Predvichny - God Eternal:

To Metropolitan Stefan, Bishop John, and all our readership,

The entire staff of "The Way" greets all on this joyous
Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord God and Savior, Jesus Christ !

God Eternal is born today
He came down from above

To save us with His love
Christ, the Son of God.

Christ is Born!
Glorify Him!

"The Way" Holiday Schedule

On December 31, 2008 there
 will be a special "Sobor Issue"

of "The Way".

The first 2009 issue
 of "The Way" will be the
January 18, 2009 Issue.

January 11, 2009: Festival of Christmas Carols, 3
p.m. at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in
Philadelphia.  (Philadelphia, PA)

January 16, 2009: MALANKA -The 5th Annual
Ukrainian New Year Dinner Dance.  St. Vladimir Parish
Center, 428 North Seventh Avenue, Scranton, PA,
6:30pm to 1:00am.  Tickets are $40 and can be obtained
by contacting: Helenmarie Olecki 570-343-8002 or
Michael Slavich 570-342-8656.  (Scranton, PA)

March 28, 2009: Annual Archeparchial Women's
Day.  "From Grief to Grace" speaker Dr. Kimberly
Hashin at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
in Philadelphia.  Pre-registration is $25 and $30 at the

door.  Contact Sr. Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM for
details at dabusowski@stbasils.com or 215-379-3998
x35. (Philadelphia, PA)

by Tosia Oliver and
Natalka Doblosky Passaic, NJ

St. Nicholas came to visit the children of St. Nicholas
Ukrainian  Catholic School in honor of the Feast Day
of St. Nicholas, December 6th. The school’s patron
saint made a special appearance in church after the
first Friday Divine Liturgy on December 5th.  With
warm holiday wishes, he greeted each child and gifted
them traditional chocolate treats and candy canes.
The happy students enjoyed their annual visit by their
beloved saint and returned to their classes filled with
the spirit of Christmas.

St. Nicholas Visits
St. Nicholas Ukrainian

Catholic School,
Passaic, NJ


