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Photo: Clearwater, Florida, 12-13 March 2009
Front: L-R:  Metropolitans John, Stefan, Constantine, Lawrence

Second row: Bishop John, Archbishops Antony, Jeremiah, Yuiry, Bishop Ken
Third row: Bishops Andriy, Richard, Paul, David, Bryan, Daniel

Clearwater, Florida
12-13 March 2009: For
the fourth time in the last
eight years the hierarchs
of the Ukrainian Catholic
and Ukrainian Orthodox
Churches in North
America have met in a
brotherly “Encounter” to

ENCOUNTER OF UKRAINIAN HIERARCHS
 OF NORTH AMERICA

discuss the relationship
between the two Churches
and the common concerns
they share in shepherding
the faithful entrusted to their
spiritual care.  The meeting
took place in Clearwater,
Florida on 12-13 March
fol lowing separate

meetings of the two groups
of hierarchs just preceding
the Encounter.

Taking part in the meeting
from the Churches in the
United States and Canada
were:  Metropolitans
Constantine, Ukrainian

Orthodox Church – USA;
Stefan, Ukrainian Catholic
Church – USA;
Metropoli tan John,
Ukrainian Orthodox
Church – Canada;
Metropolitan Lawrence,
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ENCOUNTER OF UKRAINIAN HIERARCHS OF NORTH AMERICA
(continued from previous page)

Ukrainian Catholic Church
– Canada;  Archbishops
Antony, Ukrainian
Orthodox Church – USA;
Yurij – Ukrainian Orthodox
Church – Canada;
Bishops David, Ukrainian
Cathol ic Church –
Canada; Paul – Ukrainian
Catholic Church – USA;
Richard, Ukrainian
Catholic Church – USA;
John, Ukrainian Catholic
Church – USA; Ken,
Ukrainian Catholic Church
– Canada; Andriy,
Ukrainian Orthodox
Church – Canada; Daniel,
Ukrainian Orthodox
Church – USA;  Bryan,
Ukrainian Catholic Church,
Canada.  A guest
part ic ipat ing in the
Encounter was Archbishop
Jeremiah, Ukrainian
Orthodox Eparchy of
Brazil and Latin America.
Unable to attend this
year’s meeting were:
Bishop Robert – Ukrainian
Catholic Church – USA;
Bishops Stephen -
Ukrainian Catholic Church
– Canada and Ilarion,
Ukrainian Orthodox
Church – Canada.

Of primary concern to the
hierarchs was the present
state of ecclesiastical life
in Ukraine in all jurisdictions
and the fate of the
Churches under the
present unfortunate
political divisions within the
Ukrainian government and
in Ukrainian society as a

whole.  In the minds of all
the hierarchs present at
the Encounter, Christian
witness in Ukraine is not
only endangered by the
disarray in government
and societal life, but
damage is actually being
done to the efforts toward
ecclesiastical unity and the
Christian service to those
in Ukrainian society who
are most in need.

The consensus of opinion
of the Encounter
participants, having heard
from the Orthodox
hierarchs about the recent
vis i t of Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew I to
Kyiv, was that it was a
positive event, which can
result in consequences
beneficial to all Christianity
in Ukraine.  The Catholic
hierarchs shared their
experiences in relationship
to their brother hierarchs
in Ukraine, in particular
information about the
progress of construction
and program
development at the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Sobor in Kyiv.  The
hierarchs are of one mind
in the belief that the Church
must reclaim its place as
the moral conscience of the
Ukrainian nation – a role
denied to the hierarchs –
or abandoned by some –
during the long, dark night
of communist subjugation.
The Encounter participants
agreed to explore the

ways in which both the
Churches of
Constantinople and Rome
can be encouraged to
promote the stabilization
and independence of
ecclesiastical life in Ukraine,
particularly in light of
possible challenges to that
independence that may
result from poli t ical
changes in the government
and in the church of
neighboring Russia.

Lengthy discussion was
devoted to a thorough
examination of Church life
in both the Orthodox and
Catholic Churches in North
America.  The hierarchs
were greatly concerned
about decl ining
membership in so many
parishes and the
conditions, which seem to
exacerbate this critical
problem.  The hierarchs will
continue to discuss on a
regular basis in upcoming
meetings new possibilities
for jointly conducting youth
ministry, programs related
to clergy education and
welfare, adult education.
They hope to share in a
common outreach to their
faithful in confronting the
effects of the secularization
of society on the life of
both Churches and the
threats to Christian life,
which abound in the moral,
ethical and social issues
facing those societies and,
indeed, Ukrainian
community life in both

Canada and the United
States.  The hierarchs
concluded that there is an
enormous need to devote
much more prayer and
time contemplating and
focusing upon the manner
in which the Church gives
witness in an ever-
changing society.

The Encounter participants
repeatedly stressed that
there is much more that
unites, rather than divides
us in ful f i l l ing our
responsibilities before
God.  They are convinced
that the Holy Spirit is at
work in their gatherings
and that there is a need
to closely examine the
paths to a deeper
ecclesiastical relationship
between them, benefitting
all the faithful entrusted to
their care.  To this end,
they envis ion their
meetings evolving into a
permanent Eastern
Christian Dialogue, which
wil l enable such an
examination and even
provide a focus for the
more general and long-
established Orthodox-
Catholic Dialogue.

The time spent together
during this Encounter was
deeply valued by all the
hierarchal participants,
who departed with a new
sense of purpose and
relationship in the Name
of the Lord.



3March 29, 2009

Ukrainian Catholic Bishops of Canada and the United States
of America conclude successful meeting

Clearwater, Florida, 13 March 2009: Eight bishops representing the Ukrainian Catholic hierarchy of
North America gathered for two days of meetings in Clearwater, Florida 10-11 March.  Most Rev. Stefan
Soroka, Archbishop of Philadelphia and Metropolitan for Ukrainian Catholics in the USA welcomed the
participants of the two-day meeting, “It is good to be together for the next few days.  It will provide us a
chance to pray together, to discuss both our shared challenges and blessings.”

His Grace Stefan headed up the American delegation consisting of Most Rev. Richard Seminack of St. Nicholas
Eparchy of Chicago, Most Rev. Paul Chomnycky OSBM, of the Stamford Eparchy and Most Rev. John Bura,
Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia.

Most Rev. Lawrence Huculak OSBM, Archbishop of Winnipeg
and Metropolitan for Ukrainian Catholics in Canada led the
four-member delegation from Canada also consisting of Most
Rev. David Motiuk of the Edmonton Eparchy, Most Rev. Ken
Nowakowski of the New Westminster Eparchy and Most Rev.
Bryan Bayda C.Ss.R., of the Saskatoon Eparchy.

The bishops received a presentation by Mr. Guy Camarata
and Mr. Charles Neubecker who have been working closely
with His Beatitude Lubomyr Cardinal Husar, head of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church and the Patriarchal Curia on the
development and overall structuring of the Patriarchal Curial
offices in Ukraine.  Their presentation to the bishops was on
the “Strategic Studies & Roadmapping – Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church”.  The bishops along with Mr.
Camarata and Mr. Neubecker discussed ways of positive areas of support for the work of the Curia and
underlined the need to ensure good communications.

The two-day meeting allowed the bishops
to evaluate and further develop the areas
of pastoral collaboration between the
American and Canadian Metropolia
especially in the areas of seminary
formation.

Immediately following their meeting the
Ukrainian Catholic Hierarchy of North
America met with the Hierarchy of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of North
America for a two-day meeting.  This
encounter allowed the Bishops of the two
Churches the opportunity to discuss areas
of pastoral concern for their faithful of the
Ukrainian communities in Canada and the
USA.

Awaiting the group photo
- Most Rev. Ken

Nowakowski

Presentation



Six days before the
Passover, Jesus arrived at
Bethany, where Lazarus
lived, whom Jesus had
raised from the dead.
Here a dinner was given
in Jesus’ honor. Martha
served, while Lazarus was
among those reclining at
the table with him. Then
Mary took about a pint
of pure nard, an
expensive perfume; she
poured it on Jesus’ feet
and wiped his feet with
her hair. And the house
was f i l led with the
fragrance of the perfume.
But one of his disciples,
Judas Iscariot, who was
later to betray him,
objected, “Why wasn’t
this perfume sold and the
money given to the poor?
It was worth a year’s
wages.” He did not say
this because he cared
about the poor but
because he was a thief;
as keeper of the money
bag, he used to help

Palm Sunday - April 5, 2009
himself to what was put
into it. “Leave her alone,”
Jesus replied. “It was
intended that she should
save this perfume for the
day of my burial. You will
always have the poor
among you, but you will
not always have me.”
Meanwhile a large crowd
of Jews found out that
Jesus was there and came,
not only because of him
but also to see Lazarus,
whom he had raised from
the dead. So the chief
priests made plans to kill
Lazarus as well, for on
account of him many of
the Jews were going over
to Jesus and putting their
faith in him. The next day
the great crowd that had
come for the Feast heard
that Jesus was on his way
to Jerusalem. They took
palm branches and went
out to meet him, shouting,
“Hosanna!” “Blessed is he
who comes in the name
of the Lord!” “Blessed is

the King of Israel!” Jesus
found a young donkey
and sat upon it, as it is
written, “Do not be afraid,
O Daughter of Zion; see,
your king is coming, seated
on a donkey’s colt.” At first
his disciples did not
understand all this. Only
after Jesus was glorified
did they realize that these
things had been written
about him and that they

had done these things to
him. Now the crowd that
was with him when he
called Lazarus from the
tomb and raised him from
the dead continued to
spread the word. Many
people, because they had
heard that he had given
this miraculous sign, went
out to meet him. (Jn. 12,
1-18)

This is the start of the
holiest week of the Christian
Year as we recall so many
great beliefs of our faith:
Divine forgiveness, the
Eucharist, Redemption and
Salvation, the Resurrection
and eternal life. And all
this remembering starts
with the Feast of Jesus’
entry into Jerusalem.
This festival is one of the
oldest feastdays in the
Eastern Church, dating

JESUS’ ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM

back to the third century.
This day is called “Palm
Sunday” because of the
custom of blessing and
distributing palm branches
in Church on that day. In
places where no palm trees
grew, the custom arose of
using willow branches, a
tree that is the first to
blossom in the spring.
Among the Jews and
ancient Romans, the palm
branch was the symbol of
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victory. In the New
Testament the palm branch
became the symbol of
martyrdom. The willow
branch is also called the
symbol of the resurrection.
All of these externals are
used to bring home to us
the importance of internal
dedication to Jesus Christ.
The first reading at the
Divine Liturgy is from St.
Paul’s Epist le to the
Phil ippians (4:4-9). It

announces the nearness of
the Lord. Christ was close!
This nearness was the
reason for dismissing
anxiety.  It was like saying,
“Hang-in-there!  God’s
coming soon!”  We can
bear with pain or sorrow
or rejection when we know
it is only temporary.  When
the Lord would arrive,
everything would have

(continued on next page)
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JESUS’ ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM
(continued from previous page)

been wonderful!  We
know, however, that we
are still waiting for the
Second coming of Christ.
We also know that the
Lord Jesus is present now
with us in the Sacraments
and in His Word.  So,
while we await the Final
Appearance, we have the
Lord with us.  This
consoling thought certainly
can afford us inner peace
when there are conflicts
and unrest all around us.
We begin Holy Week
knowing that the Lord is
among us to support, help
and strengthen us.
The Gospel Reading from
St. John (12:1-18) tells of
the last anointing, when
Mary poured ointment on
Jesus’ feet at Bethany and
then of the entry into
Jerusalem.

The f irst part of the
reading anticipates Jesus’
death and burial.  Earlier
in St. John’s Gospel, Mary
had shown her choice for
sitting at the feet of Jesus
while Martha, her sister,
crit icized her for not
helping with housework.
Today we hear Judas
criticize Mary for her
extravagant expression of
love for Jesus, but Jesus
rebukes him and affirms
her display as prophetic
of His burial.  Since we
are to be people of action
in following Jesus, why
can’t we make a resolution

this Holy Week to
demonstrate our love for

another person in an
extravagant way for the
glory of God?

The second part of the
Reading tells us about the
Entry into Jerusalem.  In
fulfillment of an ancient
Messianic prophecy, Jesus
entered the ci ty in
triumphal.  Yet, even as
He received the praise of
the crowds as the Anointed
One, He was still the
humble servant riding on
a donkey rather than in a
kingly procession.  He

entered into God’s will for
His life bravely, providing

the world with the example
of how to bear suffering
with faith, hope, and love.
Jesus the King of Kings and
Lord of Lords was also the
perfect servant of God.
May we share in that
nature and be faithful
servants too.

Holy week was at one time
referred to as “the Great
Week.”  It is truly a great
week because within it we
will commemorate the
events of our salvation.
The Liturgy, however, does

not present the Passion of
our Lord in merely sad or
sorrowful terms as if we
did not know the outcome.
There is not tragic note
about the suffering and
death of our Lord as if He
were a failure.  Rather,
throughout the week there
runs a feeling of joyful
victory generated by the
realization that the death
of Jesus led to the glory
of His Resurrection.

May we certainly make
the effort to join with the
Church for Services
throughout this week to
prepare for a glorious
Easter celebration.  We
have everything to gain
and nothing to loose for
making the effort.

May the Word of God
dwell in our hearts and
guide the actions of our
lives.

Easter Egg Hunt
 at the Cathedral of

the Immaculate
Conception, will be

held on Palm
Sunday, April 5th

after the 11:00 am
Liturgy.

(Philadelphia, PA)
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Ask Fr. Yaroslav

(continued on next page)

Today I will try to
answer questions
regarding Holy
Saturday.

Great and Holy Saturday
is the day on which Christ
reposed in the tomb.  The
Church calls this day the
Blessed Sabbath.

Moses myst ical ly
foreshadowed this day
when he said:
God blessed the Seventh
Day! This is that Blessed
Sabbath. This is the Day
of Rest, on which the only-
begotten Son of God
rested from all His works.
(Vesperal Liturgy of Holy
Saturday)

By using this title the
Church links Holy Saturday
with the creative act of
God.  In the initial account
of creation as found in the
Book of genesis, God
made man in His own
image and likeness.  To
be truly himself, man was
to l ive in constant
communion with the
source and dynamic
power of that image: God.
Man fell from God.  Now
Christ, the Son of God
through whom all things
were created, has come
to restore man to
communion with God.  He
thereby completes
creation.  All things are
again as they should be.
His mission is
consummated.  On the

Blessed Sabbath He rests
from all His works.

Holy Saturday is a
neglected day in parish life.
Few people attend the
Services.  Popular piety
usually reduces Holy Week
to one day — Holy Friday.
This day is quickly
replaced by another —
Easter Sunday.  Christ is
dead and then suddenly
alive.  Great sorrow is
suddenly replaced by
great joy.  In such a
scheme Holy Saturday is
lost.

In the understanding of the
Church, sorrow is not
replaced by joy; it is
transformed into joy.  This
distinction indicates that it
is precisely within death that
Christ continues to effect
triumph.

We sing that Christ is
“...trampling down death
by death” in the troparion
of Easter.  This phrase
gives great meaning to
Holy Saturday.  Christ’s
repose in the tomb is an
“active” repose.  He comes
in search of His fallen
fr iend, Adam, who
represents all of us. Not
finding him on earth, He
descends to the realm of
death, known as Hades
in the Old Testament.
There He finds him and
brings him life once again.
This is the victory: the dead
are given life.  The tomb is
no longer a forsaken,
lifeless place.  By His death
Christ tramples down
death.

The traditional icon used
by the Church on the feast
of Easter is an icon of Holy

Saturday: the descent of
Christ into Hades.  It is a
painting of theology, for
no one has ever seen this
event.  It depicts Christ,
radiant in hues of white
and blue, standing on the
shattered gates of Hades.
With arms outstretched He
is joining hands with Adam
and al l other Old
Testament righteous whom
He has found there.  He
leads them from the
kingdom of death.  By His
death He tramples death.

Today Hades cries out
groaning: I should not
have accepted the Man
born of Mary. He came
and destroyed the gates
of brass! As God, He
raised the souls I had held
captive! Glory to Your
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(continued from previous page)

Ask Fr. Yaroslav

In order to be more available to those seeking
information about the priesthood and religious
life, the Vocations Office of the Archeparchy of
Philadelphia has opened a site on Facebook ®.

For those interested, just log onto Facebook®

and search for Peter Waslo or follow the link
below. Ask to be a friend and in responding you
will be networked with Msgr. Waslo and others
who have the same interest.

http://www.facebook.com/people/Peter-D-
Waslo/1341874630

FACEBOOK®

VOCATIONS OFFICE IS ON

Cross and Resurrection, O
Lord!
(Vesperal Liturgy of Holy
Saturday)

The services of the day
convey all of the above
understanding concerning
Holy Saturday.  The first
of these is Matins.  It is
often cal led “The
Lamentations at the Tomb”
or “Jerusalem Matins.”  The
service begins where Holy
Friday ended.  Evil and
death have apparently
triumphed. The Church is
darkened; the melodies
used in singing are
somber.  The solemn
troparion of the burial “The
Noble Joseph” is
repeated.

A gradual change begins
to take place during the
chanting of the
Lamentations: Psalm 119
with accompanying verses.
Psalm 119 is a hymn of
praise of the Law of God.
Christ has perfectly fulfilled
the law and cannot be
forsaken by God. (If you
are perceptive, you will
note that this psalm is the
very same sung at the
funeral service for a
layperson.)

The Lamentations give way
to the singing, in light and
more rhythmic melodies, of
the Sunday resurrection
tones.  The church is more

brightly illumined.  The
pace quickens.  The
resurrectional doxology is
sung.

The prophecy of Ezekiel,
concerning the dry bones
being restored to life, is
read (Ez 37:1-14).  The
prophecy is now being
fulfilled: in His death Christ
brings life to the dead.

The service concludes on
a climatic, resurrectional
note in the chanting of the
Alleluia verses after the
Epistle.  These are the same
psalm verses used at the
Easter Services: “Let God
arise and let His enemies
be scattered...” (Psalm 68).

Vespers with the Liturgy of
St. Basil is celebrated on
Holy Saturday.  This
wonderful Service contains
as its pivotal point the
reading of specific parts
of the Old Testament, each
part prophesying about
the resurrection of the
Messiah.  Like the three
Hebrew youths in the fiery
Babylonian furnace who
emerged unscathed by the
fire, Christ will emerge from
the tomb untouched by
corruption (Daniel 3).  After
the Epistle reading, verses
from Psalm 82 are sung
in one of the most beautiful
Kievan melodies of the
Church: “Arise, O God,
and judge the earth; for

to You belong all nations.”
During this singing, the
vestment colors are
changed from dark to light.
The Royal doors are then
flung open and the first
Gospel announcing the
Resurrection is chanted.
The Holy Eucharist, not
given on Holy Friday, is
celebrated.  The risen Lord
comes to give Himself “as
food to the faithful” (Hymn
of the Cherubim: Vesperal
Liturgy).

The light vestments indicate
that the transition form
Holy Friday to Easter is
nearly completed.  Light is
radiating from the tomb,
and the Lord is
e u c h a r i s t i c a l l y
communicating His Life to
us — the sons and
daughters of the fallen
Adam.

Do not neglect Holy
Saturday.  Be present for
the church services to move
from death to life with
Christ.
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Documenting 100 Years of Ministry

Fox Chase Manor, PA

From Philadelphia to New York City, Chicago, IL to
Newark, NJ, Hamtramck, MI to Chesapeake City, MD,
the Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great have
been a major component of numerous lives through
schools, orphanages, and parishes.  In preparation of
their 100th Anniversary of ministry in the United States,

Motherhouse, Fox Chase Manor, PA

the Sisters are collecting memories of the many people whose lives are intertwined with the Sisters.

If you, or someone you know, has memories of time spent with Sisters, photographs, or other mementos
- we would like to hear from you!!  Please contact Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski at 215.379.3998
ext. 35, dabusowski@stbasils.com, or 710 Fox Chase Road, Fox Chase Manor, PA  19046

The Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great are a worldwide religious community.  They respond
to the needs of God’s people today, embodying the welcoming presence of the Lord.  In leading
uniquely effective and innovative ministries in education, spiritual direction, evangelization, and lay
collaboration, they bring the rich traditions and mysteries of the Eastern Church to those they encounter.
For more information concerning this rich heritage, please call 215.379.3998 or visit us at www.stbasils.com.
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Postulant Enters Novitiate of the Contemplative Nuns
of the Order of St. Basil the Great

On February 2, the
Feast of the Encounter of
our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, His Excellency
Bishop Paul Chomnycky,
OSBM, Eparch of
Stamford, celebrated a
Divine Liturgy and Basilian
monast ic Invest i ture
Ceremony at St. Andrew
the Apostle Ukrainian
Cathol ic Church in
Campbell Hall, NY, at
which Postulant Anne
Marie Loscocco received
the habit of the
Contemplative Nuns of the
Order of St. Basil the
Great.

Concelebrat ing
with Bishop Paul were the
Very Rev. Yaroslav Kostyk,
Pastor of St. Andrew’s
Church, and Rev. John
Lundberg of Middletown.
Also in attendance were
Rev. Robert K. Wilson of
St. John the Evangelist
Cathol ic Church in
Goshen, NY, and Rev.
Robert Moreno, Pastor of
Anne Marie’s home parish
of St. Basil Ukrainian
Cathol ic Church  in
Lancaster, NY.

Sisters of the Order
of St. Basil the Great from
Philadelphia and New
York City joined the
Contemplative Nuns in
singing the responses for
the Divine Liturgy and the
Investiture Ceremony.

Family members and
friends were also among
the approximately 50
people who attended.

Candidate Anne
Marie Loscocco had
entered the Sacred Heart
Monastery of the
Contemplative Nuns of the
Order of St. Basil the
Great in Middletown, NY,
on the Feast of the
Annunciation of the Mother
of God, March 25, 2008.

During the
Investiture Ceremony,
Postulant Anne Marie
prostrated on the floor

Bishop Paul Chomnycky, OSBM, gives Anne Marie the monastic tonsure
(cutting of hair) as a sign of her renunciation of the world.

while the Sisters sang the
Troparia of St. Basil and
St. Macrina, and Kondaks
of the Mother of God and
the Resurrection.  Bishop
Paul then questioned Anne
Marie about her intentions
and blessed the religious
garb she was to receive.
He gave her the monastic
tonsure (cutting the hair in
the form of a cross as a
token of renunciation of
the world), at which time
she received the name,
Sister Teresa.  Bishop Paul
then prayed over each
item of the religious garb,
proclaiming the symbolic
meaning of each, before

handing it to her: habit (joy
and exultation, resisting of
temptations), cincture (truth,
mortification of the flesh),
scapular (incorruptible
chastity), cap (helmet of
salvation) and veil (humility,
obedience), and chotki/
rosary (spiritual sword, the
word of God).

After Sister Teresa was
clothed in the habit,
Bishop Paul gave her a
candle, admonishing her
to be a light to the world
by a chaste and virtuous

(continued on next page)
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l i fe.  This Invest i ture
Ceremony marked Sister
Teresa’s entrance into the
Novitiate.

Fol lowing the
Divine Li turgy and
Investiture Ceremony, the
Pastor of St. Andrew’s, his
family and parishioners
hosted a reception in the
parish hall.  Afterwards,
fr iends and family
members vis i ted the
Contemplative Nuns at
Sacred Heart Monastery,
and Rev. Robert Moreno
celebrated a Panakhyda
for Sister Teresa’s parents
and for the deceased
Nuns of Sacred Heart
Monastery.

Postulant Enters Novitiate of the Contemplative Nuns
of the Order of St. Basil the Great

(continued from previous page)

Bishop Paul Chomnycky, OSBM, with the Contemplative Nuns of Saint Basil
the Great, newly invested Sister Teresa, and Basilian Sisters from Philadelphia
and New York City.

Contemplative Nuns of
the Order of St. Basil

the Great

Sacred Heart Monastery

209 Keasel Road,
Middletown, NY 10940

(845) 343-1308

www.basiliannuns.org.ar

Postulant Anne Marie Loscocco prostrates and begs God for the forgiveness
of her sins and for the courage to embrace the penitential life.
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In a fast track maneuver,
legis lat ion with the
potential to threaten
religious liberty narrowly
advanced from the
Pennsylvania House of
Representatives State
Government Committee
with a 12 to 11 vote on
March 11, 2009.  The
bill, known as HB 300,
would add “sexual
orientation and gender
identity or expression” to
the Pennsylvania Human
Relat ions Act in an
attempt to have them
considered protected
classes.  The PHRA
current ly forbids
discr imination in
employment, housing
and publ ic
a c c o m m o d a t i o n s
because of race, color,
religious creed, ancestry,
age, handicap or
national origin.

Under the current statute,
in some cases, religious
organizations get an
exemption to conduct
their affairs on the basis
of religious creed or
gender when there is a
“bona fide occupational
qualification” to do so.
HB 300 al lows no
exemptions.

The Pennsylvania
Catholic Conference
(PCC) opposes the
legislation because of its
potential threat to the
rel igious l iberty of

Religious liberty threatened by sexual orientation bill
organizat ions and
individuals.

Robert J. O’Hara, Jr.,
Executive Director of the
PCC said, “It is the position
of the Catholic Church that
every person should be
treated with dignity and
respect.  Church teachings
make a dist inct ion,
however, between
someone having a
homosexual orientation
and homosexual behavior.
House Bill 300, at the very
least, blurs that distinction.”

“The effect of HB 300 is
the potential exposure of
a diocese or other Church
ministry to litigation for
act ing in a manner
consistent with Church
teachings regarding
homosexual i ty,” said
O’Hara. “This bi l l
constitutes an effort by the
government to say to
people that their moral
code or their belief system
must be abandoned – that
those who disagree will be
forced to conform or suffer
monetary damages and
legal processes if they do
not, in their daily lives,
embrace homosexuality.”

He pointed out some
potential problems using
schools as an example.
The bill authorizes the
development of a new
curriculum in public schools
deal ing with sexual
orientation and gender

identity or expression.
Although current state
regulations permit parents
to opt their children out of
religiously objectionable
instruction, regulations are
easily subject to change.
Opting-out itself could
identify or brand a student
as “homophobic.” Other
states with simi lar
measures have disallowed
parents to opt out,
resul t ing in a state
mandate to teach students
that their parents, who
may object to the
acceptance and
promotion of homosexual
conduct on rel igious
grounds, are in effect
“bigots.”

The proposal raises
troubling religious liberty
concerns for the Church
as an employer and
provider of key services
that help the poor and
vulnerable, and to all
individuals whose religious
beliefs do not condone
homosexuality.

House State Government
Committee roll call vote by
diocese. A “yes” vote is in
favor of the bill.  A “no”
vote reflects the PCC’s
position.

ALLENTOWN DIOCESE
Jim Cox – no
Robert Freeman – yes

ERIE DIOCESE
Florindo J. Fabrizio – yes

Matt Gabler – no
Kathy L. Rapp – no
Brad Roae – no

GREENSBURG DIOCESE
Tim Krieger – no

HARRISBURG DIOCESE
Kerry A. Benninghoff –
no (also Altoona-
Johnstown Diocese)
Tom C. Creighton – no
Cheryl M. Delozier – no
Glen R. Grell – no
David R. Millard – no

P H I L A D E L P H I A
ARCHDIOCESE
Louise W. Bishop – yes
Brendan F. Boyle – yes
Lawrence H. Curry – yes
Mark B. Cohen – yes
Babette Josephs,
Committee Chair – yes
Michael H. O’Brien – yes
Frank L. Oliver – yes
Marguerite Quinn – no
Greg Vitali – yes

PITTSBURGH DIOCESE
Dan Frankel – yes

SCRANTON DIOCESE
Mike Carroll – yes

Did not vote:
PHILADELPHIA – John T.
Galloway and Rick
Taylor; PITTSBURGH –
Jaret Gibbons

The next step for HB 300
is consideration by the
House Appropriations
Committee.



 

26th Annual PYSANKA WORKSHOP 
 & EASTER BAZAAR  

 

 

Sunday, March 29, 2009 
 

 
 
PYSANKA WORKSHOP:  2 pm - 5 pm (registration 1-2 pm). 
Learn to decorate Easter Eggs the traditional Ukrainian way. 
Detailed A/V presentation, personalized instruction, materials & supplies included.  
Adults:  $15 | Children under 12:  $10 
  
BUFFET LUNCHEON "Traditional Ukrainian":  12 noon until the food is gone. 
EASTER BAZAAR:  12 noon - 4 pm.  Many vendors --Traditional Ukrainian arts and 
crafts, pysanka kits, how-to books, videos, traditional foods & baked goods, smoked 
meats: kovbasa (smoked sausage), kabanos, bochok (rib bacon), pashtet (liver pate), 
poliadvytsia (lean Canadian bacon). 

 
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC NATIONAL SHRINE 

4250 Harewood Road, NE 
Washington, DC 20017 

(across from the Catholic University of America) 
 
For directions and information:  Sophika (240) 426-0530, Jurij (301) 356-7695, or the 
Parish office at (202) 526-3737. 
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Lenten Reflections by Metropolitan Stefan Soroka

(continued on next page)

Metropolitan Stefan’s Lenten Message for the Second Sunday of Lent

Two characteristics of a follower of Jesus Christ are revealed to us in the Gospel readings for the first two
Sundays of Great Lent.  The Gospel for the first Sunday of Lent calls you and me to make a choice for Jesus,
to follow Him, just like the disciples Philip and Nathaniel did.  While they initially hesitated, they recognized
Jesus as the Son of God and followed Him.  “Follow me” is Jesus’ call to you and to me today!  It disrupted
the daily life of the disciples.  It challenged them to a greater closeness with Jesus.  Do your Lenten
observations disturb your daily routine?  Do they challenge you to a closer journey with Jesus, including
participating in the special Lenten services in your parish?

We hear, in the Gospel for the second Sunday of Lent, of how a paralytic man is brought by his friends before
Jesus for healing.   They were so motivated that they even made a hole in someone’s roof to get him there!
The paralytic was healed by Jesus because of the faith of his friends.  You and I are called to give that same
strong witness to the world surrounding us which is thirsting for Jesus’ healing.  Will you dedicate yourself to
bring others before Jesus for His healing?  You can begin with inviting other members in your family, your
neighbors, and people living in the community surrounding your parish to participate in your parish worship.
This is simply living out our baptismal call to go forth and to evangelize all nations!  If your heart is feeling
Jesus’ call to serve Him as a priest or as a religious priest or sister – don’t hesitate!  There can be no greater
joy and satisfaction than following Jesus Christ as a priest or religious.

Metropolitan Stefan’s Meditation on the Third Sunday of Great Fast

We hear the striking words of Jesus, “Whoever wishes to follow me, let him deny himself and take up
his cross and follow me” (Mt 16:24).  Each of us chooses our perception of the cross.  That perception largely
determines how we will live and how we will die, how we come to deny ourselves and how we take up our
cross and follow Jesus.  Jesus accepted his cross.  He encourages us to embrace the hardships in our life.
Jesus fell with the burden of the cross three times.  Jesus knows that in our
frailty and in our weakness, we may fall many more times!  Yet, Jesus Christ
is always there to lift us up, when we trust in His loving care for us and when
we realize how helpless we are without Jesus.  Jesus entrusted to all of us His
Mother, the Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede for us.  She helps us to see that
love surpasses even grief.  Jesus sends us help to carry our crosses.  Simon
helped carry Jesus’ cross.  There are many “Simons” around us to help us
carry our burdens.  We need to open our hearts to receive them.  Veronica
wiped the face of Jesus as he carried the cross.  How many times we are
provided momentary relief in our sufferings, encouraging us to have a more
courageous faith.  Finally, Jesus died on the cross.  The love of the Father did
not prevent the suffering of Jesus, and did not prevent the cruel death of the
beloved Son.  Why should we always be dreaming that, if God loves us, He
will take away our crosses?  Our love and embrace of our cross will save us,
and through it, we will save many souls.  Ask Jesus to help you to embrace
your challenges and sufferings as you participate in the Great Fast services
during the week in your parish.
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Lenten Reflections by Metropolitan Stefan Soroka
Metropolitan Stefan Soroka’s Reflection for the Fourth Sunday of Great Fast

An interesting dialogue occurs between Jesus and the father of the ill son in the Fourth
Sunday of Great Fast (Mark 9:17-31).  To the father, Jesus says, “To him who believes,
all things are possible”.  The father, face to face with Jesus, cries out, “I believe… If there
is still some discouragement in me, still some doubts, take them away and fill me with
an unquestioning faith”.  What an ideal reflection and prayer for you and for me as we
journey in the final weeks of Great Fast!  Jesus reminds us of a universal truth.  To
approach anything in the spirit of hopelessness is to make it hopeless; to approach
anything in the spirit of faith is to make it a possibility. Jesus modeled for us the
characteristics of being an evangelizer, a peacemaker, a leader and as a dreamer in
his response with his disciples, the father with his ill son, and with the people present.
He empowered change in them all.  You and I are called to become an agent of

change or catalyst of change in others.  We can have the effect of impacting on others and calling them to
a higher order of thinking and living.  You then bring people closer to God!

The disciples wondered why they could not cure the boy.  Jesus tells them that this kind of cure demanded
prayer.  In effect, Jesus was telling them that they did not live close enough to God.  They had been equipped
with power, but it needed prayer to maintain it.  The journey of Great Fast is a special grace-filled time for
our renewal of faith.  We grow in the power of prayer when we gather as a faith community with others in
our parishes.  We together grow in closeness to God.  We need one another and we need all of our brothers
and sisters in Christ of the parish to gather as one family to grow in closeness with God.  I urge you to not
to fail your brothers and sisters in your faith family, your parish, by not attending and offering your prayers.
Participate in the special weekly services during the Great Fast, and grow in your closeness to God.

Metropolitan Stefan’s Reflection for the Fifth Sunday of Great Fast

Almost every parish of our 67 parishes within the archeparchy sent representatives to the recent Sobor held
in Philadelphia.  We heard the common observation that our parishes need to become more inviting to others.
We spoke of various initiatives than can be taken within the parishes to be more welcoming and evangelizing
in spirit.  Almost five months have passed and I wonder how much we have progressed in this commonly felt
need.  The Gospel for the Fifth Sunday of Great Fast (Mark 10: 32-45) speaks of Jesus’ disappointment in his
apostles.  Jesus was calling them to a change of mind, a new vision.  It was not easy for them to understand
that greatness meant becoming a servant of others.  Rather, the apostles were caught up in asking for places
of honor.  The change in the apostles was painfully slow in coming and was not in clear evidence until
Pentecost.

Why were the apostles so slow to respond?  Why are you and I, who are so much like the apostles, so
reluctant to give up the old way of seeing things in order to take as our own the vision of Jesus?  It is so difficult
for us to give up on our own plans, dreams, the ways we have become accustomed to doing things.  It takes
so much faith to leave our comfort zones and to journey into the unknown.  Risk haunts us, and together with
the fear of the unknown, these drown out the voice of God’s grace inviting and challenging us.  Our only
guarantee is the promise of Jesus that we will not walk in darkness if we follow Him.

The problem is our vision, the blindness of the heart.  Like the apostles, we are slow to grasp Jesus’ vision of
joy and peace, slow to accept the truth that sets us free.   Resolve to go broke with your personality in serving
others in the name of Jesus Christ.  Allow your love for Jesus and for your neighbor to be actively expressed
in the life of your parish.  Like Bartimaeus, the blind man sitting outside the gates of the city, let us also pray,
“Lord Jesus, son of David, … I want to see!” (Mark 10: 51)
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A meeting of the Permanent Synod of Bishops of the UGCC
took place in Donets’k

From February 27 to March 2, 2009, a meeting of the Permanent Synod of Bishops of the UGCC took
place in Donets’k. The Permanent Synod is a group of bishops which works on behalf of the Patriarchal
Synod and is the deliberative structure for the Head of the Church. “As we already are convinced, when
the members of the Permanent Synod are better informed, so we can better prepare a meeting of the
Patriarchal Synod. Five years ago we decreed to conduct one of the meetings which take place during the
year (mainly there are three of them) outside of the borders of Ukraine, and two others in Ukraine, in Lviv.
However this year we decided that in order to better get to know the position of our Church, it follows to
hold a session not only in Lviv but also in other cities of the eparchies and exarchates of Ukraine.” So His
Beatitude Lubomyr, Head of the UGCC, said, explaining the choice of the place of conduct of this synodal
session.

On Friday, Saturday and Monday, there were formal sessions of the Synod after lunch, there were
preliminary planned meetings with clergy, laity, lay organizations, youth of the Donets’k-Kharkiv Exarchate,
and representatives of the local civil authorities. On Sunday the members of the Permanent Synod drove
to three parishes of the UGCC in Donets’k and to parishes in Kharkiv, Zaporizhzhya and Poltava, where
they celebrated pontifical Liturgies and communicated with the faithful. In Donets’k celebrated: His Beatitude
Lubomyr and Bishop Stepan (Meniok), Exarch of Donets’k and Kharkiv, in the Cathedral Church of the
Protection of the Holy Mother of God; Archbishop Ihor (Voznyak) of Lviv in the Church of the Descent of
the Holy Spirit, on the site of the construction of a youth center; Bishop David (Motiuk), Eparch of Edmonton
(Canada), and Bishop Paul (Chomnycky), Eparch of Stamford (USA) in the Church of Saint Nicholas. Bishop
Vasyl (Semenyuk), Eparch of Ternopil’ and Zboriv, visited faithful of the UGCC in Poltava, Bishop Bohdan
(Dzyurakh), Secretary of the Synod of Bishops of the UGCC, visited Zaporizhzhya, and Bishop Vasyl
(Medvit), auxiliary bishop of the Kyiv Archeparchy, who in those days also stayed in Donets’k, celebrated
in Kharkiv.

At the completion of the Synod its participants visited the parishes of the UGCC in Donets’k and met with
Bishop Stepan (Meniok) and his helpers in the administration of the exarchate. During the meeting members
of the Permanent Synod presented them their observations on the modern position of their exarchate and
expressed their wishes for the future.

Information
The Permanent Synod consists of five persons: from the governing authorities to this structure enters the
Head of the UGCC, who is the head of the Permanent Synod. Three bishops, members of the Permanent
Synod, elect the Patriarchal Synod, and one is appointed by the Major Archbishop. The members of this
Synod are elected for five years. In addition, deputies are elected in case one of the members of the
Permanent Synod is not be able to participate in its work. During a year there are four meetings of the
Permanent Synod, one of which is immediately after the completion of the Patriarchal Synod.

The Synod of Bishops of the UGCC which was held in Philadelphia (USA) from September 27 to October
6, 2007, choose new members of the Permanent Synod of Bishops of the UGCC: Archbishop Ihor
(Voznyak), Bishop Paul (Chomnycky), Bishop David (Motiuk), Bishop Vasyl (Semenyuk). The composition of
the deputies of members of the Permanent Synod of Bishops of the UGCC: Bishop Vasyl (Ivasyuk), Bishop
Yaroslav (Pryriz), Bishop Volodymyr (Yuszczak), Bishop Valdemaro (Koubetch).

Information Department of the UGCC
http://www.ugcc.org.ua



Parents used to
worry about having the
“birds and bees” talk with
their children. Now, they
have to fret over adding the
words “abusers” and
“predators” to their
vocabulary.

Womazetta Jones
has some suggestions for
how adults can proceed.
She is director of the Safe
Environment Office in the
Office for the Protection of
Children and Youth of the
Archdiocese of Chicago.
She worked for the Illinois
Department of Children and
Family Services for more
than 15 years, and was
involved with child sex
abuse investigation before
joining the Archdiocese.

Any discussion of
such a sensitive issue, she
says, should be based on
years of building a special
relat ionship between
parents and chi ldren.
Mothers and fathers, Jones
notes, “must develop,
maintain and foster an
ongoing posi t ive
relationship with their
children. Parents need to
listen to their children, talk
to their children, and be
actively involved in their
lives and observant of
everything.”

A second
prerequisite, she adds, is
that parents approach their
children to talk about
keeping them safe only
after they themselves
“obtain a fundamental level
of understanding regarding

What Parents Need To Know To Keep Children Safe
By James Breig

the signs and symptoms of
abuse, and the behavioral
and emotional indicators of
such trauma.”

Such prep work,
she explains, helps parents
“gain a comfort level before
discussing the topic with
their children.  There is a
lot of age-appropriate
literature available on
abuse, and there is also
literature available on how
to discuss this topic with
minors of all ages.”

Jones cal ls i t
“critical” for parents to
become “properly educated
prior to beginning this
discussion. It is also very
important that parents are
comfortable discussing this
topic with their children. If
the parent is openly
uncomfortable or is unable
to communicate effectively
during the conversation with
the minor, it will detract from
what parents are trying to
accomplish.”

Once educated
and comfortable, parents
are ready to talk to their
children, using appropriate
language “based upon their
child’s age and cognitive
level.”

Teenagers who
might be embarrassed
about such a conversation
or who are less likely to
l isten to mothers and
fathers pose another
obstacle to protecting
children from abusers. The
solution, Jones says, is for
parents “to be open, direct,
honest and prepared to

dialogue. Even if your
teenager seems
uncomfortable or ‘laughs
you off,’ keep talking. When
they see that you have
educated yourself on the
topic and that you are not
going to stop, they will
begin to listen – and to ask
questions.”

As moms and dads
talk to their children, they
should also make sure to
listen themselves, she says,
and watch for reactions.
“Talk to your child. Listen
to your child. Have open,
ongoing communication
with your child.”

In addition to talking
to their children to protect
them from abuse, Jones
urges parents to learn if
any sexual predators live in
their neighborhood. If they
do, a number of proactive
steps can be taken.

“Contact your local
police department for
verification and to find out
the restrictions listed in the
registration,” she advises.
“Every registered sex
offender has a different set
of restrictions, and you
need to know what they are
to ensure that you inform
the authorities if you note
violations.  Ask your local
police department for a
print-out of his/her picture
and the restrictions.  Inform
your child that there is a
person in the neighborhood

Womazetta Jones, director
Safe Environment Office,
Archdiocese of Chicago

who is a danger to children;
show them the picture, and
tell them if this person ever
interacts with them or any
child, they should run and
tell immediately.”

All of the effort prior
to, during and after any
discussion of abuse, she
says, will help to ensure that
“when you talk to your
child, you will not scare
them. You may, in fact,
save them!”

In the end, she
emphasizes, what wil l
protect children is parents
who care.

 “Never get so busy
that you forget about your
child,” Jones says. “Never
allow your child to get so
busy that they forget about
you. Make quality time for
each other early on and
keep it going. Respect each
other. Trust each other.
Love one another.”

www.usccb.org/ocyp
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Press Release 

 

SS Peter & Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church Youth Group 

is holding a 5K Walk/Run for United Cerebral Palsy 
-Money to fund research and improve the quality of life for  

persons with Cerebral Palsy.- 

 

The youth group of SS Peter & Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church with the cooperation of the Pittsburgh branch of 

United cerebral Palsy is holding a 5K run/walk at Old Economy Park in Baden, Pa. on Saturday May 30, 2009.  

Registration begins at 9:45 A.M. The race will start at 11:00 A.M. at the barn.     

You can pre-register by May 23
rd

 for $15.   Walk up registration race day, Saturday May 30
th

 is $20  

Entry forms are available at www.sspeter-paul.org.  

 

The walk/run is being held in memory of Ramona Ann Wargula a member of the SS Peter & Paul  

parish family.  Sadly, Ramona, who developed cerebral palsy due to a loss of oxygen while undergoing surgery, 

passed away at the age of 20 months after developing pneumonia. This walk/run is a not only a celebration of 

her short life but also an effort to promote the causes, effects and management of Cerebral Palsy to the 

community at large. 

 

All proceeds are designated for research and improvement of the quality of life for persons with Cerebral 

Palsy.  For more information, to acquire a registration form or to donate, please contact SS Peter & Paul 

Ukrainian Catholic Church, Ambridge, Pa. at 724-266 -2262  or www.sspeter-paul.org 

You can also contact Courtney Walker of the United Cerebral Palsy foundation at CWalker@UCPPittsburgh.org   

 

About Cerebral Palsy 

Cerebral Palsy, also referred to as CP, is a term used to describe a group of chronic conditions affecting body 

movement and muscle coordination.  It is caused by damage to one or more specific areas of the brain, usually 

occurring during fetal development; before, during, or shortly after birth; or during infancy.  Thus, these 

disorders are not caused by problems in the muscles or nerves.  Instead, faulty development or damage to 

motor areas of the brain disrupt the brains ability to adequately control movement and posture.  

 

 itself is not 

progressive (i.e. brain damage does not get worse); however, secondary conditions, such as muscle spasticity, 

can develop which may get better over time, get worse, or remain the same.  Cerebral palsy is not 

communicable.  It is not a disease and should not be referred to as such.  Although cerebral palsy is not 

 accepted sense, training and therapy can help improve function.   
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st

 Annual 

5K WALK/RUN FOR RAMONA 

Saturday May 30, 2009 
 

Sponsored by: 

The Youth Group of SS Peter & Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church Ambridge, Pa. 

PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE UNITED CEREBRAL PALSY FOUNDATION 

 

EVENT DESCRIPTION 

Walk/Run for Ramona is a 5K fund raiser race and  

Cerebral Palsy Awareness event scheduled to be held at 

Old Economy Park Baden, Pa.   The event will include 

members of the Wargula family, the youth group and the 

parish family of SS Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic 

Church. 

 

REGISTRATION 

Pre-register by May 23  $15 
Registration form available at www.sspeter-paul.org 

Walk up Fee $20 
Register at the barn on Saturday May 30, 2009 

9:45 A.M. to 10:45 A.M. 

 

GOALS 

The goals of the Run/Walk for Ramona are: 

        *Honor the memory of Ramona Wargula who touched  

           the hearts of not only her family but also the parish  

           family of SS Peter & Paul. 

        *Promote awareness of the causes, effects and 

           management of Cerebral Palsy. 

        *Solicit and encourage strong community involvement 

          to support research and improve the quality of life 

          for persons with Cerebral Palsy.           

 

PROCEEDS 

Proceeds benefit the United Cerebral Palsy Foundation 

Pittsburgh 

EVENT SCHEDULE  Saturday May 30, 2009 

9:45 A.M.  10:45 A.M. Race Day Registration 

11:00 A.M. 5K Runner Start 

11:05 A.M. 5K Walker Start 

Race Awards Ceremony and Sponsor Recognition 

Will begin 10 minutes after the last runner  

crosses the finish line. 

 

RACE DAY PARKING 

Park near the barn or the pool in Old Economy Park 

RACE COURSE MAP 

Course will be marked.  Start/finish will be at the barn.  

 

 

SILENT AUCTION 

A silent auction will also be held during the event 

 

PRIZES/AWARDS 

Prizes and awards will be given to the overall female  

winners, overall  male winners and age bracket winners  

 

  

Directions to Old Economy Park Baden, Pa. are in text form on page 3     

Ramona Ann Wargula 
Ramona Ann Wargula was born February 24, 2006 with a birth defect called esophageal atresia, meaning her esophagus and stomach were not 

connected.  While undergoing surgery to put in a feeding tube, she suffered a sudden loss of oxygen to her brain, which resulted in a diagnosis of 

cerebral palsy.   

After nearly six months at Children s Hospital of Pittsburgh, she came home to live with her parents and older brother Larry.  She had weekly 

physical and occupational therapy to help her overcome the stiff muscle tone from CP, as well as to practice eating for the day when she would 

have her esophagus-stomach connection surgery. 

Ramona enjoyed story hours at the library, watching her brother entertain her and looking at board books.  She made many trips to Funtastica in 

Hopewell Township, where she would play on the mats.  

Sadly, she developed pneumonia and left her family behind very suddenly on October 22, 2007, only two weeks after her younger brother John was 

born.  Her memory is carried on by her brothers, parents and church family. 
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Metropolitan Stefan Soroka’s Schedule for March, 2009

March 5th – Meeting of Board of Ascension Manor I and II

March 10th, 11th – Meeting of Ukrainian Catholic Bishops of USA and Canada

March 11th – Meeting of Ukrainian Catholic Bishops of USA

March 12th, 13th – Encounter of Ukrainian Catholic and Ukrainian Orthodox Bishops of  USA and Canada

March 16th – Participation in Memorial Services for Officer John Pawloski of Philadelphia in Ss. Peter and Paul Cathedral

March 19th – Meeting of Archieparchial Finance Council

March 20th – Meeting of Archieparchial Pilgrimage Planning Committee

March 22nd – Baptism of Antonina Vasylyna, Daughter of Rev. Myron and Iryna Myronyuk

March 25th, 26th – Visit with seminarians and staff at St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary, Washington, D.C.

March 28th – Participation in Annual Women’s Day Retreat, “From Grief to Grace”

March 29th – Blessing of new branch of Ukrainian Self-Reliance Credit Union at the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural

                     Center, Jenkintown, PA

March 31st – Facilitating Meeting of Religious Superiors of Ukrainian Catholic Religious/Monastic Communities in USA

Taras Shevchenko Concert celebrated on March 8, 2009 at
St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church in Trenton, NJ.

See more pictures from the concert in the March 29th Ukrainian Issue of "The Way."



FOCUS ON: EASTERN CATHOLICS

Lenten practices differ for Byzantine Catholics
(This article was reprinted with permission from The Catholic Standard and Times, March 12, 2009.)

By LOU BALDWIN
SPECIAL TO THE CS&T

All Churches in full
communion with the Holy
See observe Lent, but not
all observe it in exactly the
same way as do Roman
Catholics. For example, did
you know that in the
Byzantine Ukrainian Ritual
Church they often bless not
only palm on Palm Sunday
but also pussy willows?

“That is because in
Ukraine we couldn’t get
palm,” explained Msgr.
Peter D. Waslo, chancellor
and communicat ions
director for the
Metropolitan Archeparchy
of Phi ladelphia for
Byzant ine Ukrainian
Catholics. The pussy willow
was substituted because it
was the first blossoming
plant of spring.

Although i t has
simi lar i t ies in r i tual to
Orthodox Christ ian
services, the Byzantine
Ukrainian rite uses the
same Gregorian calendar
as the Roman Catholic rite,
celebrating Easter on the
same date but with
variations. “For us, Lent
ends the Friday before Palm
Sunday,” Msgr. Waslo said.

On Palm Sunday, in
addit ion to receiv ing
blessed palm and pussy
willows, worshipers are
anointed on their forehead
with oi l . They do not
receive blessed ashes on
Ash Wednesday because
in the Byzantine Ukrainian
Church, Lent begins two
days earlier, on Monday,

and ashes are not part of
their ancient tradition.

Msgr. Waslo recalls
that when he was young
Stations of the Cross were
sometimes observed in their
churches during Lent, but
as part of the Vatican II
reforms, Eastern Catholic
Churches returned to their
own tradit ions in such
matters and the ceremony
was eliminated.

There are other
differences. In the Roman
tradition, penitents observe
fasting and abstinence
during Lent; fasting having
to do with the quantity of
food and abstinence with
the type of food — no meat
or meat products.

The Ukrainian fast
does not speci fy any
amount of food, but it
eliminates meat and all
dairy products, and the fast
is only mandated for the first
Monday of Lent and Good
Friday, al though some
people adhere to a
traditional fast all through
Holy Week, Msgr. Waslo
said.

Vesper services
have much greater
prominence in the Eastern
Catholic Churches than in
the Roman rite. In Ukrainian
Catholics churches, liturgies
with the consecration of the
Eucharist are not
celebrated at al l on
weekdays during Lent,
even for such solemn
events as funerals.

However, on
Lenten Wednesdays and
Fridays, there are Liturgies
of the Presanctified at which
pre-consecrated hosts are
distributed, similar to the
Roman Cathol ic Good
Friday discipline.

L i turgies of the
Presanct i f ied are also
celebrated Monday
through Wednesday of
Holy Week; these are the
“Bridegroom Services”
which follow the life of
Christ during this crucial
week and anticipate His
coming as the Bridegroom
on Easter.

One thing
Byzant ine Ukrainian
Catholics will notice is

s l ight ly longer Sunday
liturgies during Lent. That is
because the liturgy of St.
Basil the Great is celebrated,
instead of the shorter liturgy
of St. John Chrysostom
celebrated the rest of the
year.

Just as in Roman
Catholicism prior to Vatican
II, the Scripture readings are
on a one-year cycle, rather
than today’s three-year
cycle observed by Roman
Catholicism and several
Protestant denominations.
An Old Testament reading
is never part of the
Eucharistic liturgy but is part
of the vesper services.

The three-part focus
of Byzant ine Ukrainian
Catholics during Lent is
“almsgiving, fasting and
prayer,” Msgr. Waslo said.

Chrism wi l l  be
blessed on Holy Thursday,
there will be no Eucharist on
Good Friday, but at the
vesper service a shroud will
be placed in a tomb in front
of the screen which is an
integral part of the sanctuary
in Eastern Churches.

At the Saturday vigil
when new Christians are
baptized, the priest will
begin the liturgy robed in
red vestments. Just before
the Gospel, as the people
sing the joyful “Rise O Lord,
Rise,” he will change to
celebratory white vestments.

“For us,” Msgr.
Waslo said, “Lent is not
about the suffering of Jesus,
it is about His resurrection
and renewal of our baptismal
vows.” (Lou Baldwin is a
member of St. Leo Parish and a
freelance writer.)

Celebrating the Byzantine Liturgy of the Presanctified March 6 at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception are, from left, Auxiliary Bishop
John Bura, presider; server Roman Oprysk; Very Rev. Ivan Demkiv,
cathedral rector and main celebrant; Rev. Myron Myronyuk and Msgr.
Myron Grabowsky. (Photo by: Sarah Webb)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March 29, 2009: Easter Bazaar.  St. Josaphat Ukrainian
Catholic Church, Ditman & Disston Streets (4521
Longshore Ave) Philadelphia, PA, 11:30 am to 4:00 pm.

March 29, 2009: Pysanka Workshop & Easter Bazaar.
Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine, 4250 Harewood
Road, NE, Washington, DC 20017, starting at 12 noon.

May 30, 2009: Youth Group of SS Peter & Paul Ukr.
Catholic Church, Ambridge, PA, sponsoring a 5K walk/
run for The United Cerebral Palsy Foundation.  For
more information visit www.sspeter-paul.org

September 26 & 27, 2009: Ukrainian American
Citizen's Association: Philadelphia Ukrainian Festival.  847
N. Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA. (Details to come)

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 2009
AT THE CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION.

Holy Thursday, April 9

6:30 p.m. CATHEDRAL.  Matins of the Passion (12 Gospels) “Strasti”  (UKR/ENG)

Good Friday, April 10
3:00 p.m. CATHEDRAL. Vespers, Procession, Entombment of Jesus Christ  (UKR/ENG)

Holy Saturday,  April 11
1:00 p.m. Blessing of Easter Food  - CATHEDRAL HALL

                Confession - CATHEDRAL
3:00 p.m. Blessing of Easter Food  - CATHEDRAL HALL

                Confession - CATHEDRAL
5:00 p.m. Blessing of Easter Food - CATHEDRAL HALL

                Confession - CATHEDRAL
5.30 p.m. CATHEDRAL. Service at the Grave. Nadhrobne. (UKR/ENG)

Easter  Sunday, April 12
8:00 a.m. CATHEDRAL. Procession, Resurrection Matins

9:00 a.m. CATHEDRAL. Hierarchical Easter Divine Liturgy  (UKR)
                Blessing of Easter Food - in Church.

11:30 a.m. CATHEDRAL. Easter Divine Liturgy    (ENG)
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