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Sister Lydia Anna Sawka, OSBM,
celebrates her Silver Jubilee

Photo (L to R): Rev. George Worschak, Rev. Msgr. Peter Waslo, Sister
Lydia Anna Sawka, OSBM, Most Rev. Stefan Soroka, Most Rev. John
Bura, Rev. Philip Sandrick, OSBM.  (Photos: Teresa Siwak)
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Sister Lydia Anna Sawka,
OSBM, celebrated her
Silver Jubilee as a Sister
of the Order of Saint Basil
the Great on Sunday, June
13, 2009.  A Divine Liturgy
of Thanksgiving was
offered at Holy Trinity
Chapel at Fox Chase
Manor, PA.  Celebrants
of the Divine Liturgy
included Most Rev. Stefan
Soroka, Metropolitan-
Archbishop of
Philadelphia; Most Rev.
John Bura, Auxi l iary
Bishop of Philadelphia;
Rev. Msgr. Peter Waslo,
Chancel lor of the
Archeparchy of
Philadelphia; Rev. Philip
Sandrick, OSBM,
Provincial, Fathers of St.
Basil the Great and Rev.
George Worschak,
Chaplain of the Sisters of
the Order of Saint Basil
the Great, Jesus Lover of
Humanity Province.

The Divine Liturgy began
with the procession hymn
“V strashi i pokori.” The
responses to the Liturgy
were led under the
direction of Sr. Laura Palka,
OSBM, head provincial,

and the Sisters of the
Order of Saint Basil the
Great.

The epistle reading that
was chosen for the Liturgy
was Ephesians 3:14-21.
The Epistle was read in
Engl ish by Nadia
Maddens and in Ukrainian

by Maria Rypan. The
Gospel reading was
Matthew 6:25-34.  The
Gospel was read in
Ukrainian by Rev. Philip
Sandrick, OSBM and in
English by Rev. George
Worschak.  The message
of the Gospel was “Do not
worry and say, ‘What are

we to eat?’ or ‘What are
we to drink?’ or ‘What are
we to wear?’  …Your
heavenly Father knows
that you need them all.
But seek first the kingdom
(of God) and his
righteousness, and all
these things will be given
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you besides.  Do not worry
about tomorrow;
tomorrow will take care of
itself.”

Metropolitan-Archbishop
Stefan Soroka offered the
Homily during the Liturgy.
He began the homily
saying twenty-five years
ago, a young parishioner
of Immaculate Conception
Parish in Hamtramck,
Michigan was formally
accepted as a Postulant
by the Sisters of St. Basil
the Great.  Her parish
community gathered
together to celebrate a
Divine Liturgy for her
intention September 1984.
Lydia Anna was very active
in her faith, serving God
in many meaningful and
charitable ways.  She had
organized a nursery
school, worked with youth
as a Plast troop leader
and head counselor, and
she taught at Immaculate
Conception Elementary
School for seven years.
She was actively involved
with her family, sharing her
gifts of love, nurture and
care with them.  And all

this same time, Lydia was
having her private
meditat ions and
conversations with Our
Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.  Jesus was asking
her the same question
which He posed to the
Apostle Simon Peter – Do
you love me?  Lydia
struggled to let go of
people and things that
became meaningful for her
in her life.  In her heart
she increasingly felt that
inner tug to respond in the
same way that Peter
answered – Yes Lord; you
know that I love you.

Archbishop Stefan
continued in his homily that
Lydia’s search for the love
of God can be
experienced intimately.
We f ind that in the
fellowship of His holy
Church, coming together
and praise and worship
and in good works — we
experience the limitless
love from Christ.  The
young Lydia entered as a
Postulant of the Order of
St. Basil the Great to grow
in her experience of this

limitless love of God.  She
chose to follow the great
example of St. Basil the
Great in his renunciation
of all his belongings and
embracing the monastic
life, a life of prayer,
devotion and service.

Archbishop Stefan
referenced the message of
today’s Gospel where
Jesus instructs us not to
worry about our life.
Archbishop Stefan has
come to know Sr. Lydia
very beautifully in her
ministry of service as his
personal secretary.  Sr.
Lydia has fulfilled the duties
as secretary exceptionally,
arranging his schedule,
making sure he
remembers things, and the
countless letters and
documentation he gives
her daily.  She remains
relat ively calm and
peaceful without any
unnecessary worry or
anxiety.

In conclusion of his homily,
Archbishop Stefan said Sr.

Lydia experiences God’s
love through others and
she brings God’s love to
others through her active
ministry as a religious
sister. “She is a woman of
faith, a woman of prayer,
who reminds us all of
God’s l imit less love
regardless of what we are
facing in life.”  “And such
great love leaves little
room for unnecessary
worry about l i fe’s
concerns, instead it simply
inspires Sr. Lydia to allow
God’s love to dominate
her life and everything she
does in her service of this
all powerful and loving
God.”

During the Divine Liturgy
before communion was
distr ibuted, Sr. Lydia
renewed her vows in both
Ukrainian and English to
l ive the evangel ical
counsels of: chastity,
poverty, and obedience.

At the end of the Divine
Li turgy, the fai thful
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Sr. Lydia Anna Sawka, OSBM, renews her vows.

Sr. Lydia Anna Sawka, OSBM, with her
sister Nadia Maddens and family.

responded in singing
Mnohaya Li ta as
Archbishop Stefan
chanted… “May God Bless
her richly with contentment
in her life as a consecrated
religious sister.  And that
God continue to grant her
much contentment in her
ministry and much joy and
happiness in her loved
ones and all those who
serve in their ministry.
Grant her many and
blessed and healthy
years.”

During the reception,
many speeches were
made that touched upon
the life of Sr. Lydia.  Sr.
Lydia concluded the
program giving a speech
in which she said she was
delighted that everyone
was able to come to her
25th Anniversary.  She said
“Our Beloved Lord has
blessed me with a special
gift, that of a vocation to
the Sisters of the Order of
St. Basil the Great.”  “Little

did I imagine the journeys
and adventures Our Lord
had mapped out for me.”
Throughout her life He
prepared, nurtured and
encouraged her even
though she was often not
aware of it.  He blessed
her with faith-filled parents
– Michael and Adela, who
were constant good
examples of living their
faith.  Her parents cared
for family and friends, lived
a life that revolved around
church and family.  Her
family went to church
every Sunday and often
for other services such as
Molebens, Stations of the
Cross, and processions on
Feasts.  It was a normal
part of life.

Sr. Lydia is forever grateful
for her late parents who
were there with her in spirit.
She is grateful for her sister
Nadia, her nieces,
nephews, her uncle who
is very close to her, her
cousins and relatives and

her friends who are very
important.

Sr. Lydia said “My
community – my Basilian
Sisters – what a great part
you have played and
continue to play in my life
– from childhood to the
present…  Today, I
celebrate each of you, my
Sisters.  I have spent 25
years in this community of
Jesus, Lover of Humanity.
What a blessed time!  You
have encouraged me to
grow and to stretch –
often in ways I never
imagined! You have
provided opportunities
beyond my dreams.  To
each of you, here, and
those who have gone on
to their heavenly reward
– I thank you.  I only hope
that I have been and will
be a blessing to you, as
you have been to me.”

Sr. Lydia concluded her
speech saying she loves
each of those who were
present.  “May God send

His many blessings upon
you.”  She also thanked
the Blessed Mother who
has guided her along the
journey often pointing the
way to God, always
towards her Son.  She
thanked St. Basil and St.
Macrina and all those who
walked the journey in the
Basi l ian Community.
“Most of all – I thank my
Beloved Lord – who is the
center of my life and
blesses me with each
breathe I take, surprising
me at every turn in the
road – always walking
tenderly with me, even
when I am not mindfully
aware of His Presence.  He
is my Lord and He is my
Love.”

Read Sr. Lydia’s
Speech and Watch
a Video from the
Jubilee on our Blog.

www.thewayukrainian.
blogspot.com

-Teresa Siwak
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What is of most interest to many of our readers is to see
pictures and to read articles about parish events.  Yet, it
seems to be the most difficult to generate from the pastors
and parishioners.  One would expect that pastors and
parishioners would be proud to share life-giving information
about their parishes on a regular basis.  It is a terrific way
to offer encouragement to one’s own parishioners and to
others.  We have so many gifted and talented individuals
within each parish.  Can we ask that a few parishioners
of each parish get together from time to time, and share
some pictures and information about parish events?  You
can e-mail pictures and articles directly to us at
theway@ukrarcheparchy.us and we would be pleased to
include them in our publication.  Our readers will be
pleased and informed of the many happy and successful

events happening
throughout the
archeparchy.  You will
also be an effective
instrument of
evangelization within
our archeparchy.  This
is holy work!  It is part
of God’s work
through you to
evangelize the faithful
and others we are
called to invite into
our Churches.  Thank
you for your
anticipated positive
response throughout
the year in providing
valued input about
your parish for “The
Way”.

 

for

"The 
Way"

 

Your 
input

 is in
vited

Your input is invited for "The Way”

The Way, 827 N. Franklin St., Philadelphia, PA 19123

theway@ukrarcheparchy.us

E-mail
Pictures and Articles to:
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This year’s Ukrainian Seminary Day, which will
be held on Sunday, July 26 at St. Nicholas

Grove in Minersville, will be the 75th
observance of this social which was begun in
the 1930’s to raise funds for our seminary.

(Photo: Dr. Richard J. Barno)

Photos are from Seminary Day 2008.

WILL YOU BE AMONG THOSE ATTENDING THIS YEAR'S
UKRAINIAN SEMINARY DAY ON JULY 26, 2009?

ST. NICHOLAS PICNIC GROVE, PA. ROUTE 901, PRIMROSE, MINERSVILLE, PA.
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PICNIC GATHERING OF CLERGY AND RELIGIOUS

Hierarchy, Clergy and Religious of
the Philadelphia Archeparchy and
of the Stamford Eparchy enjoyed a
happy picnic gathering on the
beauti ful grounds of the
Provincialate of the Sisters Servants
of Mary Immaculate in Sloatsburg
on Wednesday, June 10th, 2009.
The picnic was planned and
faci l i tated by a Committee
comprised of Metropol i tan-
Archbishop Stefan Soroka, Bishop
Paul Chomnycky, OSBM, Auxiliary
Bishop John Bura, and the religious
superiors of the communities of
consecrated l i fe within the
archeparchy.  These include Sister
Laura Palka, OSBM (Provincial of
the Basilian Sisters in USA), Sister
Michele Yakymovitch, SSMI
(Provincial of the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate in USA), Mother Nadia Baranik (Missionary Sisters of the
Mother of God), Very Rev. Philip Sandrick, OSBM (Provincial of the Basilian Fathers in USA), Rev. Leonard
Malkov (House Superior for the Redemptorist Fathers in USA), and Rev. Archimandrite Joseph Lee (Monastery
of the Holy Cross).  The committee has been meeting periodically to renew interest in consecrated life within
our Ukrainian Catholic Church in USA.

The outdoor picnic featured delicious barbecued food prepared by the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate.
Various clergy provided the opportunity to be actively involved in various sports and competitive events.  It is

amazing how we can be transformed
into spontaneous joyful play when given
water filled balloons!  This informal and
joyful gathering of hierarchy, clergy and
sisters from the Philadelphia Archeparchy
and the  Stamford Eparchy is one of a
series of events planned to help
participants come to know and
appreciate one another better.  As one
spiritual family, we are called to grow
in familiarity and love for one another.
Such an event is a grace fil led
opportunity for the benefit of all of us
who strive to serve Our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.  Our prayerful hope is
that we can generate greater interest in
the promotion of vocations to religious
and consecrated life.
(Photos: Sr. Lydia Anna Sawka, OSBM)
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“Towards Greater Transparency and Accountability”

STEWARDSHIP MEETING OF PASTORS & PARISH FINANCE OFFICERS
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia

By Metropolitan Stefan Soroka

A stewardship meeting of
pastors and parish finance
officers of the parishes
within the archeparchy was
held in the Hall of the
Ukrainian Cathol ic
Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in
Philadelphia on Saturday,
June 6th, 2009.  Some
200 pastors and financial
parish finance officers
part ic ipated in the
deliberations.  Pastors and
finance officers of all
parishes were invited to
attend.  Also participating
were the members of the
Financial Council of the
Archeparchy, namely,
Archbishop Stefan Soroka,
Bishop John Bura, Rev.
Msgr. Peter Waslo, Mr.
Andrew Fylypovych (Legal
Counsel ) , Mr. Albert
Schulze, Mr. Leonard
Mazur, Mrs. Helen Cheloc,
and Mr. Ken Hutchins.  The
staff of the Finance Office
of the Archeparchy also
participated in facilitating
the meeting, including Mr.
John Drozd (Econom),
Mrs. Tryphena Thelmon,
and Mr. Ihor Kovaliv.

Me t r o po l i t a n -
Archbishop Stefan
welcomed the participants
and began the session with
prayer.  The goals of the
day were then expressed,
namely, that each pastor

and the financial officers
of our parishes walk away
ful ly real iz ing and
appreciating the need for
proper f inancial
administration in every
parish; that all of us share
in the responsibility to
operate with greater
transparency and
accountability; that we
come to appreciate the
civi l and canon law
requirements of pastors
and finance officers; that

(Photo L to R:) Albert Shultze, Ken Hutchins, Helen Cheloc, Leonard
Mazur, Andrew Fylypovych, Bishop John Bura, Metropolitan-Archbishop
Stefan Soroka, John Drozd, Jr., Rev. Msgr. Peter Waslo, Tryphena
Thelmon, Ihor Kovaliv.  Photos by Dan Polinsky.

we gain greater
knowledge and
understanding of the
archieparchial finances,
procedures, needs, along
with consideration of some
specific issues relating to
property and medical
insurance plans; that we
come to understand the
exist ing method of
assessment and collection
of funds, with a view to
exploring alternative ways
to meet commitments in a

fair and just manner to all
parishes; and, that we all
share in a greater sense
of ownership in the
administration of the
archeparchy and parishes.

The administrative
goals for the Archeparchy
and parishes were then
reviewed by Metropolitan
Stefan.  Statistics of the
Archeparchy population
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and the impact of a
maturing population were
brief ly reviewed.
Recognizing the reality
al lows for better
anticipatory planning, and
facilitating any necessary
adaptation or changes
which may be indicated.

Archbishop Stefan
then quoted the following
words offered by the Holy
Father, Pope Benedict XVI,
to a parish in Rome on
March 29th. .  “I t is
important that a pastor not
be a ‘soloist’, but be
surrounded by believers
who, along with him, are
bearers of the seed of the
word of God, and help it
live and grow”.  The Holy
Father then spoke of the
faithful as “a gift of the
Holy Spirit, and the pastor,
even more a pope, needs
advice, needs help in
making decisions”.   The
archbishop then stated that
with today’s meeting, and
with a similar meeting
already held with pastors,
we formally begin a new
chapter wherein the
exclusive administration by
a pastor or any financial
off icer is not to be
permit ted, without
exception, regardless of
how good or bad the
experience to date has
been. It is not something
to be done because the
archbishop wills it.  The
Canon Law of the Church
and the Pastoral Guide

already require it.  It is
important for each pastor
and parishioner, and the
bishop, to respect and act
on the wisdom of those
who prepared the Canon
Law and Pastoral Guide.

Given the often
negative connotation of
the title “trustee” noticed
within our archeparchy, the
archbishop then instructed
that the trustees and
finance officers comprise
the Parish Finance Council
an advisory body to the
pastor.  They would be
known as members of the
Parish Finance Council.
This already exists on the
archieparchial level.  These
officers would share in the
responsibility of having
signing authori ty for
financial transactions and
for all letters requesting
permission for projects
made to the Chancery.
They are also to be
consulted for all parish
investment decisions.  In
order to foster a culture
of accountability in the
archeparchy and in the
parishes, it is required that
annual financial statements
and a budget for the
succeeding year be shared
with the parishioners within
each parish.  This was
already mandated for all
parishes to be done in
early 2009 for the year
2008.  The members of
the Financial Council within
the parish are to be

involved in the preparation
of these reports.  They are
also to periodically review
(quarterly if not monthly)
the parish finances.  The
parishioners are to be
made aware of the
membership of the Parish
Finance Council.  We are
currently developing an
instrument for an
independent periodic
review and/or audit of all
parishes.

Each pastor is also
being instructed to form a
Parish Pastoral Council,
comprised of at least three
to four parishioners who
are not members of the
Finance Council. The
names of this body is to
be submitted by each
pastor to the Chancery by
September 1st, 2009.  This
is in conformity of Canon
395 of the Canon Law,
and with the Pastoral
Guide for our Church in
the USA.  This is to be an
advisory body which is to

assist the pastor with their
advice and practical
cooperation in matters
pertaining to pastoral work
in the parish and in the
archeparchy.  The Pastoral
Council is not involved with
the management of the
property and revenue of
the parish.  This is following
up on the
recommendations of the
Archieparchial Sobor held
in October, 2008, wherein
the emphasis was placed
on the recognition and
encouragement of the use
of the gifts of the Holy Spirit
in the faithful of the parish.

Rev. Msgr. Peter
Waslo, Chancellor of the
Archeparchy, presented a
review of the canonical
requirements for pastors
and parishes.  He cited
the Pastoral Guide
concerning the
administration of parish
finances, including the
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implications for finance
officers and the handling
of all funds.  Attention was
also given to the proper
maintenance of financial
records, and the
requirement for the
preparation of annual
reports.  Msgr. Waslo
continually emphasized the
readiness of the Chancery
staff to assist as needed.
He encouraged all to avail
themselves of this
assistance by phone, e-
mail or letter.  One only
needs to ask.

Mr. John Drozd,
Finance Officer for the
Archeparchy, addressed
specific issues of concern
regarding the property and
medical insurance
programs for the
archeparchy.  He then
reviewed the
archieparchial financial
statements for 2008, and
the budget for 2009.
Explanation for the various

accounts, collections, and
expenses were offered to
enhance the
understanding of the
pastors and f inance
off icers.  Discussion
followed as to the method
of determination of parish
assessments and the
exploration of alternative
ways to meet these
commitments.  It was
emphasized that a just and
fair system must be
maintained.  All present
were asked to give
thought to alternative ways
and to submit their
suggest ions to the
Chancery.

Opportunity for
questions, discussion, and
feedback was given during
the f inal part of the
meeting.  This session was
moderated by Most Rev.
John Bura, Auxi l iary
Bishop.  Among the
various topics raised were
the following:  that parishes

consider the use of energy
efficient lighting, offering
considerable savings for
parishes; that parishes
could fund these through
fundraising efforts, and by
approaching businesses
like Wal-Mart for donation
of such i tems; that
consideration be given to
beginning an annual
Bishops’ Appeal for funds;
that such meetings of
pastors and f inance
off icers be held
periodically; that a website
be developed offering a
description of the different
insurance program and
financial categories of the
archeparchy; that officers
of the parish receive written
notification of any change
in a clergy appointment,
along with instruction as
to benefits; that a list of
approved contractors be
developed and shared
amidst the parishes on a
deanery level; that an audit
of parishes be introduced
and conducted at least

every five years; that it be
explored to facilitate the
payment of funds to the
Chancery by electronic
transfer; that all parishes
ensure that clergy are
remunerated using the
required “1099” taxation
system, to ensure
conformity and
compliance with the laws;
that a set of guidelines be
issued by the archeparchy
as to benefits for clergy
and the administration of
these benefits; instituting a
periodic forum for
financial officers, including
the use of the internet; that
parishes explore the
“Power Saver 1200” from
PECO; and, that guidelines
be issued as to the
responsibilities of pastors
and finance officers.

The meeting
concluded with a delicious
hot lunch served by
Chancery and Cathedral

Leonard Mazur and Andrew Fylypovych (continued on next page)
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staff.  There was noticeable
satisfaction as to the
success of the meeting
amidst the participants.
Heartfelt gratitude is
offered to al l who
participated and enhanced
the meeting with their
shared wisdom and
knowledge for the
betterment of the
administration of our
archeparchy and parishes.
The goal of taking steps
towards greater

View other
photos from the
meeting in the
Ukrainian Issue
of "The Way."

t ransparency and
accountabi l i ty was
achieved.  Let us all
continue to direct our
energies and efforts in this
direction with the guidance
of the Holy Spirit.

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception (Photo: Dan Polinsky)

This annual event is conducted by the Diocese of
Camden 4th Degree Knights of Columbus.  This
year Fr. Petro Semenych of St. Michael’s Parish,
Cherry Hill gave the benediction and blessing of
the wreath.  Fr. Petro is a 4th Degree Knight and is
a member of Bishop B.J. Eustace Assembly #652,
Camden, N.J.

Memorial Day Service
on The Battleship New Jersey in Camden, N.J.

by: Charles L. McCann

Rev. Petro Semenych gave the benediction
at the Memorial Day Service on the

Battleship New Jersey in Camden, NJ.
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CENTENNIAL PARISH PICNIC

On Sunday, July 19, 2009, from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., we will hold a picnic at
our parish grove located at Eaton Street and Freas Avenue in Berwick. Various
entertainment including games are planned. The Kazka Folk Ensemble and Dance
Group will perform at 1:00 p.m. and there will be music by the Shoreliners from
3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.. There will be homeade ethnic food for sale, including
halupki, halushki, and perohi (pierogies). Other items on the menu include potato
pancakes, pizza, hot dogs, and BBQ chicken. There will be homeade baked
goods and beverages. **Takeouts available after 2:30 p.m.. Bring your own
containers.** Ss. Cyril & Methodius Church 100th Anniversary memorabilia, including
polo shirts and baseball hats also will be for sale.

 
 

~ 100 Years of Faith and Community ~ 

 

 

~ 

1909

 

         2009

~

Ss. Cyril & Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church is located at
706 N. Warren Street, Berwick, PA 18603

COME AND CELEBRATE WITH US!
EVERYONE (THE PUBLIC) IS WELCOME! VITAYEMO!



1 2July 5, 2009

Gospel Reading for July 11th
While he was saying this, a ruler came and knelt before him and said, “My daughter has just died. But come
and put your hand on her, and she will live.” Jesus got up and went with him, and so did his disciples.Just
then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and touched the edge
of his cloak. She said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed.” Jesus turned and saw her. “Take
heart, daughter,” he said, “your faith has healed you.” And the woman was healed from that moment.When
Jesus entered the ruler’s house and saw the flute players and the noisy crowd, he said, “Go away. The girl
is not dead but asleep.” But they laughed at him. After the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took
the girl by the hand, and she got up. News of this spread through all that region.(Mt. 9, 18 - 26)

Saint Olha - July 11th

One of the saints of the Catholic Church who was most important in the history of Ukraine is Princess
Olha. When her husband, Prince Ihor, was killed, she became ruler of the Ukrainian people because
her son Sviatoslav was too young to succeed his father. Princess Olha was said to have been a
beautiful person and a wise ruler, an admirable woman and a good mother. She was tireless in
traveling with Sviatoslav throughout Ukraine to find out what the needs of the people were. She made
wise de-cisions regarding financial and business matters; she had roads and bridges con-structed; she
checked to see that towns were being fairly governed. History tells us also that Princess Olha lived in
peace with her neighbors. This must have been difficult because they were pagan and warlike people.

When Sviatoslav was old enough to rule, she stepped aside as regent and devoted much care to
her grandsons, particularly to Volodimyr. It was through Saint Olha’s influence in part that later on
Volodimyr was to change from a fierce, bloodthirsty pagan to a good Christian ruler who established
the Faith of Our Lord Jesus Christ in Ukraine.

There are various accounts, some of which may be legendary, about the influence which caused
Princess Olha to convert to Christianity. However, we do know that the Christian Faith was steadily
gaining new followers in Ukraine, that church books were being written in the Slavonic language, and
that the Church of St. Ilia had been built in Kiev. It is also a fact that Ukrainian rulers were tolerant
of Christians and at no time persecuted them. We think that Princess Olha prepared a long time for
her conversion. She went to Constantinople and in the year 957 was baptized, taking the baptismal
name of Olena in honor of Saint Olena, the mother of Saint Constantine the Great. She was said to
have been given a cross at her baptism on which were these words: “Renew yourself in God, land of
Ukraine, through Holy Baptism, which blessed Olha received.” This cross was later placed on the altar
of Saint Sophia Cathedral in Kiev by her great grandson Prince Jaroslav, but unfortunately it was lost
in the course of time.

Princess Olha led a good Christian life and influenced many people to follow her example. In Kiev,
the Church of Saint Nicholas and the Church of Saint Sophia were built through her efforts. Wherever
Princess Olha went, she had wayside crosses erected which came to be known as “Olha’s crosses.”
She died on July 11, 969.

Nestor, who wrote about the Church and Christians, described Saint Olha as “...the star shining
before the break of day, the moon lighting the night...” because of the effect her conversion had on
others, and because of the good she achieved. We are Christians, too. Let it be said of us some day
that the world became better because we lived in it.

      "Our Saints" Book, Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God
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Gospel Reading for July 15th
Jesus said: “I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some
other way, is a thief and a robber. The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. The
watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads
them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because
they know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they
do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he
was telling them. Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. All who ever
came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate; whoever enters
through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture.(Jn. 10, 1 - 9)

The Feast of Saint Volodymyr the Great - July 15th

Volodymyr (Valdamar, Volodimer, Vladimir) was born circa 956 and died on July 15,1015 in
Vyshorod near Kyiv, During his reign as Grand Prince he expanded the borders of Kyivan Rus and
turned it into one of the most powerful states in Eastern Europe. Prior to his marriage to Anna,
the sister of the Byzantine Emperor Basil, he converted to Christianity. He, his family and closest
associates were baptized in December 987. The mass baptism of Kyiv took place on August 1 in the

following year. The adoption of Christianity
as the official religion facilitated the
unification of the Rus tribes and the
establishment of foreign dynastic, political,
cultural, religious and commercial, particularly
with the Byzantine Empire, Bulgaria and
Germany. Relations with Poland improved
after his son, Sviatopolk I married the
daughter of Boleslav the Brave in 992.
Volodymyr received papal emissaries in 986,
988, 991, 992 and 1000 and sent his
own envoys to Rome in 993 and 1001.
He died while preparing a campaign
against his son Sviatopolk of Turiv (who
challenged his father’s rule and who
succeeded his father br ie f ly af ter
Volodymyr’s death). He was buried in the
Church of the Tithes. The Rus clergy
venerated him because of his support of
the Church but he was canonized only
after 1200. Thereafter and until today he
is referred to as “the holy, equal to the
Apostles, Grand Prince of Kyiv”. The oldest
extant mention of St. Volodymyr is found
in the Hypatian Chronicle under the year
1254.

Saints Volodymyr and Olha
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Charitable Fund “Caritas Eparchy of Ivano-Frankivsk UGCC”

(A letter to Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka)

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Your Grace!

In the name of the victims of 2008 horrific floods in Western Ukraine, let us recognize and thank you and
all the donors for your sympathy and help.

Thanks to your offering and the offerings of other local and foreign donors throughout 2008-2009
(Bishop Stephen Chmilar and the Toronto Eparchy,  Bishop David Motiuk and the Edmonton Eparchy, Fr.
Benjamin Lyksykanych with the Exarchate of Great Britain, MBF Caritas Ukraine, Consulate of Canada in
Ukraine, Canadian Near East Organization, Caritas Maklenberg in Germany, Caritas Lublin in Poland,
Archeparchy of Pagrue in the Czech Republic, the Organization – Reklama Center, Mr. Volodymyr Balahura
of the company Yarkovytsa, Smile Service Company, parishes of Ivano-Frankivsk and Ternopil Eparchies of
UGCC, and local residents)  “Caritas of Ivano-Frankivsk UGCC” was able to assist the poorest families –
mostly very vulnerable victims of flooding - in the region.

Many people, mostly from Transcarpathia, became victims of the flooding, losing their homes, being left
without water, food, and medical help.  Many water stations were damaged which caused problems in water
supplies, not only in the affected villages but also in the towns of the Carpathian region.  Many people stayed
on the roofs of their homes until they were rescued, evacuated and moved into safe areas.

This disaster caused great losses. All residents experienced very difficult times that reflected on them
physically and psychologically. The most impacted individuals were:

- single older persons
- families with many children
- unprotected families in social crisis
- orphans and half-orphans
- abandoned children
- disabled children
- adult invalids,
- and families whose homes were flooded.

Thanks to your assistance “Caritas” of Ivano-Frankivsk
helped these categories of victims. “Caritas” bought for
them 525 sets of bed linens, 100 woolen blankets, 748
sets of personal hygienic and sanitary items, 2485 packs
of provisions, 125 complete sets of medications.  This
assistance was provided to four regions, more specifically:

- 19 villages of Halych region
- 13 villages of Bohorodchany region
- 17 villages of Tysmenytsja region
- 10 villages of Dolyna region.

(continued on next page)
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Assistance was also given to
       -16 people living temporarily or permanently
           in a nursing home, were moved to the Vytvyca
        village in the  Dolyna region
       - 3 villages of Rogatyn region.

In total, during the 2008 flooding, 1214 families
received help in the  amount of 600625, 59 hryvni:

- 149 families in Halych region
- 75 families in Bohorodchany region
- 477 families in Tysmenyca region
- 53 families in Rohatyn region
- 160 families in Dolyna region.

Thanks to the donations from Canadian charitable association CKE/YA, the most vulnerable victims of
flood were assisted with social and psychological aid by “Caritas Ivano-Frankivsk UGCC.  In January, 2009,
263197,51 hryven were spend on housing needs for 22 families, whose houses were totally destroyed by
waters.  A total of six regions in the Ivano-Frankivsk area were helped.  Assistance was given to the most needy
and unprotected groups:

- 3 single-parent families
- 6 families with multiple children
- two elderly, single people
- ten older individual people
- one needy family.

The following project expenses were provided:
- 13 sets of kitchen cabinets for 22246,00 hryven
- 20 kitchen table sets for 35429,00 hryven
- 13 single beds for 18284,00 hryven
- 18 living rooms sets for 45282,00 hryven
- 12 sofa sets for 34045,00 hryven
- 10 bedroom sets for 32638,00 hryven
- 5 children’s bedroom sets for 10968,00 hryven
- 8 dining room tables with 6 chairs for 37200,00 hryven
- 10 sets of kitchen goods for 10000,00 hryven.

+Volodymyr Vijtyshyn,
Ivano-Frankivsk Eparch UGCC

Archpriest Volodymyr Chornij,
Director

Charitable Fund “Caritas Eparchy of Ivano-Frankivsk UGCC”

( continued from previous page)



Our Firs t  Program Began with Spring Symposiums  

 
YEAR   TOPIC     PRESENTER 
1999 Iconography: Theology and Spirituality  Re. Andriy Chirovsky 
 

In 2000 we  began our Icon Writing Workshops with one class each year 
 

2000 Iconography: Creating Sacred Space  Rev. Damian Higgins 
 
2001 Falling Into The Eyes of an Icon    Rev. Andriy Chirovsky 
  Praying with Icons  
 
2002 Differences/Comparisons…East/West:   Rev. Peter Galadza 
 Theology - Spirituality - Ecclesiology - Liturgy 
 
2003  Eastern Liturgy In a Western World:   Rev. Peter Galadza  
 Challenges and Opportunities 
 
2004 The Lenten Journey: A Way of Life  Most Rev. Metropolitan    
 Prayer – Fasting - Amsgiving  Basil Schott (Ruthenian Archeparchy) 
  
2005 The Greatest Week of the Year:    Rev. Mark Morozowich, PhD 
 A Look into the Great Holy Week and Easter 
 
2006 Fall – Imagery of the Theotokos:    Rev. John Petro 
  Mary the God Bearer   (Ruthenian Archeparchy) 
 

In 2006 we added Afternoons of Reflection 
 

2006  Spring - Praying With Icons   Sister Dorothy Ann,OSBM 
 
2007 Lecture Series: Byzantine Iconography:  Rev. Damian Higgins 
 A Lesson in Beauty, Light and Glory 
  I      Beauty and Light, the Historical Developments  
   of Christian Iconography 
  II      Byzantine Iconography and Acceptance/Rejection  
   and Defense of the Mystery of Incarnation 
  III    Technical Aspects of Creating Icons 
                             IV    Iconography As A Method of Prayer 
 
2008  Lecture Series:  Reflection on Beauty and Glory 
  I       The Icon of the Resurrection 
  II      The Icon of the Ascension 
  III    The Icon of Pentecost 

The Basilian Spirituality Center 
Sisters of St. Basil the Great 

710 Fox Chase Road 

Fox Chase Manor, PA 19046 

215.780.1227 

ICON PROGRAMS AT THE BASILIAN SPIRITUALITY CENTER 

Icon Programs at the Basilian Spirituality Center

(continued on next page)
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We now have expanded our Icon Writing Program from  

one to three Workshops each May. 
 

Iconography Program 2009 

Sister Marina Bochnewich, OSBM 

Director 
 

Fr. Damian Higgins 

Iconographer 

 

Fr. John Ciurpita 

Presenter 

AFTERNOON OF REFLECTION 

ICONOGRAPHY: WINDOWS TO THE DIVINE OR JUST PIGMENT ON WOOD? 

Icon Writing Workshops  -   The Process 

1. Tracing Image 
3. Gold Leafing 4. Mixing Pigment 2. Etching 

5. Applying Pigment 

Icon Programs at the Basilian Spirituality Center
(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)
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Participants and Their Icons 

Workshop I    May 3 - 6, 2009        

Standing - Lorraine Martin, Nancy Claflin, Raymond Gruber, 

Rhonda Stevenson, Peter Oresick 

     Seated     - Larisa Salamacha, Sister Bernarda, OSBM, 

Rev. Damian Higgins, Charles Lucas 

Also participating in this workshop: 

 Rev. George Worschak Most Reverend 

Stefan Soroka  

Standing - Sister Markella, OSBM, 

David Palmer, Maria Panczak 

Gwen Alsedek, Anna Makuch  

Juryi Horajeckyj 

 

Seated - Sister Dia, OSBM, 

Sister Barbara, OSBM 

Rev. Damian Higgins 

Sister Maria, OSBM  

For Further Information call Sister Marina, OSBM at 215.780.1227 

Standing:  Sister Marina, OSBM Director 

Thomas Slosky, Barbara Hancher  
Carol Funk, Peter Pearson 

Mary Beth Fiefer 

Rev. Damian Higgins    
 

Seated: Vera Kaczaj,  

Suzanne Bobyock, Christine Smith 

Paul Smith, Jodie Cole  

Workshop II  May 21 – 24, 2009  

Workshop III  May 28 - 31, 2009      

Icon Programs at the Basilian Spirituality Center
(continued from previous page)
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Transfiguration of Our Lord
Cathol ic School in
Shamokin, which closes its
doors today after
providing a qual i ty
education to more than
1,000 students since 1940,
will always hold a special
place in the heart of this
reporter, who like many
others in the Shamokin
area has lost another
alma mater.         .

My family has several ties
to Transf igurat ion.

In addition to myself, my
older brother, Bill, younger
sister, Lisa, my son, Mark
Jr., my niece, Taryn, my
nephew, John, and cousins
Sue (Kaminski) Barrett,
Juliann (Kaminski) Burgess,
Brian Burgess and Kristen
Burgess, are graduates of
the small Ukrainian
Catholic grade school
located at 129 N.
Shamokin St., which was
forced to close due to
financial constraints and an
enrollment of 53 students
in pre-kindergarten
through eighth grade.

Despite having small
classrooms and limited
resources, the school has
produced many
outstanding students,
including valedictorians at
local high schools.

Goodbye, Transfig

BY MARK GILGER
STAFF WRITER

mark_g@newsitem.com
Published: Thursday, June 4, 2009 9:35 AM EDT

Many dedicated teachers
and principals, including
the Sister Servants of Mary
Immaculate, have faithfully
served the school for
almost 70 years. In
addition to the faculty,
various pastors,
parishioners of
Transfiguration of Our Lord
Ukrainian Catholic Church,
and the parents of students
deserve a great deal of
credit for maintaining the
school for approximately
seven decades.       .

The “Ukees” or
“Transatlantic Kids,” as we
were often referred to by
students at neighboring
schools, can take some
solace in the fact that their
alma mater was the last
local parochial school to
close. Transfiguration
outlasted larger schools
like St. Stanislaus, St.
Edward, St. Joseph and
St. Stephen, and smaller
schools like St. Mary’s and
St. Anthony’s.

With Transfiguration’s
closing, Our Lady of
Lourdes Regional School
in Coal Township remains
the only Catholic school
in the Shamokin-Mount
Carmel area.       .

I attended kindergarten at
St. Stanislaus School and

completed first grade at
St. Mary’s School before
St. Mary’s closed on June
9, 1967, due to a lack of
students (60) and financial
concerns. My parents then
sent my brother and I to
Transfiguration, which, like
St. Mary’s, had two
grades in one classroom
and was located just a few
blocks from our home on
North Vine Street.

I spent seven wonderful
years at Transfiguration
Catholic School, and
establ ished many
relationships with other
students and teachers.

My fondest memories
include playing fistball and
volleyball in the school
yard, performing in the
annual Christmas play,
singing for Pastor George
Dubitsky’s feast day,
attending church every
week day (even though I
didn’t know what was
being said most of the time
during the Divine Liturgy),
getting out of school early
to attend Stations of the
Cross on Friday afternoons
during Lent, eat ing
delicious pierogies in the
church hall made by
dedicated men and
women of the parish,
taking f lute-a-phone
lessons, and playing for

the school’s baseball and
basketball teams, which I
enjoyed more than
anything, even though we
didn’t win very often.

Other highlights of my
career at Transfiguration
included being named
captain of the patrol boys,
winning spelling bees and
receiving certificates for
perfect attendance and
displaying good
cit izenship.     .

I also had the distinction
of finishing in the top 10
of my graduating class in
1974. At most schools that
would be an honor, but
at Transfiguration, we only
had 10 students in our
eighth-grade class.

In addition to myself, our
class included Steve

(continued on next page)
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Chowka, Albert Bogetti,
Susan Bakowicz, Sandy
Klebasko, Sandy Krayniak,
Barbara Shaloka (top
honor student who went
on to become the
valedictorian of the 1978
graduating class at
Shamokin Area High
School), Lynn Stawchansky,
Michel le Herr and
Christ ine Rogowski .

Of course, the three boys
in the class were labeled
as “characters,” while the
girls were considered
“angels.”   .

Our teacher was
Catherine Sema, while our
principal was Sister Juliette,
who, remarkably, is still
teaching at the school on
a limited basis. Sister
Juliette may remain at
Transfiguration for the
2009-2010 school year to
assist with the pre-
kindergarten and
kindergarten programs,
which will continue to
operate in a modular unit,
a block away from the
grade school building.

We had some great times
at Transfiguration that will
last a l i fet ime.    .

When your former school
or church closes, it’s like
losing a member of your
family. You not only lose
an identity, but you lose

contact with alumni and
fellow parishioners who
have become extended
family over the years.

Even though these
buildings may close, the
memories last forever.

Thank you to everyone
who worked so hard to
keep Transf igurat ion
Catholic School open all
these years. Your
dedication will never be
forgotten by this proud
alumnus.     .

”I spent seven wonderful
years at Transfiguration
Catholic School, and
establ ished many
wonderful relationships
with other students and
teachers.”    .

Goodbye, Transfig

(continued from previous page)

Mark Gilger

Former student,
reporter

Gilger is a
staff writer at
The News-Item.

www.newsitem.com
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Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal Credit Union 

1729 Cottman Avenue, Philadelphia, PA  19111 

215-725-4430      www.ukrfcu.com 

Are you interested in purchasing a  

36-month CD @ 3.25% APY  

but concerned that rates may go up 

in the future? 
 

 

 

 

With USFCU’s new 36-month 

“My Choice” CD 

you can lock in today’s attractive interest 

rate, and if rates go up, you can increase 

your rate one time to the higher existing rate 

for the remaining term of the CD. 
 

 

You decide when! 
 

 

 

For details call or stop in today! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Minimum balance only $500 

    Rate is subject to change without notice. 

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000 

and backed by the full faith and credit of the 

United States Government 

 

 

 

 

 

National Credit Union Administration 

a U.S. Government Agency 

St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Parish in
Philadelphia is holding Alumni Reunion for St.
Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic School Alumni (1962-
2002). The event is scheduled for Saturday, January
30, 2010, at 7 p.m., at the premises of the school
located at: 4521 Longshore Ave., Philadelphia, PA
19135. Complete your registration form (name,
year of graduation, address, and email), and email
it to: stjosaphatreunion@gmail.com, or mail it to:
St. Josaphat Rectory, 6932 Ditman St., Philadelphia,
PA 19135 (c/o: Alumni Reunion). Register
electronically through the parish website:
www.stjosaphatchurch.com Registration is open until
October 15, 2009. Volunteers and sponsors
welcome! Save the date – Hold on to your spirit
and celebrate!

St. Josaphat Ukrainian
Catholic School Reunion,

Philadelphia, PA
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The Cell Phone - A Cute Story

There was a lady who had to get her car’s windshield glass replaced because of a crack made by a rock.
She took her car to the dealership because she wanted the best care for her car.  When the representative
called her to tell her the car was ready to be picked up, he told her not to drive the car through a car wash
for a few days because the pressure from the car wash would be too much on the newly installed glass.

When the lady arrived at the dealership she was surprised to find that the lot attendant drove the car
through the car wash by accident! So, the lady had to leave her car at the dealership overnight so they
could fix the windshield the next day.

Early in the morning, the lady went to the Chapel before anyone else had
arrived for Liturgy.  The lady obviously had a lot on her mind with her car and
other things going on in her personal life.  When the lady went to kneel down,
she heard a noise come from her cell phone that she never heard before.  The
lady took the cell phone from her pocket and was shocked to see the words
“Speak Now” on her display screen.

The lady thought to herself "Either my cell phone has a speaker phone or I just
got a message from heaven!"

The lady spent a long time in the Chapel that morning and had a good
conversation with the Lord in her prayers!

Speak
Now

The 78th Annual Pilgrimage,
Under the Protection of the
Mother of God, held on the

grounds of the Motherhouse of
the Sisters of the Order of Saint
Basil the Great, is scheduled for:
Saturday, October 3rd  and
Sunday, October 4th (2009)

If you missed last year’s amazing event,
don’t let this moving experience pass you by again.

Save the Date!!

Mark your Calendars!!
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On Saturday, May 9th, 2009, hierarchy, clergy, religious and faithful
gathered at the Holy Eucharist Ukrainian Catholic Parish Center in
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada for the celebration of the 50th

anniversary of Progress Ukrainian Catholic News.  Among the guest
speakers for this very special event were former editors, Most Rev.
Stefan Soroka (Metropolitan-Archbishop of Philadelphia) and Most

Rev. David
M o t i u k
(Eparch of Edmonton).  Some three hundred guests
gathered to give testimony for the gift of the ministry
of Progress Ukrainian Catholic News for the benefit of
the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada.  The
presentations given focused on the significant
contribution of the newspaper, on the vision shown by
its founder, the late Metropolitan-Archbishop Maxim
Hermaniuk, CSsR., and its long-time editors, the Very
Rev. Mitrat Semen Izyk and Very Rev. Msgr. Yaroslav
Rudachek, and on the challenges of communication in
the coming years. (Photo: Sr. Lydia Anna Sawka, OSBM)

50th Anniversary of
Progress Ukrainian Catholic News
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St. Anne Ukrainian Catholic Parish in Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Canada, is celebrating its fiftieth anniversary
as a parish throughout the year 2009.  Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan Soroka served as its pastor from
1987 to 1995.  The brief visit to Winnipeg for the
Progress Ukrainian Catholic News Anniversary
celebrations allowed for a visit to the parish on Sunday,
May 10th, 2009.  Metropolitan Stefan celebrated
both Divine Liturgies and offered a homily.  The parish
priest, Very Rev. Canon Walter Klimchuk and the
parishioners sponsored a brunch gathering between
the two Divine Liturgies to facilitate parishioners greeting their former pastor.  The early Divine Liturgy was
started fifteen minutes earlier and the later one fifteen minutes later to allow for the needed additional time.

St. Anne Ukrainian Catholic Church is located in a suburb of Winnipeg.  The parish offers a full week of nursery
programs for children, twice weekly senior citizens’ activities, weekly catechism instruction for some 170
children, two exceptional choirs (Ukrainian and English), a children’s choir, and various youth and family event
programs sponsored by the parish Knights of Columbus Council.  Offering such programs draws new
parishioners to the parish, and contributes to its success. The parish constantly outreaches to the community
with advertising and good signs.  The parish is well known for its strong welcoming and supportive spirit. It
has become a model for other parishes to imitate.

Our heartfelt congratulations to the pastor and parishioners of St. Anne Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Winnipeg, Canada on the occasion of its 50th anniversary!

50TH Anniversary of
St. Anne Church in Winnipeg

(Photo: Sr. Lydia Anna Sawka, OSBM)
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Editorial and Business Office:
827 N. Franklin St.

Philadelphia, PA 19123
Tel.: (215)  627-0143

Online: www.ukrarcheparchy.us
E-MAIL: theway@ukrarcheparchy.us

Established 1939
The Way Staff

Msgr. Peter Waslo, Teresa Siwak, Fr. Ihor Royik

The Way is published bi-weekly by the Apostolate, Inc.,
827 N. Franklin St., Philadelphia, PA.

Articles and photos proposed for publication MUST BE SIGNED
BY THE WRITER and should be in the Editor's office at least
fifteen days before requested date of publication. For advance

notice of the upcoming  events, kindly send one month in
advance. All articles must be submitted in both English and

Ukrainian languages, THE WAY will not translate proposed articles.
All materials submitted to THE WAY become the property of
THE WAY. Photos should be identified on the reverse and be

accompanied by a self-addressed stamped envelope.

The next issue
of "The Way"

will be on
August 2, 2009

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

July 19, 2009: Centennial Parish Picnic.  Ss. Cyril &
Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church Parish Grove.
Eaton Street and Freas Avenue in Berwick, PA. 11:00
am to 6:00 pm.

July 26, 2009: 75th Annual Ukrainian Seminary Day
at St. Nicholas Picnic Grove, PA Route 901, Primrose,
Minersville, PA

August 2 & September 6, 2009: Divine Liturgy at
Rehoboth Beach, DE. 4:00 PM at St. Edmond’s Church
(King Charles Avenue and Laurel Street in Rehoboth
Beach, DE.) For more information call 302 762-5511.

August 8-9, 2009 : Sisters Servants of Mary
Immaculate: Holy Dormition Pilgrimage, Sloatsburg, NY

August 15-16, 2009: The Ukrainian Festival at
Ukrainian Homestead, 1230 Beaver Run Dr., Lehighton,
PA 18235.

August 22, 2009: Ukrainian Cultural Festival, St.
Stephen Ukrainian Catholic Church, 1344 White Oak
Bottom Road, Toms River, NJ 08755.  Noon until 7:00
pm.

August 23, 2009: Ukrainian Folk Festival.  "Tryzub"
Ukrainian-American Sport Center, County Line & Lower
State Roads, Horsham, PA. Festivities begin at 12:00
noon.  www.tryzub.org

September 26 & 27, 2009: Ukrainian American
Citizen's Association: Philadelphia Ukrainian Festival.
847 N. Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA. (Details to come)

October 3-4, 2009: 78th Annual Pilgrimage of the
Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great (Fox Chase,
PA) www.stbasils.com

November 8, 2009: 125th Anniversary of St.
Michael's Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, 114 South
Chestnut Street, Shenandoah, PA 17976.  2:00pm
Liturgy, 5:00pm Reception at St. Nicholas Hall, Primrose,
PA.  For more information e-mai l :
stmichaelsukrainian@verizon.net .
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