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I.  How can you and
I come to know the
way?

We gather as one
Church, the hierarchy,
clergy, rel igious and
faithful of the Ukrainian
Catholic Archeparchy of
Philadelphia in our Sobor
of 2008 to ask the apostle
Thomas’ question, “Lord,
we do not know where you
are going.  How can we
know the way?”(Jn 14:5).
Again and again, Jesus
had told his apostles
where he was going. They
failed to understand.  You
and I, like Thomas and the
other apostles struggle to
understand.  Thomas had
the courage to express his
doubts and failures to
understand.  The question
of a doubting man
provoked a response
which provides you and
me direction and insight
as to the meaning of life.
We gather and beseech
the Holy Spirit to give us
the courage to respond to
Jesus’ way of life.

Jesus responded: “I
am the way, and the
truth, and the life; no
one comes to the
Father but through
me.” (Jn 14:6)
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  “Lord”, said Thomas, “we do not know where you are going.  How can we know the
way?”  (Gospel of St. John 14:5)

by Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka

Salvation comes
through our encounter
with Jesus Christ, the
revealer. Jesus’ way
includes his entire history,
that is, his earthly activity,
his death, and his
resurrection.  It also
includes his way from
heavenly preexistence into
the world and back again
to the Father. People now
have a way to God
because in Jesus, God
himself has come to them
and thus opened the way.
Jesus is the revealer who
brings true, eternal, divine
life. Our understanding of
Jesus as the way has
enormous implications for
our faith.  Faith must be
something vi tal and
dynamic.  Faith takes hold
of our whole being and
guides us into a continuous
being on the way.  Faith
includes union with Jesus,
and an ever new seeking
of Jesus.

Jesus is the truth.
In Jesus, we learn of the
absolute dependability of
God in his dealings with
his people.  We can rely
without reservation on
God’s word, his promise,
his fidelity.  Those who
depend on God’s word
and revelation and count

on it in practice by living
the truth in faith participate
in the truth of God.  “If
you live according to my
teaching, you are truly my
disciples; then you will
know the truth, and the
truth will set you free” (Jn
8:31-32).  In coming to
know Jesus and his
message, humanity
encounters the liberating
truth and reality of God.
In Jesus, we experience
truth as salvation and love.

Jesus is the life.  It
is not enough for people
to have the bare essentials
of life, such as food,
clothing and shelter, and
the participation in the
pursui t of a certain
standard of living or in
shared cultural values.
Faith demands more.  It
tells us that even these
things are not enough.
Faith tells us that human
life attains to its complete
ful f i l lment only in
communion with God.  The
absence of God is an
absence of meaning,
happiness, and joy, and
is responsible for many
problems of human life
and for alienation of
humanity.  Jesus offers us
communion with God.
Jesus Christ makes
possible for us a life that

transcends all other forms
of fulfillment.  Faith is the
beginning of eternal life in
Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ
gives access to complete
communion with God.

II.  THE  PURSUIT OF
“THE WAY, THE
TRUTH, AND THE LIFE”
WITHIN OUR
     ARCHEPARCHY

A Change in our
Pr ior i ty from a
M a i n t e n a n c e
Approach to a
Missionary Approach

Parishes are called
to make a shift from a
maintenance approach to
a missionary approach in
their priorities.  Pope John
Paul II observed that
“Faith is indeed
strengthened when it is
shared.  Too many
parishes concentrate, most
of the time, on those who
frequent the Sacraments
and do not make a
determined effort to
approach the lost one, or
those who are not yet in
the fold…. A parish which
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closes itself in is but only
an administrative entity
without inner life, drive and
dynamism.  Such a parish
could be termed a failure”.

Our parishes need
to move towards a strongly
open and outward
looking pastoral
approach.  It is not enough
to concentrate on your
own community.  We need
to approach everyone
living within the area of
the parish.  Perhaps most
harmful is a kind of
communal self-absorption
reflected in nationalistic
parochialism.  This can
become a major barrier
to Jesus’ command to “Go
out and make disciples of
all nations” (Mt 28:19).

S o m e t i m e s
necessarily, we seem to be
more worried about
buildings, structures and
money rather than on
prayer, trust in God’s
providence and faith in our
endeavors.  If the only
thing we do is repair
buildings, this will kill us
spiritually. Parishes today
face significant challenges
of meeting ongoing
expensive repairs with
decreasing resources.  The
constant need to meet
these needs seriously
impacts the ability and
energy needed for a shift
in priori t ies to
evangelization.  Yet, a
change in our priorities is
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called for in response to
Jesus’ response to
doubting Thomas’ desire
to know the way.  Do you
and I share his genuine
desire to know the way?
Will we take the necessary
risk in changing our
priorities within our parish?

 EVANGELIZATION

Pope John Paul II
identified three kinds of
evangelical activity: first, to
those who have not heard
the word; second, the
ongoing formation in the
faith of those who are
present in our Christian
communities, and thirdly,
the evangelization of those
who, though baptized,
have lost the living sense
of faith.

We need to
embrace evangelization on
all three levels.  The
episcopal ‘omophor’
(stole), symbolizes the
active search for the lost
at all cost.  A priority of
evangelization efforts
within our archeparchy
must be focused beyond
those already ‘in the fold’.
Salvation of the souls not
yet saved ought to be our
shared priori ty as a
Church.  We need to
nurture an accepting
attitude to ministering in
different languages and in
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dif ferent cultural
communities.  We need to
embrace our Russian
speaking Ukrainians and
other Eastern European
neighbors who are non-
Churched and who have
made their new home
amidst us in the
archeparchy.  Our
parishes are surrounded
by people who belong to
no Church and who sadly
are familiar with our
Ukrainian Catholic Church
primarily through the sale
of pyrohy.  We are
characterized as
communities of faith who
are not known to their
surrounding neighbors.
The potent ial for
evangelization efforts is
immense.  It reveals who
we are as followers in the
footsteps of Jesus Christ,
Our Lord and Savior.  We
become ambassadors of
Christ to the world in
revealing to others the way
of Jesus Christ.

O n g o i n g
formation of those within
our parish communities
requires greater priority.
The small numbers of
children within each parish
limits the ability of each
parish offering the already
well-developed program
of catechesis for children
and youth.  The formation
of our youngest must
always be a priority of

every parish.  Offering
catechetical instruction
together with neighboring
parishes or offering it in
blocks of time such as in
summer catechet ical
camps may be necessary
alternatives.  Equally
important is the necessity
for a focus on the ongoing
catechetical instruction of
adults.  Bible studies,
reflections on the meaning
and significance of our
liturgies, and instruction on
the Mysteries or
Sacraments, and on the
basic tenets of our faith
ought to be regularly
offered within parishes or
deaneries.  A
recommended program
which focuses on
catechetical learning by
the entire family unit is
“Generations of Faith”.

Evange l i za t ion
within our archeparchy
must be characterized by
a celebration of gratitude
for the powerful way in
which Jesus Christ has
offered Himself to us
through our Eastern
tradition.  We need to be
who we are called to be!
This was strongly
encouraged by Pope John
Paul I I in his 1996
Instruction to the Eastern
Catholic Churches, and in
continual exhortations by
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Pope Benedict XVI as to
the rich patrimony of the
Eastern Churches.  Our
archeparchy has gradually
introduced some reforms
in recent years aimed at
restoring our identity as an
Eastern Church.  Among
these were the elimination
of the ‘filioque’ during the
recitation of the Creed; the
return to the use of all three
Mysteries of Initiation, that
is the administering of the
Holy Eucharist to the newly
baptized; and the
encouragement not to
celebrate the Divine Liturgy
on aliturgical days, such
as during Lent.  It is not a
choice as to be who we
are called to be as an
Eastern Church.  We have
a special call and mission
to live and express our
Eastern Traditions to the
Latin Catholic Church and
to other Eastern Catholic
and Orthodox Churches.
This is the “pearl of great
price” which we desire to
understand and to share
with all who find their way
into our lives.

 EVANGELIZATION IS
THE RESPONSIBILITY
OF ALL BAPTIZED
  CHRISTIANS

A former Secretary
for the Congregation for
Divine Worship and
Discipline of Sacraments in
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Rome, Archbishop
Malcolm Ranjith, observed
in a recent speech that,
“the mission to evangelize
within each parish is not
the sole responsibility of
the clerics.  Each lay
member of the Church is
a potential missionary who
through his saintly life and
coherence with the
demands of the Gospel,
could announce and give
witness to the love of God
made manifest in the life
and mission of Christ.  This
immense potential is what
God Himself provides in
His goodness to the Church
and ought to be harnessed
to the full.  No parish priest
or bishop should think that
these gif ts are
unimportant”.

It is not uncommon
to observe within our
parishes that the major
ministry and administrative
functions appear to be the
exclusive responsibility and
task of the priest.  This may
be an active choice or style
of some priests.  Others
may have assumed the
bulk of the responsibilities
because of what may
appear as a lack of
initiative by parishioners. In
some parishes,
parishioners have not been
act ively invi ted and
encouraged to participate.
Whatever the cause,
whether intentional or not,
the Church is poorer

because of it.  Effective
evangelization depends
upon the active and
creative participation of
gifted laity.  Evangelization
is not a ministry meant to
be ful f i l led by lone
individuals, whether the
priest or laity.  Parishioners
need to be empowered to
become agents of
evangelization with the
clergy.  Empowerment
includes being ful ly
informed of all aspects of
the operations of the
parish, and inclusion in the
discernment of the needs
of the parish and its
parishioners.  This could
include the formation of
parish pastoral councils
challenged to assist the
priest in the mission to
evangelize within and
beyond the parish.

We are called to
be ‘people of hope’,
showing others the way to
God.  We are called to
l ive with a spir i t of
optimism, stemming from
the convict ion that
everything is possible with
faith and prayer and trust
in God.  We are reminded
of Jesus’ disdain for the
steward who hid his talents
and did not produce
results.  The Lord’s words
are reserved for us too if
we do the same.  “You
wicked and lazy
servant,…throw him into

the dark where there will
be weeping and grinding
of teeth” (Mt 25:26).
Whether we are a bishop,
priest, religious or lay
member, our call to go
forth and to baptize all
nations is not just an honor,
but an awesome
responsibility.  We are
reminded that when a
person has had a great
deal given to him in trust,
more will be expected of
him.

Periodic honest
reflection of ourself as a
parish family can be of
immeasurable help in
discerning our response to
know the way.  Would
others describe us as
people who live in hope
of eternal and everlasting
life?  Do we share optimism
and hope in our manner
of worship and in our day-
to-day living?  Are we
‘other-focused’ rather than
self-centered with our love,
concern, charity of time
and resources?  Do others
find our parish to be joy-
filled in its celebration of
the Holy Mysteries and in
the celebration of the
Divine Li turgy?
Evangelization is the work
of God and God is
already at work.  We must
awaken our hearts and
minds to welcome what
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God is accomplishing in
our midst.  This is also
reflected in our active
ministry as a parish in
caring for the sick, the
lonely, the poor and those
alienated.

An act ively
evangelizing parish also
steadfastly recruits others
for the service of God and
His Church.  Joy in guiding
others in the way to Jesus
Christ manifests itself in the
invitation of people to
respond to a call to serve
as a priest, religious or in
special lay ministries within
the Church.  Opportunities
for prayer and reflection
on vocations, and the
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sharing of the r ich
meaningfulness of a
vocation to serve God
ought to be regularly
encouraged within every
parish.

III.
CONCLUDING
THOUGHTS

       We identify with the
doubting apostle Thomas
when we recognize our
weakness in knowing the
way of following Jesus
Christ.  Jesus Christ reveals
Himself as the way, and
the truth, and the life, and
invites us to full communion

with God through Him.
We proclaim during the
Divine Liturgy, “All who
have been baptized in
Christ have put on Christ”.
We experience within
ourselves the living desire
of Christ Himself to
proclaim the Good News.
This challenges us to
choose to shift from a
maintenance approach to
a missionary way of life in
our parish.  Catechetical
instruction of children,
youth and adults must be
steadily offered within
each parish.  Efforts to
evangelize are to take on
greater importance and
urgency amidst us.  These
efforts challenge each
parish to solicit and use
the talents and gifts of all
in the parish.  The
importance of lay
involvement in
evangelization must be
embraced with enthusiasm
by both clergy and laity.
Evangelization must be
directed to the
neighboring community of
the parish, to newcomers,
and to those who have
lapsed in their faith.

In his Apostolic
Letter, Novo Millennio
Ineunte, Pope John Paul
II professed that “We shall
not be saved by a formula
but by a Person, and the
assurance which he gives:

I am with you!   It is not
therefore a matter of
inventing a ‘new program’.
The program already
exists: it is the plan found
in the Gospel and in the
living Tradition, it is the
same as ever.  Ultimately,
it has its center in Christ
himself, who is to be
known, loved and imitated,
so that in him we may live
the life of the Trinity, and
with him transform the
history until its fulfillment in
the heavenly Jerusalem.
This is a program which
does not change with shifts
of times and cultures, even
though it takes account of
time and culture for the
sake of true dialogue and
effective communication.  It
must be translated into
pastoral ini t iat ives
adapted to the
circumstances of each
community…. With its
universal and
indispensable provisions,
the program of the
Gospel must continue to
take root, as it has always
done, in the life of the
Church everywhere”.

Unlike the apostle
Thomas, we are aware
where we are going.  We
need to keep refocusing
or redirecting so that we
may continue to be
bearers of Christ.Metropolitan Archbishop Stefan Soroka's Address at the

2008 Sobor of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of

Philadelphia on October 25th, 2008.
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From the Archbishop's Desk

December 5, 2008

Glory to Jesus Christ!

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Words cannot adequately express by heartfelt
appreciation for your participation in the Archieparchial Sobor
held in Philadelphia on Saturday, October 25, 2008.  Your
presence and your contribution in the discussions spoke loudly
of your love and care for Jesus Christ and for His Holy Church.

Attached are a copy of the presentation I gave in the morning and a summary of
the groups’ responses gathered in the afternoon.  I have summarized them under four
headings; namely, Spiritual Renewal and Evangelization, Parish Renewal, Pastoral Leadership
and Vocations.  The responses given by the twelve groups of participants provide significant
direction for all of us as we endeavor to follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ.  They are
a worthy response to the question Apostle Thomas posed to Jesus, “We do not know
where you are going.  How can we know the way? (Jn 14:5).

The Holy Spirit has inspired us to understand the way.  Let each of us study the
responses and renew our commitment to evangelize.  As I indicated at the end of the
Sobor, there is little amidst the response that requires any special authoritative permission
to accomplish.  Let us honestly reflect on the directions revealed from our discussions.  We
pray that each of us will be inspired to take action in that which needs to be done for the
renewal of our Church, and in our efforts to evangelize.  God bless you with continued
zeal to courageously respond to Jesus’ invitation to “go out and make disciples of all” (Mt
28:19).

A Blessed and Holy Celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
God is With Us!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+Stefan Soroka
Metropolitan-Archbishop
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Welcome

I want to thank the clergy,
the religious, and the
faithful your sacrifice of
time and travel, for your
interest and commitment
to the Church you love
and serve.

This is a special week -
held a meet ing with
Ukra in ian Cathol ic
Bishops on this past
Wednesday; he ld a
meeting with superiors of
religious congregations
wi th the theme of
renewal of charisms and
treasures of consecrated
life in our Church; held a
day of prayer and
reflection yesterday with
the c lergy of
Archeparchy, with Bishop
Joseph Galante of the
Camden Diocese.

Today - it’s like going to
MapQuest for directions
- “Lord, said Thomas, we
do not know where we
are going. How can we
know the way?”

The journey is a collective

one, involving all of us -
Bishops, clergy, religious
and faithful. Our sharing
is important. The Holy
Spirit acts powerfully
through such gatherings.
It’s an opportunity to
listen to one another.

I was privileged to be
assigned to minister to
you as your Archbishop
in February, 2001. We
held a Sobor on April
13th, 2002 with the theme
- “ Our Church - Our
Spi r i tua l  Home:
Percept ions and
Expectations”. Some 350
participants participated.
The main speaker was Fr.
Peter Galadza who
s t ressed Church as
‘family’, and the need to
be vis ion minded as
opposed to be ing
problem minded. There
were discussion groups
which looked at the
strengths of the Church,
and what areas needed
improvement. The report
of the main points shared
and the
recommendations are in

the packages which you
received. Two delegates
represented our Sobor at
the Sobor of the entire
Ukra in ian Cathol ic
Church held that same
year in Ukraine.

To some extent, some of
the goals were fulfilled;
many are cont inued
needs of the Church. The
thoughts shared at that
Sobor became one of my
constant companions in
the past 6 years, in my
attempt to minister to you
as your Archbishop.

The past years have been
filled with visits to the
different parishes. These
were exce l len t
opportunities to come to
know the people of this
Archeparchy and the
c lergy . I  have been
amazed at the beauty of
the churches and the
exceptional way many of
them are looked after by
the faithful and their
pastors. It is obvious that
much sacrifice was given
and continues to be given

by many in their love for
their parish families.

I have also reflected on
the s ta t i s t i cs of  the
Archeparchy which offer
us a sort of a reality check
of what is happening. In
the year 2007, there
were 162 baptisms, as
opposed to 480 in 1987.
Marriages numbered 65
as opposed to 310 in
1987. Deaths have
actually declined from
579 in 1987 to 418 in
2007. There were only
34 people received into
the Church in 2007, and
our total population is
somewhere around
22,000 families, about a
third less than what was
statistically reported in
1987. The statistics in the
other eparchies reflect the
same trends.

Keep in mind that there
has been a lot of change
in society in the last 20
years. What is happening
to us is really not much

M e t r o p o l i t a n

Archbishop Stefan

Soroka's Address to

clergy and

representatives of

parishes in the

Ukrainian Catholic

Archeparchy of

Philadelphia at the

Sobor on 10/25/08.
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different than what is
occurring in many other
denominations.     One
could observe that the
percentage of our
parishioners regularly
attending is probably
significantly higher than
in the Lat in Church.
Relatively, we have been
holding our own, so to
speak.

We ought to be careful
not to get into a mindset
of look ing to fau l t
someone or tends for
what has occurred. It is
no one’s fault. And it is a
complete waste of time
to even play in that
sandbox of blaming!
What is important is that
we take this as a precious
opportunity to stop and
to reflect on ourselves.
We need to try and be
proactive in our response
to changes which are
occurring, some of which
are far beyond our ability
to change.

The Apost le Thomas
wanted Jesus to help him
understand the way. You
and I ought to share
Thomas’ zeal  to
understand the way,
where we are going
within our Archeparchy.
That’s why we are here
today.

I have ‘fallen in love’ with
the clergy, the religious

and the faithful of this
Archeparchy.
I  be l ieve that th i s
Archeparchy i s
characterized by people
who have always strived
for the best.
I believe that there is
much reason for hope for
us in this Archeparchy.

Yes, some parishes will
perhaps yet close. I say
perhaps because i t
depends in part how they
choose to ‘be’ parish, to
‘be’ church. Please keep
in mind that the size of a
parish is not the critical
factor. Some larger ones
could face closure quicker
than smaller ones! But,
there is reason for hope,
even for growth in
par i sh ioners ,  and
certainly growth in the
perceived spiritual value
of a parish family for the
parishioners.

You know that lovers
sometimes experience
tenseness in the i r
relat ionship because
things sometimes aren’t
just right. Something is
amiss! That is what I have
come to feel in my heart
in this love relationship
which has developed with
the good clergy, religious
and fa i th fu l  o f  th i s
Archeparchy.

Let me try and explain
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Archeparchy of Philadelphia Day of Prayer for

Clergy on October 24, 2008 at the Cathedral.

Guest speaker: Bishop Joseph Galante of the

Camden Diocese.  (Photos by Msgr. Peter Waslo.)
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my struggle with the story
of a man in his mid-life
years, who was for many
years in good health,
worked hard, enjoyed life,
met his responsibilities of
life with joy.

He began to not feel well,
losing color on his face,
hav ing a spot ted
complexion, and a blue
tongue. He became
concerned and went to
the doctor after much
encouragement from his
f r iends .  The doctor
examined h im, and
conducted a whole
battery of tests. After
about a week, the doctor
phoned the man and told
him that he was a very
sick man, and that he
probably did not have
very much longer to live.
So, the man quit his job,
travelled, and did many
of the things he had long
wanted to do.

One day, as he was
passing a tailor shop, he
said to himself, “I have
never had a made-to-
measure suit, and I should
give myself that privilege
before I die”. He went
into the shop. He chose
the finest material, and
then the tailor began to
measure him for the suit
- 36 waist – 33 inseam,
33 sleeves…and so on.

Then the man asked the
tailor to also make him a
tailor-made silk shirt to
match the new suit. The
tailor measured him for
the shirt - sleeves 34, neck
size. The tailor then said,
“well, let’s give you just
a bit more room and
make it 16 and a half”.
The man immediately
objected and said that he
always had worn a size
15 shirt and he insisted
that the tailor re-measure
his collar size. The tailor

did so, and confirmed
that the size he needed
was 16 and a half. The
man objected loudly and
ins is ted that he had
always worn a size 15
shirt, and demanded that
the tailor make him a shirt
with a size 15 neck size.
The tailor said that he
would do it, but that
when the man would be
wearing the size 15 shirt,
he would experience
great discomfort, that his
face would be pale and
spotted, and that his
tongue would be blue in
color!

I have much hope for us.
But I need your help to
breathe and live with a
16 and a half shirt size!

We desperately need to
make a major shift in our
mindset.

We need to shift from
what I would term a

maintenance model to a
Missionary / Evangelizing
mindset. It has to be an
active choice on our part.
We have to willingly let
go of our choosing to be
comfortable with the way
we might do things, and
to risk ourselves for our
faith - for Jesus Christ!

I have heard it said to
me far too of ten,
“Archbishop, leave us
alone, we know that
change is necessary but
first bury me and then do
what you have to do!” I
was not called to serve
you as your Archbishop
and to clean up after you
are gone! I believe that I
am called to shepherd
you with hope - hope for
your salvation, mine, and
the many we are called
to save by who we are
and what we do!

Generations  of Faith Presentation by Sr.  Ann Lazsok, OSBM and Michael Cross on 10/25/08.
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We are far too focused
as a church on serving
the perfectly well and safe
99 sheep in the fold.
People leave and who
searches for them? Does
anyone care about them?

One of the first things I
did in the early years of
my min i s t ry in the
Archeparchy was to go
out and search for every
priest that, for whatever
reason, was alienated
f rom our Ukra in ian
Catholic Church.

Who goes out to search
for the ‘lost from our
parishes, those who have
wandered for whatever
reason, sometimes just
out of sheer foolishness
like the one lost sheep;
or out of carelessness like
the one lost coin out of
10 co ins ;  or out of
rebellion like the one son
of two who left his father’s
house. The shepherd left
the 99 to look for the one
lost sheep; the woman
swept her house feverishly
to look for the one lost
coin; the father waited
with great patience and
anticipation for the return
of his son.

This is a responsibility and
task shared by all the
baptized. Each of us in
the par i sh knows
someone who just isn’t
around anymore. We are
al l  ca l led to be

ambassadors for Christ in
the active search of those
who are lost.  We are called
to risk ourselves as parishes
in search of the lost,
regardless of how they
became lost.

The opportunities for
evangelizing are immense.
I believe that new missions,
and perhaps new parishes,
may develop in our
reaching out to our people
moving to new areas of the
Archeparchy. For example,
I am excited by the initiative
of Fr. Klanichka in beginning
a mission with our people
holidaying and working
along the Delaware Coast
where some 65 or more
people attended Liturgies he
celebrated at a local
Catholic Church. There are
possibilities in other areas
as well.

There are the non-churched
amidst us, newcomers from
Eastern Europe; also the
many people living in the
neighborhood of our
churches that belong to no
congregation; there are
members of our extended
families who have strayed
from active celebration of
their faith - lost souls
needing to be saved by you
and by me!

This needs to become the
focus of our primary efforts
in our parishes, and must
be as equally important to
the immense time already
devoted to the upkeep of

our parish churches and
buildings. This has to be
planned with the
involvement of both the
pastor and the people.

In my travels throughout the
Archeparchy, do you realize
how many of our churches
never even had a sign in
front of the church identifying
the church! There are still a
few as we speak today!
What does this say to our
neighbors, even to other
Ukrainian Catholics. It
speaks of our exclusivity as
if to say that non-members
are not welcome - a private
club for those already
inside! Look at the large well-
lit signs of the evangelical
churches - boldly saying
welcome! Yet, it has been
such a struggle to get
parishes to put the name
of the parish on a sign, a
telephone number, the time
of the services. When you
return home tonight, drive
past the front of your church

and ask yourself how inviting
it is to others! What worries
me the most is that if we
are so slow and
unresponsive as to a simple
sign, and sometimes miserly,
what does that say of what
really lies in our heart as to
being welcoming to others?
Leave me atone with my
size 15 shirt!

We are such hospitable
people within our homes
and during our parish
functions. Who welcomes
the stranger amidst us? Does
your parish have a
welcoming committee, or do
we leave it to father to do
at the door as the people
leave the church. This is a
ministry parishioners of all
ages can be
commissioned to do -
without a special invitation
to do it!

My hope for our church
is continually reaffirmed
when I hear of some of

Generations  of Faith Presentation by Sr.  Ann

Lazsok, OSBM and Michael Cross on 10/25/08.
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our pastors of fer ing
religious instruction for our
parishioners, and for others
interested in attending.
Catechetical instruction of
our faithful of all ages has
to be an integral part of
every parish. One of the
mistakes in judgment I
made, and something
which the statistics painfully
made me aware of, was
that in many parishes there
is a lack of sufficient numbers
of children and youth to
offer what would normally
be expected - the full ‘God
With Us’ Catechetical
Program. That program has
all the texts already
developed for the students
and manuals for the
teachers, in both Ukrainian
and English. Yet, there are
such small numbers of
children in many of our
parishes, and sometimes
none, that it is not possible
for the program to be
offered well. And this is why
we are promoting such
programs as the
‘Generations of Faith’ - not
as a substitute, but as a
program that will address
the catechetical needs of
people of all ages within a
parish. I look forward to the
presentation by Sister Ann
Lazsok, OSBM and Michael
Cross, so that you might
gain an appreciation for
what is possible for your
parish. It also will help your
pastor in his recruitment of
volunteers to facilitate the
program.

This of course requires a shift
in our mindset - freeing
ourselves to be open to the
gift of other approaches in
catechetical instruction of
our faithful. And, it requires
a commitment - by the
priest, and by all his
people that there must be
ongoing catechetical
instruction in every parish. It
cannot be an option! And
it cannot depend on
numbers - on how many
will register or come. We
need to offer it, and believe
that people will come to
appreciate growing in
knowledge of their faith and
traditions. Every pastor must
see this as an essential part
of his ministry in the parish;
and every parishioner
should share in helping the
pastor to make it happen -
to ensure that opportunities
for growth in knowledge of
the faith and of our traditions
are offered on a regular
basis in the parish.
Catechetical instruction of
the faithful is a right of each
person who crosses the
threshold of your parish. And
it is the obligation of the
pastor and his parishioners
to actively provide it
continuously, not just for a
few weeks every year.

I am very pleased with the
response to the initiatives
which were taken for our
return to the authentic
celebration of our eastern
traditions - the exclusion of
the ‘Filioquey’ in the Creed;

the return to the use of all
three Sacraments of Initiation
which involves giving the
Holy Eucharist to the newly
baptized; and with the use
of the funeral service instead
of automatically celebrating
the divine liturgy for funerals.
We share a special gift
being Eastern Catholics. We
are called to be authentic
in who we are, not just for
ourselves, but also for the
larger Latin Church and for
the world around us. We
have a special message to
bring as baptized Eastern
Catholics in this world. I’m
not surprised that it was
difficult for some, even for
some clergy, but I think that
for the most part, and
because of the good
educational material
provided, it has been well
accepted in the parishes. I
really believe that this is not
a choice on our part, but
an appreciation for a God-
given gift we have received,
and are called to live out.

I encourage our pastors to
give careful attention to
ensure that the celebration
of the Divine Liturgy and the
other services are done in
a manner that is life-giving
and prayerful. We need to
develop cantor courses to
develop skilled cantors to
lead the congregation in
singing the responses. This
is an area which needs the
faithful to step up and show
willingness to grow in this
ministry. This is also an area
which is very sensitive,
because sometimes, we see
a real reluctance by a long
serving cantor to step aside,
when its time to let go of
the reins and help others to
take over. We need to
recognize that there comes
a time when every person
must retire or move aside
and rejoice at others
taking over, whether
bishop, priest or cantor.
Nothing should stand in
the way of our Liturgical

Divine Liturgy on 10/25/08 at the Cathedral.

Cantor: Rosalie Senick.
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celebrations from being life-
giving and meaningful
prayer services involving all
those present, and not
simply a dialogue between
the priest and the cantor.

My pastoral letter for this
Sobor places great
emphasis on the
involvement of the laity.
This is an area which really
requires us to move from
our size 15 shirt and into a
size 16 and a half or more.
I suspect that most of the
clergy and people would
rather live with the size 15
shirt in this area. This kind
of change is difficult but so
necessary. My personal
observation from what I
have seen since coming here
in February of 2001, is that
the major ministry and
administrative functions
within our parishes appear
to be the exclusive
responsibility and task of the
priest. We should not be
surprised of how little the
parish priest can sometimes
accomplish in pastoral work
because he is so
preoccupied with the
administrative functions of
the parish. Every parish and
every priest is different. For
some it may be an active
choice by the priest. In some
cases, there may have been
little initiative shown by the
parishioners. Sometimes,
they have not been invited
and encouraged to
participate. However,
whether intentional or not

by the priest or by the
parishioners, the Church is
poorer because of it. We
need to change our
mindset to accommodate
the empowerment of the
people - not just in
administrative functions, but
especially in Catechetical
and Evangelizing work,
reaching out to meet the
needs of the parishioners
today. Empowerment does
not mean becoming
bosses! What is needed is
the empowerment of the
parishioners to use their gifts
and talents - which they
have been given by God
in abundance - using these
gifts and talents as
ambassadors of Christ
working together with their
pastor in ministering to the
faithful.

Empowerment also means
being fully informed of what
is going on in the parish.
Since my coming here, I
have given a full financial
accounting of the
Archeparchy’s finances
annually and in great detail.
The priests have been told
that this is expected also of
them in sharing the parish
financial reports with the
people. I am alarmed how
little is known by the people,
and especially by the parish
trustees who sign checks
and take on responsibility
for the parish operations.
This is an area where ‘Father
might not know best’. We
need the skill and counsel

of wise people to administer
today. I have learned this
with the invaluable
assistance offered by our
Archeparchy finance
council. It is also an
exceptional way in helping
the parishioners to take
‘ownership’ of the
responsibilities of the parish,
the overwhelming financial
costs, and so on.

I plan to shortly establish a
pastoral council for the
Archeparchy, and would see
great value to see such
pastoral councils established
at least on the deanery level,
and even in the parishes. I
have confidence that the
faithful can share their thirst
to know God, and that the
pastor will be enabled to
respond because he is not
relying just on the inspired
gifts he receives, but on the
gifts collectively received by
both the pastor and
parishioners.

Success is measured in our
trying; failure is not to try,
to ignore the needs and to
ignore the gifts given by
God to all those who are
baptized.

My prayer and my hope is
that this Sobor will provide
a blueprint as to which
direction we are called to
go. Like the Apostle Thomas,
I share in the question to
Jesus to understand where
we are going. However, I
believe and have no doubt
that the Holy Spirit is present
with us today, and that the
Holy Spirit will inspire each
and every one participating
to focus and direct us on a
journey in which we can be
faithful bearers of Christ!

Thank you for your attention,
my brothers and sisters in
Christ. There is some time
for some questions or briefly
sharing of some thoughts.

1 2December 31, 2008

Conclusion of the Divine Liturgy on 10/25/08 at

the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception.

Homilist: Metropolitan Archbishop Stefan Soroka.
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Spiritual Renewal/Evangelization

-implement “Generations of Faith” catechetical program
-willingness of parishioners to be “seed person”
-invite people to use their talents
-encourage participation in Church
-education of ourselves
-share our rite with others
-need for consistency e.g. kneeling
-live the Gospel – lead by example
-emphasize strength of Holy Eucharist and prayers
-need for comprehensive education program
-evangelize our rite to colleges
-televise our Liturgy
-we all have power-putting faith in action
-develop welcome packet – information on traditions
-living our faith publicly
-ongoing Christian formation to all – from cradle to
grave
-use of Christian greetings
-teaching of Christian ethics/morality
-catechism of adults

Pastoral Leadership

-offer pastor support, ask how we can help
-show appreciation for the pastor
-one priest per parish
-value of visitation by Religious Sisters
-sermons need to be more reflective of current times
-need for good balance of Ukrainian/English use
-some expressed difficulty when bi-lingual
-pastor should know his parishioners/involve others
-need for cantor school/courses
-need for standardized texts for all
-minimalist and not counter-cultural message in church
-need for preparation for sacraments
-better preparation of sermons
-ask people for best time for confessions
-courses/assistance re: building
-invite priests for missions
-explain Liturgy
-request information regarding actions and results of
Sobor

Summary of the Groups' Responses at the
Archieparchial Sobor on October 25, 2008

Parish Renewal

-collaboration between parishes
-enhance interpersonal skills
-express friendliness, welcoming to others
-widen the net to be inclusive
-learn from marketing approach – mail/follow-up
-be persistent to have laity volunteer
-need for better communication/signs/information
regarding events in parish bulletins and
 newspapers
-use of internet by parish
-involve laity/expand/rotations  - bring new people
beyond regulars
-we cannot do it alone/need to group parishes
-evangelize those who stopped coming/send
bulletins
-have activities during the week/church to be more
open
-reach out/socials/let others in/advertising in
community
-how do we attract more people – reaching out
personally/making family events into
 parish events/initiate grandkid’s day
-address seniors’ needs
-making parishioners feel special – birthdays,
graduation
-be more welcoming/inviting
-initiate prayer hour
-advertise our church – location
-emphasis on family
-children should attend church in addition to Saturday
schools
-invite youth to visit the elderly/sick
-evaluation and assessment of each parish’s
strengths, weaknesses
-service to communities we live in
-people to read daily readings

Vocations

-education and encouragement about vocations
-need for growth in deaconate program
-ongoing formation of clergy



1 4December 31, 2008

Questions for Group Deliberations:
1. What do you perceive to be the priorities for attention within our Church today?
2. How can these priorities or needs be realistically addressed?
3. What should characterize our missionary approach to evangelize?
4. The empowerment of laity as ambassadors of Christ — how can it happen?

Sobor of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, 10/25/08

Photos: Teresa Siwak
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Ïèòàííÿ äëÿ îáãîâîðåííÿ â ãðóïàõ:
1. ßê âè ââàæàºòå, ÷îìó â ïåðøó ÷åðãó ñë³ä ïðèä³ëèòè óâàãó â ñüîãîäí³øí³é íàø³é Öåðêâ³?
2. ßê ö³  ïåðøî÷åðãîâ³ çàâäàííÿ,  ÷è ïîòðåáè  ìàþòü  áóòè ðåàëüíî ñôîðìóëüîâàí³?
3. Ùî ìàº ñòàòè îñîáëèâ³ñòþ íàøîãî ì³ñ³îíåðñüêîãî ï³äõîäó äî ºâàíãåë³çàö³¿?
4. Óïîâíîâàæåííÿ ìèðÿí áóòè ïîñëàíöÿìè Õðèñòà — ÿê öå ìàº âèãëÿäàòè?

Ñîáîð Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Êàòîëèöüêî¿ Àðõèºïàðõ³¿ Ô³ëàäåëüô³¿, 25 æîâòíÿ 2008
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The superiors of the
major rel igious and
monastic communities of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church
in the USA met with the
Ukrainian Catholic Bishops
of the USA on Thursday,
October 23, 2008 in
Philadelphia.  The meeting
was part of the renewal
efforts surrounding the
observance of the 50th

anniversary of the erection
of the Metropolitan See of
Philadelphia, held from
October 22th through 25th,
2008.

The theme of this
gathering was “Reclaiming
the Treasure of Religious and
Monast ic Li fe in the
Ukrainian Catholic Church
in the USA”.  Participants
included Metropolitan
Stefan Soroka (Philadelphia), Bishop Richard Seminack (Chicago), Bishop Paul Chomnycky, OSBM (Stamford),
Auxiliary Bishop John Bura (Philadelphia), Sister Laura Palka, OSBM, Provincial, and Sister Joanne Sosler,
OSBM (Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the Great), Sister Michele Yakymovitch, SSMI, Provincial, and Sister
Kathleen Hutsko, SSMI (Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate), Mother Nadia Baranik, MSMG, General
Superior, and Sister Timothea Konyu, MSMG (Missionary Sister of the Mother of God), Mother Georgiana
Snihur, OSBM, Provincial Superior, and Sister Bernadette Reshetylo, OSBM (Nuns of the Order of Saint Basil
the Great), Rev. Philip Sandrick, OSBM, Provincial Superior, (Fathers of the Order of St. Basil the Great), Rev.
Leonid Malkov, CSsR, House Superior (Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer), Rev. Archimandrite Joseph
Lee, Superior (Monks of the Monastery of the Holy Cross).  Representatives of the Monks of the Monastery
of the Holy Transfiguration and the Monks of Skete of the Holy Transfiguration Monastery could not attend.

Participants dedicated the day to a review of the treasures offered by the respective religious and
monastic communities. Sharing as to the charism of each of the communities; and exploring ways in which
knowledge and appreciation of religious and monastic life may be enhanced within the Ukrainian Catholic
Church in the USA.  Participants plan to continue to meet to share, to grow in solidarity, and to plan workshops
and retreats to facilitate greater knowledge and appreciation of religious and monastic life within our Church.

Reclaiming the Treasure of Religious and Monastic Life
In the Ukrainian Catholic Church in the USA

-Metropolitan Stefan Soroka
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The Coat of Arms of the

Philadelphia Metropolitan.

November 1, 2008 marks the
50th anniversary of the elevation
of the Apostolic Exarchate of

"Semicentennial of the Ukrainian Catholic
Metropolitan See in the USA 1958-2008"

Excerpts from articles published in "America" newspaper on November 1, 2008 and November 8, 2008.

Background
Philadelphia to the rank of
Metropolitan Archeparchy.

In 1907, Bishop Soter
Ortynsky, OSBM, arrived from
Ukraine to be the first bishop
for Byzantine-rite Catholics in
the United States of America.
However, he had to procure
actual jurisdiction as Vicar
General from the local Latin-
rite ordinary of each community
where his faithful had settled.
In 1913, Bishop Ortynsky was
given full jurisdiction and
independence from Latin
ordinaries.

After the premature death of
Bishop Ortynsky in 1916, the
Holy See appointed two
temporary administrators, one for
the faithful who came from the

Lviv-Halych regions of western
Ukraine, and another for the
Ruthenians (Transcarpathians)
whose origins were from
territories that were then part
of Hungary. This separation
was made permanent in 1924
when the Apos to l i c  See
nominated separate ordinaries
for the two groups. Bishop
Constantine Bohachevsky (soon
to be named Apostolic Exarch,
with an ecclesiastical seat in
Ph i lade lph ia )  was g iven
charge of the faithful who
originated from the western
Ukrainian provinces.

In 1956, Pope Pius XII
created the Apostolic Exarchy
of Stamford, Connecticut
(which encompassed all the

Metropolitan Constantine

Bohachevsky

Most Rev. Constantine Bohachevsky was
the first Metropolitan for Ukrainian Catholics
in the USA. He was a descendant of a long
line of priests in the Halychyna (Galicia)
part of western Ukraine, where he was bom
in 1884. He obtained a Doctorate in
Theology after completion of his studies
in Lviv (Ukraine), Innsbruck (Austria), and
Munich (Germany), and was ordained to
the priesthood in 1909. Initialiy, he was
the Prefect of the Lviv Seminary, and later its Spiritual Director. He
was also a member of the Metropolitan’s Consistory in Lviv. In 1916-
17 he served as a military chaplain during World War I. In 1918 he
was the Chancellor of the Peremyshl (today part of Poland) Eparchy,
and also pastor of its cathedral. In 1923 he became the Vicar
General of the Peremyshl Eparchy and Apostolic Protonotary.
During the Polish-Ukrainian War of 1918-19, he chaired the
Ukrainian Relief Committee in Peremyshl and was a labor organizer;
he was jailed briefly by Polish authorities. In 1924 he was nominated
by the Vatican to become the Exarch of Ukrainian Catholics in the
USA. During his reign, he worked diligently to raise the religious,
educational and economic status of his exarchate. He was named
Papal Chamberlain and Roman Count in 1953. On November 1,
1958 Bishop Bohachevsky was installed in Philadelphia’s
Convention Hall as the first Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in
the USA. He died on January 6, 1961 in Philadelphia,and was
buried in the old Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception; his coffin
was later transferred to the metropolitans’ crypt in the new cathedral.

parishes in the state of New York
and New England). It was
headed by Bishop Ambrose
Senyshyn, OSBM, the previous
Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia.

In 1958, Pope Pius XII
erected for Ukrainian Catholics
the Ecclesiastical Province of
Philadelphia, consisting of the
Archeparchy of Philadelphia
and the Eparchy of Stamford.
On November 1, 1958 in
Philadelphia’s Convention
Hall, Archbishop Constantine
Bohachevsky was installed as
Metropol i tan of the new
prov ince ,  and B i shop
Ambrose Senyshyn became
the Eparch of the suffragan
Eparchy of Stamford.

Metropolitan Ambrose
Senyshyn, OSBM (1961-76).

Metropolitan Constantine
Bohachevsky (1958-61).

Metropolitan Joseph
Schmondiuk (1977-78).

Metropolitan Myroslav
Lubachivsky (1979-80)

(photo: Meva).

Metropolitan Stephen
Sulyk (1981-2001)

(photo: Meva).

Metropolitan Stefan
Soroka (2001-).



1 8December 31, 2008

Ïàñòèðñüê³ ðîçäóìè äî  Àðõèºïàðõ³ÿëüíîãî Ñîáîðó 2008 ð.

„Ãîñïîäè,” - êàæå äî íüîãî Òîìà, -„ íå çíàºìî êóäè òè éäåø. ² ÿê íàì çíàòè òó
äîðîãó?” (ªâàíãåë³º â³ä Éîàíà: 14, 5)

Ìèòðîïîëèò-Àðõèºïèñêîï  Ñòåôàí Ñîðîêà

².  ßÊ  ÂÈ  ²  ß
ÌÎÆÅÌÎ  Ï²ÇÍÀÒÈ
ÄÎÐÎÃÓ?

Ìè ç³áðàëèñÿ, ÿê
îäíà Öåðêâà, ºðàðõè,
äóõîâåíñòâî, ìîíàøåñòâî
òà â³ðí³ íàøî¿
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Êàòîëèöüêî¿
Àðõèºïàðõ³¿ Ô³ëàäåëüô³¿,
íà Ñîáîð 2008 ð., ùîá
çàïèòàòèñÿ, ÿê ³ àïîñòîë
Òîìà: „Ãîñïîäè, íå
çíàºìî êóäè òè éäåø. ²
ÿê íàì çíàòè òó äîðîãó?”
(Éî. 14, 5).  Çíîâó ³ çíîâó
²ñóñ ãîâîðèâ ñâî¿ì
àïîñòîëàì êóäè â³í ³äå.
Âîíè íå ðîçóì³ëè.  Âè ³
ÿ, ÿê ³ Òîìà òà ³íø³
àïîñòîëè, ïðàãíåìî
çðîçóì³òè.  Òîìà ìàâ
ñì³ëèâ³ñòü âèñëîâèòè ñâî¿
ñóìí³âè òà íåçðîçóì³ííÿ.
Ïèòàííÿ ëþäèíè, ÿêà
ñóìí³âàºòüñÿ, ñïîíóêàº äî
â³äïîâ³ä³, ÿêà âêàæå âàì ³
ìåí³ íàïðÿì ³ ðîçóì³ííÿ
ñìèñëó æèòòÿ.  Ìè
ç³áðàëèñÿ ³ ìîëèìî
Ñâÿòîãî Äóõà äàòè íàì
ìóæí³ñòü éòè ²ñóñîâèì
æèòòºâèì øëÿõîì.

²ñóñ â³äïîâ³â: „ß
äîðîãà, ïðàâäà ³
æèòòÿ! Í³õòî íå
ïðèõîäèòü äî Îòöÿ,
ÿê ò ³ëüêè ÷åðåç
ìåíå” (Éî. 14, 6).

Ñïàñ³ííÿ ïðèõîäèòü
÷åðåç íàøó çóñòð³÷ ç
²ñóñîì Õðèñòîì,
îá’ÿâèòåëåì.  ²ñóñîâà
äîðîãà îõîïëþº âñþ
Éîãî ³ñòîð³þ: Éîãî
çåìíó ä³ÿëüí³ñòü, Éîãî
ñìåðòü ³ âîñêðåñ³ííÿ.
Âîíà òàêîæ âêëþ÷àº
Éîãî øëÿõ ç íåáåñíîãî
ïåðåä³ñíóâàííÿ â ñâ³ò ³
íàçàä äî Îòöÿ.  Òåïåð
ëþäè çíàþòü äîðîãó äî
Áîãà, áî â ²ñóñ³ ñàì Áîã
ç³éøîâ äî íèõ ³ òàêèì
÷èíîì â³äêðèâ ¿ì äîðîãó.
²ñóñ º îá’ÿâèòåëåì, ÿêèé
äàº íàì ñïðàâæíº, â³÷íå
³ áîæåñòâåííå æèòòÿ.
Íàøå çðîçóì³ííÿ  ²ñóñà
ÿê äîðîãè ìàº âåëè÷åçíå
çíà÷åííÿ äëÿ íàøî¿ â³ðè.
Â³ðà ìàº áóòè ÷èìîñü
æèâèì ³ äèíàì³÷íèì.  Â³ðà
çàõîïëþº âñå íàøå ºñòâî
³ íàö³ëþº íàñ íà
ïîñò³éíèé ðóõ.  Â³ðà – öå
ºäíàííÿ ç Õðèñòîì ³ íàâ³òü
íîâ³ ïîøóêè ²ñóñà.

²ñóñ – öå ïðàâäà.  Â
²ñóñ³ ìè â÷èìîñÿ ïðî
àáñîëþòíó äîâ³ðó Áîãà â
éîãî â³äíîñèíàõ ç³ ñâî¿ì
íàðîäîì.  Ìè áåç
çàñòåðåæåííÿ ìîæåìî
ïîêëàñòèñÿ íà Áîæ³
ñëîâà, Éîãî îá³öÿíêó é
â³ðí³ñòü.  Ò³ , õòî,
ïîêëàäàþ÷èñü íà Áîæ³
ñëîâà é îá’ÿâëåííÿ,
äîòðèìóþ÷èñü ¿õ íà
ïðàêòèö³, æèâóòü
ïðàâäîþ, º ó÷àñíèêàìè

Áîæî¿ ïðàâäè.  „Êîëè âè
ïåðåáóâàòèìå â ìî¿ì
ñëîâ³, âè ä³éñíî áóäåòå
ó÷íÿìè ìî¿ìè ³ ñï³çíàºòå
ïðàâäó ³ ïðàâäà
âèçâîëèòü âàñ” (Éî. 8, 31-
32). Ï³çíàþ÷è ²ñóñà ³ éîãî
ïîñëàííÿ, ëþäñòâî
ïðèõîäèòü äî
âèçâîëÿþ÷î¿ ïðàâäè é
³ñòèííîñò³ Áîãà. Â ²ñóñ³ ìè
ïåðåæèâàºìî ïðàâäó ÿê
ñïàñ³ííÿ ³ ëþáîâ.

²ñóñ – öå æèòòÿ.
Ëþäÿì íå äîñòàòíüî
ïðîñòî ìàòè âñå
íåîáõ³äíå äëÿ æèòòÿ, òàêå
ÿê õàð÷³, îäÿã,
ïðèñòàíèùå é ïðàãíóòè
äîñÿãíåííÿ ïåâíèõ
ñòàíäàðò³â æèòòÿ ÷è
êîðèñòóâàòèñÿ ïåâíèìè
íàäáàííÿìè êóëüòóðè.
Â³ðà âèìàãàº á³ëüøîãî.
Âîíà ãîâîðèòü íàì, ùî
íàâ³òü öèõ ðå÷åé
íåäîñòàòíüî.  Â³ðà
ãîâîðèòü íàì, ùî
ëþäñüêå æèòòÿ äîñÿãíå
ñâîº¿ ïîâíîòè ò³ëüêè â
ñîïðè÷àñò³ ç Áîãîì.
Â³äñóòí³ñòü Áîãà º
â³äñóòí³ñòþ ñìèñëó,
ùàñòÿ, ðàäîñò³, ùî é
çóìîâëþº ïðîáëåìè
ëþäñüêîãî æèòòÿ é
â³ä÷óæåííÿ ëþäñòâà.  ²ñóñ
äàðóâàâ íàì ñîïðè÷àñòÿ
ç Áîãîì.  ²ñóñ Õðèñòîñ
çðîáèâ ìîæëèâèì äëÿ íàñ
æèòòÿ, ÿêå ïåðåâåðøóº âñ³
³íø³ ôîðìè çä³éñíåííÿ.
Â³ðà – öå ïî÷àòîê æèòòÿ

â³÷íîãî â ²ñóñ³ Õðèñò³.  ²ñóñ
Õðèñòîñ â³äêðèâ äîñòóï äî
ïîâíîãî ñîïðè÷àñòÿ ç
Áîãîì.

² ² .  ÏÎØÓÊ
„ÄÎÐÎÃÈ,  ÏÐÀÂÄÈ
²  ÆÈÒÒß”  Â  ÍÀØ²É
ÀÐÕÈªÏÀÐÕ²¯

Çì³íè â íàøèõ
ïð³îðèòåòàõ â³ä
óòðèìóþ÷îãî äî
ì ³ ñ ³ î í å ð ñ ü ê î ã î
ï³äõîäó

Ïàðàô³¿ ïîêëèêàí³
çì³íèòè ñâî¿ ïð³îðèòåòè ç
óòðèìóþ÷îãî ï³äõîäó íà
ì³ñ³îíåðñüêèé.  Ïàïà ²âàí
Ïàâëî ²² çàóâàæóâàâ, ùî
„â³ðà, â ä³éñíîñò³ ,
óêð³ïëþºòüñÿ, êîëè âîíà
øèðèòüñÿ.  Äóæå áàãàòî
ïàðàô³é îñíîâíó óâàãó
óä³ëÿþòü òèì, õòî
ïîñò³éíî ïðèñòóïàº äî
òà¿íñòâ, ³ íå ðîáëÿòü
æîäíèõ ñïðîá, ùîá
íàâåðíóòè çàãóáëåíèõ,
àáî òèõ, õòî íå íàëåæèòü
äî ïàñòâè...  Ïàðàô³ÿ, ÿêà
ñàìî³çîëþºòüñÿ º ëèøå
à ä ì ³ í ³ ñ ò ð à ò è â í î þ
îäèíèöåþ  áåç
âíóòð³øíüîãî æèòòÿ, ðóõó
³ äèíàì³êè.  Òàêà ïàðàô³ÿ
ìîæå ââàæàòèñÿ
íåâäàëîþ”.

Íàø³ ïàðàô³¿
ïîòðåáóþòü çðóøåíü äî

(Ïðîäîâæåííÿ íà ñò. 19)
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á³ëüøî¿ â³äêðèòîñò³ é
ñïðÿìîâàíîãî íàçîâí³
ïàñòèðñüêîãî ï³äõîäó.
Íåäîñòàòíüî º
çîñåðåäæóâàòèñÿ íà
ñâî¿é  âëàñí³é ñï³ëüíîò³.
Ìè ïîòðåáóºìî
çáëèæåííÿ ç êîæíèì, õòî
æèâå â îêîëèöÿõ íàøèõ
ïàðàô³é.  Ìîæëèâî, ùî
íàéá³ëüø  çãóáíèì º
ñâîºð³äíèé îáùèííèé
å ã î ö å í ò ð è ç ì
â³äîáðàæåíèé â
í à ö ³ î í à ë ³ ñ ò è ÷ í îì ó
ïàðîõ³ÿë³çì³.  Öå ìîæå
ñòàòè ãîëîâíîþ
ïåðåøêîäîþ äî
âèêîíàííÿ ²ñóñîâîãî
íàêàçó: „²ä³òü ³ çðîá³òü
ó÷íÿìè âñ³ íàðîäè”  (Ìò.
28, 19).

²íêîëè âèìóøåíî,
ìè, çäàºòüñÿ, á³ëüøå
ï å ð å é ì à º ì î ñ ÿ
áóä³âíèöòâîì, áóä³âëÿìè
³ ãðîøèìà í³æ ìîëèòâîþ,
äîâ³ðîþ äî Áîæîãî
ïðîâèä³ííÿ é â³ðîþ â
íàø³ ñèëè.  Êîëè ºäèíå,
ùî ìè ðîáèìî – öå
ðåìîíòóºìî áóä³âë³, òî öå
óá’º íàñ äóõîâíî.
Ñüîãîäí³øí³ ïàðàô³¿
ñòèêíóëèñÿ ç âåëè÷åçíèìè
âèêëèêàìè – ïîñò³éí³
âèòðàòè íà ðåìîíòè ³ç
çìåíøåííÿì ðåñóðñ³â.
Ïîñò³éíà íåîáõ³äí³ñòü
â³äïîâ³äàòè íà ö³ ïîòðåáè
ñåðéîçíî âðàæàº íàøó
çäàòí³ñòü òà åíåðã³þ,
íåîáõ³äí³ äëÿ çì³íè
ïð³îðèòåò³â â á³ê
ºâàíãåë³çàö³¿.  Îäíàê,
çì³íè íàøèõ ïð³îðèòåò³â
ïîêëèêàí³ â³äïîâ³ñòè íà

ïèòàííÿ Òîìè
íåâ³ðóþ÷îãî, ÿêèé õîò³â
çíàòè äîðîãó, ²ñóñîâ³. ×è
âè ³ ÿ ðîçä³ëÿºìî éîãî
ïðàãíåííÿ çíàòè äîðîãó?
×è ìè ãîòîâ³ ðèçèêíóòè é
çì³íèòè ïð³îðèòåòè
íàøèõ ïàðàô³é?

ªâàíãåë³çàö³ÿ

Ïàïà ²âàí Ïàâëî ²²
âèä³ëÿâ òðè íàïðÿìè
º â à í ã å ë ³ ç à ö ³ é í î ã î
ñïðÿìóâàííÿ: ïåðøèé, ò³,
ùî íå ÷óëè Ñëîâà;
äðóãèé, ïîñò³éíå
ôîðìóâàííÿ â â³ð³ òèõ, õòî
º ÷ëåíàìè íàøèõ
õðèñòèÿíñüêèõ ñï³ëüíîò, ³
òðåò³é, ºâàíãåë³çàö³ÿ òèõ,
õòî, õî÷ ³ áóâ õðåùåíèé,
çãóáèâ æèâèé çì³ñò â³ðè.

Ìè ïîòðåáóºìî
ðîçãîðíóòè ºâàíãåë³çàö³þ
â óñ³õ òðüîõ íàïðÿìêàõ.
ªïèñêîïñüêèé îìîôîð
ñèìâîë³çóº àêòèâí³, çà
áóäü-ÿêó ö³íó, ïîøóêè
çàãóáëåíèõ. Íàø³
ï ð ³ î ð è ò å ò è
ºâàíãåë³çàö³éíèõ çóñèëü â
àðõèºïàðõ³¿ ìàþòü áóòè
çîñåðåäæåí³ ³ â íàïðÿì³
òèõ, õòî íå º ç ÷èñëà
íàøî¿ ïàñòâè. Ñïàñ³ííÿ
äóø ùå íå ïðîñâ³÷åíèõ
ìàº ñòàòè íàøèì
ñï³ëüíèì ïð³îðèòåòîì ÿê
Öåðêâè. Íàì òðåáà
âèõîâóâàòè îñîáëèâå
ñòàâëåííÿ äî ñëóæ³ííÿ â
ð³çíèõ ìîâàõ ³ â ð³çíèõ
êóëüòóðíèõ ñï³ëüíîòàõ.
Ìè ïîâèíí³ ïðèãîðíóòè
íàøèõ ðîñ³éñüêîìîâíèõ
óêðà¿íö³â ³ íàøèõ ñõ³äíî-

ºâðîïåéñüêèõ ñóñ³ä³â, ÿê³
íå íàëåæàòü äî æîäíî¿
Öåðêâè ³ ÿê³ îáæèâàþòüñÿ
â ìåæàõ íàøî¿
àðõèºïàðõ³¿ .  Íàø³
ïàðàô³¿ îòî÷åí³ ëþäüìè,
ÿê³ íå íàëåæàòü äî
æîäíî¿ Öåðêâè ³ ÿê³, íà
æàëü, çíàéîì³ ç íàøîþ
Ó ê ð à ¿ í ñ ü ê î þ
Êàòîëèöüêîþ Öåðêâîþ
ãîëîâíî ÷åðåç ïðîäàæ
âàðåíèê³â. Ìè º
ñï³ëüíîòîþ â³ðè, ÿêó
ì î æ í à
îõàðàêòåðèçóâàòè, ÿê
íåçíàíó äëÿ ¿¿ ñóñ³ä³â.
Ïîòåíö³àë äëÿ
ºâàíãåë³çàö³éíèõ çóñèëü º
âåëè÷åçíèé.  Öå
çàñâ³ä÷èòü, õòî ìè º ÿê
ó÷í³  é ïîñë³äîâíèêè ²ñóñà
Õðèñòà, íàøîãî Ãîñïîäà
³ Ñïàñà. Ìè ñòàíåìî
ïîñëàìè Õðèñòà â ñâ³ò³ é
â³äêðèºìî ³íøèì äîðîãó
äî ²ñóñà.

Ï î ä à ë ü ø å
ôîðìóâàííÿ íàøèõ
ïàðàô³ÿí º
ç î á î â ’ ÿ ç ó þ ÷ è ì
ïð³îðèòåòîì.  Ìàëà
ê³ëüê³ñòü ä³òåé â íàøèõ
ïàðàô³ÿõ îáìåæóº
çäàòí³ñòü êîæíî¿ ïàðàô³¿
îêðåìî îðãàí³çîâóâàòè
êàòåõèòè÷í³ ïðîãðàìè äëÿ
ä³òåé òà ìîëîä³.
Ôîðìóâàííÿ íàøèõ
íàéìîëîäøèõ ìàº ñòàòè
ïð³îðèòåòîì äëÿ êîæíî¿
ïàðàô³¿ .  Íàâ÷àííÿ
êàòåõèçìó â îá’ºäíàíí³
ê³ëüêîõ ïàðàô³é, ÷è â
ïîºäíàíí³ ç â³äïî÷èíêîì
ó ë³òíüîìó òàáîð³ ìîæå
áóòè âèìóøåíîþ

àëüòåðíàòèâîþ.  Ð³âíî æ
âàæëèâîþ º íåîáõ³äí³ñòü
çîñåðåäèòèñÿ íà
ï î ñ ò ³ é í î ì ó
êàòåõèòè÷íîìó íàâ÷àíí³
äîðîñëèõ.  Á³áë³éíå
íàâ÷àííÿ,  ðîçäóìè íàä
çì³ñòîì ³ âàæëèâ³ñòþ
íàøèõ ë³òóðã³é, ïîÿñíåííÿ
ñâÿòèõ òà¿íñòâ ³
çàñàäíè÷èõ  ïðèíöèï³â
íàøîãî â³ðîâ÷åííÿ
ïîâèííî ñòàòè ïîñò³éíèì
÷èííèêîì â íàøèõ
ïàðàô³ÿõ ³ äåêàíàòàõ.
Ðåêîìåíäóºòüñÿ òàêîæ
ïðîãðàìó, ÿêà
çîñåðåäæóºòüñÿ íà
êàòåõèòè÷íîìó íàâ÷àíí³
ö³ëî¿ ðîäèíè: „Ïîêîë³ííÿ
â³ðè”.

ªâàíãåë³çàö³ÿ âíóòð³
íàøî¿ àðõèºïàðõ³¿
ï î â è í í à
õàðà ê ò åðè ç ó âà ò è ñ ÿ
âøàíóâàííÿì òîãî
âðàæàþ÷îãî ñïîñîáó,
ÿêèì ²ñóñ Õðèñòîñ äàðóº
Ñåáå íàì ÷åðåç íàøó
Ñõ³äíó Òðàäèö³þ.  Ìè
ïîâèíí³ áóòè òèìè, êèì ìè
ïîêëèêàí³ áóòè!  Öå íàì
äóæå ðàäèâ Ïàïà ²âàí
Ïàâëî ²² â ²íñòðóêö³¿ äëÿ
Ñõ³äíèõ Êàòîëèöüêèõ
Öåðêîâ â³ä 1996 ð. ³
Ïàïà Âåíåäèêò ÕV² â
àïîñòîëüñüêèõ ïîâ÷àííÿõ
ïðî áàãàòó ñïàäùèíó
Ñõ³äíèõ Öåðêîâ.  Íàøà
àðõèºïàðõ³ÿ â îñòàíí³
ðîêè çä³éñíèëà ïåâí³
ðåôîðìè, ìåòà ÿêèõ –
â³äíîâëåííÿ íàøî¿

(Ïðîäîâæåííÿ íà ñò. 20)
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Ïàñòèðñüê³ ðîçäóìè äî  Àðõèºïàðõ³ÿëüíîãî Ñîáîðó 2008 ð.
(ïðîäîâæåííÿ ç ïîïåðåäíüî¿ ñòîð³íêè)

³äåíòè÷íîñò³ ÿê Ñõ³äíî¿
Öåðêâè.  Ñåðåä íèõ –
âèëó÷åííÿ „filioque” ç
òåêñòó „Â³ðóþ”;
ïîâåðíåííÿ äî
îäíî÷àñíîãî çâåðøåííÿ
óñ³õ òðüîõ òà¿íñòâ
âòàºìíè÷åííÿ, âêëþ÷íî ç
ï ð è é í ÿ ò ò ÿ ì
í î â î î õ ð å ù å í è ì
ªâõàðèñò³ ¿ ; òà
çàîõî÷åííÿ íå
â³äïðàâëÿòè Áîæåñòâåííó
ë³òóðã³þ â íåë³òóðã³éí³ äí³,
òàê³ ÿê Âåëèêèé Ï³ñò.  Öå
íå º âèáîðîì - áóòè òèìè,
êèì ìè º ïîêëèêàí³ áóòè
ÿê Ñõ³äíà Öåðêâà.  Ó íàñ
îñîáëèâå ïîêëèêàííÿ ³
ì³ñ³ÿ: æèòè ³ çàñâ³ä÷óâàòè
íàø³ ñõ³äí³ òðàäèö³¿
Ë à ò è í ñ ü ê è ì
Êàòîëèöüêèì, ³íøèì
Ñõ³äíèì Êàòîëèöüêèì òà
Ïðàâîñëàâíèì Öåðêâàì.
Öå º ò³ºþ  „âèñîêî-
âàðò³ñíîþ  ïåðëèíîþ”,
ÿêó ìè ïðàãíåìî îñÿãíóòè
é ïîä³ëèòèñÿ íåþ ç óñ³ìà,
õòî îïèíÿºòüñÿ ïîðÿä ç
íàìè â æèòò³.

ªâàíãåë³çàö³ÿ –  öå
â³äïîâ³äàëüí³ñòü óñ³õ
îõðåùåíèõ õðèñòèÿí

Êîëèøí³é ñåêðåòàð
Êîíãðåãàö³¿ ó ñïðàâàõ
â³ðîâ÷åííÿ òà ñâÿòèõ
òà¿íñòâ àðõèºïèñêîï
Ìàëêîëì Ðàíäæ³ò, â
íåùîäàâí³é ïðîìîâ³
çàçíà÷èâ, ùî „ì³ñ³ÿ
ºâàíãåë³çóâàòè â êîæí³é
ïàðàô³¿ íå º ëèøå
â ³ ä ï î â ³ ä à ë ü í ³ ñ ò þ
äóõîâåíñòâà.  Êîæåí

ìèðÿíèí â Öåðêâ³ º
ïîòåíö³éíèì ì³ñ³îíåðîì,
ÿêèé ñâî¿ì ïðàâåäíèì
æèòòÿì òà äîòðèìàííÿ
âèìîã ªâàíãåë³ÿ, ìîæå
ãîëîñèòè ³ äàâàòè
ñâ³ä÷åííÿ ëþáîâ³ Áîãà
âèÿâëÿþ÷è æèòòÿ ³ ì³ñ³þ
Õðèñòà.  Öåé çíà÷íèé
ïîòåíö³àë º òèì, ùî ñàì
Áîã ó ñâî¿é äîáðîò³
çàáåçïå÷èâ Öåðêâ³ ³ ùî
ìàº áóòè çä³éñíåíå ó
ïîâíîò³ .  Í³ îäèí
ñâÿùåíèê ÷è ºïèñêîï íå
ïîâèíåí ââàæàòè, ùî öåé
äàð íå º âàæëèâèé”.

Íå ð³äê³ñòþ º äëÿ
íàøèõ ïàðàô³é, ùî
ãîëîâí³ ñëóæ³ííÿ òà
àäì³í³ñòðàòèâíà ðîáîòà
íàëåæàòü âèêëþ÷íî äî
îáîâ’ÿçê³â ³ çàâäàíü
ñâÿùåíèêà.  Öå ìîæå
áóòè âèáîðîì àáî
ñòèëåì äåÿêèõ
ñâÿùåíèê³â.  ²íø³ æ
ìîæóòü íàáóâàòè ìàñó
îáîâ’ÿçê³â ÷åðåç
óäàâàíèé áðàê ³í³ö³àòèâè
ç áîêó ïàðàô³ÿí. Ó
äåÿêèõ ïàðàô³ÿõ
ïàðàô³ÿí íå
çàïðîøóºòüñÿ ³ íå
çàîõî÷óºòüñÿ äî ó÷àñò³.
Ùî áè íå áóëî
ïðè÷èíîþ, ÷è öå ç
íàì³ðîì ÷è áåç, àëå öå
çá³äíþº Öåðêâó.
Åôåêòèâí³ñòü ºâàíãåë³çàö³¿
çàëåæèòü â³ä àêòèâíîñò³ ³
òâîð÷î¿ ó÷àñò³
îáäàðîâàíèõ ìèðÿí.
ªâàíãåë³çàö³ÿ – öå íå
ñëóæ³ííÿ, ÿêå ìàº
çä³éñíþâàòèñÿ îêðåìèìè
îñîáàìè, ÷è öå

ñâÿùåíèêè, ÷è öå ìèðÿíè.
Ïàðàô³ÿíè ïîâèíí³ ñòàòè
ó ï î â í î â à æ å í è ì è
àãåíòàìè ºâàíãåë³çàö³¿ íà
ð³âí³ ç äóõîâåíñòâîì.
Óïîâíîâàæåí³ñòü âêëþ÷àº
ïîâíó ïî³íôîðìîâàí³ñòü
ïðî âñ³ àñïåêòè ïðàö³ â
ïàðàô³¿, à òàêîæ óì³ííÿ
ðîçð³çíÿòè ïîòðåáè
ïàðàô³¿ òà ïàðàô³ÿí.  Öå
ìîæå âêëþ÷àòè
ô î ð ì ó â à í í ÿ
ïàðàô³ÿëüíî¿ ïàñòèðñüêî¿
ðàäè, çàâäàííÿì ÿêî¿ º
äîïîìàãàòè ñâÿùåíèêó â
ì³ñ³¿ ºâàíãåë³çàö³¿ â ìåæàõ
³ ïîçà ìåæàìè ïàðàô³¿.

Ìè ïîêëèêàí³ áóòè
„ëþäüìè íàä³¿”,
ïîêàçóâàòè ³íøèì äîðîãó
äî Áîãà.  Ìè ïîêëèêàí³
áóòè îïòèì³ñòàìè,
âèõîäÿ÷è ç ïåðåêîíàííÿ,
ùî óñå íàì ï³ä ñèëó ç
â³ðîþ, ìîëèòâîþ é
äîâ³ðîþ äî Áîãà.
Íàãàäóâàííÿì íàì º
²ñóñîâà äîãàíà ñëóç³,
ÿêèé ñõîâàâ ñâ³é òàëàíò ³
íå ïðèí³ñ  í³ÿêîãî
ïðèáóòêó.  Ñëîâà
Ãîñïîäí³ áóäóòü
ñòîñóâàòèñÿ ³  íàñ, ÿêùî
é ìè â÷èíèìî òàê ñàìî.
„Ëóêàâèé ñëóãî ³ ë³íèâèé
.. . .Âèêèíüòå éîãî â
òåìðÿâó êðîì³øíþ.  Òàì
áóäå ïëà÷ ³ ñêðåã³ò çóá³â”
(Ìò. 25, 26).  ×è ìè
ºïèñêîïè, ÷è ñâÿùåíèêè,
ìîíàõè ÷è ìèðÿíè, íàøå
ïîêëèêàííÿ - éòè ³
õðåñòèòè âñ³ íàðîäè - º
íå ëèøå ÷åñòþ, àëå é
ïî÷åñíèì îáîâ’ÿçêîì.
Íàì íàãàäóºòüñÿ, ùî

êîëè ëþäèí³ áàãàòî
äàíî, á³ëüøå ç íå¿ ³
ñïèòàºòüñÿ.

Ïåð³îäè÷í³ ùèð³
ðîçäóìè ïðî ñåáå, ÿê
ïðî ïàðàô³ÿëüíó ðîäèíó,
ìîæóòü ñòàòè âåëè÷åçíîþ
äîïîìîãîþ ó âèçíà÷åíí³
â³äïîâ³ä³ ïðî ï³çíàííÿ
øëÿõó.  ×è ³íø³ áóäóòü
îïèñóâàòè íàñ ÿê ëþäåé,
ùî æèâóòü íàä³ºþ íà
æèòòÿ â³÷íå?  ×è ìè
ïåðåíîñèìî öåé
îïòèì³çì ³ íàä³þ íà íàø
ñïîñ³á áîãîïî÷èòàííÿ ³ â
íàøå ùîäåííå æèòòÿ?  ×è
ìè çîð³ºíòîâàí³ íà ³íøèõ,
÷è ò³ëüêè íà ñåáå, â
ëþáîâ³, îï³ö³, ä³ëåíí³
÷àñîì òà çàñîáàìè?  ×è
³íø³ áà÷àòü íàø³ ïàðàô³¿
ÿê ðàä³ñí³ ñï³ëüíîòè, äå
çâåðøóþòüñÿ ñâÿò³
òà¿íñòâà òà
â ³ ä ï ð à â ë ÿ þ ò ü ñ ÿ
Áîæåñòâåíí³ ë³òóðã³¿?
ªâàíãåë³çàö³ÿ – öå º
Áîæà ïðàöÿ ³ Áîã óæå
ïðàöþº. Ìè ìàºìî
ðîçáóäèòè íàø³ ñåðöÿ é
äóìêà òà ïðèâ³òàòè òå, ùî
Áîã çàìèñëèâ äëÿ íàñ. Öå
òàêîæ ³ íàø³ ðîçäóìè ïðî
àêòèâíå ñëóæ³ííÿ ïàðàô³¿
õâîðèì, ñàìîòí³ì ³
á³äíèì, à òàêîæ òèì, õòî
â³ä÷óæèâñÿ.

À ê ò è â í à
ºâàíãåë³çóþ÷à ïàðàô³ÿ
òàêîæ ïîñò³éíî çàëó÷àº
³íøèõ äî ñëóæ³ííÿ Áîãó ³
Éîãî Öåðêâ³.  Ðàä³ñòü â³ä
ñïðÿìóâàííÿ ³íøèõ äî
²ñóñà Õðèñòà

(Ïðîäîâæåííÿ íà ñò. 21)
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ðîçêðèâàºòüñÿ â
çàïðîøåíí³ â³äãóêíóòèñÿ
íà çàêëèê ñëóæèòè ÿê
ñâÿùåíèêè, áîãîïîñâÿ÷åí³
îñîáè, ÷è ìèðÿíè ç
îñîáëèâèìè îáîâ’ÿçêàìè
â Öåðêâ³.  Ïîñò³éíî
ïîâèíí³ çàîõî÷óâàòèñÿ â
ïàðàô³ÿõ ìîëèòâè òà
ðîçäóìè ïðî ïîêëèêàííÿ
³ ðîçêðèòòÿ ãëèáîêî¿
çíà÷óùîñò³  öüîãî
ïîêëèêàííÿ ñëóæèòè
Áîãîâ³.

²²².   Ï²ÄÑÓÌÊÎÂ²
ÐÎÇÄÓÌÈ

Êîëè ìè
óñâ³äîìëþºìî íàøó
ñëàá³ñòü ó ðîçï³çíàíí³
äîðîãè ²ñóñà Õðèñòà, ìè
óïîä³áíþºìîñÿ äî Òîìè
íåâ³ðóþ÷îãî.  ²ñóñ
Õðèñòîñ îá’ÿâèâ ñåáå ÿê
äîðîãó, ïðàâäó ³ æèòòÿ,
òà çàïðîñèâ íàñ äî
ïîâíîãî ñîïðè÷àñòÿ ç
Áîãîì ÷åðåç Íüîãî.  Ï³ä

Ïàñòèðñüê³ ðîçäóìè äî  Àðõèºïàðõ³ÿëüíîãî Ñîáîðó 2008 ð.
(ïðîäîâæåííÿ ç ïîïåðåäíüî¿ ñòîð³íêè)

÷àñ Áîæåñòâåííî¿ ë³òóðã³¿
ìè ïðîãîëîøóºìî: „Âñ³
ìè, ùî â Õðèñòà
õðåñòèëèñÿ â Õðèñòà
çîäÿãíóëèñÿ”.  Ìè
ïåðåæèâàºìî âíóòð³øíþ
ïîòðåáó æèâîãî
ïðàãíåííÿ ñàìîãî Õðèñòà
ãîëîñèòè Äîáðó Íîâèíó.
Öå º íàøèì
âèïðîáóâàííÿì – çì³íà
îð³ºíòèð³â â³ä
óòðèìóþ÷îãî ï³äõîäó äî
ì³ñ³îíåðñüêîãî ñïîñîáó
æèòòÿ íàøèõ ïàðàô³é.  Â
íàøèõ ïàðàô³ÿõ ïîâèííà
³ñíóâàòè ïîñò³éíà ñèñòåìà
êàòåõèòè÷íîãî íàâ÷àííÿ
ä³òåé, ìîëîä³ òà
äîðîñëèõ. ªâàíãåë³çàö³éí³
çóñèëëÿ äëÿ íàñ º
íàéâàæëèâ³øèìè ³
íàéòåðì³íîâ³øèìè.  Ö³
çóñèëëÿ º âèïðîáóâàííÿì
äëÿ âñ³õ ïàðàô³é ³ç
çàëó÷åííÿ òà
âèêîðèñòàííÿ òàëàíò³â ³
îáäàðóâàíü óñ³õ
ïàðàô³ÿí.  Âàæëèâ³ñòü
ïðèâåðíåííÿ ìèðÿí äî

ºâàíãåë³çàö³¿ ìàº ç
åíòóç³àçìîì áóòè
ñïðèéíÿòà ÿê
äóõîâåíñòâîì òàê ³
ìèðÿíàìè.  ªâàíãåë³çàö³ÿ
ìàº áóòè ðîçøèðåíà íà
ïðèëåãë³ äî ïàðàô³¿
ñï³ëüíîòè, íà
íîâîïðèáóëèõ ³ íà òèõ,
õòî çàíåïàâ ó ñâî¿é â³ð³.

Ó ñâîºìó
àïîñòîëüñüêîìó ëèñò³
„Novo Millennio Ineunte”
Ïàïà ²âàí Ïàâëî ²²
âèçíàâàâ, ùî „Ìè íå
áóäåìî ñïàñåíí³
äîãìàòîì, àëå ×îëîâ³êîì
òà çàâ³ðåííÿì, ÿêå Â³í äàâ
íàì:  ß ç âàìè!  Òîìó, íå
ñòî¿òü ïèòàííÿ ïîøóêó
‘íîâî¿ ïðîãðàìè’.
Ïðîãðàìà óæå ³ñíóº: öå
ïëàí, ÿêèé ì³ñòèòüñÿ â
ªâàíãåë³¿ òà æèâ³é
òðàäèö³¿, òîé ñàìèé íà âñ³
÷àñè.  Çðåøòîþ, â³í
çîñåðåäæåíèé â Õðèñò³,
ÿêîãî òðåáà çíàòè,
ëþáèòè é íàñë³äóâàòè,
ùîá ó Íüîìó ìîãòè

ïðîæèòè æèòòÿ Òð³éö³, ³ ç
Íèì âåðøèòè ³ñòîð³þ àæ
äî ¿¿ çä³éñíåííÿ â
Íåáåñíîìó ªðóñàëèì³.
Öå ïðîãðàìà, ÿêà  íå
çì³íþºòüñÿ ç³ çì³íîþ ÷àñó
òà êóëüòóð, íàâ³òü ÿêùî
âðàõîâóº ÷àñ ³ êóëüòóðó
çàäëÿ ïîøóêó
ñïðàâæíüîãî ä³àëîãó ³
ïë³äíîãî ñï³ëêóâàííÿ.
Âîíà ìàº áóòè âò³ëåíà â
ïàñòîðàëüí³ ³í³ö³àòèâè
ïðèñòîñîâàí³ äî îáñòàâèí
êîæíî¿ ñï³ëüíîòè...  ç³
ñâî¿ì óí³âåðñàëüíèì òà
í å ç à ì ³ í í è ì
çàáåçïå÷åííÿì ïðîãðàìà
ªâàíãåë³ÿ ìóñèòü
çàêîð³íþâàòèñÿ, ÿê ³ äî
òåïåð, â æèòò³ Öåðêâè
óñþäè”.

Íà â³äì³íó â³ä Òîìè,
ìè çíàºìî êóäè éäåìî.
Íàì ò³ëüêè ïîòð³áíî
çîñòàâàòèñÿ ïåðå-
êîíöåíòðîâàíèìè, ÷è
ïåðå-íàö³ëåíèìè, ùîá
çàëèøàòèñÿ íîñ³ÿìè
Õðèñòà.

Ìîëèòâîþ
Ïî÷èíàºòüñÿ
Ñîáîð



Ìèòðîïîëèò Àìâðîç³é

Ñåíèøèí, ×ÑÂÂ (1961-76).

Ìèòðîïîëèò  Mèðîñëàâ
Ëþáà÷³âñüêèé (1979-80)

(ñâ³òëèíà: Meâa).

Ìèòðîïîëèò Ñòåôàí
Ñóëèê (1981-2001)
(ñâ³òëèíà: Meâa).

Ìèòðîïîëèò Ñòåôàí
Ñîðîêà (2001-).
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ÂËÀÄÈÊÀ ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ
ÁÎÃÀ×ÅBÑÜKÈÉ

Êîíñòàíòèí Áîãà÷åâñüêèé — ïåðøèé
Ìèòðîïîëèò óêðà¿íö³â êàòîëèê³â ó ÇÑÀ,
ïîõîäèâ ç³ ñòàðîãî ñâÿùåíè÷îãî
ãàëèöüêîãî ðîäó, íàðîäèâñÿ 17-ãî
÷åðâíÿ 1884 ð. â Ìàíàºâi, Ãàëè÷èíà, ä-
ð Áîãîñëîâ’ÿ, ñòóä³¿ ó Ëüâîâ³, Iíñáðóêó,
Ìþíõåí³, ðóêîïîëîæåíèé 1909 ð.,
ñïåðøó Ïðåôåêò, çãîäîì Äóõîâíèê
Ëüâ³âñüêî¿ Ñåì³íàð³¿ òà Ðåôåðåíò
Ìèòðîïîëè÷î¿ Êîíñòèñòîð³¿ ó Ëüâîâ³, â
ðð. 1916-17 Â³éñüêîâèé Äóõîâíèê, ó 1918
ð. Ïåðåìèñüêèé Êðèëîøàíèí, Â³öå-Ðåêòîð
³ êàòåäðàëüíèé ïàðîõ, 1923 ð.

Ìèòðîïîëèò Êîíñòàíòèí
Áîãà÷åâñüêèé (1958-61).

Ãåíåðàëüíèé Â³êàð³é Ïåðåìèñüêî¿ Åïàðõ³¿ é Àïîñòîëüñüêèé
Ïðîòîíîòàð, Ãîëîâà Äîïîìîãîâîãî Êîì³òåòó â Ïåðåìèøë³ â ÷àñ
óêðà¿íñüêî-ïîëüñüêî¿ â³éíè é îðãàí³çàòîð ðîá³òíèöòâà â
Ïåðåìèøë³, â’ÿçåíü ïîëüñüêèõ òþðåì, â³ä 1924 ð. ïîñòàâëåíèé
ó Ðèì³ Åêçàðõîì óêðà¿íö³â-êàòîëèê³â ÇÑÀ ÿê ªïèñêîï Àì³çó, ï³äí³ñ
óïðîäîâæ 37 ðîê³â âëàäèöòâà Åêçàðõàò ðåë³ã³éíî, îñâ³òíüî é
åêîíîì³÷íî, â³ä 1952 ð. Àñèñòåíò Ïàïñüêîãî Òðîíó òà ðèìñüêèé
ãðàô ó 1956 ðîö³ Àðõèºïèñêîï Áåðîå, â³ä 1958 ð. (6-ãî ñåðïíÿ)
Ìèòðîïîëèò-Àðõèºïèñêîï óêðà¿íö³â êàòîëèê³â ó ÇÑÀ. Ïîìåð 6-ãî
ñ³÷íÿ 1961 ð. ó Ô³ëàäåëüô³¿, Ïåíñèëüâåí³ÿ. Ïîõîâàíèé ñïåðøó â
ï³äâàë³ ñòàðî¿ Êàòåäðè Íåïîðî÷íîãî Çà÷àòòÿ Ïðåñâÿòî¿
Áîãîðîäèö³, à îï³ñëÿ ïåðåíåñåíî äîìîâèíó ç òë³ííèìè
îñòàíêàìè Ìèòðîïîëèòà äî âëàäè÷î¿ ãðîáíèö³ â íîâîìó ñîáîð³.

Ìèòðîïîëèò Éîñèô
Øìîíäþê (1977-78).

50-ë³òòÿ ñòâîðåííÿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Êàòîëèöüêî¿
Ìèòðîïîë³¿ ó ÇÑÀ 1958-2008

Ãåðá Ô³ëÿäåëüô³éñüêîãî

Ìèòðîïîëèòà.

1 ëèñòîïàäà, 2008 ðîêó  º  50-
îþ ð³÷íèöåþ ï³äíåñåííÿ
Ô ³ ë à ä å ë ü ô ³ é ñ ü ê î ã î
Àïîñòîëüñüêîãî Eêçàðõàòó äî
ðîçðÿäó Ìèòðîïîëè÷î¿
Àðõèºïàðõ³¿.

Öèòàòè ç ñòàòåé, îïóáë³êîâàíèõ â ãàçåò³ “Àìåðèêà” 1-ãî ëèñòîïàäà, 2008 ð. ³ 8-ãî ëèñòîïàäà, 2008 ð.

Ó 1907 ðîö³, ºïèñêîï
Ñîòåð Îðòèíñüêèé, ×ÑÂÂ,
ïðèáóâ ç Óêðà¿íè, ùîá ñòàòè
ïåðøèì ºïèñêîïîì äëÿ
êàòîëèê³â â³çàíò³éñüêîãî
îáðÿäó â Ñïîëó÷åíèõ Øòàòàõ
Àìåðèêè. Îäíàê,  éîìó
äîâåëîñÿ ôàêòè÷íî
ïåðåáóâàòè Ãåíåðàëüíèì
Â³êàð³ºì ï³ä þðèñäèêö³ºþ
ì³ñöåâîãî îðäèíàð³ÿ
ëàòèíñüêîãî îáðÿäó â êîæí³é
ñï³ëüíîò³, äå ïåðåáóâàëè éîãî
â³ðí³. Ó 1913 ð. ºïèñêîïó
Îðòèíñüêîìó áóëà íàäàíà
ïîâíà þðèñäèêö ³ÿ  ³
íåçàëåæí³ñòü â³ä ëàòèíñüêèõ
³ºðàðõ³â.

Ï³ñëÿ ïåðåä÷àñíî¿
ñìåðò³ ºïèñêîïà Îðòèíñüêîãî
â 1916 ð., Àïîñòîëüñüêà
Ñòîëèöÿ ïðèçíà÷èëà äâîõ
òèì÷àñîâèõ àäì³í³ñòðàòîð³â,

îäíîãî äëÿ â³ðíèõ, ÿê³ ïðèáóëè
ç ðåã³îí³â çàõ³äíî¿ Óêðà¿íè –
Ëüâîâà -Ãàëè÷à, à ³íøîãî äëÿ
ðóñèí³â (çàêàðïàòö³â), ÿê³
ïîõîäèëè ç òåðèòîð³é, ùî òîä³
áóëè ÷àñòèíîþ Óãîðùèíè.
Öå â³äîêðåìëåííÿ ñòàëî
îñòàòî÷íèì â 1924 ð., êîëè
Àïîñòîëüñüêà Ñòîëèöÿ
íîì³íóâàëà îêðåìèõ
îðäèíàð³¿â äëÿ äâîõ ãðóï.
ªïèñêîï Êîíñòàíòèí
Áîãà÷åâñüêèé (ÿêèé íåçàáàðîì
áóâ ³ìåíîâàíèé
Àïîñòîëüñüêèì Eêçàðõîì, ç
îñ ³äêîì ó Ô³ëàäåëüô³ ¿ )
îòðèìàâ îï³êó íàä â³ðíèìè,
ùî ïîõîäèëè ç çàõ³äíèõ
îáëàñòåé Óêðà¿íè.

Â 1956 ð. , Ïàïà
Ðèìñüêèé Ï³é XII ñòâîðèâ
Àïîñòîëüñüêèé Åêçàðõàò ó
Ñòåìôîðä³, Êîííåêò³êóò (ÿêèé
ì³ñòèâ â ñîá³ âñ³ ïàðàô³¿ øòàòó

Íüþ-Éîðê ³ Íîâî¿ Àíãë³¿). Éîãî
î÷îëèâ ºïèñêîï Àìâðîñ³é
Ñåíèøèí, ×ÑÂÂ, êîëèøí³é
ºïèñêîï-ïîì³÷íèê Ô³ëàäåëüô³¿.

Ó 1958 ð. , Ïàïà
Ðèìñüêèé Ï³é XII ñòâîðèâ äëÿ
ó ê ð à ¿ í ö ³ â - ê à ò î ë è ê ³ â
Ô³ëàäåëüô³éñüêó Äóõîâíó
Ïðîâ³íö³þ, ùî ñêëàäàëàñü ç
Ô³ëàäåëüô³éñüêî¿ Àðõèºïàðõ³¿
³ Ñòåìôîðäñüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿. 1-
ãî ëèñòîïàäà, 1958 ð., ó
ô ³ ë à ä å ë ü ô ³ é ñ ü ê î ì ó
Êîíâåíö ³éíîìó Çàë ³ ,
àðõèºïèñêîï Êîíñòàíòèí
Áîãà÷åâñüêèé áóâ ïîñòàâëåíèé
ìèòðîïîëèòîì íîâî¿
ïðîâ³íö³¿, à ºïèñêîï Àìâðîñ³é
Ñåíèøèí ñòàâ ºïàðõîì
Ñòåìôîðäñüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿.

(Ïåðåêëàä óêðà¿íñüêîþ ìîâîþ
- “Øëÿx.”)


