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On August 9, 2009, the
Pontifical Divine Liturgy was
celebrated at 10:00 am
for the 55th Holy Dormition
Pilgrimage hosted by the
Sisters Servants of Mary
Immaculate in Sloatsburg,
NY.  The main celebrant
was Most Rev. Stefan
Soroka, Metropolitan for
Ukrainian Catholics in the
U.S.A.  Celebrat ing
Bishops were: Most Rev.
Paul Chomnycky, OSBM,
Most Rev. John Bura, and
Most Rev. Basil Losten.
The responses of the
Liturgy were wonderfully
sung by the choir from St.
Nicholas Ukrainian

55th Holy Dormition Pilgrimage in
Sloatsburg, NY

(continued on next page)
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55th Holy Dormition Pilgrimage in Sloatsburg, NY
(continued from previous page)

Cathol ic Church in
Passaic, NJ.

Most Rev. Paul
Chomnycky, OSBM,
offered the homily at the
Pontifical Divine Liturgy.
The message of the homily
was about evangelization.

“What is evangelization?”
said Bishop Paul
Chomnycky, OSBM.
Evangelization is the most
important work of the
church, to preach the

good news of Jesus Christ.
This work took root on the
day of Christ’s Ascension
and has been continuing
and will continue until the
end of the world.

We tend to think
evangelization is the job
of the bishops, priests,
monks and sisters.  It is
true these people have
dedicated their lives in a
special way in spreading

Blessing of Flowers and Herbs by
Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka
& Most Rev. Paul Chomnycky, OSBM

(continued on next page)

Most Rev. Paul Chomnycky, OSBM, Homilist Communion
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Choir: St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, Passaic, NJ

the good news of Jesus
Christ. The Sisters Servants
of Mary Immaculate are
beginning the celebration
this year of their 75th year
of existence of coming to
America.  75 years of
spreading the Gospel in
America and 50 years in
the establishment of their
Province of the
Immaculate Conception.

So, evangelization is the
job of the religious, the
priests, the bishops, but it
is also the obligation and
the great privilege of each
baptized Christian to
evangelize, to spread the
good news of Jesus Christ
in our world.

Bishop Paul Chomnycky,
OSBM, said, “God needs
us to be His hands, to be
His feet, to be His voice,
in the work of salvation of
the world. He needs us,
just as we need Christ.
Christ needs us so that He
can continue His work of
salvation.”

How can we be effective
evangelizers in today’s
world which needs to hear
the message of Christ so
badly?  To whom can we
look to guide us on how
to evangelize, to give us
an example?  To whom
can we look but to the
one who not only spread
the good news of Jesus
Christ among the world,
but brought the good

news into the world. To
whom can we look – but
to the Mother of God, to
Mary, and to take her
example of evangelization.

Bishop Paul Chomnycky,
OSBM, spoke of when we
meditate among the
Mother of God and her
life, where we see Mary
most clearly as an
evangelizer is at the very
beginning of God’s
intervention in her life. At
the moment of the
Annunciat ion, when
Archangel Gabriel said
Hail, Full of Grace, you
will become the Mother of
God.  It is God who called
Mary.  Mary was a poor,
unschooled, inexperienced
girl who knew nothing of
the world.  God called
upon her to be that ladder
by which His Son would
span that great distance
between heaven and

earth.  Mary not
withstanding her weakness,
and her youth, and her
inexperience, she said yes!

At the end of the Pontifical
Divine Liturgy, flowers were
blessed by Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan Soroka
and Bishop Paul

Chomnycky, OSBM, by the
grotto.  The Li turgy
concluded with the singing
of the hymn Áîæå Âåëèêèé
ªäèíèé (Bozhe Velykyj
Jedynyj) by St. Nicholas
Ukrainian Catholic Church
Choir.

-Teresa Siwak

55th Holy Dormition Pilgrimage in Sloatsburg, NY
(continued from previous page)

Watch videos from the
Pilgrimage on our Blog.

www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com
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He was born on 17 February 1892 in the village of Zazdrist’, Ternopil’ Region, to Ivan Kobernytskyj-Slipyj and
Anastasiya Dychkovska. He finished school in his native village and
gymnasium in Ternopil’. He studied theology in Lviv, and consequently
finished philosophical and theological studies in Innsbruck (Austria).

On 30 September 1917 Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky ordained him a
priest. After this he again departed for studies in Innsbruck, where received
a doctorate in theology. From Innsbruck he went to study in Rome, where
received the degree of “magister aggregatus.”

Starting in 1922 he taught dogmatics at the Lviv seminary. At the end of
1925 he was appointed the rector of this institution and in 1929 rector of
the newly created Theological Academy. In 1939 Metropolitan Andrey
ordained Fr. Slipyj bishop with the right of succession. On 1 November
1944, the day of Metropolitan Andrey’s death, Bishop Slipyj became the
leader of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church.

On 11 April 1945 he was arrested by the Bolsheviks and sentenced to
eight years of forced labor in Siberia. After the termination of this term,
without any reason he was convicted a second time for an indefinite term. In 1957 he was convicted a third
time, to seven years of hard labor. Thanks to the intervention of Pope John XXIII and American President John
Kennedy, he was released in 1963 to participate in the Second Vatican Council.

For the next 20 years Patriarch Josyf tried to energize the life of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in the
West. He founded the Ukrainian Catholic University and built the Church of Saint Sophia in Rome. He wrote
many scientific works, some of them with twenty volumes.

He died in 1984. In 1992 his relics were transported to Lviv, where they, with the participation of more than
1 million faithful, were buried in Saint George’s Cathedral.  www.ugcc.org.ua

September 2009 marks the 25th Anniversary of the
falling asleep of Patriarch Josyf Slipyj

Photos from
Cardinal Slipyj's

visit to
Philadelphia

Photo: MEVA Photo: Marie Hanusey

July 20, 1968 - When Cardinal
Slipyj left the plane, left photo,
he raised his hand high and
greeted the crowd.  To the right,
the Ukrainian major archbishop
touchingly kisses the bread and
salt which were extended to him
as a sign of his people.

Patriarch Josyf (Slipyj), Major Archbishop, Cardinal and Metropolitan (1944-1984).
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Photos from Cardinal Slipyj's visit to Philadelphia

July 21, 1968 - The highlight of the Cardinal's visit was a concelebrated Liturgy in
the city's Spectrum.  The number of people who attended was impressive.

All Ukrainian Catholic bishops in North America
and several priests concelebrated the Liturgy.

Over two hundred voices from Philadelphia
Ukrainian Catholic parishes sang the responses

under the direction of Osyp Lupan.

Photo: Marie Hanusey

Photo: Marie HanuseyPhoto: MEVA

(continued from previous page)



PRIMROSE - Everybody was Ukrainian at St. Nicholas Picnic Grove on Sunday as Ukrainian Seminary Day
marked its 75th year in raising funds for the only Ukrainian Catholic seminary in the United States.

In addition to the fundraising aspect that has raised more than $500,000 for the seminary since 1985,
Ukrainian Seminary Day is a great time for ethnic Ukrainians to get together to enjoy their Eastern European
culture annually with ethnic entertainment, food and a celebration of their religious faith.

With scattered showers in the morning, there was a concern if the weather would affect the event, but the skies
remained rain-free for the afternoon, drawing a large crowd throughout the day.

“Ukrainian Catholic Seminary Day” began in 1934 in Lakewood Park, Barnesville, one of a number of ethnic
celebrations that began in the 1900s by ethnic groups in the anthracite coal region. When Lakewood Park
closed in 1983, there was one year without such an event. However, in 1985 “Ukrainian Seminary Day” was
revived and moved to St. Nicholas Picnic Grove, and has been going strong in providing financial support
to St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary in Washington, D.C.

The ethnic celebration is sponsored by the 12 parishes in the South Anthracite Protopresbytery (Deanery) of
the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia. On average, each annual event raises about $35,000.
As always, the annual event began at 11 a.m. in the picnic grove hall with the celebration of a Divine Liturgy
by Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka, spiritual leader of Ukrainian Catholics in the United States and
archbishop of the archeparchy. Concelebrants included the Most Rev. John Bura, auxiliary bishop, and clergy
from the deanery.

Ukranian Seminary Day marks 75th anniversary
BY JOHN E. USALIS (Times - Shamrock Writer)

www.newsitem.com

The Rev. Mark Fesniak, pastor at
Transfiguration of Our Lord
Ukrainian Catholic Church,
Shamokin, and Assumption BVM
Ukrainian Catholic Church,
Centralia Heights, makes bleenies.

After the Divine Liturgy, everyone moved into the picnic grove for lots of
homemade ethnic food, including pierogies, kobasa (kielbasi), bleenies,
sausage, Lemko platters, holubtsi (halupki), haluski, bean soup and much
more. There were Ukrainian crafts and other ethnic items from Uniquely
Ukrainian, a local company, and 125th anniversary golf shirts were
available from St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church in Shenandoah.

A theme basket auction was also held, featuring more than 30 baskets
created by the deanery parishes. The annual commemorative program
contains the history of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, Saint Clair.
Paul Konkus of WPPA-AM 1360 hosted a live polka broadcast from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. from the picnic grove, followed by entertainment by the
Kazka Ukrainian Folk Dance Ensemble, and later by the Pennsylvania
Villagers Polka Band.
A unique aspect of the celebration is there is no similar fundraising effort
over a region in the United States where all churches in a deanery come
together to support the seminary.

“I’m not aware of anything like this of this longevity,” said Soroka.
“Seventy five years is exceptional. I think that it has gone for this length
of time because the people saw results from their work. They’ve seen the
church very much alive in this area and they’ve always seen priests
coming from and to this area. I think this will continue.”
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Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka and Bishop John
Bura distribute Communion to the Faithful.

75th Annual Ukrainian Seminary Day
 was held on July 26, 2009 at

St. Nicholas Grove in Primrose,
Minersville, PA

Metropolitan-Archbishop
Stefan Soroka was the
Main Celebrant at the
11:00 Divine Liturgy.

"Kazka" Ukrainian Folk Ensemble

Rev. John Fields at the end of
the Divine Liturgy.

Photos by Richard J. Barno, Ed.D.



Gospel for the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross 9/14/09
John 19:6-11, 13-21, 25-27, 30-35

When the chief priests and the guards saw Him they cried
out, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “Take
Him yourselves and crucify Him. I find no guilt in Him.”

The Jews answered, “We have a law, and according to
that law He ought to die, because He made Himself the
Son of God.”

Now when Pilate heard this statement, He became even
more afraid, and went back into the praetorium and said to
Jesus, “Where are you from?” Jesus did not answer him. So
Pilate said to Him, “Do you not speak to me? Do you not
know that I have power to release you and I have power
to crucify you?”

Jesus answered (him), “You would have no power over me
if it had not been given to you from above. For this reason
the one who handed Me over to you has the greater sin.”

When Pilate heard these words he brought Jesus out and
seated Him on the judge’s bench in the place called Stone
Pavement, in Hebrew, Gabbatha. It was preparation day
for Passover, and it was about noon. And he said to the
Jews, “Behold, your king!” They cried out, “Take Him away,
take Him away! Crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I
crucify your king?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.”  Then he handed Him over to
them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, and carrying the cross Himself He went out to what is called the Place
of the Skull, in Hebrew, Golgotha. There they crucified Him, and with Him two others, one on either side, with
Jesus in the middle. Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus the Nazorean,
the King of the Jews.” Now many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified
was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek. So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate,
“Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that He said, ‘I am the King of the Jews.’”

Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
of Magdala. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved, he said to his mother,
“Woman, behold, your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother.” And from that hour the
disciple took her into his home.

When Jesus had taken the wine, He said, “It is finished.” And bowing His head, He handed over the spirit.
Now since it was preparation day, in order that the bodies might not remain on the cross on the sabbath,
for the sabbath day of that week was a solemn one, the Jews asked Pilate that their legs be broken and they
be taken down. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and then of the other one who was
crucified with Jesus. But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His
legs, but one soldier thrust his lance into His side, and immediately blood and water flowed out. An eyewitness
has testified, and his testimony is true; he knows that he is speaking the truth, so that you also may (come to)
believe.
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Exaltation of the Holy Cross

The feast of the exaltation is in honor of the Cross of Christ. In remembrance of the suffering and death of
Christ on the Cross, the day is one of strict fasting.

If the birth of the Holy Virgin is the anticipation of the mystery of the Incarnation, then the Cross announces
the redemptive sacrifice of Christ. For this reason the feast is celebrated in the beginning of the Church
calendar year (August 19/September 1st).

The sign of the cross - in Roman times an instrument of shameful death, after Golgotha it became the symbol
of salvation and victory.

Through suffering to joy, through death to victory, through sacrificial giving to fulfillment of God’s will - such
is the way of the Redeemer of the world, such is the way of His followers. “Whosoever will come after Me,
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me” (Mark 8:34). This is not just difficulties and suffering,
which on their own do not become the Cross. “To take up your cross” is to reject your self, defeat love of self,
learn to live for others, learn courage, patience, and to faithfully follow Christ.

The origin of this feast is found in the glorious reign of Constantine the Great (fourth century), who erected the
church of the Resurrection on the sites where the Tomb and Golgotha were. This place had drawn Christian
pilgrims from the very beginning of the existence of the Church. However, in the beginning of the second
century, Emperor Hadrian, who was against both Judaism and Christianity, decided to destroy traces of both
religions. He rebuilt and renamed Jerusalem, leveled Golgotha, filled in the Tomb and built a temple to Venus
in its place. When the Emperor Constantine proclaimed Christianity a free religion, he, at the urging of his
Christian mother, St. Helen, ordered the pagan temple to be destroyed and excavation on this holy site to be
begun. Layer after layer was removed and all of a sudden in the depths of the earth, when all hope was gone,
an empty space appeared and then the true and holy sign of our salvation. Writes a contemporary of the
events, Eusebius: There in the ground three crosses were found - but the sign which had been placed on
Christ’s cross had fallen off, and it was impossible to decide
which was His cross. Only after miracles occurred at one
cross, such as the healing of a sick woman and the resurrection
of one who was dead, did it become known which was the
True Cross. Then crowds of people flocked to the place wishing
to bow before the Life-giving Cross and started begging the
Patriarch to raise it so all could see. The Patriarch stood on an
elevated place and raised the Cross, and from this action
comes the name for the feast.

On the site where the Cross was found, St. Helen built a
church to the glory of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and the True Cross was kept in it. The main part of the
Life-giving Cross is even at present kept in Jerusalem, in the
Greek church. The other parts of it were carried all over the
Christian world.

The hymns to this feast speak of the Cross that is raised above
the world as “the beauty of the Church,” as “the confirmation
of the believers.” The Cross is the sign of God’s love for man,
the harbinger of the coming transfiguration of nature.
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ORDINATIONS OF THE ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA

Sunday, September 20th, 2009, Deacon Ruslan Romanyuk will be ordained to the Order of
Presbyter by His Grace, Metropolitan Stefan at 3:30PM in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
in Philadelphia.

Saturday, October 17th, 2009, at 11:00AM at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in
Philadelphia, Charles H. Schultz, Paul M. Spotts and Roman Oprysk will be ordained to the Orders of
Lector, Cantor and Subdeacon by His Grace, Metropolitan Stefan. Subdeacons Charles H. Schultz and
Paul M. Spotts will be ordained to the Order of Deacon during the Liturgy.

These celebrations are open to the public and the faithful are encouraged to attend. The dinners
following are by invitation and ticket only.

On Tuesday, September 8th, 2009 at 9:00AM at the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception, Ruslan Romanyuk was ordained to the Orders of Lector, Cantor,

Subdeacon and Deacon by His Grace, Metropolitan Stefan.

Watch a video from the ordination on our blog.
www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

Deacon Ruslan Romanyuk

Photo: Rev. Ivan Turyk, Deacon Ruslan
Romanyuk, Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan
Soroka, Rev. Ivan Demkiv, Rev. Wasyl Kharuk

Photos: Teresa Siwak
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THREE SISTERS CELEBRATE
60 YEARS OF MINISTRY

Fox Chase Manor, PA - August 11, 2009

Sixty years ago, the
now defunct electronics
retailer Circuit City had just
opened its doors for the
first time.  That same year,
three young women
began a very different
journey.  On June 28,
2009, the Sisters of the
Order of Saint Basil the
Great celebrated the lives
and achievements to date
of these women, Sister
Laura Palka, Sister Mary
Michael Bayda, and Sister
Theodosia Lukiw.  By
answering a call by God
to minister to the world,
all three Sisters have
journeyed and
experienced more that
they could have imagined
as late teenagers and
early twenty-something’s in
1949.

Sister Laura, the
current Provincial Superior,
has ministered across the
country in various
capacit ies.  Most
prominently, she has
shared her gift of music
through teaching,
directing, composing, and
performing.  As the music
teacher at Saint Basil
Academy and Manor
College, Sister Laura was
the impetus behind the
numerous musicals
performed by the students.
Her most notable

Caption: (from left to right) Sister Mary
Michael, Sister Laura, and Sister Theodosia

composit ion, the
magnificent cantata from
Bohdan Lepky’s poem “In
the Cathedral of St .
George”, has been
featured at various venues,
the most recent being the
2003 Music Tour of the
Sisters of the Order of
Saint Basil the Great
combined choir from
Ukraine and the United
States.  Sister Laura has
also served as the House
Superior for the Fox Chase
convent, ensuring the
many daily functions were
coordinated and ran
smoothly.

Sister Mary
Michael has also been a
teacher, in Chicago, IL,
New York City, NY,
Parma, OH, and
Philadelphia, PA.  Sister
Michael has traveled a
great amount in her
ministr ies, teaching
seminarians and catechists
in Ukraine, where she also
worked with orphans.  She
spent t ime in Brazi l
establishing a foundation,
then assisted the formation
process.  She also served
in Rome, Italy at the
Generalate, the Sisters’
world-wide headquarters,
as General Bursar and
General Councilor.  When
she wasn’t cal led to
various parts of the world,

she became a Licensed
Practical Nurse, working at
Holy Redeemer Hospital in
Philadelphia.

Sister Theodosia
has also taught in
numerous parishes;
Watervliet, NY, New York
City, NY, Hamtramck, MI,
Philadelphia, PA, and at
Saint Basil Academy, Fox
Chase Manor, PA.  She is
currently in her second term
as principal at St. George’s
School in New York City.
Sister Theodosia has also
traveled the world to
teach, as the Academic
Dean at the Padagogical-
Catechetical School in
Ivano-Frankiosk in Ukraine
she worked with the
training of catechists.
During the second half of
the 1970’s into the mid
‘80’s she served as
Provincial Superior for the
Fox Chase Province.

In their 60 years of
ministry these three women
have touched more lives

than anyone could
possibly count.  They have
served as a visible symbol
of the love of God, and
have inspired many to
follow the divine example
of Jesus Christ.  For this
and everything else they
have accomplished we
wish the “Many Happy
Years”!!

The Sisters of the
Order of Saint Basil the
Great are a worldwide
religious community.  They
respond to the needs of
God’s people today,
embodying the welcoming
presence of the Lord.  In
leading uniquely effective
and innovative ministries in
education, spir i tual
direction, evangelization,
and lay collaboration, they
bring the rich traditions and
mysteries of the Eastern
Church to those they
encounter.  For more
information concerning this
rich heritage, please call
215.379.3998 or visit us
at www.stbasils.com.



The 78th Annual Pilgrimage,
Under the Protection of the
Mother of God, held on the

grounds of the Motherhouse of
the Sisters of the Order of Saint
Basil the Great, is scheduled for:
Saturday, October 3rd  and
Sunday, October 4th (2009)

If you missed last year’s amazing event,
don’t let this moving experience pass you by again.

Save the Date!!

Mark your Calendars!!

This year’s theme is “Mother of God, Omophor of Life”.
The services will be bilingual; Ukrainian and English.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2009
6:00 PM Mystery of Reconciliation (Confession)
7:00 PM Candlelight Procession
7:15 PM Akathist to the Mother of God
8:00 PM Young Adult Dialogue

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2009
9:00 AM Mystery of Reconciliation (Confession)
10:30 AM Gather for Procession
11:00 AM Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
1:00 PM to 5:00 PM Food Service
1:45 PM Children’s Program
2:45 PM Procession / Moleben

Mystery of Holy Anointing (Healing)
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Fox Chase Manor, PA - August 12, 2009

Beginning in 1912, the Sisters of the Order of
Saint Basil the Great ran a well-populated orphanage in
Chesapeake City, Maryland.  This orphanage provided
not only food and shelter for the children in its care, but
also love, education, and a sense of purpose.  The
orphanage closed its doors in the 1980’s when there
were no longer orphans who needed care from the
Sisters.

But, for one all too brief evening, the sound of
orphan children playing, sleeping, swimming, learning,
and growing to maturity were alive in people’s minds
again.  On Thursday, July 23, 2009, renowned author
Dr. Alexander Lushnycky provided insight on and told
anecdotes about the history of the Chesapeake City
orphanage.  Speaking to a crowd of over 50 at the
Sisters’ Basilian Spirituality Center, Dr. Lushnycky gave a
very mesmerizing presentation on the orphanage and its
success.  This information had been compiled by Dr.
Lushnycky, while researching his newly released book -
Ukrainians of the Delaware Valley.  Though the orphanage
has been closed for many years, it still touches and
influences the lives and families of the many who grew to
adulthood under the loving and watchful eyes of the
Sisters.

Sisters Host Book-signing and
Presentation by Esteemed Author

Photo: Dr. Alexander Lushnycky
presenting his book "Ukrainians
of the Delaware Valley."

The memorable evening started with a brief prayer ceremony led by Metropolitan Archbishop
Stefan Soroka, with co-celebrants Msgr. Peter Waslo and Father George Worschak.  This event, as
noted by Sister Laura Palka, OSBM, Provincial Superior in her welcome and introduction was held
on the feast of Our Lady of Pochayiv, who is honored in the Sisters’ grotto and shrine.  The evening
concluded with a book signing and a brief reception with casual conversation with Dr. Lushnycky.

The Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great are a worldwide religious community.  They
respond to the needs of God’s people today, embodying the welcoming presence of the Lord.  In
leading uniquely effective and innovative ministries in education, spiritual direction, evangelization,
and lay collaboration, they bring the rich traditions and mysteries of the Eastern Church to those they
encounter.  For more information concerning this rich heritage, please call 215.379.3998 or visit us
at www.stbasils.com.
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"Ukrainians of the Delaware Valley" Book-signing
at SS. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church in

Williamstown, NJ

Dr. Alexander Lushnycky
presented his book
"Ukrainians of the
Delaware Valley" to the
parishioners of SS. Peter
and Paul Ukrainian
Cathol ic Church in
Williamstown, NJ on
August 2, 2009.

The book documents
the history of "Ukrainians
of the Delaware Valley."
Dr. Lushnycky spoke of
how the book is not just
for you, but the book is
for others, it is for future
generations to know
their great heritage.

Watch a video of the book-signing on our blog.
www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

Photos: Tanya Bilyj



Archeparchy of Philadelphia
Office of the Chancellor

Rev. Stepan Bilyk is incardinated in the Archeparchy of Philadelphia upon his excardination
from the Eparchy of Stamford. He is appointed Pastor of Transfiguration of Our Lord
Church in Shamokin, PA and Administrator of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Church in Centralia, PA.

Rev. Mark Fesniak is released as Pastor of Transfiguration of Our Lord Church in Shamokin, PA and as
Administrator of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Centralia, PA. He is appointed Pastor
of St. Nicholas Church in Minersville, PA and Administrator of Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church
in Middleport, PA.

Rev. Archpriest Michael Hutsko is released as Pastor of St. Nicholas Church in Minersville, PA and as
Administrator of Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Middleport, PA. He is granted a six month
leave of absence per his request.

Rev. Petro Semenych is released as Pastor of St. Michael Church in Cherry Hill, NJ. He is excardinated
from the Archeparchy of Philadelphia and incardinated in the Eparchy of Kolomyia-Chernivtsi, Ukraine per
his request.

Msgr. Peter D. Waslo is appointed Temporary Administrator of St. Michael Church in Cherry Hill, NJ.

These take effect 1 September, 2009

Msgr. Peter D. Waslo is appointed Protosyncellus of the Archeparchy of Philadelphia. This appointment
begins 10 August, 2009.
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The countdown to Census Day is underway! With one of the shortest questionnaires in history, the 2010
Census will take only about 10 minutes for the average household to complete.

The census population totals determine which states gain or lose representation in Congress. It also
determines the amount of state and federal funding communities receive over the course of the decade.
2010 Census data will directly affect how more than $4 trillion is allocated to local, state and tribal
governments over the next 10 years. In order for this funding allocation to be accomplished fairly and
accurately, every person living in the United States must be counted on April 1, 2010. The facts gathered
in the census also help shape decisions for the rest of the decade about public health, neighborhood
improvements, transportation, education, senior services and much more.

All responses are used for statistical purposes only, and all are strictly confidential. The U.S. Census Bureau
does not ask about the legal status of respondents in any of its surveys and census programs. Language
guides in 59 languages, including Ukrainian, will be available on request.

For more in information, visit the 2010 Census Web site at http://www.2010census.gov

CENSUS DAY



CAPTIVE NATIONS 50th ANNIVERSARY
COMMEMORATED IN WASHINGTON, DC

Washington, DC (UNIS) – To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the original 1959 congressional
resolution, the National Captive Nations Committee (NCNC) sponsored a daylong event dedicated to those
countries that have freed themselves from communism, as well as to those still suffering the perils of dictatorship.
On Wednesday, July 22, 2009, several dozen representatives of various ethnic communities and friends of
freedom gathered at the Victims of Communism Memorial at the corner of New Jersey and Massachusetts
Avenues, NW to pay tribute to those innocent victims of communism.

The day’s events began with brief remarks from NCNC Director of Public Relations and Chairman of the
Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation (VOCMF), Dr. Lee Edwards, who characterized the fight against
communism as an endless war.   Rev. Robert Hitchens, Rector of St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary and
Administrator of the Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family delivered a very inspiring invocation:
“Hear us this day as we gather to commemorate 50 years of bearing witness to our sisters and brothers
through out the world who suffer and endure tyranny and subjugation at the hands of totalitarian governments
that seek to extinguish the living fire of human freedom and self-determination and to kill the human spirit.”
Various ethnic communities and their representatives placed wreaths or flowers at the base of the Memorial
to remember those who have suffered under Communist oppression.  Michael Sawkiw, Jr., Director of the
Ukrainian National Information Service (UNIS) and also NCNC Executive Secretary, read President Barack
Obama’s 2009 Captive Nations Week proclamation.  A moment of silence was offered for all who have

fought against communism and continue to struggle against it.

NATIONAL CAPTIVE NATIONS COMMITTEE INC.
P.O. BOX 1171  •   WASHINGTON, D.C. 20013  •   (202) 547-0018

Participants at the Victims of Communism Memorial. (Photo by Peter Alunans)
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Blessing of Fruit on the Feast of the
Transfiguration of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ

Rev. Ivan Demkiv blessed fruit at the Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia,
PA on August 6, 2009, on the Feast of the
Transfiguration.  Blessing of the first fruits of
the earth occurs on this day in order to give
thanks to God.

Photos: Teresa Siwak

 
                             Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family 

  60

th

 Jubilee Committee 

                               4250 Harewood Road, NE    •     Washington, DC 20017 
                        Website: www.ucns-holyfamily.org    

 
 

SAVE THE DATE… 
 

HOLY FAMILY TO COMMEMORATE 

60
TH

 PARISH JUBILEE 
 

 
Washington, DC (UCNS) – On Sunday, October 11, 2009, the Ukrainian Catholic National 
Shrine of the Holy Family, 4250 Harewood Road, NE, Washington, DC, will celebrate its 60th 
Parish Jubilee with a hierarchical Divine Liturgy and banquet.  The commemoration begins with 
a Jubilee liturgy at 11am celebrated by His Grace Stefan Soroka, Archbishop and Metropolitan 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, and co-celebrated with clergy of the 
Philadelphia Archeparchy.  
 
Following the hierarchical Divine Liturgy, a parish photograph will be taken.  The daylong 
celebration will also include a Jubilee Banquet to be held at 2pm in the parish hall with musical 
interlude.  Featured during the banquet will be brief historical snapshots of the Holy Family’s 
60-year parish history.  



Caritas in Veritate, Charity
in Truth, is the recent
encyclical from Pope
Benedict XVI.  It addresses
the global economic crisis
by discussing the moral
aspects of economics,
poverty, human rights and
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
responsibility.

An encyclical is a letter
from the Pope that serves
as a teaching document.
This is Pope Benedict XVI’s
third encyclical. It does not
offer new Church dogma,
but reiterates important
teachings that already
exist .  As everyday
Catholics, what do we
learn from Caritas in
Veritate?  How does this
document call us to live
our faith?

The encyclical says, “If we
love others with charity,
then first of all we are just
towards them. Not only is
justice not extraneous to
charity, not only is it not
an alternative or parallel
path to charity: justice is
inseparable from charity,
and intrinsic to it.” (6)

Charity goes beyond
justice.

It also says, “To love
someone is to desire that
person’s good and to take
effective steps to secure it.
Besides the good of the
individual, there is the
good that is linked to living

Putting Caritas in Veritate into practice
By A. B. Hill

in society: the common
good. It is the good of ‘all
of us,’ made up of
individuals, families and
intermediate groups who
together constitute society.
It is the good that is sought
not for its own sake, but
for the people who belong
to the social community
and who can only really
and effectively pursue their
good within it.” (7)

To desire the common
good and strive towards
it is a requirement of justice
and charity.

Caritas in Veritate implores
us to ask, are we practicing
charity in our family or in
our local community?  Do
our consumer choices
reflect our social and
moral responsibility to
defend human life, treat
people fairly, protect
creation or otherwise
reflect Catholic social
teaching?  Are we taking
action to advance justice?

Pursuing charity, justice
and the common good is
at the core of the mission
of the Pennsylvania
Cathol ic Conference
(PCC).  As the public affairs
agency for the Catholic
Church in the
Commonwealth, PCC
advocates for many issues
that advance or defend
these principles before our
state government.  We are
blessed to live in a system

of government where even
ordinary citizens have a
hand in promoting justice.
Everyone can get involved.

The Pennsylvania Catholic
Advocacy Network is one
way Catholics can respond
to the call of Caritas in
Veritate. The grassroots
advocacy network
presents the collective
voice of conscientious
ci t izens to state
lawmakers. The network
along with the PCC
Institute for Public Policy
provides education about
key issues and alerts
concerned activists when
action is needed.

With increasing economic
distress, pressure for health
care reform, threats to
human life and the human
family, and compromised
resources for educating

our children, now more
than ever, Catholics need
to step up their moral
responsibility to work for
truth in charity, justice and
the common good.  We
can do our part to improve
the global situation by
taking action here in
Pennsylvania.

Sign up for the
Pennsylvania Catholic
Advocacy Network and
explore the PCC Institute
for Publ ic Pol icy at
www.pacatholic.org.

Hill is Communications
Director of the
Pennsylvania Catholic
Conference – the public
affairs arm of
Pennsylvania’s Catholic
bishops and the Catholic
dioceses of Pennsylvania.
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Set sail for Bermuda 
With 

St. Stephen Ukrainian Catholic Church, Toms River, NJ 
 

  Date:    June 06 – 13, 2010 
  Itinerary: : New York;   Kings Wharf, Bermuda;   New York 
   

  Price:       Inside cabin from:       $ 882.00 pp (port, tax & donation included)  
Outside cabin from:    $1022.00 pp (port, tax& donation included) 
Balcony cabin from:   $1332.00 pp (port, tax & donation included) 

Prices based on double occupancy - Insurance and gratuities additional 

  Ship:         “Norwegian Dawn” 

 

    
          

 Bermuda Cruise Raffle 
 Grand Prize:      Balcony Cabin for Two (2) on above Bermuda Cruise 
  2nd Prize:             Flat Screen LCD HDTV (Donated by Meest-America) 
  3rd Prize:       18K Yellow / White Gold Diamond & Pearl Ring 
        (Donated by Nicholas & Alexandra Jewelers, Doylestown, PA) 

$5.00 per ticket  
To purchase raffle tickets by mail, make checks payable to St. Stephen’s Church, and send to: 

Zenia’s Travel Club LLC , 46 Muirfield Rd, Jackson, NJ   08527 
 

Drawing on March 13, 2010 at St. Stephen’s Flea Market - License # RL-5885 
 

Call Zenia for cruise details:  732-928-3792  



 

Women’s Day  

of Recollection 

 

hosted by St. Nicholas  

Ukrainian Catholic  Church 

Millville, NJ 08332 

Speaker:  

Three talks by Sister Marina Bochnewich, OSBM 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Saturday,  October 24th, 2009 
12 noon -5 p.m. (lunch included) 

$5 at the door 
 

Consider this: 

   Visitation of St. Nicholas Church an Eastern Rite 
Catholic Church in full communion   

with the Pope of Rome. 
Inspiring talks given by the Religious Sister, as well as 
the opportunity for  reflection  and spiritual direction. 

Attending the Divine Liturgy ( Mass) and learning 
about the vitality that Eastern Christian worship and 
spirituality adds to the Catholic Church as a whole.  

 

For further information contact   

June Dupnock at 856-825-1908 or  

Fr. Ivan Turyk at 732-505-6053   

aphinagor@hotmail.com 

Truly Living in Today’s World  
and  Circumstances  
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Annual Flea Market - Spaces available to rent for $15 (one car length
per space). White Elephant Table will be available. To rent a space,
please call Fran at 215-795-2539.

Our delicious pierogy and other foods will also be available to buy.

Our Church will also be open for tours.

NEED MORE INFO? Call Helene 215-343-3948 (if no answer, please
leave name and phone number and a return call will be made within
1day)

ANNUAL FLEA MARKET- Warrington, PA

ST. ANNE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
1545 Easton Road, Warrington, PA 18976

Saturday, October 3, 2009 from 9a to 3 p

A Note from St. Anne's regarding Pierogy Sales...

PIEROGY SALES RESUME: Wednesday, September 9 through December 16. Call on Wednesdays
between 9a and 12p - 215-343-9809 - to place your order. If you would like pick-up from 6 to 7 pm,
please tell us when ordering. Regular pick-up is from 12:30 to 3p

CENTENNIAL

2009 "Philadelphia Ukrainian Festival"
Commemorating the 100th Anniversary of the

Ukrainian-American Citizens' Association
847 N. Franklin St. Philadelphia, PA 19123

Ukieclub.com

Saturday, September 26th, 2009
Festival: 11am - 6pm

Vendors
Entertainment

Dancers
Bar-b-que

Children's Activities
Ukrainian Food Kitchen Open 11-3

Zabava 9pm - ?
Dance to the sounds of the Fourth Wave Band

Sunday, September 27th, 2009
Festival: 11am - 6pm

Vendors
Entertainment

Dancers
Children's Activities

Bar-b-que
Ukrainian Food Kitchen Open 11-4

Admission is $3.00 receive a commemorative pin on both days
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September 1 – Meeting of Endowment Fund Boards
for St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary and the
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of Immaculate Conception

September 3 – Reception for Bishop John Bura at
Bishops’ Residence

September 8 – Mystery of Ordination of candle-
bearer, reader, cantor, sub-deacon and deacon of
Ruslan Romanyuk at Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of
Immaculate Conception on Feast of Nativity of Blessed
Virgin Mary

September 9 - Participate in Philadelphia
Protopresbyterate meeting at Basilian Spirituality Center,
Fox Chase Manor, PA

September 10 – Archieparchial Finance Council
meeting

September 13 – Parish visitation, St. John the Baptist
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Newark, NJ

September 15 – Archieparchial Pilgrimage meeting

September 16 – Meeting with Ukrainian Catholic
Religious Superiors of USA

September 17-19 – St. Basil College 70th Symposium,
Stamford, CT

September 20 – Parish visitation, Ss. Peter and Paul
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Williamstown, NJ

September 20 – Mystery of Ordination to Priesthood
of Ruslan Romanyuk at Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral
of Immaculate Conception, 3:30 p.m.

September 20-24 – Archieparchial Clergy Retreat,
Longbranch, NJ

September 22-23 – Pennsylvania Catholic
Conference, Harrisburg, PA

September 26 – Philadelphia Ukrainian Festival,
Ukrainian American Citizens’ Association

September 27 – Parish visitation, St. Paul Ukrainian
Catholic Church, Ramsey, NJ

October 3-4 – Archieparchial Pilgrimage, Sisters of
the Order of St. Basil the Great, Fox Chase Manor,
PA

October 6-7 – Meeting of Philadelphia Catholic
Bishops, Ventnor, NJ

October 8 – NRB Research Committee meeting re:
Causes and Context of Sexual Abuse

October 11 – 60th anniversary of Ukrainian Catholic
Shrine of the Holy Family, Washington, D.C.

October 17 – Mystery of Ordination of Candle-
bearer, Reader, Cantor, and Sub-deacon for Charles
H. Schultz, Paul M. Spotts, and Roman Oprysk;Mystery
of Ordination of Deacon for Charles H. Schultz and
Paul M. Spotts at Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of
Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia

October 18 – 100th Anniversary celebrations of Ss.
Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church, Berwick,
PA

October 21 – Day of Prayer and Reflection on
Religious Life by clergy and religious of Archeparchy
of Philadelphia and Eparchy of Stamford at St. Basil’s
College, Stamford, CT

October 24 – Pastoral visitation, St. Basil Ukrainian
Catholic Church, Chesapeake, MD

October 25 – Pastoral visitation, St. Nicholas Ukrainian
Catholic Church, Wilmington, DE

October 27-28 – Clergy Conference, Archeparchy
of Philadelphia

October 31 – Pastoral visitation, Patronage of Blessed
Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, McAdoo, PA

November 1 – Pastoral visitation, St. Michael
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Hazleton, PA

METROPOLITAN STEFAN’S SCHEDULE FOR
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER, 2009
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To celebrate the Feast of SS Peter and Paul, a Parish Family Picnic was held in SS Peter
and Paul, Ukrainian Catholic Church Hall, Plymouth, PA on Sunday July 12, 2009.
Administrator Rev. Roman Petryshak Mrs. Natalya and Damyon Patryshak, members of
the Parish their family and friends were in attendance for a great day of good food
and games. Also members of Transfiguration of Our Lord, U.C.C., Nanticoke, PA were
invited to join in with the festivities. Photos of the affair were supplied by Richard Barno.

Parish Family Picnic at SS Peter and Paul
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Plymouth, PA



Hardly anybody listens to
radio today. Digital
television, CD players,
Blue Ray players,
computers streaming
sound and images through
the internet, and other
modern marvels have
replaced radio as a source
of entertainment and
information in the twenty-
first century.

Holy Spirit Radio is on our
radio dial at 1570AM
waiting to be heard. It is
not a place to find the time,
weather, or traffic reports.
Holy Spirit radio is a
stat ion to bring us
inspiration and hope.
When station manager
Patrick McCabe invited the
staff of St. Mary Church’s
Jerusalem Gazette to
appear on Holy Spirit
Radio’s “Finding the
Kingdom” program on
Friday, June 19 they were
thrilled and honored.
[Photo’s taken at WISP
radio station]  The radio
station is a single story
house on the outskirts of
Doylestown. It is easy to
recognize because of the
four tall radio towers,
which sprouted up form the
backyard. Patrick came out
and greeted everyone and
escorted them into a
conference room, where
he solicited background
information and the
preferred pronunciation of
their names. From there the
group went into the studio,

a room that was
dominated by four huge
microphones.

After conducting seemingly
endless bits of business,
Patrick interviewed Pete
Letenauchyn, Catechist,
Rel igious Education
coordinator, and editor of
the Jerusalem Gazette.
Pete said, “I was prepared
to speak about our
experiences writing the
stories for the Jerusalem
Gazette. Patrick surprised
me when he began asking
for background on the
Ukrainian Catholic Church.
I hope I did a good job.”

Nick Horvath was the first
student to be interviewed.

Afterward Nick said, “This
was a great experience. I
was happy to participate,
but all of the waiting made
me nervous.”

Patrick interviewed Mary
Horvath next. Mary and
each of the students gave
very good answers to
Patrick’s questions. It was
obvious that these students
were doing their best for
the interview. Mary said
that she did several jobs
for the “newspaper” stories
including brainstorm buddy
and chatter charter.

Grace Horvath was the
next student to be
interviewed. She expressed
her enthusiasm for the

project and said she
hoped to do more issues
of the Jerusalem Gazette.

Kaitlyn Tracey expressed
that the project was fun,
but it required hard work.
Kaitlyn said that she when
she was the discussion
director; she had to give
directions to everyone else
and was responsible for
keeping the project
moving. Patrick seemed
pleased with the ability of
St. Mary Church’s students
to express themselves for
the radio audience. They
spoke audibly, provided
clear, concise answers,

Radio Days

St. Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church (Bristol, PA) Religious Education Students
and their Catechist were featured live on Holy Spirit Radio 1570 AM during
the "Finding the Kingdom" program on June 19, 2009.

They talked about the Ukrainian Catholic Church and articles written by the
students for special editions of the classroom paper the "Jerusalem Gazette.”

The radio interview is archived on Holy Spirit Radio’s website, “Finding the
Kingdom” program on June 19, 2009 at http://www.holyspiritradio.org/
wisplive/WISPLive Main.htm

(continued on next page)

By Pete Letenauchyn
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Saturday, September 19, 2009, from 4:00 to 7:00
P.M.: The Presentation Ukrainian Catholic Church will
host “A Traditional Ukrainian Dinner” at its social
hall, 1564 Allentown Road, Lansdale (Towamencin
Township), PA. Enjoy generous portions of tasty
homemade Ukrainian ethnic foods and baked goods:
Pyrohy; Holubtsi; Kovbasa, Sauerkraut, Breads,
Beverages, and Desserts. Also, listen to traditional and
contemporary Ukrainian folk and pop music. Dinner
Tickets are $10.00 per person at the door with seating
in the social hall. For advance tickets or more information,
call 215-808-5603. Take-outs are available.

September 20, 2009: Ordination of Ruslan Romanyuk
at the Cathedral, 3:30 p.m., Philadelphia, PA.

September 21-24:  Priest Retreat in Long Branch, NJ.

September 26 & 27, 2009: Ukrainian American
Citizen's Association: Philadelphia Ukrainian Festival.  847
N. Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA.   www.ukieclub.com

October 3-4, 2009: 78th Annual Pilgrimage of the
Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great (Fox Chase,
PA) www.stbasils.com

October 3, 2009: St. Anne Ukrainian Catholic Church
Annual Flea Market. 9am-3pm. 1545 Easton Rd,
Warrington, PA.

October 9-11, 2009: 71st Annual Convention League
of Ukrainian Catholics of America, Green Tree, PA.
www.luc.netne.net

October 11, 2009:  60th Parish Jubilee, Ukrainian
Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family, 4250
Harewood Road, NE, Washington, DC 20017 at 11am.
www.ucns-holyfamily.org

October 17, 2009: Ordination at Cathedral, 11:00am.

October 24, 2009: Women's Day of Recollection at St.
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, Millville, NJ. 12noon-
5pm.  For information call 732-505-6053.

October 27-28, 2009: Clergy Conference - Cathedral

November 8, 2009: 125th Anniversary of St. Michael's
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, 114 South Chestnut
Street, Shenandoah, PA 17976.  2:00pm Liturgy, 5:00pm
Reception at St. Nicholas Hall, Primrose, PA. For more
information e-mail: stmichaelsukrainian@verizon.net

January 30, 2010: St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic
School in Phi ladelphia, PA Alumni Reunion.
www.stjosaphatchurch.com

Pictures from Ukrainian
Independence Day

celebrations will be in the
next issue of "The Way"

and seemed to understand what radio was about.
Only once did someone nod their head in agreement
instead of speaking their answer.

To close the program, the contingent chanted the
Easter Tropar, “Christ is Risen.” Everyone sounded
great. Finally, Patrick thanked everyone, especially
Steven Schaeber, Sr., Grand Knight for the Pokrova
Council #13561 Knights of Columbus, who facilitated
the appearance of St. Mary Religious Education
students on Holy Spirit Radio.

After the program, Patrick took everyone into the
recording studio where the students recorded station
identification for Holy Spirit Radio. It was played on
the air right after the program. Everyone laughed at
hearing their voices on the radio – especially, the
surprise ending – a deep man voice from Nick!

Article re-printed from the Knights of Columbus,
Pokrova Council #13561, “July-August Newsletter”

Radio Days
(continued from previous page)


