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CHRISTMAS AT THE CATHEDRAL, DECEMBER 25, 2008

Watch a video clip from Christmas (Old and New Calendar) and Caroling
www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

Archbishop Stefan Soroka offers the Homily. Rev. Ivan Demkiv reads the Holy Gospel.

The Faithful.Cathedral Choir.



Caroling at the Archbishop's Residence

The Cathedral Choir, under the direction of Bohdan Henhalo, caroled at Metropolitan Archbishop Stefan
Soroka and Bishop John Bura's Residence on January 4, 2009 (Philadelphia, PA).

Old Calendar Christmas at the Cathedral, January 7, 2009
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Rev. Myron Myronyuk, Metropolitan Archbishop Stefan Soroka,
Rev. Ivan Demkiv, Msgr. Myron Grabowsky



More than two-dozen parish
children from the Annunciation
of the BVM Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Melrose Park
participated in a Christmas
nativity pageant on Sunday,
Dec. 28 following the 9 a.m.
Divine Liturgy. Dressed in
costume, the children sang
carols, played an instrumental
musical number, and spoke from
a script that dramatized the birth
of Jesus. A video of the event is
posted on the church website
at www.ukrainianbvm.net.

Submitted by Russell Cooke

Christmas Nativity Pageant in Melrose Park, PA.
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Gospel for the Feast of the Three Holy Hierarchs 1/30/09.

The Lord said to His
disciples: “You are the light
of the world. A city on a
hi l l cannot be hidden.
Neither do people light a
lamp and put it under a
bowl. Instead they put it on
its stand, and it gives light
to everyone in the house.

Feast of the Three Holy Hierarchs
On the 30th day of January we celebrate the memory of three great
and very outstanding bishops, teachers, preachers and Fathers of the
Eastern Church: St. Basil the Great, St. Gregory the Theologian and
St. John Chrysostom. Among our people this feast is known as the
feast of the “Three Saints.” These three hierarchs-bishops were giants
of faith, courage, holiness and learning. They handed down to us the
pure faith of the Council of Nicea; they expounded the dogmas of the
Holy Trinity, Christ’s divinity and the Holy Eucharist. Because of their
great merits, in her liturgy our Eastern Church calls them peers of the
Apostles, instruments of the Holy Spirit, pillars of the Church and
universal teachers of the whole world. All three lived in the fourth
century—the golden age of the Christian faith. St. Basil and St. Gregory
were sons of Cappadocia in Asia Minor, intimate friends of approximately
the same age. St. John Chrysostom, an Antiochian, was younger than
the other two by twenty years. Apostolic zeal for the holy faith and
salvation of souls united them.
                            .

The feast of the Three Hierarchs is one of the very recent feasts of the Greek Church. A great dispute in the
second half of the eleventh century gave rise to the institution of this feast. This controversy arose among
Christians over which of these three Saints contributed the most to the Church. Some thought St. Basil to be the
greatest, others, St. Gregory the Theologian, still others, St. John Chrysostom.  Those who were advocates of St.
Basil were called Basilians, those of St. Gregory— Gregorians, and those of St. John Chrysostom—Joanites. This
dispute was settled by the three bishops themselves. Each one separately, and later all three together, appeared
to John, Bishop of the city of Echaita (a suburb of Constantinople), who was known for his wisdom, learning and
virtue, and said: “We, as you can see, are one before God and there is nothing between us that is contrary or
controversial; each one of us, differently inspired by the Holy Spirit, taught that which was necessary for the
salvation of man. Therefore, there is no first or second among us, but as you call one so shall the others be called.
Arise, then, and command those who are arguing over us, not to divide themselves, for as during life, so too after
death, our goal is to bring peoples from all comers of the earth to peace and unity. Institute, therefore, the
celebration of our memory on the same day, as all three of us are of the same rank before God, and we shall help
those to achieve salvation, who shall celebrate our memory.”

In 1076, Bishop John did as the three bishops commanded him. However, because holy Church already celebrated
the memory of each one separately, he designated the 30th of January as the day for their common feast. In
addition to this, he had a sermon in their honor, and composed troparions, canons and sticheras. Our chronicles
at the end of 1076 mention the institution of this feast in Greece.

(A Byzantine Rite Liturgical Year)

In the same way, let your
light shine before men, that
they may see your good
deeds and praise your
Father in heaven. “Do not
think that I have come to
abolish the Law or the
Prophets; I have not come
to abolish them but to fulfill

them. I tell you the truth,
until heaven and earth
disappear, not the smallest
letter, not the least stroke
of a pen, will by any means
disappear from the Law until
everything is accomplished.
Anyone who breaks one of
the least of these

commandments and
teaches others to do the
same will be called least in
the kingdom of heaven, but
whoever practices and
teaches these commands
will be called great in the
kingdom of heaven. (Mt. 5,
14-19)
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FRACKVILLE — St.
Michael Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Frackville started
a Christmas hol iday
tradition in 2004 with its
first candlelight Christmas
pageant, and on Sunday,
December 9 the fifth
annual pageant was held
that del ighted the
audience who filled the
pews.

This year’s
pageant, which starred
more than 25 of the
parish’s children and
about a dozen adults, told
the story of the Nativity
from the announcement to
Mary by the Archangel
Gabriel that she would
bring the Messiah, who
would be named Jesus,
into the world, to the visit
by the Magi bringing their
gold, frankincense and
myrrh as gifts to the
newborn king.

“This afternoon we
welcome you to our fifth
annual presentation of the
Nativ i ty candlel ight
procession,” said the Very
Rev. Archpriest John Fields,
pastor to the crowd. “For
f ive years, our
parishioners, our CCD
teachers and our children
have been putting on this
performance, which is our
gift to the community. It

St. Michael’s Church in Frackville Presents Fifth Annual
Candlelight Christmas Pageant

BY JOHN E. USALIS
ASHLAND BUREAU CHIEF
Republican and Herald

reminds us of the reason
for the Christmas message
that ‘the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us.’
As we approach the
Nativity of our Lord, God
and Savior Jesus Christ,
may all of us here today
be inspired with this
message of peace on
earth, good will toward
men.”

Father Fields asked
the audience to sing along
with the cast on many of
the familiar carols, which
were printed in the
program booklet. He said
there was an additional
activity this year after the
program.

“At the end of the
program, we’re going to
ask everyone to come
outside, where we’ll have
a few songs played by a
brass ensemble and we’ll
have the lighting of our
outside Christmas tree,” he
said.

Each person
entering the church was
given an unlit candle and
program with the words
to the carols and hymns.
As the children processed
into the church, the brass
ensemble, under the

(continued on next page)

Rev. Archpriest John Fields



St. Michael’s Church in Frackville Presents Fifth Annual
Candlelight Christmas Pageant

direction of Christopher
Evans and composed of
students from Schuylkill
Haven and Blue Mountain
high schools, played “O
Come All Ye Faithful.” The
ensemble provided
a c c o m p a n i m e n t
throughout the pageant.

Between the
singing of carols, Cheryl
Bobiak provided the
narration, describing the
Christmas story from the
time that the Archangel
Gabriel, portrayed by
Emily Fannick, appears to
Mary (Ashley Fannick) to
tell her that she will be the
mother of the Son of God.
In Eastern Rite Christianity,
the t i t le of Mary is
Theotokos, or “God
Bearer.” Joined by Joseph
(Stephen Mazur), the
couple travel to Bethlehem,
where Jesus is born. The
Holy Family is visited by
angels, shepherds and the
Magi.

“And it came to
pass in those days that the
angel Gabriel was sent
from God to a city in
Galilee named Nazareth,”
said Bobiak in the
opening narration. “He
came to a virgin named
Mary, who was betrothed
to Joseph, of the House
of David. And appearing
to her, the angel said, ‘The
Lord is with you. Blessed

are you among women.’
Mary was troubled at the
sight of him and by his
words. And the angel said
to her, ‘Do not fear, for
you have found favor with
God. Behold, you shall
conceive and bring forth
a son, and you shall call
Him Jesus.”

Several carols
were sung by an adult
chorus, and there was a
solo performance by
Christine Fannick, one of
the program organizers.

Fol lowing the
singing of Silent Night,
Bobiak said, “Although
hundreds of years have
passed, we still celebrate
the birthday of that babe
of Bethlehem and the
wonderful happiness of the
first Christmas still lives in
our hearts. For unto us a
child is born, unto us a
son is given, and the
government shall be upon
His shoulders and His
name shall be called
wonderful, counselor, the
Mighty God, the
Everlasting Father, the
Prince of Peace.”

As everyone in the
church sang “Boh
Predvichny” (Eternal God)
in English and Ukrainian,
candles held by everyone
were lighted and the lights
in the church were

dimmed. The pageant
concluded with the singing
of  “Let There Be Peace
on Earth.

After the tree
lighting, the crowd, which
numbered about 200
people, moved to the
parish hall next door for a
covered dish social. At the
end of the meal, Saint

(continued from previous page)

Nicholas walked in,
accompanied by angels
and the singing of the
traditional St. Nicholas
hymn, (O khto khto) and
took his place at the front
of the room, where he
visited with the children and
gave gifts to them, the altar
servers and the religious
education teachers.

Joseph, Mary and Gabriel
Joseph - Stephen Mazur
Mary - Ashley Fannick
Gabriel - Emily Fannick

Angels
Sarah Halupa
Hannah Shimko
Emily Peleschak
Monica Shimko
Melody Shimko

Magi
Devon Shimko
Alex Mazur
Paul Terza

Chorus members shown
Carol Adukaitis
Julia Semanchik
Arlene Noyalas
Vera Blackwell
Mary Halupa
Maria Spotts

Cherie Bobiak, narrator

Photo Captions
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ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE

METROPOLITAN’S OFFICE

The following announcements will take effect January 1,
2009:

Very Reverend Archpriest Michael Hutsko is relieved as
Protopresbyter of the South Anthracite Protopresbyterate.
This is due to personal reasons.

Very Reverend Archpriest John M. Fields is appointed
Protopresbyter of the South Anthracite Protopresbyterate.

Monsignor Stephen Hrynuck, Pastor of SS. Cyril and Methodius Church in Olyphant,
PA, will enter retirement due to his request. He will reside at a private residence.

Reverend Nestor Iwasiw, Pastor of Holy Family Church in Washington, DC  is
appointed Pastor of SS. Cyril and Methodius Church in Olyphant, PA and Administrator
of SS. Peter and Paul Church in Simpson, PA.

Very Reverend Robert J. Hitchens, Rector of St. Josaphat Seminary in Washington,
DC is appointed Administrator of Holy Family Church in Washington, DC. Rev.
Hitchens will continue as Rector of St. Josaphat Seminary.

Reverend Wasyl Kharuk, Spiritual Director of St. Josaphat Seminary in Washington,
DC is appointed Parochial Vicar of Holy Family Church in Washington, DC. Rev.
Kharuk will continue as Spiritual Director of St. Josaphat Seminary.

Reverend Monsignor Peter D. Waslo is appointed Co-Director of Vocations. He will
continue his other assignments.

Very Reverend Uriy Markewych has submitted his retirement from active ministry. His
retirement will take effect on February 22nd, 2009. Father Markewych will reside in
a private residence.

From the Archbishop's Desk



Feast Day Celebration
 by Lydia Loukachouk

On November 26, 2008 the students of St. Nicholas
Ukrainian Catholic School in Passaic, NJ honored
their Pastor, Rev. Andriy Dudkevych by celebrating
his Feast Day.

The children performed a medley of songs and
gifted Rev. Andriy with an assortment of beautiful,
handcrafted cards.  The school also presented
Rev. Andriy with an icon of The Trinity along with
flowers and a gift basket.

After some thoughtful words of gratitude and
appreciation from Rev. Andriy, the students were
each given a picture of Saint Marta as well as
some sweet treats to enjoy.
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I plan to marry a
lady who is not
Catholic and at the
moment does not
wish to convert.
My question is: Is
it permissible to be
married in my
church under these
c i r cums tances?
Please explain?

Congratulations on
your up coming
marriage.  Your
question is well timed,
because I have
received a number
similar questions over
the past few years.

Yes it is permissible to
be married in your
church despite the
fact that your
intended in not
Catholic.  The
Ukrainian Catholic
Church has always
held that a couple
with the same faith
have an easier time
of i t through l i fe.
However, this is often
not the reality, when
we live in a culture
and country where
there are many
different religions.

Ask Fr. Yaroslav

The Church
recognizes this and
allows for your
situation.

In order for your
marriage to be
recognized by the
Church, you must be
married before your
proper pastor (priest)
or a priest delegated
by him to bless your
marriage.

If your future wife is
not Catholic but is
baptized, your pastor
will request from the
Archbishop a
dispensation for
“mixed religion.”  The
Archbishop readily
grants this
dispensation, and the
marriage can take
place in the church.

If your future wife is
not baptized, or her
baptism is doubtful,
your pastor wil l
request from the
Archbishop a
dispensation for
“disparity of worship.”
This is a canonical
term which when
dispensed from
permits a baptized

Catholic to marry a
non-baptized person
in the Church.

In the case of both
the “mixed religion”
dispensation and the
“disparity of worship”
dispensation, the non-
Catholic party will be
asked to sign a
statement that simply
says she wil l not
interfere with your
responsibility to raise
any children born of
this union in the
Catholic Faith.  You
(the Catholic party)
will be asked to sign
a statement that you
will do all in your
power to raise any
children born of the

union in the Catholic
Faith.

So you can see that
it is not really that
difficult.  We hear
tales from people who
are not well
educated in the laws
of the Church and
sometimes come
away with mistaken
ideas.  I am glad that
you chose to write so
that the matter could
be cleared up for you.

Once again,
congratulations and
my God bless you
and your future wife
and grant you many
blessed and happy
years together.



 

LENTEN AFTERNOON OF REFLECTION 

BASILIAN SPIRITUALITY CENTER 

Sisters of St. Basil the Great 

710 Fox Chase Road 

Fox Chase Manor, PA 19046 

215-780-1227 

SUNDAY 

MARCH 8, 2009 

 

2:00 – 5:00 P.M. 

 

Register by:  

MARCH 2, 2009 

 

Donation $25 

Name:               

 

Address:              

 

City:      State:  Zip:       

 

Phone:        Email:       

  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Send to:  Sister Marina Bochnewich, OSBM 

BASILIAN SPIRITUALITY CENTER  

710 Fox Chase Road Fox Chase Manor, PA 19046     

DONATION: $25  
 

Please register by: March 2, 2009 

PRESENTER:  

Rev. John Ciurpita is currently the Pastor of Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic 

Church in Chester, PA and also serves the community of Saints Peter and Paul 

Church in Clifton Heights, PA.  

 

He is the Chair of the Liturgical Commission of the Archeparchy of 

Philadelphia and has worked in the fields of Ecumenism and Interreligious 

Dialogue. Father John has done retreat work, workshops and days of reflection, 

centering on the season of the Great Fast and preparing for the feast of the 

Resurrection. 

TOPIC:    
 

“LETTING GO OF THE ANGER AND LEARNING TO FORGIVE” 
 

The fact that after a gun man entered an Amish school house and killed 

five children then himself; and then within hours the Amish community 

was able to go to the gun man’s home and forgive him and offer  

support to his family was amazing. 
 

In this Lenten afternoon of reflection, we will actively look at our own 

individual ability to become a forgiving person and heal the anger in our 

life. We begin this process by first looking at our own experience of 

God’s love and forgiveness in our life. Next we will reflect on our  

own experiences of forgiving and having been forgiven, and  

how we can become an even more forgiving person. 
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by Natalka Doblosky

Passaic, NJ

On Wednesday,
December 17th, St .
Nicholas School held its
annual Christmas Concert.
The jovial program
consisted of a children’s
Christmas musical,
traditional Vertep and
many Ukrainian and
English Christmas carols
and poems.

The show began with the
school’s youngest
performers, Pre-K and
Kindergarten.  After
singing three Christmas
carols together, Pre-K
recited the holiday poem,
“The Candy Cane” and
Kindergarten recited “The
Gift.” With twinkling lights
in hand, Kindergarten
ended the first act with a
holiday song “We Are
Christmas Lights.” They
were directed by their
teachers, Mrs. Lydia
Loukachouk and Mrs.
Anna Diduch.

1st grade angels and 2nd
and 3rd graders dressed
in Ukrainian embroidered
shirts sang Christmas
carols and recited the
poem “Rizdviani
Podarynki.” 3rd grader
Adrianna Oliver played a

Festive Christmas Concert at
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic School

3rd grade awaits their turn to sing Christmas carols.

(continued on next page)( 5th grade happily poses for the camera in Vertep costumes.
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musical introduction on
keyboard. They were
directed by the school’s
musical director Mrs.
Maria Bereza, and
Ukrainian teacher Mrs.
Tetyana Fedak with Mrs.
Olha Yarkin.

The Vertep was performed
by students from the 5th,
6th and 8th grades. King
Herod and his wife, their
Roman guards, three kings,
angels and prophets told
the timeless tale and sang
four Ukrainian Christmas
carols. They were directed
by Mrs. Fedak with music
by Mrs. Bereza.

Grades 4 through 7
performed the finale, a
chi ldren’s Christmas
musical called “The Legend
of the Christmas King.”
Directed by Mrs. Bereza
and Mrs. Lecia Stec-
Peltyszyn, the cast of
shepherds, wise men,
innkeepers, angels, sheep

Festive Christmas Concert at
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic School

(continued from previous page)

and a children’s choir of
townspeople sang and
recounted the story of the
Christ child’s birth.

All acts were accompanied
by the school’s music
teacher Mrs. Olesia
Hryvnak on piano.

Throughout the evening,
the school’s PTA served
borsht, hot dogs, sweets
and beverages.

At program’s end, gifts and
poinsettias were handed
out to Pastor Andriy
Dudkevych, Principal Sister
Anne Roman S.S.M.I.,
Sister Zenovia S.S.M.I. and
all the teachers. Father
Dudkevych concluded the
evening with warm
appreciation and thanks to
all program directors for
organizing the festive
concert , and wished
everyone a Blessed
Christmas and Happy and
Healthy New Year.

7th and 8th grade boys smile before their

moment on stage.

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic School is located at

223 President Street, Passaic, NJ,
(973) 779-0249.

http://home.catholicweb.com/stnicholasukrainian/
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THINK YOU CAN GET THERETHINK YOU CAN GET THERETHINK YOU CAN GET THERETHINK YOU CAN GET THERETHINK YOU CAN GET THERE
BY YOURSELF?BY YOURSELF?BY YOURSELF?BY YOURSELF?BY YOURSELF?

IF YOU ARE THINKING OF THEIF YOU ARE THINKING OF THEIF YOU ARE THINKING OF THEIF YOU ARE THINKING OF THEIF YOU ARE THINKING OF THE
PRIESTHOOD OR RELIGIOUS LIFEPRIESTHOOD OR RELIGIOUS LIFEPRIESTHOOD OR RELIGIOUS LIFEPRIESTHOOD OR RELIGIOUS LIFEPRIESTHOOD OR RELIGIOUS LIFE

IF YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS THINKING OF ITIF YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS THINKING OF ITIF YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS THINKING OF ITIF YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS THINKING OF ITIF YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS THINKING OF IT

CONTACT US @CONTACT US @CONTACT US @CONTACT US @CONTACT US @

215.627.0143215.627.0143215.627.0143215.627.0143215.627.0143

UKRVOCATIONS@CATHOLIC.ORGUKRVOCATIONS@CATHOLIC.ORGUKRVOCATIONS@CATHOLIC.ORGUKRVOCATIONS@CATHOLIC.ORGUKRVOCATIONS@CATHOLIC.ORG



The Pennsylvania Alternative to Abortion Services Program has released a DVD entitled “Real
Alternatives”.

The Program along with $5.9 million in government aid maintains 118 centers throughout the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 71 of which are run by Catholic Charities. The program
promotes children rather than abortion.

Besides Pennsylvania, the program is also in the State of Texas and both programs have been
successful. It is endorsed by the PCC and specifically by Metropolitan Stefan.

For more information you may receive information at www.RealAlternatives.org/presskit

From the Chancellor's Office: Real Alternatives

Silver Spring, MD—The Very Reverend Canon Emile Sharanevych, 102, and ordained a priest nearly 77
years ago, entered eternity on December 13, 2008.  Parastas for a priest was celebrated on December 17,
by the priests of the Washington Protopresbyterate, with the Very Rev. Taras Lonchyna presiding, in Holy
Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church.  Fr. Lonchyna was joined by Frs. Wasyl Kharuk, Robert Hitchens, Mark
Morozowich, Volodymyr Sybirnyy, and Vasyl Sivinskyj.

Fr. Sharanevych was a retired priest of the Eparchy of Stamford, who resided with his daughter in Frederick,
Maryland.  Before being ordained, he married Daria Mukhnatska, who preceded him in death in 1968.  He
was ordained a priest in the Cathedral of St. George, Liviv, by Bishop Ivan Bucko on February 15, 1932.
His pastoral assignments included: ministry in Ternopil, Berezhany; serving the Ukrainians forced to work in
Germany beginning in 1943, where he was continually harassed by the Gestapo; then coming to the United
States in 1949, where he served in parishes in Shamokin, Pa., Detroit, Mich., Philadelphia, Pa., Boston,
Mass., Auburn, N.Y., Hempstead, L.I.N.Y., and Kerhonkson, N.Y., before moving to be with his daughter,
Dada and her family in Maryland.
Fr. Emile, in ret irement,
concelebrated Liturgies with Fr.
Lonchyna at Holy Trinity up until
his passing.

Funeral Services were celebrated
at Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic
Church, Kerhonkson, N.Y. and
burial was in Gate of Heaven
Cemetery, Hawthorne, N.Y.  Vichna
Yomu Pamyat!

The Very Reverend Canon Emile Sharanevych enters eternity.

Photo: Fr. Wasyl Kharuk reads the Gospel at the Priestly Parastas.
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March 28, 2009: Annual Archeparchial
Women's Day.  "From Grief to Grace"
speaker Dr. Kimberly Hashin at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
in Philadelphia.  Pre-registration is $25
and $30 at the door.  Contact Sr. Dorothy
Ann Busowski, OSBM for details at
dabusowski@stbasils.com or 215-379-
3998 x35. (Philadelphia, PA)

Annual Archeparchial
Women's Day

(December 28, 2008) One of the
principal goals of ODWU’s Ukrainian
Homestead in Lehighton, Pennsylvania
is to preserve, promote and protect the
Ukrainian heritage.   As it has been in
recent years at Christmastime, a group
of members has again performed
traditional caroling in many Ukrainian
American homes in the environs of
Lehighton and Bethlehem, PA and at
the home of US Congressman of Tim
Holden in St Clair, PA.

Especially satisfying for the Ukrainian
Homestead carolers was to respond to

Fr. Evhen Moniuk’s invitation to carol in St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in Palmerton, PA, where, after
church services, the parishioners and their guests were treated to the a-cappella renditions of traditional
Ukrainian carols.  The appreciation of the audience was obvious and gratifying when it rewarded the carolers
(shown in the photograph) with enthusiastic applause and happy tears. (Article submitted by Orest Hanas and
Ulana Prociuk; Photo by Clare Chomyn.)

Nurturing a Beautiful Ukrainian Tradition

The Catholic Bishop members of the Religious Alliance Against Pornography (RAAP) has released a booklet
entitled “Sex and Cell Phones: Protect Your Children”.

The booklet is available free online at www.icarecoalition.org

On the website, click on Resources and then click on “Sex and Cell Phones”.

We are asked to make this available to our parishioners as a tool to help them be vigilant for their children.

From the Chancellor's Office: Cell Phones


