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May the Month of Mary

MOTHER'S DAY GREETING

On the occasion of Mother's Day, the Staff of "The Way" wishes all our readers who
are mothers good health, long life, and the Lord's choicest blessings.  May the Holy
Spirit guide you throughout your lifetime.  May the Holy Mother of God guard and

protect you from all evil.  MANY HAPPY & BLESSED YEARS!

Mary, the Mother of God
is known by many titles,
some of which are:
Theotokos (God-Bearer),
Mother of the Church,
Second Eve, Intercessor,
Queen of Heaven and
Earth. She has been given
a place of honor in the
Church because she
believed the words of the
angel, gave herself totally
to God and allowed God
to become flesh through her.

She, a woman created by
God, carried God.

She, a woman given life by
God, gave life to Life itself.

She, a woman with her
own dreams for her future,
surrendered those dreams
to God and became part
of God’s own dreams for
all of humanity.

She pondered the events
of her life—all her joys and
sorrows, struggles and
successes, in her silence,
allowed God to reveal the
gift that she had been given
— her Son, the Son of God.
She was chosen to nurture
Him and, later, to nurture
His Church, just as she had
nurtured her Son. Today,
she also nurtures us.

What can we, in this 21st
century, learn from this
woman of the 1s t
century?

Spend some time with Mary,
the Mother of God. Allow
her to teach you about
herself and about her Son.
She will show us how to
ponder our lives as she did
hers.
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Gospel for the Feast of the
Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ, May 21

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood
among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They
were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. He
said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts
rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It is I
myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and
bones, as you see I have.” When he had said this, he
showed them his hands and feet. And while they still did not
believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them,
“Do you have anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece
of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence.
He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with
you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in
the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” Then he
opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.
He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer
and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance
and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these
things. I am going to send you what my Father has promised;
but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power
from on high.” When he had led them out to the vicinity of
Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. While he

was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. Then they worshiped him and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. (Lk. 24, 36-53)

Over the past several years through the marvel of’ modern technology, we have been privileged to view
the earth by means of television transmission from the cabins of space craft as they orbit the earth. We readily
see the smallness of the world in which we live. On a similar scale, if you fly in an airplane, as the aircraft leaves
the ground and begins to ascend into the sky, the buildings, highways, trees all become smaller.

Imagine for a moment the thoughts of our Lord as He ascended away over the earth, slowly leaving the
Mount of Olives. He could see Bethlehem where no one had welcomed Him when He was born, Nazareth
where He had lived a life of poverty and hardships while working as a simple carpenter for about 30 years,
Jerusalem where He had been reviled, tortured and crucified. Surely as He ascended into heaven, all these
sufferings faded into nothingness now that He had been glorified.

The feast of the Ascension should also raise us up above the smallness and the narrowness of earthly cares.
Christ has made it possible for us also to be lifted away from all the troubles and annoyances that seem so
overpowering and so numerous now.

Our day will come when we can look down with by on the battlefields of life where we were sorely tried
and wounded but, through God’s grace, persevered and won. How small will our effort seem then compared
with the greatness of our reward.

The Apostles returned, the Scriptures tell us, from the Mount of Olives not with heavy hearts, but with souls
full of confidence and trust. There was work for them to do, and they did it well. We have no less than the
same mandate from Christ to spread the word about salvation in Him and to live as He had taught, so that
any hardship we may encounter, any suffering we may endure, any pain we may have to bear will have value
in the light of Jesus’ life.

Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ
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A chi ldrens’ musical
performance and dramatic
reading was the highlight of
this year’s Easter Sviachene
at the Annunciation of the
BVM Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Melrose Park, Pa.
on Sunday, April 26. A
gathering of 130 parishioners
listened to the childrens'
presentation, which was
prepared under the direction
of Pani Lesia Penkalskyj. Fr.
Ihor Royik presided over the
blessing of the Easter food,
which included blessed eggs
distr ibuted to al l
parishioners. A brunch of
traditional Easter foods
followed. The parish social
and fund-raiser was held in
advance of further
renovations being done to
the church, which will include
new pews and carpeting.

Video of the Sviachene is
posted at the church
Website.                .
www.ukrainianbvm.com

Easter Sviachene at the Annunciation of the BVM
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Melrose Park, PA

(by: Russell Cooke)

Fr. Ihor Royik distributes blessed eggs.
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On Wednesday, April 8th, students at St. Nicholas Ukrainian
Catholic School presented a talent recital. Organized by
parent Lecia Stec-Peltyszyn, the program consisted of nine
piano players from grades 1-8, two 4th grade karate kids
accompanied by their instructor, a 2nd grader’s clay art
exhibit, and a “Kozachok” performed by a young dance
troupe composed of K-4th graders. Pastor Andriy Dudkevych
thanked every performer and gifted them with icon postcards
of Rome’s Sobor of Sophia. He then concluded the program
wishing everyone a very happy Easter.

Author Michael Dooling visited St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic
School on Tuesday, March 10th. Mr. Dooling illustrated
over 50 children’s picture books and authored, The Great
Horseless Carriage Race and Lewis and Clark and Me.
Dressed in colonial costume, he spoke to the students of
grades Pre-K-8 about the creative story writing process and
the illustrating of books. Some lucky students got to have
their portraits painted by the author at the presentation’s
end.

Extracurricular Activities at St. Nicholas Ukrainian
Catholic School, Passaic, NJ

((continued on next page)

Pastor Andriy Dudkevych with students who performed at the talent recital.

Author Michael Dooling with students
Alexander Zawojski and Lena Wanio.
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NJ Devils right-winger, Grant Marshall, was welcomed at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic School on Tuesday,
February 10th. The hockey player presented a school assembly program which emphasized education, goal
setting and commitment to excellence. He explained how these principles are key elements for success in all
aspects of life. Grades 3-8 enjoyed both Mr. Marshall’s presentation and follow-up question and answer
session. He then posed with the students for pictures and signed autographs.

Extracurricular Activities at St. Nicholas Ukrainian
Catholic School, Passaic, NJ

(continued from previous page)

St. Nicholas students welcomed NJ Devils’s hockey player
Grant Marshall to their school.

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic School is located at
223 President Street, Passaic, NJ, (973) 779-0249,
http://home.catholicweb.com/StNicholasukrainian
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On Saturday, April 18, 2009, families and teachers of Pennsylvania’s Cross Valley Ukrainian Catholic
Religious Education program met for their annual Sviachenne program.  The event was hosted by Saints Peter
and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church, Wilkes Barre, Pa, provider of the church school and volunteers that serve
five parishes in the Wyoming Valley area.  The religious education program’s participating parishes are Saint
Nicholas (Glen Lyon), Saints Peter and Paul (Plymouth), Transfiguration of Our Lord (Nanticoke), Saints Peter
and Paul (Wilkes Barre), and Saint Vladimir (Edwardsville).

The Sviachenne program began with a presentation and discussion of the traditional Easter basket
foods and items.  The food was then blessed by Father Orest Kunderevych, of Saints Peter and Paul Church
in Wilkes-Barre and Saint Vladimir Church in Edwardsville.  During dessert, the families enjoyed “Pani
Christine’s Story Time,” featuring the folktale An Egg is For Wishing.  After the meal, the students led the singing
of an English translation of “Khrystos Voskres Pid Nebazvid,” with guitar accompaniment.  The students,
parents, teachers, and Father Orest also did a brief study together of the icon of the Resurrection/the Descent
into Hades.

The Sviachenne event was the culmination of a school year program that covered a variety of topics
and approaches in faith formation, for parents and other members of the parish families as well as the
children.  These included multi-generational occasions, such as a fall orientation to the church and open-house
discussion, “pierogi-making day,” Holy Supper/Sviatiy Vechera, and pysanky day.  Along with traditional
classroom instruction using the “God With Us” curriculum for grades kindergarten through eight, the students
also met weekly during religious education for fellowship time, where the students and the catechists of all ages
shared in refreshments, singing, discussion of special topics, prayer, and Gospel story dramatizations.  Cross
Valley (with the guidance of Father Dean John Seniw) also prepared and provided outreach materials for
follow-up use by families, such as A Family’s Introduction to the Divine Liturgy and God Wants Me to Be Safe.
These outreach materials are also available to other parishioners and visiting families to the parishes.  More
information on this religious education program can be requested by visiting transfigurationofourlord.org/
religious-education/.

Cross Valley Religious Education Program
Holds Sviachenne Program

The students and catechists gathered for a photograph (with a few absences) before parting for the
school year and the start of spring sports season for many of the program’s students.  Present among the
students are catechists Nicole Yatison and George Yatison (to the left), Sandy Mykulyn (in the back row), Father
Orest Kunderevych and Christine Englot Mash (center), and Steve Mykulyn (to the right).
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Pyrohi-making Classes Held at
SS. Peter & Paul Church, Clifton Heights, PA

On Saturdays
March 14th and
March 21st, an
energetic group of
approximately 50
people came to Ss.
Peter & Paul’s
parish in Clifton
Heights, PA. from all
points around
Delaware County.
From Radnor to
Upper Chichester,
from Springfield to
Upper Darby, from
Havertown to Ridley,
even from West
Chester to
Philadelphia, they
came to learn the ancient secrets of pyrohi-making. Chef John Jushchyshyn, and his staff of veteran parish
pyrohi-makers, guided the students on the many details required to produce delectable, mouth-watering
pyrohi from scratch.  Participants were delighted to learn about this ancient culinary delight as well as the many
parish activities and services at Ss. Peter & Paul.  Many class graduates were looking forward to applying their
newly-learned skill by helping the parish to make pyrohi for their next sale.  Initially, only one class was
planned, but due to the high demand a second class was held.   Due to the extremely high interest, Chef John
and the parish will be hosting more “make & learn” classes for the community.  Pyrohi-making classes are one

of the many
c o m m u n i t y
o u t r e a c h
programs at Ss.
Peter & Paul
located at 100
South Penn Street.

Ss. Peter & Paul
welcomes all to our
English Sunday
Liturgy at 11:00
am.  Very
Reverend John
Ciurpita is pastor.
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SOUTH ANTHRACITE HOLY NAME SOCIETY DONATES
$4,000 TO ST. JOSAPHAT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC SEMINARY

During the Sunday Lenten devotions held during the Great Fast in the churches of the South Anthracite
Deanery, the total offerings of the faithful amounted to $2,697.00.  The Easter basket chance net
income was $806.00.  The Holy Name Society lottery ticket realized a net profit of $1,415.00.  From
these proceeds of $4,918.00, the South Anthracite Deanery Holy Name Society at its April 14th meeting
approved a contribution to St. Josaphat Seminary in the amount of $4,000.00.  Each parish will receive
a pro-rated credit towards its monthly diocesan seminary assessment from this donation.  The Holy
Name Society extends its gratitude to all the faithful, religious and clergy who attended the Lenten
devotions and supported these fundraising projects which support St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic
Seminary.

75th ANNUAL
UKRAINIAN

SEMINARY DAY
PLANNING MEETING—

TUESDAY, MAY 12

The first 2009 Ukrainian Seminary Day
planning meeting will be held Tuesday,
May 12 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Michael’s Church
hall in Frackville, Pa.  This year’s Ukrainian
Seminary Day, which will be held on
Sunday, July 26 at St. Nicholas Grove in
Minersville, will be the 75th observance of
this social which was begun in the 1930’s
to raise funds for our seminary.

All parishioners are welcome to come to
the meeting to give their ideas and
suggestions as the planning begins for this
traditional celebration of faith and ethnic
heritage.  Since 1984, the parishes of the
South Anthracite Deanery have raised over
$500,000 for the support of our St.
Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal Credit Union 

1729 Cottman Avenue, Philadelphia, PA  19111 

215-725-4430      www.ukrfcu.com 

Are you interested in purchasing a  

36-month CD @ 3.25% APY  

but concerned that rates may go up 

in the future? 
 

 

 

 

With USFCU’s new 36-month 

“My Choice” CD 

you can lock in today’s attractive interest 

rate, and if rates go up, you can increase 

your rate one time to the higher existing rate 

for the remaining term of the CD. 
 

 

You decide when! 
 

 

 

For details call or stop in today! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Minimum balance only $500 

    Rate is subject to change without notice. 

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000 

and backed by the full faith and credit of the 

United States Government 

 

 

 

 

 

National Credit Union Administration 

a U.S. Government Agency 



75th ANNUAL UKRAINIAN SEMINARY DAY  
Benefit of the  

ST. JOSAPHAT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 

SEMINARY 

Sunday, July 26, 2009 
 
 

Dear friends of Ukrainian Seminary Day, 

 

Every year, for the past 75 years on the last Sunday of July, members of the Ukrainian Catholic churches 

in the South Anthracite Deanery, host an annual social to raise funds for the support of St. Josaphat 

Ukrainian Catholic Seminary in Washington, D.C.  Between 1985 through 2008, the parishes have raised 

over $500,000 for St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary.  This year’s social will be special, since it 

will be the 75
th

 Annual Ukrainian Seminary Day.  It will be held Sunday, July 26 at St. Nick’s Grove, 

Primrose, Minersvile, Pa. 

 

In conjunction with Ukrainian Seminary Day, a Commemorative Book will be published, which will be 

distributed to the hundreds of friends who will attend Ukrainian Seminary Day on Sunday, July 26. 

 

We will most sincerely appreciate your support in the form of advertisements from your parishes and 

parish organizations in this Annual Ukrainian Seminary Book.  

 

Prices are as follows:  FULL PAGE AD  --------------  $125.00 

    HALF PAGE AD ---------------   $75.00 

    QUARTER PAGE AD --------   $40.00 

    Patron ----------------------------   $  5.00 

 
Advertisers should furnish their own camera ready cuts of artwork.  A photograph may be included in 

full page ads for which there is an additional surcharge of $15.00 

 

We encourage you to return the form with your ad copy as soon as possible, but no later than June 15, 

2009.  Send you ad copy and donation to the following address: 

 

Ukrainian Seminary Day Committee 

c/o Paul Spotts 

20 South Third Street 

FRACKVILLE, PA 17931-1634 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please make all checks payable to Ukrainian Seminary Day.  

Thank you in advance for your support of our St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary.   
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New Westminster 13-15 April 2009:  Most Rev. Ken Nowakowski, Bishop of New Westminster for Ukrainian
Catholics in British Columbia and the Yukon hosted a three-day meeting for the clergy and religious of the
Eparchy.  During the meeting Bishop Ken and those present discussed the on-going program of Generations
of Faith for Byzantine Rite
Churches that is being
introduced into the
parishes of the Eparchy
as well as other programs
of Evangelization that are
being conducted in the
parishes.

During the Conference
Bishop Ken distributed the
newly consecrated
Chrism Oils to the parish
priests for use during the
sacrament of Chrismation
(Confirmation).

The clergy along with
their bishop celebrated
Divine Liturgies at Holy
Eucharist Cathedral in
New Westminster.

The Eparchy holds clergy
and religious conferences
two to three times a year.

Easter Week/Bright Week Eparchy of
New Westminster Clergy & Religious Conference Held

(Photograph: by: A. Vyshnevska)

   

 

   

  Ascension Manor I & II Apartments    

  Housing for low-income elderly    

      

* Short waiting list    

      

* Residents pay 30% of their monthly income for rent.   

Typical rent for someone just receiving Social    

Security is between $200 - $215 per month.   

      

* All utilities included in rent   

 

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 12:00pm & 1:00pm - 5:00pm  

911 N. Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123   

Phone (215) 922-1116   
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Ascension Manor Apartments
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Opening Prayer for UECC Banquet April 25th, 2009

Metropolitan Stefan Soroka

+ Õðèñòîñ Âîñêðåñ!

Christ our God, as You appeared amidst the disciples on the road to Emmaus giving them understanding
and peace, also be present among us granting Your peace.  An angel proclaimed Your Resurrection to
the myrrh-bearing women and told them to go and tell the disciples of what had happened.  You
emphasized the importance of people of faith gathering together to grow in understanding and courage.
We learn from You the importance of people coming together for growth in faith and in the pursuit of
common ideals.

We ask Your special blessings upon all those who are involved in the pursuit of the ideals of this Ukrainian
Educational and Cultural Center in Philadelphia.  Empower them with Your ongoing presence as they
continue to show zealous effort in the pursuit of the advancement of the Ukrainian community in
Philadelphia.  Guide them in their endeavors to enhance the knowledge of the Ukrainian culture amidst
us.  Direct them in ways which will inspire interest and pride in the Ukrainian language and Ukrainian
culture.  Encourage them as they attempt to unite our Ukrainian people as one family dedicated to the
love and serve of others.  May their efforts and actions be a source of example and inspiration for others
to follow in their footsteps as leaders and supporters of the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center.

We ask Your special blessings upon our honored guest, Captain Heidemarie Stefanyshyn Piper.  Her
exemplary dedication and service as a NASA
astronaut is a source of pride and inspiration for so
many.  Help us to emulate her dedication to excellence
and service in our life.  May her presence amidst us
give us greater courage to respond to the challenges
within our American Ukrainian community.

In this time of celebration of the glorious Resurrection
of Our Lord Jesus Christ may we remember in prayer
the victims of the Chernobyl disaster which we
commemorate on April 26th.  We lift those affected
by the disaster to a special closeness with the
Resurrected Lord.

Christ our God, bless those who have gathered
here this evening and those who have organized
this opportunity for us to grow in our love and
service of one another.  Bless those who lead and
support the efforts of the Ukrainian Educational and
Cultural Center.  And, Bless the food and drink
which we are about to enjoy, + in the Name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

Metropolitan Stefan Soroka and Captain Heidemarie
Stefanyshyn-Piper (Photo: Andrij Zwarych)
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NORTH ANTHRACITE COUNCIL
MAY MEETING

The North Anthracite Council of the League of Ukrainian Catholics of America will hold its next monthly
meeting on Pentecost Sunday, May 31, 2009, at St. Vladimir Ukrainian Catholic Church, 70 Zerby
Ave., Edwardsville, PA.  Prayer Service begins at 3 p.m., with meeting and fellowship social to follow.
Members, please plan to attend, and please bring along a new member!  We are also reaching out
to members who have not attended in a while - please come to our May meeting!  We miss you!
(And remember to wear green for Pentecost - Green Sunday.)  St. Vladimir’s Church and Hall are air-
conditioned and easily handicap accessible.

The Lord's Tomb at Christ the King
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Philadelphia, PA

Certainly all of us know the
name of the artist Christina
Dochwat, whose many works
of art reside in our church.

It is desirable to note
another work of Christina
Dochwat, which is at the church
Christ the King in Philadelphia,
namely – the The Lord’s Tomb,
which was planned and built
by Christina Dochwat.

Photo to the right:  Prostrating
before the Shroud of Christ, we
become participants of the
frightful tragedy, as though we
are really in Jesus’ tomb.  In
the distance we see the place
where Jesus was condemned

to death by Pontius Pilate, we see three crosses on
which Jesus and the two thieves were crucified.

Annually, on Good Friday, parishoners and
guests of our parish, become participants of the burial
of Jesus Christ in this saddest and most tragic day in
history of humanity.

Photo to the left:  John Jaworsky at The Lord’s Tomb.

Rev. Yaroslav Kurpel
Christ the King Ukrainian Catholic Church

in Philadelphia, PA



 
A TRADITIONAL UKRAINIAN DINNER 

 
Date:   Saturday, May 16th, at 3:00 – 6:00 P.M. 
Location:  Presentation of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic Church Hall 
  1564 Allentown Road, Lansdale (Towamencin Township), PA 
   
 
On Saturday, May 16, 2009, from 3:00 to 6:00 P.M., The Presentation Ukrainian 
Catholic Church will host “A Traditional Ukrainian Dinner”.  
 
Enjoy generous portions of tasty homemade Ukrainian ethnic foods and baked 
goods: Pyrohy (Pierogies); Holubtsi (Halupki); Kielbasa, Sauerkraut, Breads, 
Beverages, and Desserts. 
Also, listen to traditional and contemporary Ukrainian Folk and Pop Music. 
 
Dinner Tickets are $10.00 per person at the door with seating in the social hall. 
Take-outs are available. 
For advance tickets or more information, call 215-368-3365. 
  
                 
 

 

 

 

 

www.presentationukrainiancc.com 
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In this world is there anything dearer
Than our own Mother -beloved?
Such a simple name -”Mama”,
First word spoken by the young.

We all grow up with Her,
Living under Her wing.
Gathering us all to Her heart,
Always understanding us completely.

And teaching us to speak,
Our Mother, dear.
Folded her hands in prayer.
And taught us to do the same.

To church, led us by the hand
Early Sunday morn, every time.
On weekdays led us to school,
To learn to live, time after time.

At home, was always with us,
Teaching us how to go in life.
How to understand and forgive,
This knowledge, Mother gave us.

And how many sleepless nights,
Dear Mother because of us.
Over us in sickness caring,
You prayed nightly in tears?

A deep bow to you, dear Mother
I sincerely perform to earth.
For your whole life and trials
That lead you in life.

I advance in life, I grow
Before me - the whole world.
And so needed the advice
That you always give me.

Do not leave me, Mother
Stride with me, time after time.
Know all, teach and listen,
Be beside me at all times.

Always be with me, O Mother
In these heavy days for me.
To You, I’m always a child,
May You always mother me.

(O. Evhen Moniuk)

Our Dear Mother
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Saturday, May 16, 2009, from 3:00 to 6:00 P.M.:
The Presentation Ukrainian Catholic Church will host “A
Traditional Ukrainian Dinner” at its social hall, 1564
Allentown Road, Lansdale (Towamencin Township), PA.
Enjoy generous portions of tasty homemade Ukrainian ethnic
foods and baked goods: Pyrohy; Holubtsi; Kovbasa,
Sauerkraut, Breads, Beverages, and Desserts. Also, listen
to traditional and contemporary Ukrainian folk and pop
music. Dinner Tickets are $10.00 per person at the door
with seating in the social hall. For advance tickets or more
information, call 215-368-3365. Take-outs are available.

May 30, 2009: Youth Group of SS Peter & Paul Ukr.
Catholic Church, Ambridge, PA, sponsoring a 5K walk/run
for The United Cerebral Palsy Foundation.  For more
information visit www.sspeter-paul.org

July 26, 2009: 75th Annual Ukrainian Seminary Day at
St. Nicholas Grove in Minersville, PA

September 26 & 27, 2009: Ukrainian American Citizen's
Association: Philadelphia Ukrainian Festival.  847 N. Franklin
Street, Philadelphia, PA. (Details to come)

The annual Memorial Service for the souls of the departed buried at Our Lady
of Sorrows Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery in Langhorne will be held on Sunday,
May 24th at 2:00 p.m.  At that time, the newly erected monument for the late
+Bishop Walter Paska will be blessed.  Everyone is welcome to join us in

praying for the soul
of our beloved
Bishop Walter and
for the souls of the
departed buried at
Our Lady of
Sorrows Ukrainian
Catholic Cemetery.
The cemetery is
located off Exit 49
of I-95 North, left at
second light onto
Township Line Road,
right on Vil lage
Road.

Memorial Service

+Bishop
Walter Paska

Our Lady of Sorrows Ukrainian
Catholic Cemetery, Langhorne, PA


