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Dearly beloved in Christ!

A dist inct ive
characterist ic of our
spirituality is that it is
mystical. We are all called
to mysticism. We all are
called to contemplate
Jesus Christ, seated at the
right hand of the Father
where He continuously
offers Himself up to the
Father. His death on the
Cross is an eternal act. In
Baptism we were united
with Christ, and if we abide
in Him we too share in His
offering to the Father. But
this is not some kind of
magical act that
transforms us. Rather, it is
the beginning of a life-long
process in which the Spirit
of God gently leads us.

Saint Augustine
teaches us: “You have
created us for Yourself, O
Lord, and our hearts are
restless until they rest in
You.” Our journey to the
Father is not a magical life
in acquiring redemption. It
must be won by sharing
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“If then you were raised with Christ, seek what is above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.
Think of what is above, not of what is on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in
God. When Christ your life appears, then you too will appear with him in glory.” (Colossians 3:1-4).

Jesus’ path of the Cross,
His struggle. Whosoever
wishes to share His glorified
life must be crucified with
Him. The old, sinful man
must gradually die away.
The first step along this
path, the all-pervading
keynote, the starting-point
and, at the same time, the
deepest foundation is a
feeling of unqualified
contrition. “Where shall I
begin repentance for my
wicked life?” These words

of the Canon of
Repentance of Saint
Andrew of Crete are
characterist ic of this
spiritual state. “Wallowing
in the depths of sin, I cry
unto the unfathomable
depths of Thy mercy. Give
me tears, O Christ, to wash
away the stains of my
heart. Open to me the
gates of repentance, O
Giver of Life.” And so it
goes on, ever increasing
in force through the songs

of the Church (particularly
during Lent), the liturgical
prayers, the lives and
teaching of her great
Saints.

It is imperative that
we be docile and open to
the Spirit of God. Saint
Paul speaks of his mystical
experience. “I know
someone in Christ who,
fourteen years ago
(whether in the body or
out of the body I do not
know, God knows), was
caught up to the third
heaven. And I know that
this person (whether in the
body or out of the body I
do not know, God knows)
was caught up into
Paradise and heard
ineffable things, which no
one may utter.” (2
Corinthians 12:2-4).

How difficult it is for
many to realize that we
are destined for eternal
glory in Christ. The Lenten
season gives us so many
opportunities to focus on
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Jesus Christ. Many find it
difficult to do so because
of all the anxious cares of
life. Saint Paul briefly
outlines for us a program
for Lent: “Put to death,
then, the parts of you that
are earthly: immorality,
impurity, passion, evil
desire, and the greed that
is idolatry. Because of these
the wrath of God is coming
(upon the disobedient). By
these you too once
conducted yourselves,
when you lived in that
way. But now you must
put them all away: anger,
fury, malice, slander, and
obscene language out of
your mouths. Stop lying to
one another, since you
have taken off the old self
with its practices and have
put on the new self, which
is being renewed, for
knowledge, in the image
of its creator.” (Colossians
3:5-10). “So be imitators
of God, as beloved
children, and live in love,
as Christ loved us and
handed himself over for us
as a sacrificial offering to
God for a fragrant aroma.
Immorality or any impurity
or greed must not even
be mentioned among you,
as is fitting among holy
ones, no obscenity or silly
or suggestive talk, which
is out of place, but instead,
thanksgiving. Be sure of
this, that no immoral or
impure or greedy person,
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that is, an idolater, has
any inheritance in the
kingdom of Christ and of
God. Let no one deceive
you with empty arguments,
for because of these things
the wrath of God is coming
upon the disobedient. So
do not be associated with
them. For you were once
darkness, but now you are
light in the Lord. Live as
children of light, for light
produces every kind of
goodness and
righteousness and truth.
Try to learn what is
pleasing to the Lord. Take
no part in the fruitless
works of darkness; rather
expose them, for it is
shameful even to mention
the things done by them
in secret; but everything
exposed by the light
becomes vis ible, for
everything that becomes
visible is light. Therefore, it
says: ‘Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will give you
light.’ Watch carefully then
how you live, not as foolish
persons but as wise,
making the most of the
opportunity, because the
days are evil. Therefore,
do not continue in
ignorance, but try to
understand what is the will
of the Lord.” (Ephesians
5:1-17). “The light of Christ
illumines all” (the Liturgy of
the Pre-sanctified Gifts).

Christian mysticism
has its roots in the joyful
message of the incarnate
and risen Christ. The joy
of the resurrection is the
key-note of the Eastern
Churches whole outlook
upon the world. “Let
rejoicing fill the heavens;
let gladness fill the earth”
(Third Resurrectional Tone
– Psalm 96:11). “Now all
things are filled with light:
the heavens, the earth and
the abyss. Let all creation
celebrate the resurrection
of Christ! (Paschal Canon,
Ode 3).
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GREAT FAST
FASTING AND ABSTINENCE

REGULATION FOR 2009

Fast and Abstinence From Meat and
Dairy Products

1. First Monday of the Great Fast (Lent)
February 23rd/March 2nd

2. Good Friday April 10th/April 17th

Fast From Meat

1. All Fridays of the Great Fast
2. Holy Saturday April 11th/April 18th

The Wednesday of the Great Fast are
recommended but not obligatory.

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of
Holy Week are customary but not obligatory.

This is obligatory for those between the ages
of 14 and 59.
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CHEESEFARE SUNDAY

The Lord said: “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men
their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. “When you fast, do not
look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to
show men they are fasting. I tell you the truth, they have received their
reward in full. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your
face, so that it will not be obvious to men that you are fasting, but
only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what
is done in secret, will reward you. “Do not store up for yourselves
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves
break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break
in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

February 22, 2009

The English word Lent
means Spring. The word
has something to teach us.
Lent is a period of fasting.
I t is a season of
repentance. To many
people, that immediately
suggests that Lent is a
somber, gloomy period -
we spend our time doing
without pleasures and
bewailing our sins. They
see Lent as a season of
harsh discipline, stern self-
denial, filled with self-
accusation, and remorse.
The Sundays immediately
before Lent certainly focus
our minds on the
seriousness of sin and on
the fallen condition of
humanity.
Ìeatfare Sunday presents
us with the image of the
Final Judgment,
...the trumpets shall sound
and the graves be
emptied, and all humanity

Lent

shal l be raised up,
trembling.... When the
thrones are set up and the
books are opened ... when
the angels stand trembling
in Your presence, and the
river of fire flows before
You . . . [Vespers]
We see ourselves brought
before the Judgment Seat
to answer for what we
have made of our lives.
And who shall bear to
stand before His face in
the presence of the angels
as they call us to account
for our actions and our
thoughts .... But before the
End is here, make haste,
my soul, and cry: O God,
who alone are
Compassionate, turn me
back and save me!
[Matins]
The image of the Last
Judgment wakens us to
the ultimate significance of
what we do here and now:

it calls us to turn back from
sin and wickedness, before
it is too late.
Forgiveness Sunday shows
us Adam, lamenting his
exile from Paradise. He
reminds us what we are:
The Lord my Creator took
me as dust from the earth
and shaped me into a
living creature, breathing
the breath of life into me
and giving me a soul; He
honored me, setting me as
a ruler on Earth over all
visible things, and making
me a companion of the
angels . . . [Vespers]
The human race is created
by God to rule over the
Earth in His name. We are
the meeting point of matter
and spir i t . In human
beings matter not only has
life, movement, feeling and
intelligence - those gifts we
share with the animals
God placed in our care -

we human beings are
material, fleshly creatures
called to companionship
with the Creator, to be
aware of his will in creation
and to share i t .
Humanity was created to
have free speech before
God. But sin corrupts our
relationship with God and
with ourselves: by sin we
become living disorder,
incarnate chaos - and yet,
even in that state, we are
still images of God, living
intelligences, free to choose
how we act, and the
dream of Paradise remains
with us, the vision of the
harmony, the peace, the
loving unity, the simplicity
and purity of life that
should be ... and that
hope, kindled and
rekindled age after age by
the prophets and sages,

(continued on next page)



that once again we might
return.   .
O precious Paradise,
unsurpassed in beauty ....
with the sound of your
leaves, pray to the Maker
of All: may He open to
me the gates which I shut
by my transgression, and
may he account me
worthy to partake of the
Tree of Life and the joy
which was mine when I
dwelt in you before.
[Vespers]
The Sundays before Lent
jolt us into an awareness
of our fallen state, of the
inadequacy of our lives,
of the chasm that
separates what we are
from what we should be.
But they do not invite us
simply to lament and
bewail our state: they
chal lenge us.
The Stadium of the Virtues
is open. Enter, all who wish
to compete, girding
yourselves for the noble
contest of the Fast; for
those who strive according
to the rules are justly
crowned. Taking up the
amour of the Cross, let us
do battle with the enemy,
having the Faith as our
unassailable rampart,
prayer as our breastplate,
and almsgiving as our
helmet; for a sword,
fasting, which cuts away
all evil from our heart. On

Lent
(continued from previous page)

the Day of Judgment,
whoever does this will
receive the true crown from
Christ, the King of All.
[Matins]
The word virtue has lost
its force over the ages: we
tend to think of a virtuous
person as someone who
avoids evil-doing and
resists temptation. The
Greek word we translate
virtue means
excellence. The ancient
philosophers thought of the
virtuous person as the one
who is outstanding, who
excels others. The
Stadium of Virtue is the
arena where we compete
to excel - to excel in love,
kindness, wisdom, self-
control, just ice and
honesty. It is the battle-
ground where we fight the
dark and dangerous
aspects of our own
personality, the tendency
to selfishness, meanness,
foolishness, injustice and
dishonesty, the temptation
to see others simply as
means to our own ends,
people to be used and
manipulated, for our
pleasure or our profit. Lent
is a challenge to do battle
with ourselves and attain
self-mastery and true
freedom. It is a challenge
to recognize, understand
and defeat the temptations
which draw us to evil, the

aspects of our own
personality that weaken us
morally.
We enter the contest
trusting in Christ. His victory
over temptation inspires
us; his endurance, his love
for humanity, draw us to
follow his example. On the
Cross he triumphed over
the Prince of Hell, and by
his Resurrection he has
released us from the grip
of Death. He has breathed
his Spirit into us, pouring
his power into us, his
energy, to strengthen us
for the f ight.
Joyfully let us begin the
all-hallowed season of
abstinence; and let us shine
with the bright radiance of
the holy commandments
of Christ our God, with the
brightness of love and the
splendor of prayer, with
the purity of holiness and
the strength of good
courage... [Matins]

Lent is the Springtime
of the soul. It is the season
of renewal and rebirth. We

must search out the dead
wood and prune it away.
We search out the weeds
and uproot them. Lent is
a season of repentance -
not a period of remorse.
Repentance is the
turning, the re-orientation
of our lives away from all
that has led us into sin and
wrongdoing and towards
the life of virtue that will
make us Godlike. We
need to take a clear-
minded, honest look at
ourselves, to search out
the roots of sin in our lives,
and to uproot them. But
at the same time we should
search out the shoots of
virtue, and nurture them.
Excellence requires training
and practice. The Church
is the training ground; it
offers us teaching, support,
the means of transforming
grace, the inspiring vision
that can carry us forward
to victory. Lent is a season
when the whole Christian
community is called to
practice virtue, and to
practice joyfully.
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During this Lenten season,  the faithful of the South Anthracite Deanery will once again gather for Lenten
devotions on Sunday afternoons in the various churches of the deanery.  After the services, a cake and coffee
social is held in the respective parish halls.  These Lenten devotions are coordinated  by the clergy and Holy
Name Societies of the South Anthracite Deanery.

The 2009 Lenten Devotion Schedule is as follows:

South Anthracite Deanery Lenten Devotions

Forgiveness Vespers, Cheesefare Sunday  February 22 4 p.m. St.  Mary’s Church McAdoo, Pa. 
1st Sunday of the Great Fast  March 1 4 p.m. St. Michael’s Church Frackville, Pa. 
2nd Sunday of the Great Fast  March 8 4 p.m. St. Mary’s Church Marion Heights, Pa. 
3rd Sunday of the Great Fast  March 15 4 p.m. St. Michael’s Church Shenandoah, Pa. 
4th Sunday of the Great Fast  March 22 4 p.m. Holy Transfiguration Church Shamokin, Pa. 
5th Sunday of the Great Fast  March 29 4 p.m. St. Nicholas Church St. Clair, Pa. 
Flowery (Palm) Sunday  April 5 3 p.m. St. Nicholas Church Minersville, Pa. 
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Catholic Press Month

February is Catholic Press month
and we turn to our readership
and thank them for supporting
us in this great ministry.

It is our responsibility as Christians
to spread the message of Christ
thoughout the world - to all the
nations.

We welcome our clergy to write
timely and spiritually appropriate
articles that can be shared with
all our readership.

We also want to thank the faithful
who submit news, articles, and
events regarding their parish and
schools. We welcome your articles
and appreciate any articles you
can send to us.

"The Way" Staff
theway@ukrarcheparchy.us



"UKRAINIAN CULTURAL EXHIBIT" & CRAFT SALE

Sponsored by League of Ukrainian Catholics, North Anthracite Council

Sunday,  March 22, 2009 at St. Vladimir Parish Center
428 N. 7th Ave,  Scranton  PA  18503  - 10:30 to 3:00.

*Lunch will be available, along with variety of
homemade ethnic food and baked goods.

*Everyone is cordially invited to attend
SUNDAY DIVINE LITURGY at  St. Vladimir Church at 9 a.m.

*Interested crafters/vendors: $15/8’ table
Contact Janina Everett 570-759-2824 or nacofluc@hotmail.com
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The twin brother of Fr. Myron Myronyuk of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in Philadelphia visited
recently with Metropolitan Stefan.  Taras Myronyuk lives in Kyiv with his wife and one son.  He is the General
Manager of Taras Mak Productions in Kyiv.

In this capacity, Taras Myronyuk has organized numerous concerts in major cities throughout the USA.  Both
brothers are very alike in their mannerisms and speech, and share a love for Ukrainian liturgical and folk music.

The real Fr. Myron is standing to Metropolitan Stefan’s right.  (Photo left to right: Rev. Myron Myronyuk,
Metropolitan Stefan Soroka, Taras Myronyuk.)

REV. MYRON MYRONYUK – BUT WHICH ONE?

REV. MYRON MYRONYUK – BUT WHICH ONE?

by: Metropolitan Archbishop Stefan Soroka

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner at the Cathedral
A Volunteer Appreciation Dinner was held in the Cathedral Hall on January 18, 2009 for volunteers of the
Cathedral including: pyrohy ladies, ushers, choir members, and those who worked at the Christmas Bazaar
and Easter Dinner.  Photos: Fr. Ivan Demkiv, Archbishop Stefan Soroka, Msgr. Myron Grabowsky and
Volunteers.



Redemptorist Receives Australia Day Honour

January 28, 2009

Bishop Peter Stasiuk, C.Ss.R. was honoured this Australia Day with entry into the Order of
Australia. He received the honour for his service to religion and to the community as bishop of the
Ukrainian Catholics of Australia, New Zealand and Oceania and through his contributions to Catholic
welfare, counselling and development programmes. The award was announced January 26, 2009 by
the Governor General of the Commonwealth of Australia, Her Excellency, Ms Quentin Bryce, AC.

Bishop Stasiuk was born in Roblin, Manitoba, Canada, in
1943, and professed as a Redemptorist on August 28, 1962.
Over the following years he studied in Windsor, Canada;
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, USA; Yorkton, Saskatchewan,
Canada; Ottawa, Canada; Kiev, Ukraine; and Tours, France.
He made his final profession as a Redemptorist on August
28, 1965 in Yorkton, Canada. He was ordained deacon in
Chicago, USA, and on July 2, 1967, ordained priest in
Winnipeg, Canada.

From 1967 to 1974 Father Peter was associate pastor at
Holy Redeemer Church in Roblin, Canada. During that time he was director of students at the seminary
where he was also a professor. He went on to serve the people in Sacred Heart Parish of Ituna,
Saskatchewan, Canada., 1975 to 1978. Father Peter then transferred to the church of the Holy
Eucharist in Toronto, Canada, where he was also leader of the Redemptorist community till 1981. He
returned to Roblin, and, covering many ministries and positions, remained there till he was ordained
bishop in Winnipeg, Canada in March, 1993.

In May of that year the new bishop was installed in
Melbourne - bishop of Ukrainian Catholics in Australia,
New Zealand and Oceania. From Melbourne he continues
to serve the community. It was for this contribution that
now, on Australia Day, 2009, he has been awarded his
AM.

New Zealand and Australian Redemptorists join with the
people of the Eparchy of Saints Peter and Paul in
congratulating our confrere on the honour bestowed on
him by an Australia that enjoys his presence and service.

Bishop Stasiuk resides in North Melbourne, Victoria,
Australia.

http://www.cssr.org.au/news_and_events/default.cfm?loadref=193
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Dearly Beloved in Christ!

As resolved by the Synod
of Bishops of the Ukrainian
Greek-Catholic Church in
2007, the year 2008 was
dedicated to Christ ian
vocation. We sincerely
hope that, as the year is
coming to a close, we all –
clergy, lay people, young
and old – have enriched
our lives with the awareness
that every human being
born into the world, in
addition to the gift of life
and the holy faith, receives
from the Creator a
particular task – a vocation.
We also hope that each
and every faithful sought to
discern more attentively his
or her vocation, cultivating
i t and conscient iously
fulfilling it for the glory of
God, for the good of one’s
neighbors and, most
importantly, with a view
towards understanding the
meaning of his or her life.
For this we prayed each
time we sang in the fervent
supplication of the Divine
Liturgy: “We also pray for
all people, that they may
wil l ingly accept the
vocation given them by
God, sincerely thank God
for it, conscientiously and
faithfully fulfill it, and in it

UKRAINIAN GREEK-CATHOLIC CHURCH
Major Archbishop of Kyiv and Halych

PROCLAMATION TO THE FAITHFUL OF UKRAINIAN GREEK-CATHOLIC CHURCH
2009 – THE YEAR OF CHRISTIAN VOCATION

WITH A PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON THE PRIESTLY VOCATION

To the Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy and Religious,
Beloved in Christ Brothers and Sisters:

Blessings and Peace in the Lord!

gladly serve God and the
people”.
The Synod of Bishops of the
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic
Church held in September
of this year, decreed to
extend the theme of
Christian vocation into the
2009 year, with a particular
emphasis on priest ly
vocation, and in place of
cited-above supplication to
sing in the litany: “We also
pray for our priests,
deacons, and seminarians
and for their holy vocation”.
In this message addressed
to you, beloved in Christ, I
would like to further explain
this main theme for 2009.
An additional and special
address will be issued for
our clergy and seminarians.
First of all, I would like to
direct your attention to the
need for continued prayer
and reflection on the theme
of Christian vocation in
general, but even more, for
seeking a fundamental and
more profound
understanding of it, and,
most important ly, for
seeking its fulfillment in our
daily life. Throughout 2008
you certainly heard
homilies, read books and
participated in various
initiatives on this theme.
Such ini t iat ives were

particularly undertaken by
eparchial and inter-
eparchial commissions,
each one working in its
specialized field (family,
youth, laity, etc.) Each one
of us should all continue to
ask ourselves whether we
are carrying out our given
vocation with dignity and a
Godly spirit, and whether
we are helping our children
and youth recognize and
ful f i l l  their vocat ions.
Furthermore, in 2009 the
Synod of Bishops calls all
of us to pay particular
attent ion to priest ly
vocation. Why? Because for
the development and
growth of our Church good
spiritual leaders are greatly
needed, and such leaders
are, first and foremost,
properly prepared and duly
appointed priestly ministers.
The bishops invi te al l
Church members to
meditate on the sacred
nature and importance of
the vocat ion to the
priesthood, as well as reflect
on what we as a broader
church community can do
to help our priests be
exemplary ministers for the
glory of God and the
common good of the entire
Church and our people. We
would like to propose a few

thoughts on this aspect of
next year’s spiritual theme.
When we speak of
vocations and, especially,
when someone asks us to
pray for priestly vocations,
we usually think that our
main and only task is to ask
the Lord our God to call a
suff ic ient number of
candidates to the
priesthood, or to put it
simply, that He fill our
seminaries. Enter ing a
seminary is, without a
doubt, a very important
element, since it marks a
first step towards fulfilling a
priestly vocation. However,
i t is a long way from
exhausting the full meaning
of a vocat ion to the
priesthood. Firs t and
foremost it must be said that
there are other stages
which precede seminary
studies. A good priest
frequently preaches on
vocations and carefully
assesses the members of
his community, seeking to
recognize the early signs of
a vocation, and having
noticed one, he carefully
fosters it. A good parish is
the fertile soil, which gives
abundant fruits of priestly
vocations. One of our
parishes in Pennsylvania in

(continued on next page)



the United States can serve
as an example: in the last
century in 20-30 years it
produced 37 dedicated
priest ly and monast ic
vocat ions. The priests,
monks and nuns who grew
up in that community
unanimously give credit to
their parish priest. An even
greater factor in awakening
and cult ivating priestly
vocat ions is a good
Christian family, which acts
as a cradle or greenhouse
for new religious vocations.
In a family of believers the
priesthood is treated with
respect. Even in the case
of an unworthy priest, the
matter is mentioned with
pain and not malice. And
when there are boys in the
family – this vocation is
considered one of the best
possible.
Besides the work of parish
priests and the diligent
prayer of the church
community, heroic
examples of fai th can
equally awaken priestly
vocations. In this regard we
recall the words of Pope
John Paul II of blessed
memory during the
Pontifical Divine Liturgy in
Lviv on June 27, 2001.
During the beatification of
twenty-seven blessed
martyrs of our Church, the
Holy Father addressed the
priests in attendance: “If the
Lord blesses your land with
numerous vocations, and if
your seminaries are filled
and in this there is the
source of hope for your

PROCLAMATION TO THE FAITHFUL OF UKRAINIAN GREEK-CATHOLIC CHURCH
2009 – THE YEAR OF CHRISTIAN VOCATION

WITH A PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON THE PRIESTLY VOCATION
(continued from previous page)

Church  then all this, without
a doubt, is one of the fruits
of their sacrifice. But this
places on you a great
responsibility”.
We should have no doubts
that the Lord our God, as
a good Father and Master,
is calling a sufficient number
of workers to his harvest (cf.
Lk 10:2). If there are still not
enough worthy candidates,
then quite often it is our
fault, particularly due to the
decline of spiritual life in our
families, to the lack of
adequate preaching and
encouragement, and also
because of a lack of
respect for the priesthood.
It is unrealistic to expect a
high regard for the
priesthood in families where
the chief value is money or
where the greatest concern
is enhancing family ties. We
should also mention here
the negative influence of
mass media, which today
frequent ly promotes
antichrist ian ideas and
points of views. And the
poor living example of a
priest, especially the local
pastor, is especial ly
damaging.
These obstacles are great,
but they are not
insurmountable. Recently
we have more than once
heard cr i t ic ism of the
clergy’s unworthy behavior
or its superficial fulfillment
of priestly duties. Let us ask
ourselves: have we prayed
for the restoration of such
priests – individuals, who
have fallen into a great

spiritual crisis? To what
extent did we help them
overcome such a tragic
situation? For the priest is
not a lonely island in a
middle of a broad sea of
humanity. He especially
needs support from the
people around him, since
he is always in the limelight
and his every step is public
knowledge. Nor should we
underestimate the assaults
of the enemy of the Church,
who operates according to
the well-known  principle:
“I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep of the flock
will be scattered” (cf. Zech
13:7; Mt 26:31)
Among the means of
support, which the entire
church community provides
for its priest, of primary
importance is prayer. A
priest’s being and action
depends on the power of
prayer, not only his own,
but also of the community
he serves. This is why the
Synod of Bishops calls all
members of the Church to
pray for priests and
deacons  not only that
there be a suff ic ient
number, but above all, that
those who have
undertaken this holy office
may find in it their life
vocation and piously fulfill
it according to God’s will.
The faithful people support
their pr iest . Indeed,
immense demands are
placed before him: as a
person, as a priest ly
minister, as an
administrator, as a teacher,

as a citizen, and if he is
married – as a husband
and father. The priestly life
is not a road covered with
roses, except in cases
where he wants to be a
false prophet and appease
the whims of the people
instead of leading them to
the Kingdom of Heaven. If,
however, he truly seeks to
please God, then his life is
a thorny path. If we bear
this in mind, we better
understand whom it is we
want to imitate in our
treatment of priests: the
Pharisees who mocked
Jesus Christ, or the man of
Cyrene who helped Him
bear the cross.
Dearly Beloved in Christ!
We begin 2009 – the Year
of Christian vocation with
a special emphasis on
priestly vocation. Let us
examine ourselves and
think of our vocations. Let
us also ref lect on the
vocation to priestly ministry,
since we all desire to see
our priests as exemplary
servants of God, servants
whose meaning of life is to
lead the souls placed in
their trust to the Heavenly
Father. Let us together with
Jesus Christ the High Priest
pray and support our
priests and deacons.

The blessing of the Lord be
upon you!

+Lubomyr

(continued on next page)
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PROCLAMATION TO THE FAITHFUL OF UKRAINIAN GREEK-CATHOLIC CHURCH
2009 – THE YEAR OF CHRISTIAN VOCATION

WITH A PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON THE PRIESTLY VOCATION
(continued from previous page)

We recommend to all the faithful of our Church the prayer of the Servant of God Metropolitan
Andrey Sheptytsky for a good Ukrainian clergy:

Lord, O Lord, look down from Heaven, behold and visit Your vineyard, which Your right hand has planted.

May Your mighty hand be always upon this people, whom You have beloved.

O Eternal God, grant Your people in every generation to the end of the world holy bishops and priests filled with
Your Spirit – pastors and teachers of Your Law, capable of preserving unaltered the truth of Your holy Revelation
and lovingly teaching and leading this great people.

Grant to the Ukrainian clergy the grace to never fear any sacrifice, whenever it concerns Your glory and the good
of this people.

Ignite the hearts of Ukrainian priests with a spirit of zeal for the salvation of souls. Open before their eyes the
wisdom of Your Revelation and grant them a deep sense of the holiness of the task to which You have called them.
Bless their work and their intentions. Protect them from every evil. And unite them by Your grace so that in love
they may be one – as You, Father, are with the Son, and the Son with You. Amen.

Given in Kyiv, at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ
December 31, 2008

In order to be more available to those seeking information about the priesthood and religious life, the
Vocations Office of the Archeparchy of Philadelphia has opened a site on Facebook ®.

Msgr. Peter Waslo, Co-Director of the Vocations Office stated, We have to be where the people are.
Facebook® is one area where people meet and discuss. It is our goal to be there and speak and dialogue
with anyone who may think or feel they have a vocation.

He continued, There may be someone who wants to discuss their vocation
but has concerns or is timid about it. In today’s society, it is not looked
favorably upon for someone to express a desire to serve Jesus Christ.
Whatever level a person is at, we will meet with them on their level. It is
also evangelization besides “fishing” for candidates for the priesthood
and religious life.

For those interested, just log onto Facebook® and search for Peter Waslo. Ask to be a friend and in
responding you will be networked with Msgr. Waslo and others who have the same interest.

The Church, and even our Archeparchy, is a community, Facebook® is also a community. Meshing the two
will be beneficial for all and serve as a tool to help the Church and the individuals who seek to work with the
Lord, said Msgr. Waslo.

VOCATIONS OFFICE IS ON FACEBOOK®
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The Committee which organized the very
successful reunion of past students of
the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral School
of the Immaculate Conception donated
$1,000 in memory of their former school.
The reunion gathered students from the
Philadelphia area and from many distant
locations.  It took place on September
27, 2008.  Members of the organizing
committee presented the donation to
Metropolitan Stefan and Bishop John
during a visit to the Bishops’ Residence
on January 24, 2009.

God bless all the members of the
organizing committee and all the
part icipants of the Immaculate
Conception School Reunion for their love
and generosity for their Church.

Standing: Maria Mykietiuch Fisher, Metropolitan Archbishop Stefan Soroka,
Bishop John Bura, Oksana Wanchycka Woroch.  Sitting: Daria Nowakiwska
Lissy, Bohdan Bobjak, Roma Skoczylas Dockhorn.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SCHOOL REUNION DONATION

Cathedral School
Reunion Book

810 North Franklin Street
Philadelphia, PA 19123

The 2008 Immaculate Conception School
Reunion Book is available for sale at...

Treasury of Faith
Museum

215-627-3389

and

Byzantine Church
Supplies

215-627-0660

Cost: $10.



90th Anniversary of Ukrainian Sovereignty
 Commemorated in Philadelphia

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka (foreground) and Protopresbyter Frank
Estocin (to his right) concelebrate a “panakhyda” for fallen Ukrainian soldiers on
January 22. Standing in the background (from the right) are Mykola Kyrychenko,
Consul General of Ukraine in New York, and Oleh Shamshur, Ambassador of
Ukraine in the United States (photo: Leo Iwaskiw).

(Excerpt from an article
printed in “America”,
January 31, 2009.)

Leo Iwaskiw

Elkins Park, Pennsylvania.

On January 22, 1918, as
a result of the collapse of
the Russian tsarist Empire,
an independent Ukrainian
National Republic (UNR)
was proclaimed in Kyiv.
On November 1, 1918,
following the fall of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire,
an independent Western
Ukrainian National
Republic declared its
independence in Lviv. On
January 22, 1919, the
reunif icat ion of al l
Ukrainian lands into one
UNR was off ic ial ly
announced on St. Sophia
Square in Kyiv.

On a cold Jan. 22, 2009,
exact ly on the 90th
anniversary of the historic
restoration of Ukrainian
sovereignty, members of
the Ukrainian diplomatic
corps in the United States
and nearly three dozen
members of the local
Ukrainian community
gathered at St. Mary’s
Ukrainian Cathol ic
Cemetery in Montgomery
County’s Abington
Township (bordering
Philadelphia). The meeting
site was the monument
dedicated to the memory
of Ukrainian soldiers who
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died for the independence
of Ukraine in 1918-1919.
Interestingly, the base of
the monument has a sign
stating that it contains the
relics of an unknown
soldier who died for the
freedom of Ukraine during
the liberation struggle of
those times; the relics were
brought over in 1976 from
a military cemetery in
Ternopil, Ukraine. Walter
Wyrsta, the caretaker of
St. Mary’s Cemetery,
provided a large Ukrainian
flag, which was most fitting
for this ceremony.

Most Rev. Stefan Soroka,
Archbishop of Philadelphia
and Metropoli tan of
Ukrainian Catholics in the
USA, along with
Protopresbyter Frank
Estocin of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the
USA, concelebrated an
ecumenical panakhyda
(requiem service) at the
memorial site. All present
sang the responses under
the direct ion of Ihor
Kusznir, who served as
cantor. At the conclusion
of the service, Ihor Kusznir,
as president of the local
branch of the Ukrainian

Congress Committee of
America (UCCA), greeted
everyone and briefly noted
the significance of the
events of 90 years ago
that eventually led to the
independence of Ukraine.
He introduced Ukrainian
Ambassador Oleh
Shamshur whose remarks
were in a similar vein. The
ambassador also noted
that many heroes
sacrificed their lives for the
freedom of Ukraine. He
ended his comments with
the words “Slava Ukrayini!”
(“Glory to Ukraine!”).
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From Grief to Grace 

 
Sponsored 

by: 

 

The Ukrainian 

Catholic 

Archeparchy of 

Philadelphia 

 

The Sisters of the 

Order of Saint 

Basil the Great 

 

The Sisters 

Servants of Mary 

Immaculate 

 

The Missionary 

Sisters of the 

Mother of God 

Saturday, March 28, 2009 

Registration 9:00 AM   Program 9:30 AM - 4:00 PM 

“From God’s fullness we have all received …grace upon grace.” 

        (John 1:16)
 

This day will explore loss in its various dimensions.  To some degree, 
some greater than others, we have all experienced loss in our lives - 
death of a loved one, failing health, loss of a job, ending of a 
relationship.  This list goes on and on and is very personalized.  The 
pain is very real.  Loss shapes our lives and self-understanding if we 
allow it. 
 
This day will explore how to make sense of loss, grief and sadness and 
how to work through it.  Loss shapes our lives and self-understanding 
and can lead to a defining experience where we can overcome the 
feelings of emptiness and work toward wholeness. 

Saturday, March 28, 2009 

Our speaker 
Kimberly Hashin, MD 
will guide our reflections 

Immaculate Conception Cathedral Hall 

827 N. Franklin St. Philadelphia, PA 

Registration Form 
Please return by March 15, 2009 

Pre-Registration $25 - $30 at the Door 
(Includes lunch and parking) 

Make checks payable to: Ukrainian Archeparchy of Philadelphia 
 

         
Name 

         
Address 

         
City    State   Zip 

         
Email    Phone 

         
Parish 
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Mail registration to: 

Women’s Day Registration 
Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia 
827 N. Franklin Street 
Philadelphia, PA  19123-2097 
 
For more information, 

contact: 

Sr. Dorothy Ann Busowski, 
OSBM 
215-379-3998   ext. 35 
dabusowski@stbasils.com 

Women’s Day 

March 28, 2009 

The Archeparchial
Women’s Day committee
announces their
upcoming Women’s Day
to be held on Saturday,
March 28, 2009.  The
theme is:  FROM GRIEF
TO GRACE.  “From God’s
ful lness we have al l
received… grace upon
grace” (Jn.1:16).

The Keynote Speaker
slated for the day is
Kimberly Hashin, MD.
who wi l l guide the
reflections for the day.
Dr. Kim Hashin as she is
known is a l i fe long
member of St. Nicholas
Ukrainian Cathol ic
Church in Minersville, PA.
where the Rev. Archpriest
Michael Hutsko is pastor.

Dr. Kimberly Hashin
received her training from
Pennsylvania State
Univers i ty, Mil ton S.
Hershey Medical Center,
Internal Medicine
residency from 1993-
1996 and as Chief
Resident from 1996-1997.
Prior to that, she received
her educat ion from
Pennsylvania State
Universi ty Col lege of
Medicine and Albright
College in Reading, PA.

Presently she is a Board
Certified Internist with
Pottsv i l le Internists
Associates.  She is also
the Medical Director for
Seton Manor Ski l led
Nursing Home, Co-
Director for the Schuylkill
Osteoporosis Clinic and
on the Cancer Committee
for the Schuylkill Medical
Center East Norwegian.

Adding to her many
achievements, and possibly
the far greatest, is that Dr.
Hashin is the wife of Albert
Evans, Esq. and the mother
of Albe and Alan Evans.

Once again, the committee
for the Archeparchial

Women’s Day, invites all
women to the Immaculate
Conception Cathedral in
Phi ladelphia for an
unforgettable day!  For
further information write to
Sr. Dorothy Ann Buskowski,
OSBM  at
dabusowski@stbasils.com or

call (215)379-3998 ext. 35.
Obtain registration forms
from your pastor, from the
office of the Archeparchy
of Phi ladelphia.  Pre-
registration is $25.00 and
$30.00 at the door.
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W A S H I N G T O N — T h e
President of the United
States Conference of
Catholic Bishops has called
remarks denying the
Holocaust by Bishop
Richard Williamson of the
Priestly Society of St. Pius
X, “deeply offensive and
utterly false.”
            The assessment
came in a February 3
statement by Cardinal
Francis George of Chicago,
USCCB President. The
Holocaust denial by Bishop
Wil l iamson was widely
publ ic ized after Pope
Benedict
XVI l i f ted the
excommunication upon the
bishops of the St. Pius X
Society. Cardinal George’s
statement follows.

Statement of Cardinal
Francis George, President
USCCB

Pope Benedict XVI has
lifted the personal penalty
of excommunicat ion

PRESIDENT OF U.S. BISHOPS SAYS HOLOCAUST DENIAL
‘DEEPLY OFFENSIVE AND UTTERLY FALSE’

incurred by four schismatic
bishops belonging to the
Priestly Society of Saint Pius
X, founded by the late
Archbishop Marcel
Lefebvre.  This gesture on
the part of the Holy Father
was an act of mercy and
personal concern for the
ordained and lay members
of this Society and was
meant to coincide with the
fiftieth commemoration of
the
convening of the Second
Vatican Council.

The Holy Father’s lifting of
the excommunications is but
a first step toward receiving
these four bishops, and the
priests who serve under
them, back into ful l
communion with the
Catholic Church. If these
bishops are to exercise their
ministry as true teachers
and pastors of the Catholic
Church, they, l ike al l
Catholic
bishops, will have to give
their assent to all that the

Church professes, including
the teachings of the
Second Vatican Council.

As is now widely known,
one of the four bishops,
Richard Williamson, has
recently made some deeply
offensive and utterly false
statements about the
Holocaust of the Second
World War. Bishop
Will iamson has denied
historical facts about the
Shoah, in which six million
Jews were cruel ly
annihi lated, innocent
victims of blind racial and
religious hatred. These
comments have evoked
understandable outrage
from within the Jewish
community and also from
among our own Catholic
people. No Cathol ic,
whether lay person, priest
or bishop can ever negate
the memory of the Shoah,
just as no Catholic should
ever tolerate expressions of
anti-Semitism and religious
bigotry.

I make my own the words
of the Holy Father spoken
at the General Audience on
January 28, 2009:
“[May]the Shoah show
both old and new
generations that only the
arduous path of listening
and dialogue, of love and
forgiveness, can lead
peoples, cul tures and
religions of the world to the
longed-for goal of fraternity
and peace, in truth. May
violence never again
humiliate man’s dignity.”
We Catholic bishops in the
United States are as
committed as ever to
building bonds of trust and
mutual understanding with
our elder brothers and
sisters, the Jewish people,
so that together with them
we may be a blessing to
the world.

Francis Cardinal George

THE BEGINNING OF THE GREAT LENT
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 7:00 PM
ST. JOSAPHAT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

W. UNION BLVD. AND KENMORE AVE.
BETHLEHEM, PA.

Join us along with all of the Ukrainian Catholic Parishes of the
Lehigh Valley as we gather to BEGIN THE JOURNEY OF
REPENTENCE LEADING TO THE GLORIOUS RESURRECTION.

LET US BEGIN THE LENTEN SEASON TOGETHER AND PRAY THE
FIRST LENTEN PRAYER SERVICE, THIS YEAR AT ST. JOSAPHAT'S IN

BETHLEHEM AT 7:00 PM.  Sunday, February 22.



On Jewish-Catholic Relations: Press Got It Wrong

Jewish Leader Considers Future If Schism Isn’t Healed

NEW YORK, FEB. 4, 2009 (Zenit.org).- The full story about Benedict XVI’s reconciliation with excommunicated
bishops, contrary to the media’s portrayal, can reaffirm Jewish-Catholic relations, stated the president of an
interreligious foundation.

Gary Krupp, founder and president of the Pave the Way Foundation, an organization dedicated to bridging
gaps between religions, affirmed that “the full story has not been told [ ]; the media got it wrong.”

In a statement today from the foundation, he acknowledged the initial shock of the widely reported news “that
Pope Benedict XVI lifted the ban of excommunication with the Society of St. Pius X and its four bishops.”

Krupp observed: “The media often focuses on one action without researching the details. This omission has
made headlines, fueled a controversy and promoted negativity.”

He affirmed that the public Holocaust-denial of Bishop Richard Williamson, one of the reconciled prelates,
seemed to imply an affront against Jewish-Catholic relations.

But, the Jewish founder explained that his organization researched the matter “in depth, and inquired with
Vatican officials in Rome and knowledgeable experts in canon law, in order to have a clear picture of what
was done and why it was done.”

Vatican history

Krupp said he found that Vatican actions “typically do not concern themselves with years, but rather with
centuries.”

He continued: “History has shown that past schisms from excommunications and defections from the Catholic
Church have spawned new religious communities and faiths.

“The Pope’s lifting the ban of excommunication has effectively only opened a door whereby this radical right
wing conservative group — with an estimated over 1,000,000 devotees in number — may only just begin to
talk to Vatican officials to eventually be brought back to the mainstream Catholic beliefs [ ].

“This also includes the declaration that anti-Semitism is a sin. If the Pope did not take action to begin to close
this schism, our children and grandchildren might one day see a new virulent right wing religion spring up.”

Krupp observed that Benedict XVI’s action is only the first step toward full communion.

And he said, “It is important to note that Catholic clergy around the world have universally condemned Bishop
Richard Williamson’s outrageous statements.”

Krupp concluded by asking, “Should we allow the bizarre statements and beliefs of this one man, and media
omissions, [to] damage Jewish-Catholic dialogue, which has consistently been highlighted as a major focus
for the Catholic Church and this papacy?”

He answered, “We say no!”
1 6February 15, 2009



During the holiday season the
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Church in Reading, PA was quite
a buzz.  December 6th they held
the Christmas Bazaar.  Preparation
for this event began quite awhile
before the actual date.  This event
was very successful.  A few hundred
customers waiting for over an hour
in freezing temperatures to
purchase “Ukrainian goodies” said
it was worth the wait.  No kidding,
Fr. Andriy Rabiy, our pastor, was
quite surprised with the number of
attendees.

CHRISTMAS SEASON AT READING PARISH
by Cynthia Koretsky
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Saint Nicholas paid a visit to our Reading parish on
December 14, 2008.  The children put on a performance
for St. Nicholas including Ukrainian and English carols.
St, Nicholas thanked the children and refreshments were
shared by forty people or so in attendance.

Then to wrap things up for the season, January 11, 2009
the parishioners had a holiday covered dish social.  After
the 9:00 AM Liturgy and prior to feasting, the Reading
Pagoda Chorus put on a bit of a concert including holiday
and spiritual songs.  The group is a barber shop style,
four part harmony, a cappella chorus associated with
Sweet Adeline International.  The ladies were fabulous
and all in attendance gave them a standing ovation.

Whew!  What a season.  This is
only the start of 2009.  It was said
by someone at these events, “If I
weren’t already a member of this
parish, I would want to join”.

Keep looking for more happenings
at the Reading parish, where all
are always welcome.

Photo to the right: Fr. Andriy
Rabiy with St. Nicholas and
the children of the Reading
parish.



"Generations of Faith for Byzantine Churches"
Workshop-Training on February 6th (for Priests) & February

7th (for Catechists and Volunteers)
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Watch a video on our blog.
www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

Photo: Sr. Ann Laszok, OSBM, presents the
"Generations of Faith" Workshop-Training for Priests

on February 6, 2009 in Philadelphia, PA.

Photo: Sr. Ann Laszok, OSBM, presents the "Generations of Faith" Workshop-Training for
Catechists and Volunteers on February 7, 2009, in Philadelphia, PA.
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(continued on next page)

“Generations of Faith” Workshop

With the blessing of Metropolitan Stefan
Soroka and under the organization of Rev.
Volodymyr Popyk, the Director of the Office of
Religious Education on February 6 and 7 the
catechetical Workshop “Generations of Faith for
Byzantine Churches” was held. This program’s
implementation will give the opportunity to teach
religion not only to youth but adults as well. This
program will also give the opportunity to revitalize
the teaching of the Church about the re-evangelization
of the baptized and those who want to receive
Baptism. This year in the fall the priests, the catechists,
and volunteers will begin this work in their parishes.



"Generations of Faith for Byzantine Churches"
(continued from previous page)

Dr. Michele Burns uses "The Parable of the Pharisee and
the Tax Collector" in her session with the Priests.

Msgr. Ronald Popivchak talks about the Icon of the
Crucifixion in his session with the Volunteers.

Sr. Ann Laszok, OSBM, teaches a song about Zaccheus
and the Sycamore Tree in her session with the Volunteers.

Sr. Ann Laszok, OSBM
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With the words of welcome by Bishop
John Bura and Monsignor Peter Waslo the
lessons began. They were conducted with the
great enthusiasm by Sr. Ann Laszok, OSBM.
Those in attendance at the workshop included
29 priests, 20 catechists, and 41 volunteers.
The group lessons were especially interesting
which has given the opportunity for deeper
understanding of this program and the means
for its realization.

When we work for Christ, we always
face the difficulties but with the faith in God’s
help; looking optimistically in the future, and by
making efforts we will be able to do what God
and His Church want from us. We believe that
the seed that had been sown in the souls of the
seminar participants will sprout and yield a fruit
hundredfold in our Archeparchy parishes.

Office of Religious Education

“Generations of Faith” Workshop
 (continued from previous page)



Sobor 2008 in the Edmonton Eparchy (CANADA)

The Holy Spirit’s Endeavour to Renew and Heal our Eparchy through Prayer

by Marko Stefaniuk M.T.S. (Currently Works in the Cathedral Office and was a
Delegate from Saint Josaphat’s Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in Edmonton)

The Ukrainian Youth Unity
Complex in Edmonton
where the Eparchial Sobor
2008 was taking place
was ful l of eager
anticipation. Almost three-
hundred delegates
representing every Parish
in the Eparchy were there
excitedly waiting to offer
their help to Eparch David
Motiuk to discuss the future
of our Church in Alberta!
Would the hierarchy and
clergy listen to the input
and pleas of the lay-
religious faithful crying out
to be heard? Would the
newly appointed pastoral
council for the Eparchy be
able to come up with not
only a working mission
statement, but a working
plan to implement the Holy
Spirit’s guidance? A hush
descended on the crowd
when representat ive
delegates from each table
were cal led to the
microphone to share the
hopes that they so patiently
held in their hearts...

One group cried out for
more education for our
faithful. Another group
asked for more help for
seniors to come to Divine
Liturgy and to visit the sick
and sing for them. The
youth of the Eparchy were
energized to share but it

seemed like the questions
that were asked had
boxed in responses to very
specific topics that did not
allow the youth to fully
express themselves. One
delegate at the tables that
was not able to speak on
the microphone was
hoping for a cantor
workshop to be offered.
Many asked for additional
future discussions and just
a chance to be heard and
listened to.

In the midst of all this
special assembly, a very
interesting hope was
shared with the gathered
crowd: the desire for a
Ukrainian Catholic prayer
ministry in the form of
pastoral counseling and
spiritual direction with
prayers for healing to
those that are broken and
in pain. WOW! Could it
really happen, that the
marginal ized, those
suffering from depression,
those in despair, the
divorced, the lonely, those
that have been abused
and hurt and are broken-
hearted, that there could
be on-going prayer
ministry open to those
Ukrainian Catholics that
are searching for help to
come back to the Church
and live the hope filled

abundant life that Jesus
Christ promised us? The
Apostles were told by
Jesus not to leave
Jerusalem to evangelize
until they had received the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Ukrainian Catholics have
become temples of the
Holy Spirit through the
Holy Mystery of
Chrismation! But do we
have what the Apostles
had? Are we courageous
enough to go out
proclaiming on our local
street corner that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God?
Are we ready to go joyfully
singing to our deaths in
martyrdom? I believe there
are some that do already
have this, but I personally
feel I need more prayers

for healing before I will be
able to join them joyfully
without fear.

May we continue to pray
with Mary the Theotokos
Mother God as the
Apostles did at Pentecost,
that the Holy Spirit will
renew us and bless us,
releasing His gifts and
charisms in regards to an
intercessory prayer ministry
group in this Eparchy and
our Church to re-
evangelize Ukrainian
Catholics. Ñëaâa Icycy
Xðècòy! Ñëaâa Íàâ³êè
Áoãy!

(Art ic le reprinted from
"Progress" Ukrainian
Catholic News, January 11,
2009.)

Bishop David Motiuk
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Most people understand
at an elementary level how
a bill becomes a law.  At
the federal level, an
elected representative (a
Senator or Congressman)
writes an idea into a piece
of legislation.  Congress
passes the bill and the
president signs it.  The
statute then takes effect as
prescribed.  Statutes then
require us to do or not do
many things, like file our
tax returns by April 15 or
stop at a red light.

Our judicial system also
governs our daily lives.
Decisions of the U.S.
Supreme Court and other
courts provide the
framework from within
statutes must operate or
provide the means for
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l
interpretations which have
the force of law. By way
of example, as a result of
judicial decisions, gladly,
our chi ldren attend
integrated schools but
sadly, abortion became the
“law of the land”.

An often-ignored source of
law are rules and
regulations that stem from
the executive authority of
the president or a
governor. The president
may issue executive orders
or memoranda to clarify
existing laws or direct his
cabinet officers in how to

Executive Authority

By A. B. Hill

manage the federal
government.  By this
process, the Homeland
Security Department was
created and, for now, tax
dollars cannot be spent on
the immoral destruction of
human embryos for
research.  The latter
executive action could
soon change with the
stroke of a pen.

In his first few days of
office, President Barack
Obama signed a few
signif icant execut ive
orders.  One executive
order bans torture. Bishop
Howard J. Hubbard of
Albany, Chairman of the
Committee on International
Justice and Peace of the
United States Conference
of Cathol ic Bishops
(USCCB) said, “Based
upon the teachings of the
Catholic Church, our
Conference of Bishops
welcomes the executive
order. Together with other
religious leaders, we had
pressed for this step to
protect human dignity and
help restore the moral and
legal standing of the
United States in the world.”

However, the USCCB met
another presidential action
with deep disappointment.
President Obama
rescinded the so-called
“Mexico City Policy” which
for the past eight years

had prevented U.S. tax
dol lars from funding
organizations that perform
and promote abortion as
a family planning method
in developing nations.

Such executive orders are
just the beginning of the
many actions the president
will likely take in the next
four years.  While the
Church is vigilant about
legis lat ion being
considered in Congress or
the Pennsylvania General
Assembly, and as we pray
for the courts to consider
the dignity of the human
person in pertinent cases,
we must pay careful
attent ion to possible
executive actions, too.

As citizens, we have a
responsibi l i ty to stay
informed about all actions
that affect the common
good.  Learn everything
you can about current
affairs. Speak up and take

action.  Although he
receives tens of thousands
of e-mails, you may
express your comments to
the president at
www.whitehouse.gov/
contact.  Communicate
your concerns to your
members of Congress; ask
them to put pressure on
the White House on
important issues.  Most
importantly, pray for
God’s protection and
guidance for all who
devote themselves to the
common good, working
for justice and peace at
home and around the
world. (see Prayer after an
E l e c t i o n ,
www.faithfulcitizenship.org)

Hill is Communications
Director of the
Pennsylvania Catholic
Conference – the public
affairs arm of
Pennsylvania’s Catholic
bishops and the Catholic
dioceses of Pennsylvania.
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Next Issue of
"The Way" will be
March 15, 2009

Caroling Donation to the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

February 22, 2009: "The Beginning of the Great
Lent" Lenten Prayer Service. St. Josaphat Ukrainian
Catholic Church, W. Union Blvd. and Kenmore Ave.,
Bethlehem, PA, 7:00 PM.

February 22, 2009: Vespers of Forgiveness Sunday.
Saints Peter & Paul Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church,
20 Nottingham St., Plymouth, PA, 4:00 PM.

March 8, 2009:  Lenten Afternoon of Reflection.
Basilian Spirituality Center, 710 Fox Chase Road, Fox
Chase Manor, PA, 2:00 to 5:00 PM.  (215-780-1227)

March 28, 2009: Women's Day.  Immaculate
Conception Cathedral Hall, 827 N. Franklin Street,
Philadelphia, PA, 9:00 to 4:00 PM. (215-379-3998 x
35)

The Cathedral Choir and
Choir President, Mary
Fedorin, presented a
check to Fr. Ivan Demkiv
for $1,675 on January
25, 2009.

This was the money the
Choir collected through
Christmas Caroling being
donated to the
Cathedral.  The Choir
wishes to thank the
Parishoners who
welcomed them into their
homes, treated them, and
gave a caroling donation.

Frackville, PA Church Offers
Pysanky Making Workshops

St.  Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church, West Oak Street  (Route
61) will sponsor two  workshops on the Ukrainian folk art of
decorating  Easter eggs, known as  pysanky.  Each workshop
will include two evening sessions from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. and will
be held in the parish social  hall. The first workshop will be held
Sunday, March 6 and  Tuesday, March 8.  The second  workshop
will be held Sunday, March 22 and Tuesday, March 24. Cost:
$25. To register or for more information phone 570-874-3777.


