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Easter at the Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception

Reading the Holy Gospel.

(left to right) Msgr. Myron Grabowsky, Msgr. Peter Waslo, Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka,
Deacon Michael Waak, altar server Roman Oprysk, and Rev. Ivan Demkiv

Watch Videos from Easter on our blog.
www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com
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Easter at the Cathedral, Philadelphia, PA
April 12, 2009

Bishop John Bura offered the Homily.

Reading of the Holy Gospel.
(Photos: Teresa Siwak)

Communion.
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Blessing of the Traditional Easter Foods at the
Cathedral Hall on Holy Saturday, April 11, 2009

This custom of blessing
the foods which will be
consumed on Easter
continues in all Ukrainian
churches.  The traditional
Easter breakfast consists
of hard-boiled eggs,
various meats and
sausages, cheese or
cheese-l ike foods,
horseradish, butter, and
the beautiful paska.
(Ukrainian Easter,Traditions
Folk Customs, and Recipes)

Watch a video on the blog.
www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

Rev. Ivan Demkiv blesses
the Traditional Easter
Foods. (Photos: Teresa
Siwak)
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FRACKVILLE — The
traditional blessing of the
foods served for Holy
Pascha (Easter) dinner was
held Saturday in the parish
hal l of St . Michael
Ukrainian Catholic Church
in Frackville — a tradition
that declares in Ukrainian:
“Khrestos Voskres!
Voyist innu Voskres!”
(“Christ is Risen! Indeed He
is Risen.”)

The Very Rev. Archpriest
John M. Fields, pastor
celebrated Vespers and
the Divine Liturgy of St.
Basil the Great on the Vigil
of the Great and Holy
Pascha, which
commemorates Jesus
Christ’s Resurrection.
Western Christ ians
(Catholic and Protestant)
and Eastern Rite Catholics
celebrate the holy day
today, Sunday, April 12.
Eastern Orthodox
Christ ians and some
Eastern-rite Catholics,
especial ly in Eastern
Europe, celebrate the
Resurrection of Christ next
Sunday, April 19.

Past pract ice at St .
Michael’s was the blessing
of the Easter foods
Saturday afternoon, but
this year Father Fields
brought back the tradition
of the blessing being held
after the Divine Liturgies.

He also blessed foods after
the Divine Liturgy in St.
John the Baptist Ukrainian
Cathol ic Church in
Maizvi l le Saturday
evening, and would bless
foods after today’s Divine
Liturgies in both parishes.
Many other Eastern Rite
and Roman Rite Catholic
parishes also blessed
Easter foods on Saturday
and today.

On Saturday, Father Fields
also welcomed two new
members — Alyssa Jean
Becker and Robert Lee
Becker — into the Catholic
Church, who each
received the Holy

Easter tradition marks Ukrainian end of fasting
BY JOHN E. USALIS

STAFF WRITER
jusalis@republicanherald.com

Mysteries (sacraments) of
Chrismation (Confirmation)
and the Holy Eucharist. The
Easter vigil is the traditional
time when converts come
into the full communion.
After the Divine Liturgy,
many people moved to
the parish hall where
tables were filled with all
types of foods to be
blessed. The baskets were
covered by beautifully
embroidered linens with
Ukrainian designs, which
were placed on the table
and some of the basket
contents were placed in
front. The foods are very
symbolic, representing the
foods abstained during the

Great Fast (Lent): eggs,
meat, butter, rich breads
and more. They are
prepared ahead of time
and are traditionally eaten
on Holy Pascha, thereby
keeping cooking on the
holy day to a minimum.
The variety of foods can
be extensive, but they
break down as breads,
meats and dairy. Each
family would l ight a
candle, which symbolizes
the radiance of the
Resurrected Christ, prior to
the prayers, incensing and
the blessing of the foods

The Very Reverend Archpriest John M. Fields during The Blessing
of the Traditional Easter Foods in the church hall at St. Michael’s
Ukrainian Catholic Church Saturday evening in Frackville.

 

(continued on next page)
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with holy water. As Father
Fields sprinkled the holy
water, family members
kissed a cross he held in
his other hand.

Frackville native Chris
Gregory, who lives in
Herndon, Va., returns
home every year for the
blessing of food and
spend Easter with her
parents, Ted and Alice
Kaliher of Frackville. Her
food was set up on the
table as she waited with
her children Ryan, Tyler
and Serena.

“I bring my children back
every year for this
tradition,” said Gregory.
“It’s part of the core of
our religion. My children
were baptized in this
church and I bring them
back every year for Easter.
They look forward to it.”

As the hall began to fill
up, Gregory looked
around and said, “A lot
of these people are
relatives. Tomorrow we’ll
have our family dinner.
After Mass we’ll go home
and break open the
basket. I make sure I come
back for the holidays,
especially Easter.”
The foods have the
following meanings:
*** Paska — A rich,
decorated bread, i t
represents Christ, the True

Bread of Life and the Living
Bread.  Traditionally, the
candle is placed in the
center of the bread,
though many use a
separate candleholder.
*** Babka — A sweet
bread, usually with raisins,
represents the Mary, the
Mother of God
(Theotokos).
*** Pysanky — Decorated
eggs with intricate designs
and colors represent hope
and are likened to Christ,
who rose from the dead,
since eggs, which look
dead, bring forth new life.
*** Krashanky — Plain,
dyed eggs in a variety of
colors, which also
symbolize life. Traditionally,
there is a red colored egg
to represent salvation
through the blood of
Christ.
*** Salt — A small amount
represents the Christian’s
call to be the “salt of the
earth” and his or her duty
to others.
*** Butter — Usually in the
form of a lamb,
representing Christ as “The
Lamb of God” and the
“Paschal Lamb.” The butter
also represents the
goodness of Christ. Cloves
are sometimes used to
outl ine a cross and
represent the oils and
spices used to anoint the
body of Christ.
*** Cheese — Cheese,
along with al l dairy

products, are related to
the prophesies that told of
the prosperity and peace
of the Messianic times and
are symbolic of the special
gifts given by God.
*** Horseradish/beets/
vinegar/sugar: The
bitterness of horseradish is
a reminder of Christ’s bitter
suffering; the red of the
beets tells of Christ’s
Passion and the blood He
shed; the vinegar reminds
of the gall Jesus was
offered on the cross; the
sugar reminds that Christ’s
sufferings are seen in the
light of the Resurrection.
*** Ham, roasted lamb,
sausage, bacon — These
rich meats are reminders
of the richness and joy of
the Resurrection. They also
are symbols of God’s
overabundance and
l imit less mercy and
generosity.

The Paschal dinner can
also include pyrohy,
holubsti, mashed potatoes
and gravy, salads,
vegetables, head cheese,
cakes, cheesecakes and
tortes. It is important not

to waste any of the blessed
food. The crumbs, bones,
etc. are buried so that the
earth receives blessing
from the Resurrection.

After the blessings, Father
Fields said the ceremony
is very important as a
symbol of breaking the fast
of Lent.

“The blessing of the foods
is very important in our
liturgical tradition,” he
explained. “The second
Sunday before Lent or the
Great Fast is Meatfare
Sunday, fol lowed by
Cheesefare Sunday, and
the tradition for the Great
Fast you stop eating meat
and dairy products at
certain times. So now that
the Great Fast is over, and
also the fast of Holy
Week, we now bless the
foods and they take on a
religious significance.”

Father Fields said there are
similarities to the many
foods blessed that are also
part of the Jewish seder
dinner for Passover.

Easter tradition marks Ukrainian end of fasting
(continued from previous page)
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Good Friday at Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church
Williamstown, NJ, on April 10, 2009

Rev. Paul Labinsky reads the Holy Gospel. Procession with the Plashchanytsia (Holy Shroud).
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Good Friday at Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church
Williamstown, NJ
(continued from previous page)

After the procession re-
entered the church, Rev.
Labinsky came before
the Lord's Tomb, took
the Holy Shroud, and
sung the fol lowing
Tropar...

"The noble Joseph took
your most pure body
down from the Tree, and
wrapped it in a new linen
shroud with aromatic
spices, and sadly laid it
in a new tomb."

Rev. Labinsky places
the Holy Shroud in the
Lord's Tomb, and over
it the Gospel Book.

Watch a video from Good Friday on our blog - www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

(Photos: Teresa Siwak
and Tatianna Bilyj)
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Holy Thursday at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Passaic, NJ, on April 9, 2009

Archbishop Stefan Soroka washes the feet of twelve of the
priests, to symbolize Christ's washing the feet of His Apostles,
the first priests.

(Photos: Sr. Lydia Anna Sawka, OSBM)

Choir
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Holy Thursday at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Passaic, NJ, on April 9, 2009

Archbishop Stefan blesses a new Plashchanytsia. Luncheon after the Service.

(continued from previous page)
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Palm Sunday at the Cathedral on April 5, 2009

Bishop John Bura and Rev. Ivan Demkiv
distribute Communion.

Blessing of Palms and
Pussy Willows.

The Faithful receive Blessed
Palms and Pussy Willows.

Cathedral Choir's
 Communion Breakfast on

April 5, 2009

Clergy pictured: Mother Nadia, MSMG, Msgr.
Grabowsky, Bishop Bura, Deacon Waak.

Easter Egg Hunt at the Cathedral on Palm Sunday

Watch Palm Sunday videos on our blog
www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

(Photos: Tanya and
Tatianna Bilyj)



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal Credit Union 

1729 Cottman Avenue, Philadelphia, PA  19111 

215-725-4430      www.ukrfcu.com 

Are you interested in purchasing a  

36-month CD @ 3.25% APY  

but concerned that rates may go up 

in the future? 
 

 

 

 

With USFCU’s new 36-month 

“My Choice” CD 

you can lock in today’s attractive interest 

rate, and if rates go up, you can increase 

your rate one time to the higher existing rate 

for the remaining term of the CD. 
 

 

You decide when! 
 

 

 

For details call or stop in today! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Minimum balance only $500 

    Rate is subject to change without notice. 

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000 

and backed by the full faith and credit of the 

United States Government 

 

 

 

 

 

National Credit Union Administration 

a U.S. Government Agency 

 

Have you recently moved into the neighborhood? 

Are you suddenly faced with looking for a new school for your child? 

 

COME JOIN OUR FAMILY! 

We are accepting applications for the 2009-2010 school year. 

Pre-K through 8
th

 Grade 

 

Call for an appointment to view our school or 

Stop in for an application. 

 

St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic School is a small, caring private elementary school.  We 

expand on the Archdiocesan curriculum offering the Ukrainian language and cultural arts.  

St. Josaphat School is a non-boundary school and provides free bus service. The school 

also offers a before and after school program for the convenience of parents.   

 

4521 Longshore Avenue * Philadelphia, PA 19135 

215-332-8008 

Josaphat_school@comcast.net  
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Bright Monday

Annunciation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Melrose Park, PA

April 13, 2009

Fr. Ihor Royik
distributes

Communion.

During the
Liturgy.
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“Feed people dying of
hunger, because if you do
not feed them you are
killing them.”

Strong words from our
early Church fathers.  They
teach that we are bound
to come to the aid of the
poor and to do so not
merely out of our
superfluous goods. (See
Gaudium et Spes, 69)

The downturn in the
economy is squeezing our
fr iends and family,
neighbors and fellow
parishioners, and our own
wallets. As jobs are lost,
mortgages are foreclosed,
pensions shrink and
uncertainty clouds our
future, more families find
themselves in need of a
helping hand.

As our local economy and
our own family budgets
begin to feel the pinch,
how wil l we, as a
community, fulf i l l the
command to meet the
needs of those less
fortunate?

Pennsylvania’s eight
Cathol ic Chari t ies
agencies serve thousands
of people.  Local parish
soup kitchens, food banks,
thrift shops, homeless
shelters and many other
worthwhile projects serve

Strong words

By A.B. Hill

countless others.  Through
these important ministries,
the Church provides
material things like food
and clothing, helps people
to make ends meet on
utility bills or housing, offers
emotional support through
counseling to cope with
stress or substance abuse,
and meets many other
urgent needs.  This year,
Charities are already
reporting a measurable
increase in demand for
services.

Cathol ic Chari t ies
agencies obtain the means
to provide these services
from a variety of sources
– financial donations,
government funding,
generous volunteers who
provide “in kind” support,
and other creative ways.

To those of you who are
generous with your
financial support to your
local Charities agency,
thank you. Cathol ic
Charit ies needs your
contributions now more
than ever.  A significant
part of an agency’s
budget comes from direct
financial donations.  Your
treasure goes a long way
to help many people.

But because times are
tough for many, right now,
increased financial support

might not be feasible for
every family.  A
contribution of someone’s
time and talent can be just
as valuable in alleviating
the suffering of others.
Volunteering is an outward
action of a faithful follower
of Christ. Catholic Charities
has many opportunities for
people to help.  Thousands
of people volunteer every
year with Cathol ic
Charities programs.  Thank
you to all volunteers, too.

Federal, state and local
governments spend
hundreds of millions on
programs to help people
in need. Catholic Charities
agencies receive some of
these government dollars.
Tax dollars provide modest
support, but the funding
allows Catholic Charities
to extend their reach to
more people in need.

As taxpayers, we must
urge our legislators to
remember the needs of the
poor in their budget
del iberations, as the
Pennsylvania Catholic
Conference (PCC) does in
its advocacy.  We must
encourage private citizens
to give what they can out
of their wallets and free
time.  As a community, we
are bound to meet the
needs of the “least of our

brothers and sisters,” even
when times are tough.

“Feed people dying of
hunger, because if you do
not feed them you are
killing them.”  Those strong
words require strong
action.  Contributions of
time, talent and treasure
answer the call.  When we
feed the hungry, we give
them life.

Hill is Communications
Director of the
Pennsylvania Catholic
Conference – the public
affairs arm of
Pennsylvania’s Catholic
bishops and the Catholic
dioceses of Pennsylvania.
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Taras Shevchenko Concert in Toms River, NJ

On March 22, 2009,
the Ukrainian
American Club of
Saint Stephen’s
Church in Toms River,
New Jersey,
sponsored an
inspiring and beautiful
concert celebrating
the memory of
Ukraine’s most
famous native son,
Taras Shevchenko.
The deep love and
respect for this great
Ukrainian poet hero
was evident
throughout the
program.   After
singing “God Bless
America” and “Ukraine Has Not Perished-Ukrainian National Anthem,” Master of Ceremonies,
Gerry “Slavko” Tchir, greeted the concert attendees, and thanked the audience for their attendance
and pride in their Ukrainian heritage.  He then introduced John Bortnyk, President of the Ukrainian
American Club, and acknowledged Irena Bortnyk, for her food preparations and Olga Tchir for
preparing the lovely program agendas for this event. The program began with a magnificent
testimonial to Taras Shevchenko in our native Ukrainian language by Dr. Orest Popovich.  The
program continued with Mr. Ihor Dworjan presenting an inspiring Taras Shevchenko testimonial
in English,  and Mr. Ostap Jakubowycz reciting Shevchenko’s “Testament,” in English and
Ukrainian.  Mr. Bohdan Bortnyk recitied “From Your Words,” and Roxanne Stecura recited “Sun
Is Setting, Mountains Darken,” followed by the inspirational “The Moon Shines, It Shines Brightly”,
recited by Ms. Olga Jacenkiw.  Dressed in elaborate Ukrainian outfits, the Saint Stephen’s Choir,
under the direction of Ms. Lesia Gural, sang the historic and popular Ukrainian song, “Roars and
Bellows the Wide Dniepro” and” My Thoughts”.  Ms. Orysia Rybachuk recited two short poems
by Shevchenko, and the audience was treated to two special songs, “Requiem for Shevchenko”
and “Over the Plains the Wind Blows”, sung in the Ukrainian language by Mrs. Anna Dzera and
Ms. Yaroslava Kochman.  Mrs. Halyna Jakubowycz presented “Taras’ Willow” in Ukrainian, and
Mrs. Jessie Kociuba recited “Shevchenko’s Last Poem”.  In conclusion, Gerry “Slavko” Tchir offered
what our former United States President, John F. Kennedy, had to say about Shevchenko, “I am
pleased to add my voice to those honoring the great Ukrainian poet, Taras Shevchenko.  We
honor him for his rich contribution to the culture, not only of Ukraine, which he loved so well, and
described so eloquently, but of the world.  His work is a noble part of our historical heritage.”

The program ended on an especially high note with the Saint Stephen’s Choir singing “For
Ukraine,” and the entire audience joining in this inspiring song.  Our Taras Shevcheko Concert
concluded with a delicious lunch prepared by Mrs. Irene Bortnyk.
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Child sexual abuse has
existed for all of human
history. What has changed
is society’s perception of it
and response to it.
For thousands of years,
women and children were
considered property.
Beating a wife or child was
once considered a man’s
prerogative, even if his
peers thought less of him
for doing so. Child sexual
abuse was seen similarly,
though more secrecy and
shame surrounded it.
Monica Applewhite, Ph.D.,
a consultant in the area
of child abuse prevention,
describes three types of
child sexual abuse: “violent
assaults, incest abuse, and
acquaintance abuse.” This
last is perpetrated by a
teacher, coach, clergyman,
or other person known to
a child. It was widely
unacknowledged until the
1980s.
The real effects of child
sexual abuse have been
recognized only recently.
For years, many experts
didn’t recognize, especially
in the case of boys, the
potential for serious and
long-term effects of child
sexual abuse. Today’s
society knows child sexual
abuse can cause a range
of effects, some of which
last a lifetime.

Before the 1980s,
organizations that served
children had virtually no
guidelines for dealing with
or preventing child sexual

Child Sexual Abuse: An Old Problem Just Discovered
By Anne LeVeque

abuse. Problems were
handled individually, often
with secrecy, thereby
leaving future victims in
danger.

In the 1980s, many
national organizations
began to put guidelines in
place to prevent and deal
with child sexual abuse.
Big Brothers/Big Sisters
was among the first to do
so, and to screen their
volunteers for
characteristics of child
abusers.
“We have discovered that
psychological testing alone
cannot dif ferent iate
between child molesters
and the general
population,” Applewhite
says. Molesters “are simply
too much like everyone
else when it comes to
psychological profiles.”
What’s effective, however,
is identifying behaviors that
offenders typically engage
in, and prohibiting them
as a matter of policy.
“Wrestling, tickling, and
extended hugging all raise
red flags about an adult’s
interactions with children,”
Applewhite says.
“Paying attention to adults’
interactions with children
and defining within an
organizat ion what
behavior is acceptable is
the best preventative,” she
says.

Most major
religious denominations
now have policies on
abuse prevention and

reporting abuse that has
taken place. In the nineties,
most organizations that
serve youth instituted
policies for preventing child
sexual abuse. The Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention now offers
guidel ines for
organizations to provide
a safe environment.

State and federal
laws have also been
enacted that protect
children. Some states did
not even have child sexual
abuse statutes until the
1960s or 1970s. “It was
thought that existing sex-
crime law was sufficient,”
says Applewhite. The
problem was that these
laws did not address
sexual abuse that was not
overtly violent, focusing
instead on physical assault.

Now, not only are
there laws in every state
that address child sexual
abuse, but there are also
“Megan’s Law”-type laws
that require community
notification when sexual
predators are present in
a community. Virtually
every state now has an
online sex-offender registry.

The Cathol ic
Church clergy sexual
abuse scandal that was
widely reported from 2002
onwards led to increased
awareness and greater
willingness on the part of

victims to speak out about
past abuse. Vict ims’
support groups sprang up,
enabling many people to
talk about their abuse for
the first time.

 “Once vict ims
began to speak publicly
and specifically about what
had happened to them,”
says Applewhite, “other
victims felt empowered to
come forward as well.”
Much child sexual abuse
is not reported. “It is
estimated that 30 percent
of victimized girls and 40
percent of victimized boys
don’t tell anyone of their
abuse when it happens,”
Applewhite said.
Researchers make these
est imates based on
retrospective studies with
adults who are asked
whether they experienced
sexual abuse irrespective
of whether the study
participant ever reported
the crimes.
  Reported cases have
declined in the last few
years. “We have come to
believe that this is a real
decline and not a decline
in report ing,” says
Applewhite. She notes that
teen pregnancy and
runaway rates are also
declining and that these
events are highly
correlated with sexual
abuse.
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Response to
the Divine Initiative

Message of Pope Benedict XVI

World Day of Prayer
for Vocations

May 3, 2009

(continued on next page)

Message of Pope Benedict for the
46th World Day of Prayer for Vocations

Dear Brothers in the
Episcopate and in the
Priesthood, Brothers and
Sisters,

On the occasion of the
next World Day of Prayer
for Vocations to the
priesthood and to the
consecrated life, which will
be celebrated on 3May
2009, the Fourth Sunday
of Easter, I want to invite
all the People of God to
reflect on the theme: Faith
in the divine initiative - the
human response. The
exhortation of Jesus to his
disciples: “Pray therefore
the Lord of the harvest to
send out labourers into his
harvest” (Matt 9:38) has a
constant resonance in the
Church. Pray! The urgent
call of the Lord stresses
that prayer for vocations
should be continuous and
trusting. The Christian
community can only really
“have ever greater faith
and hope in God’s
p r o v i d e n c e ”
(Sacramentum Caritatis,
26) if it is enlivened by
prayer.

The vocation to the
priesthood and to the
consecrated life constitutes
a special gift of God which
becomes part of the great
plan of love and salvation
that God has for every

man and woman and for
the whole of humanity. The
Apostle Paul, whom we
remember in a special
way during this Pauline
Year dedicated to the two-
thousandth anniversary of
his birth, writing to the
Ephesians says, “Blessed
be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing
in the heavenly places,
even as he chose us in
him before the foundation
of the world, that we
should be holy and
blameless before him” (Eph
1:3-4). In the universal call
to holiness, of particular
relevance is God’s initiative
of choosing some to follow
his Son Jesus Christ more
closely, and to be his
privileged ministers and
witnesses. The divine
Master personally called
the Apostles “to be with
him, and to be sent out to
preach and have authority
to cast out demons” (Mark
3:14-15); they, in turn,
gathered other disciples
around them as faithful
col laborators in this
mission. In this way,
responding to the Lord’s
call and docile to the
movement of the Holy
Spirit, over the centuries,
countless ranks of priests
and consecrated persons

placed themselves totally
at the service of the
Gospel in the Church. Let
us give thanks to God,
because even today he
continues to call together
workers into his vineyard.
While it is undoubtedly true
that a worrisome shortage
of priests is evident in some
regions of the world, and
that the Church encounters

difficulties and obstacles
along the way, we are
sustained by the
unshakable certitude that
the one who firmly guides
her in the pathways of time
towards the definitive
fulfilment of the Kingdom
is he, the Lord, who freely

May 3, 2009 - FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

COVER: Top left: CNS photo by Giancarlo Giuliani,
Catholic Press Photo; Top right: Maurizio
Brambetti/Reuters; Bottom: CNS photo/Nancy
Wiechec
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Message of Pope Benedict XVI
(continued from previous page)

chooses persons of every
culture and of every age
and invites them to follow
him according to the
mysterious plans of his
merciful love.

Our first duty, therefore, is
to keep alive in families
and in parishes, in
movements and in
apostolic associations, in
religious communities and
in al l the sectors of
diocesan life this appeal
to the divine initiative with
unceasing prayer. We must
pray that the whole
Christian people grows in
its trust in God, convinced
that the “Lord of the
harvest” does not cease
to ask some to place their
entire existence freely at
his service so as to work
with him more closely in
the mission of salvation.
What is asked of those
who are called, for their
part, is careful listening and
prudent discernment, a
generous and will ing
adherence to the divine
plan, and a serious study
of the reality that is proper
to the priestly and religious
vocations, so as to be able
to respond responsibly and
with conviction.

The Catechism of the
Catholic Church rightly
reminds us that God’s free
initiative requires a free
response on the part of
men and women; a

positive response which
always presupposes
acceptance of and
identification with the plan
that God has for
everyone; a response
which welcomes the Lord’s
loving ini t iat ive and
becomes, for the one who
is called, a binding moral
imperative, an offering of
thanksgiving to God and
a total cooperation with
the plan which God
carries out in history (cf. n.
2062).

Contemplating the mystery
of the Eucharist, which
expresses in a sublime way
the free gift of the Father
in the Person of his Only
Begotten Son for the
salvation of mankind, and
the ful l and doci le
readiness of Christ to drink
to the dregs the “cup” of
the will of God (cf. Matt
26:39),we can more
readily understand how
“faith in the divine initiative”
models and gives value to
the “human response.” In
the Eucharist, that perfect
gif t which brings to
fulfilment the plan of love
for the redemption of the
world, Jesus offers himself
freely for the salvation of
mankind. “The Church”, my
beloved predecessor John
Paul I I wrote, “has
received the Eucharist from
Christ her Lord not as a
gift – however precious –
among so many others,

but as the gif t par
excellence, for it is the gift
of himself, of his person in
his sacred humanity, as
well as the gift of his saving
work” (Ecclesia de
Eucharistia, 11).

It is priests who are called
to perpetuate this salvific
mystery from century to
century until the Lord’s
glorious return, for they
can contemplate, precisely
in the Eucharistic Christ, the
eminent model of a
“vocational dialogue”
between the free initiative
of the Father and the
faithful response of Christ.
In the celebration of the
Eucharist it is Christ himself
who acts in those whom
he chooses as his ministers;
he supports them so that
their response develops in
a dimension of trust and
gratitude that removes all
fear, even when they
experience more acutely
their own weakness (cf.
Rom 8:26-28), or indeed
when the experience of
misunderstanding or even
of persecution is most bitter
(cf. Rom 8:35-39).

The awareness of being
saved by the love of Christ,
which every Mass
nourishes in the faithful and
especially in priests, cannot
but arouse within them a
trusting self-abandonment
to Christ who gave his life
for us. To believe in the

Lord and to accept his
gift, therefore, leads us to
entrust ourselves to Him
with thankful hearts,
adhering to his plan of
salvation. When this does
happen, the one who is
“called” voluntarily leaves
everything and submits
himself to the teaching of
the divine Master; hence
a fruitful dialogue between
God and man begins, a
mysterious encounter
between the love of the
Lord who calls and the
freedom of man who
responds in love, hearing
the words of Jesus echoing
in his soul, “You did not
choose me, but I chose
you and appointed you
that you should go and
bear fruit and that your
fruit should abide” (John
15:16).

This intertwining of love
between the divine
initiative and the human
response is present also,
in a wonderful way, in the
vocation to the
consecrated life. The
Second Vatican Council
recalls, “The evangelical
counsels of chast i ty
dedicated to God, poverty
and obedience are based
upon the words and
examples of the Lord.
They were further
commanded by the
apostles and Fathers of

(continued on next page)
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the Church, as well as by
the doctors and pastors
of souls. The counsels are
a divine gift, which the
Church received from its
Lord and which it always
safeguards with the help
of His grace” (Lumen
Gentium, 43).

Once more, Jesus is the
model of complete and
trusting adherence to the
will of the Father, to whom
every consecrated person
must look. Attracted by
him, from the very first
centuries of Christianity,
many men and women
have left famil ies,
possessions, material
riches and all that is
humanly desirable in order
to follow Christ generously
and live the Gospel without
compromise, which had
become for them a school
of deeply rooted holiness.
Today too, many
undertake this same
demanding journey of
evangelical perfection and
realise their vocation in the
profession of the
evangelical counsels. The
witness of these our
brothers and sisters, in
contemplative monasteries,
religious institutes and
congregations of apostolic
life, reminds the people of
God of “that mystery of

the Kingdom of God is
already at work in history,
even as it awaits its full
realization in heaven” (Vita
Consecrata, 1).

Who can consider himself
worthy to approach the
priestly ministry? Who can
embrace the consecrated
life relying only on his or
her own human powers?
Once again, it is useful to
reiterate that the response
of men and women to the
divine call, whenever they
are aware that it is God
who takes the initiative and
brings His plan of salvation
to fulfilment, is never
patterned after the timid
self-interest of the worthless
servant who, out of fear,
hid the talent entrusted to
him in the ground (cf.Matt
25:14-30), but rather
expresses itself in a ready
adherence to the Lord’s
invitation, as in the case
of Peter who, trusting in
the Lord’ word, did not
hesitate to let down the
net once more even after
having toiled all night and
catching nothing (cf. Luke
5:5). Without in any sense
renouncing personal
responsibility, the free
human response to God
thus becomes “co-
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ” ,
responsibility in and with

Christ, through the action
of his Holy Spirit; it becomes
communion with the One
who makes it possible for
us to bear much fruit (cf.
John 15:5).

An emblematic human
response, full of trust in
God’s initiative, is the
generous and unmitigated
“Amen” of the Virgin of
Nazareth, uttered with
humble and decis ive
adherence to the plan of
the Most High announced
to her by God’s messenger
(cf. Luke 1:38). Her prompt
“Yes” al lowed her to
become the Mother of
God, the Mother of our
Savior. Mary, after this first
“fiat”, had to repeat it
many times, even up to the
culminating moment of the
crucifixion of Jesus, when
“standing by the cross of
Jesus” as the Evangelist
John notes, she
participated in the dreadful
suffering of her innocent
Son. And it was from the
cross, that Jesus, while
dying, gave her to us as
Mother and entrusted us
to her as sons and
daughters (cf. John 19:26-
27); she is especially the
Mother of priests and
consecrated persons. I
want to entrust to her all
those who are aware of

God’s call to set out on
the road of the ministerial
priesthood or consecrated
life.

Dear friends, do not
become discouraged in
the face of difficulties and
doubts; trust in God and
follow Jesus faithfully and
you will be witnesses of
the joy that flows from
intimate union with him.
Imitating the Virgin Mary
whom all generations
proclaim as blessed
because she believed (cf.
Luke 1:48), commit
yourselves with every
spiritual energy, to realize
the heavenly Father’s plan
of salvation, cultivating in
your heart, like her, the
ability to be astonished
and to adore him who is
mighty and does “great
things,” for Holy is his
name (cf. Luke 1:49).

From the Vatican, 20
January 2009

Benedictus PP XVI
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SUNDAY OF MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN, April 26th

At that time Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of
the Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of
God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body.
Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already dead.
Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already
died. When he learned from the centurion that it was so,
he gave the body to Joseph. So Joseph bought some linen
cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in the linen, and
placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone
against the entrance of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and
Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid. When
the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother
of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go
to anoint Jesus’ body. Very early on the first day of the
week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb
and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away
from the entrance of the tomb?” But when they looked up,
they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been
rolled away. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young
man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and
they were alarmed. “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are
looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has

risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead
of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’” Trembling and bewildered, the women went
out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid. (Mk. 15, 43 - 16, 8)
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A “Spring Dance”
sponsored by Ukrainian
Catholic Church of the
Assumption, Perth
Amboy, NJ will be held
on Saturday, May 9, 2009

in the school auditorium, 380 Meredith
Street.  There will be a buffet dinner at
8:00 p.m. and the band “Anna-Maria”
will play from 9:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m.   The
buffet will be available all evening and
will include many delicious items such as
shish-ka-bob, stuffed cabbage, pyrohy,
seafood, kapusta and keilbasa, homemade
pickles, corn on the cob, and much more.
Tickets are $40 per adult if purchased by
May 3, after May 3, $45 per adult.  For
information and ticket reservations call
732-826-0767.

Spring Dance -
ÂÅÑÍßÍÀ ÇÀÁÀÂÀ!

(Read more on Myrrh-Bearing Women on page 21.)
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Metropolitan Stefan’s Schedule for April – May, 2009 

April 1
st

      Meeting with representatives of Ukrainian Homestead, Lehighton, PA 

April 2
nd

     Meeting of Consultors of Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia 

April 9
th

 Holy Thursday Liturgy of St. Basil the Great with the Blessing of Chrism and the Washing of Feet at 

St. Nicholas Ukrainian catholic Church, Passaic, NJ 

April 10
th

   Good Friday Vespers and Procession with the Holy Shroud at Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the             

        Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, PA 

April 12
th

   Resurrection Matins and Easter Divine Liturgies at Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic              

       Cathedral, Philadelphia, PA 

April 15
th

  Participation in the Installation Service of Archbishop Timothy Dolan, New York City 

April 16
th

  Basilian Scholarship Gala honoring Leonard Mazur at Manor College, Fox Chase, PA 

April 21
st

  Religious Leaders Council of Philadelphia 

April 22, 23  Meeting of Eastern Catholic Bishops of USA in St. Louis, Missouri 

April 24, 25  Annual Meeting of Providence Association of Ukrainian Catholics of America 

April 26
th

   Divine Liturgy and Parish Easter Dinner of Immaculate Conception Cathedral 

April 30
th

  Church Management Workshop in Chicago, IL 

May 2
nd

   Pennsylvania State Knights of Columbus Convention, Lancaster, PA, Main Celebrant                                              

      and homilist at Ukrainian Catholic Liturgy for all participants  

May 5, 6
th

   Meeting of Pennsylvania Catholic Bishops in Ventnor, NJ 

May 8-12   50
th

 Anniversary of Progress Ukrainian Weekly, Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Winnipeg,              

       and visit to St. Ann Ukrainian Catholic Parish for their 50
th

 Anniversary  

May 16
th

   Graduation Banquet of Ukrainian School at Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, Philadelphia 

May 17
th

   Liturgy for Donors, Basilian Sisters’ Monastery, Fox Chase, PA 

May 20
th

   Meeting of Planning Committee of Annual Women’s Day Retreat 

May 21-24   Icon Workshop, Basilian Spirituality Center, Fox Chase, PA 

May 26
th

   Advisory Council of St. John Vianney Center 

May 28
th

   Archieparchial Clergy Conference at Immaculate Conception Cathedral    

May 31
st

   Ordination to Deaconate of Sub-Deacon Paul Makar at Assumption Ukrainian Catholic                             

      Church in Perth Amboy, NJ  
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Easter Basket Blessing Held at
Ss. Peter & Paul Church, Clifton Heights, PA

On Easter Sunday, after the 11:00 am. Divine Liturgy, the parishioners and many friends of Ss. Peter & Paul’s
parish in Clifton Heights, PA. gathered in the hall for the traditional blessing of Easter Baskets.  With an
abundance of Holy Water and many choruses of “Christ is Risen”, Very Reverend John Ciurpita blessed the
Easter baskets that were filled with traditional Slavic Easter foods such as ham, kielbasy, cheese, butter, painted
eggs and Paska bread.  The parish wishes to thank all of those who visited and attended one of our many
pre-Easter and Easter services.  We welcome all to experience our little bit of “Heaven on Earth” on Sundays
at 11:00 am.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 2, 2009:  Day of Recollection for Women at St. Stephen
Ukrainian Catholic Church, 1344 White Oak Bottom Road,
Toms River, NJ 08755.  Sister Thomas Hrynewich, SSMI, will
be the speaker.  (9:30 a.m. to approximately 2:00 p.m.)  For
more information please contact Helen Chernego at 732-286-
0985 or Fr. Ivan Turyk at the Rectory 732-505-6053. (Toms
River, NJ)

May 9, 2009: "Spring Dance", Assumption Ukrainian Catholic
Church, Perth Amboy, NJ, starting 8pm. Call 732-826-0767.

Saturday, May 16, 2009, from 3:00 to 6:00 P.M.: The
Presentation Ukrainian Catholic Church will host “A
Traditional Ukrainian Dinner” at its social hall, 1564
Allentown Road, Lansdale (Towamencin Township), PA. Enjoy

generous portions of tasty homemade Ukrainian ethnic
foods and baked goods: Pyrohy; Holubtsi; Kovbasa,
Sauerkraut, Breads, Beverages, and Desserts. Also, listen to
traditional and contemporary Ukrainian folk and pop music.
Dinner Tickets are $10.00 per person at the door with
seating in the social hall. For advance tickets or more
information, call 215-368-3365. Take-outs are available.

May 30, 2009: Youth Group of SS Peter & Paul Ukr.
Catholic Church, Ambridge, PA, sponsoring a 5K walk/run
for The United Cerebral Palsy Foundation.  For more
information visit www.sspeter-paul.org

September 26 & 27, 2009: Ukrainian American Citizen's
Association: Philadelphia Ukrainian Festival.  847 N. Franklin
Street, Philadelphia, PA. (Details to come)
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PONTIFICAL ACTS

VATICAN CITY, 16 APR 2009 (VIS) - The Holy
Father:

Gave his assent to the canonical election by the
Synod of Bishops of the Greek-Catholic Ukrainian
Church of Fr. Yosyf Milan M.S.U., pastor of the
cathedral of the Resurrection of the Lord, as auxiliary
of the archieparchy of Kyiv (Catholics 240,000,
priests 43, permanent deacons 9, religious 37),
Ukraine. The bishop-elect was born in Dobryany,
Ukraine in 1957 and ordained a priest in 1984.

http://www.vatican.va/news_services/press/vis/
vis_en.html

The Myrrh-Bearing Women
The Second Sunday after Easter is dedicated to the memory of seven of the
most dedicated and courageous women of the New Testament.  We know
a great deal about the Twelve Apostles of Christ, but we know very little
about the Myrrh-Bearing Women who were devoted to Christ equally as
much as the Apostles themselves.  They were with Jesus as He preached the
message of Salvation.  They were with Him when He was taken down from
Calvary.  It was these women who came to anoint His Sacred Body and
prepare it for burial.  This is why the Church refers to them as the “Myrrh-
Bearing Women.”  No more thrilling words can be imagined than those of the
angel to these women at the empty tomb: He is risen - He is not here. These
words herald the end of a terrible darkness, they signal the dawn of a new
glorious day, which breaks through a night of centuries that had engulfed all

creation after the fall of Adam and Eve.  Announcing the Resurrection of Christ, the angel proclaims the
victory of Christ, the NEW ADAM, over death, to which humanity had been sold into by the old Adam.
He Who had been promised has come.  Through His death on the Cross He entered into the forbidden
depths of eternal darkness, smashing the gates of hell, smashing its locks and breaking its bonds.


