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Fox Chase Pilgrimage 10/3/09 and 10/4/09
“We magnify you, O Holy Mother of God and

we beseech protection under your veil.”

Sr. Laura Palka, OSBM, led in singing a hymn in both Ukrainian and English to
the Mother of God, Omophor of Life, which was this year's theme of the 78th
Annual Pilgrimage under the Protection of the Mother of God.  (Among those
pictured are Very Rev. Philip Sandrick, OSBM, Bishop Paul Chomnycky, OSBM,
Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka, Bishop Basil Losten, Rev. Archpriest
Daniel Troyan, and Deacon Paul J. Makar).

(continued on next page)

(Photo: Teresa Siwak)It has become a tradition
for many years that at the
beginning of the month of
October the clergy and
faithful of our Archdiocese
take part in a Pilgrimage
on the Feast Day of the
Protection of the Mother
of God, which takes place
at the monastery of the
Sisters of St. Basil the
Great in Fox Chase,
Jenkintown, PA.

This year’s seventy eighth
pilgrimage began on
Saturday, October 3rd,
2009 with a Young Adult
Gathering.  Those in
attendance included youth
from New York, local
parishes and students from
Saint Basil Academy. In a
candlelight procession, the
youth arrived at the Shrine
of Our Lady of Pochayiv,
where clergy, sisters and
faithful gathered. The
Akathist to the Mother of
God was celebrated. The
main Celebrant was
Metropolitan-Archbishop
Stefan Soroka and the
Homilist was Very Rev. Ivan
Kaszczak. The clergy of the

Philadelphia deanery led
the responses.

The Young Adult Dialog
was held in the Basilian
Spirituality Center under the
direction of Very Rev. Ivan

Kaszczak, Rev. Myron
Myronyuk, Sister Dia
Stasiuk, OSBM and Sister
Maria Rozmarynowycz,
OSBM. During this
evening, the youth had a
wonderful opportunity for

communicat ion and
spiritual reflections.

On Sunday, October 4th
a Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy was celebrated in
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Fox Chase Pilgrimage
(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)

the auditorium. The main
Celebrant and Homilist
was Metropol i tan
Archbishop Stefan Soroka.
The Concelebrants were
Bishop Paul Chomnycky,
OSBM, Bishop Basi l
Losten, Very Rev. Philip
Sandrick, OSBM, Rev.
Archpriest Daniel Troyan,
Deacon Paul J. Makar,
Deacon Claudio Marconi,
as well as other priests of
the Philadelphia and
Stamford dioceses.
Seminarians of St .
Josaphat Ukrainian
Catholic Seminary in
Washington, DC,
accompanied the Liturgy
with their melodious
singing of responses.

In his sermon Metropolitan
Stefan talked about the
Mother of God, Omophor
of Life, which was this
year’s theme of the
pilgrimage. Metropolitan
Stefan spoke of how
prayers are strongest
when people gather in
Jesus’ name.  The Mother
of God extends her
Omophor of Life over all
her children, encouraging
us to gather in prayer and
community.  This Holy
Feast of the Protection of
the Mother of God
reminds us when the Feast
began and how people
gathered in their church
dedicated to the Mother
of God in Constantinople
when they were facing a
great threat.  They

gathered in the church,
they prayed all night, and
after the service, St.
Andrew saw a vision of
the Mother of God
kneeling in prayer with
tears flowing down her
cheeks.  She then removed
her veil and stretched it
out over all the people.
The Mother of God came
to protect her people and
to save them.
Metropoli tan Stefan
explained that the Blessed
Mother is constant ly
among her people,
constantly praying and
devoting herself to them.
Her veil has always been
extended over the
struggling faithful then and
today.  Her love and care
are ever present and
persistent; it never gives up
regardless of the barriers
placed before her.  She
models for us hope and
encouragement as we
pursue our life in God’s
ways.

At the end of Liturgy the
Provincial Superior of the
monastery, Sr. Laura
Palka, OSBM sincerely
thanked al l for their
participation.  Sr. Laura
also led in singing a hymn
in both Ukrainian and
English to the Mother of
God, Omophor of Life.

On Sunday in the
afternoon, Sr. Lydia Anna
Sawka, OSBM, conducted
the program for children.
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Fox Chase Pilgrimage
(continued from previous page)

Youth Program with Sr. Lydia Anna Sawka, OSBM

See more pictures and watch video clips
from the pilgrimage on our blog.

www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

Sr. Lydia also spoke about
the Feast of Protection. Sr.
Lydia gave an example to
the children of how when
they are frightened by a
storm, do they sometimes
try to hide under their
blanket for protection.  Sr.
Lydia spoke of how a long
time ago in
Constantinople when an
enemy was attacking the
city, the frightened people
prayed all night and in the
morning they saw the
Blessed Mother standing
above their church. She
took off her veil and she
covered the whole city in
the sky with her veil, and
the enemy ran away.  Sr.
Lydia explained that the
Blessed Mother protected
them, and that’s why we
call Mary, The Protectress.
The Blessed Mother
protects us and she saves
us.  Afterwards, the
children made an art
project where they each
colored their own Icon of
the Protection of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and
pasted a decorated white
piece of fel t , as the
omophor draped between
the hands of the Blessed
Mother to protect us.

Moleben to the Blessed
Mother of God was
celebrated by Bishop Paul
Chomnycky, OSBM, in the
presence of  Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan Soroka,
accompanied by priests
and the singing of the choir

of St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian
Catholic Church from
Elizabeth, NJ, led by Rev.
Joseph Szupa.  The
homilist was Bishop Paul,
who addressed the faithful
about how each and every
one of us in our daily lives
must carry our daily
crosses.  Bishop Paul said
that we not only carry our
daily crosses but we gain
strength in our daily lives
by embracing our crosses
and that the Lord supports
us.  When we embrace
and carry our crosses, we
can be full of peace and
full of serenity even at
times of great difficulty in
our lives.  When we look
at the life of the Mother of
God, we see also that her
life was full of many
difficulties, many crosses.
Yet when we read the
Gospel we can say that
she was always very
serene, always full of
peace, despite all of the
turbulent events of her life.
Why?  Because she was
faithful to the crosses that
the Lord placed upon her
shoulders.  Bishop Paul
explained that the cross is
the foundation of our faith.
The cross was the
fundamental element in the
life of the Holy Mother of
God as well and she never
forgot this and she was
always faithful to her
crosses.

The Mystery of Holy
Anointing (Healing) took

place after Moleben, where
the faithful received the
blessing and anointing with
the holy oil for the healing
of soul and body.

During these wonderful
autumn days the pilgrims
had a beautiful opportunity
for spiritual renewal as well
as once again to ask our

Heavenly Protectress for
help and intercession for
themselves and their
families. May all our
prayers and requests be
heard. Holy Mother of
God, save us, pray for us
and protect us under your
omophor of life!

-Teresa Siwak
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Fox Chase Pilgrimage

Photos from Moleben - October 4, 2009

St. Basil Academy Choir: St. Vladimir's, Elizabeth, NJ

(Photos: Teresa Siwak)
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Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical Council

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come. Give glory
to your son, so that your son may glorify you, just as you gave him authority over
all people, so that he may give eternal life to all you gave him. Now this is eternal
life, that they should know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent,
Jesus Christ. I glorified you on earth by accomplishing the work that you gave me
to do. Now glorify me, Father, with you, with the glory that I had with you before
the world began. “I revealed your name to those whom you gave me out of the
world. They belonged to you, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your
word. Now they know that everything you gave me is from you, because the
words you gave to me I have given to them, and they accepted them and truly
understood that I came from you, and they have believed that you sent me. I pray
for them. I do not pray for the world but for the ones you have given me, because
they are yours, and everything of mine is yours and everything of yours is mine,
and I have been glorified in them. And now I will no longer be in the world, but
they are in the world, while I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your
name that you have given me, so that they may be one just as we are. When I

was with them I protected them in your name that you gave me, and I guarded them, and none of them was lost
except the son of destruction, in order that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you. I speak this
in the world so that they may share my joy completely. (Jn. 17:1 - 13)

This Counci l dealt
predominantly with the
controversy regarding icons
and their place in Christian
worship. It was convened
in Nicaea in 787 by
Empress Irene at the
request of Thrasios,
Patriarch of Constantinople.
The Council was attended
by 367 bishops.

Almost a century
before this, the iconoclastic
controversy had once more
shaken the foundations of
both Church and State in
the Byzant ine Empire.
Excessive religious respect
and the ascribed miracles
to icons by some members
of society, approached the
point of worship (due only
to God) and idolatry. This
instigated excesses at the
other extreme by which
icons were completely
taken out of the liturgical
life of the Church by the
Iconoclasts . The
Iconophilles, on the other-
hand, believed that icons

served to preserve the
doctrinal teachings of the
Church; they considered
icons to be man’s dynamic
way of expressing the
divine through art and
beauty.

The Counci l
decided on a doctrine by
which icons should be
venerated but not
worshipped. In answering
the Empress’ invitation to
the Council, Pope Hadrian
replied with a letter in which
he also held the position of
extending veneration to
icons but not worship, the
last befitting only God.

The decree of the
Council for restoring icons
to churches added an
important clause which still
stands at the foundation of
the rationale for using and
venerating icons in the
Church to this very day:
“We define that the holy
icons, whether in color,
mosaic, or some other
mater ial , should be

exhibi ted in the holy
churches of God, on the
sacred vessels and liturgical
vestments, on the walls,
furnishings, and in houses
and along the roads,
namely the icons of our Lord
God and Savior Jesus
Christ, that of our Lady the
Theotokos, those of the
venerable angels and those
of al l saint ly people.
Whenever these
representat ions are
contemplated, they will
cause those who look at
them to commemorate and
love their prototype. We
define also that they should
be kissed and that they are
an object of veneration and
honor (timitiki proskynisis),
but not of real worship
(latreia), which is reserved
for Him Who is the subject
of our faith and is proper
for the divine nature. The
veneration accorded to an
icon is in effect transmitted
to the prototype; he who
venerates the icon,

venerated in it the reality
for which it stands”.

The Council issued
also 22 canons relating to
administrat ive and
discipl inary matters,
condemning Simony
(ordination for payment),
the election of bishops by
secular authority, and the
erect ing of mixed
monasteries.

An Endemousa
(Regional) Synod was called
in Constantinople in 843.
Under Empress Theodora.
The veneration of icons was
solemnly proclaimed at the
St. Sophia’s Cathedral.
Monks and clergy came in
procession and restored the
icons in their rightful place.
The day was cal led
“Triumph of Orthodoxy.”
Since that time, this event
is commemorated yearly
with a special service on the
first Sunday of Lent, the
“Sunday of Orthodoxy”.

Seventh Ecumenical Council
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History of the
U.A.C.A.

On August 22,
1909 the Ukrainian
American Cit izens’
Association began with 35
memebers.

The years 1911
through 1915,  saw
continued growth in both
membership and
community activities.  A
central library was started
and blessed by Bishop
Ortynsky.  The English
language was taught to
immigrants to gain
citizenship, a music school
was started to create an
orchestra, and a bank was
established.  A significant
event was the purchase of
822 N. Franklin Street and
the building of a new hall
for weddings and affairs.

In the war years of
1916 to 1918 and in the
post war years the
Association provided
financial aid to Ukrainian
causes and assisted in
resett l ing Ukrainian
refugees arr iv ing in
America. Concerts were
held to raise money
needed for this endeavor.

In 1922, a
landmark achievement
occurred. The former
“Mercantile Hall”, located
at 847 N. Franklin Street

Ukrainian American Citizens' Association Centennial
September 26-27, 2009, Philadelphia, PA

Watch videos from the Centennial on our blog.
www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

"Kazka Ukrainian Folk Ensemble"

(Photos by: Teresa Siwak, Tanya Bilyj & Tatianna Bilyj on September 27)

Members from "Fralinger String Band" entertained the crowd by playing
a few Ukrainian songs in addition to traditional "Mummers" tunes.(continued on next page)
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was purchased. The new
hall was dedicated and
opened on December
3,1922.  The new Hall of
the Association rapidly
became the center of
community life.  It was here
that many and varied
Ukrainian organizations
were headquartered.

The Displaced
Persons Act of 1948
permitted over 300,000
immigrants to enter the
U.S.A.  The Association
responded by sponsoring
immigrants, providing
shelter and food to any in
need of such assistance,
assisting in learning English
and in general helping
them become acclimated
to life in Philadelphia.

In the spring of
1963, the Association
purchased the city block
bounded by Poplar Street
on the north and Parrish
Street on the south, Franklin
Street on the west and 7th

Street on the east. This
property was purchased
for the sum of
$40,000.00.

The short-sighted
City Redevelopment effort
and subsequent
deteriorat ion of the
neighorhood led to the
gradual decl ine in
membership and an
erosion of the financial
health of the Association.

By the late 1970's the
height of this trend was
reached as the movement
of Ukrainians to outlying
areas of the city was
completed.

The 1980's and
1990's saw the
involvement of a new
generation of Ukrainians
for the Association.  This
generation whose parents
immigrated to America
after World War II were
left with the task of re-
establ ishing the
Association.  The 75th
Anniversary celebrated in
1984 was testament to
the determination of this
new generation.

The new
Mil lennium adds yet
another generation of
Ukrainian descendants to
the Association.  Together
we strived to see the 100th
Anniversary of the
Ukrainian American
Citizens' Association.  There
are many challenges and
a steep road ahead, but
the many generations
working together will see
success.

(Article taken from the
Centennial Anniversary
Book by Maria Luba
Wikarczuk.)  Find out more
information about the
U.A.C.A. on their website
at www.ukieclub.com

Ukrainian American Citizens' Association Centennial
September 26-27, 2009, Philadelphia, PA

The September 27th 11a.m. Divine Liturgy at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, was dedicated
for God's blessing for the members of the Ukrainian
American Citizens' Association.  Rev. Ivan Demkiv spoke
of the U.A.C.A. during his homily and the congregation
sang Mnohaya Lita for them at the end of Liturgy.

Sonia Komar distributes Commemorative
Centennial Pins at the Admissions Table.

One of the many vendors at the Centennial

(continued from previous page)



8October 11, 2009

The Eparchy of St. Josaphat in Parma, Ohio,
welcomes Bishop John Bura

On Sunday, September 13,
2009, in the Cathedral of
St. Josaphat in Parma, clergy
and parishioners officially
welcomed the new Apostolic
Administrator of the diocese,
Bishop John Bura.

Bishop John was ordained
a priest on February 14,
1971.  During the course of
his service as a priest, he
served a number of parishes
in the diocese of
Philadelphia, including St.
Michael’s in Shenedoah,
Pennsylvania, the oldest
parish in the United States,
for eleven years.  Bishop
John also taught at St. Basil
Minor Seminary in Stamford for four years, and also served as rector of the St. Josaphat Seminary in
Washington for ten years (1987-97) prior to being ordained bishop on February 21, 2006 by Cardinal
Lubomyr Husar, head of the worldwide Ukrainian Church.

Bishop Bura was appointed Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia following his ordination and served under
Metropolitan Stephan Soroka up until his new appointment as Apostolic Administrator of St. Josaphat in
Parma on July 29, 2009.

Led by a procession, Bishop John was greeted at the doors of the Cathedral with bread and salt by Mrs. Lydia
Vyrsta, who said, “We pray that our merciful Lord strengthen you with all the grace needed for fruitful service
and leadership.  Please accept this bread and salt as a symbol of our respect and love for you.  May we serve
God together for many years.”  Anastasia Keller and Andrew Drozd then presented the bishop with bouquets
of beautiful flowers.

The Divine Liturgy was then celebrated by Bishop Bura, with Cathedral Pastor Fr. Michael Kulick and Associate
Pastor Fr. Vasyl Petriv concelebrating.  Also assisting the bishop were subdeacons Joseph Zappernick and
Dmytro Grytsyuk.  The Cathedral choir, directed by Anna Keller, sang the responses in majestic fashion,
providing a truly memorable beginning to this new era in the life of St. Josaphat Parish and Eparchy.  It is also
worth mentioning here that the bishop served all four of the parish Liturgies (one on Saturday evening and
three on Sunday), together with Frs. Kulick and Petriv.

Bishop John preached all four Liturgies, addressing his message to his priests, as well as the faithful.  With
grace and power his words linked recent events to the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross, reminding us that

(continued on next page)
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the glorification of the Son of God was preceded by the crucifixion.  “Without the cross there can be no glory!”
the bishop proclaimed.  Could these words become the motto for this eparchy’s new beginning?  Success in
the Lord’s service requires extraordinary effort and much sacrifice, self-dedication and sincere prayer.  Such
are the crosses we bear in our journey.  Escape from responsibilities and concern for pleasure are certainly
not methods by which we can achieve extraordinary things, neither in this life nor the next.

Bishop Bura also expressed gratitude toward his predecessor Bishop Robert Moskal, who served as bishop
of the Eparchy of St. Josaphat in Parma for the entire 25 years of its existence, and appealed to both the
clergy and the faithful to continue to pray for Bishop Robert and remember him in our Liturgies.

In closing his message, Bishop John implored, “There are only two things that I need for this journey:  God’s
grace and your help.”

After the Liturgy, the choir and the faithful sang several spirited rounds of Mnohaya Lita together, and a new
hope abounded.

Later that afternoon, all were invited by Fr. Ihor Kasiyan, pastor of St. Andrew in Parma, to participate in their
Fall Parish Picnic.  Bishop John enjoyed their hospitality, fellowship and delicious Ukrainian dishes, as he
continued familiarizing himself with his flock.  Pastors from neighboring parishes also attended the picnic, and
much good will was built in our Ukrainian Church in Parma.

-Fr. Vasyl Petriv
Translated from Ukrainian to English by Fr. Michael Kulick

The Eparchy of St. Josaphat in Parma, Ohio,
welcomes Bishop John Bura

(continued from previous page)
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Autobiography of Rev. Ruslan Romanyuk

I, Ruslan Romanyuk, was born
October 31, 1976 in the city of Chortkiv,
Ternopil province, Ukraine. I was born to
a family of teachers in which I was the
first son. My parents were my first teachers,
who taught me, to love God, the Church
and the people. The environment I grew
up in was also quite conducive in the
development of these traits and rooted in
me the desire to study theology.

After I finished high school in
1991, I wanted to enter the seminary,
but, having considered my still rather young
age at the time I decided to spend some
time in college, to mature and make sure
that priesthood was indeed my vocation, not merely a fad destined to disappear with the arrival of the
very first difficulties. God’s Providence, however, looked over me and helped my vocation grow.

In 1991, I began my studies in an agrarian college. It was the first step in my further effort better
to understand the world around me. It is undeniable that the environment shapes the formation of
people’s worldviews. All the hardships that I endured had a positive impact on the development of my
personality, helped me grow, taught me to respect myself and others and, if need be, extend the helping
hand to my fellow men. Obviously, all this ought to be developed throughout one’s life. In any event, my
life experiences brought me to a Ukrainian Greek-Catholic seminary, where I spent the next six years.
When asked why I actually decided to become a seminarian, I always reply with the words of the Lord, “You
did not choose me, but I chose you.” The vocation to the priesthood is indeed an inexplicable and
unfathomable gift from above.

After graduating from the seminary, having good grades and obtaining a favorable recommendation
from the rector, I was sent by my bishop to further studies in Rome, Italy. After spending three years there,
I received my licentiate degree in canon law. After my studies in Rome, I came to the United States and
my first place I stopped was Trenton. During the stay here, I saw how our people develop our culture,
tradition and care about their spiritual development; such a good environment helped me to develop my
call to serve God. In virtue of Metropolitan-Archbishop of Philadelphia Stefan Soroka I continued my
studies for the priesthood in the St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary, in Washington D.C. In addition
to complete my seminary studies last summer I completed one unit of Clinical Pastoral Education at St.
Mary’s Hospital in Langhorne, Pennsylvania. The program gave me an amazing opportunity realize once
again that I want to dedicate my life to serving God and people, and the example of the Good Samaritan
helped me in this.

After completing all studies, on September 20, 2009 I was ordained into the Holy priesthood by His
Grace Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka.

Married, have a son.
                                    -by Rev. Ruslan Romanyuk
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Left to right are Metropolitan-Archbishop
Stefan Soroka, Mrs. Romanyuk, and Rev.
Ruslan Romanyuk during their visit to the
Chancery on September 25th, 2009. Mrs.
Romanyuk took the opportunity to personally
express her gratitude for the opportunity to
have witnessed the ordination of her son,
Rev. Ruslan, to the holy Priesthood on the
previous Sunday in the Ukrainian Catholic
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
in Philadelphia. Mrs. Romanyuk was able
to arrange a one week visit from her native
Ukraine for this special occasion. God
bless her and Fr. Ruslan’s entire family in
ways only He can for their dedicated
formation of their son, Fr. Ruslan.

Mrs. Romanyuk visits the Chancery

125th Anniversary in Shenandoah

Fr. Oleksandr Dumenko and the Parish Family of St Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church in Shenandoah
extend a warm and cordial invitation to all who would like to join them the 125th Anniversary Celebration
of the Founding of First Ukrainian Parish in America in 1884. The Hierarchical Divine Liturgy will take place
on Sunday, November 8, 2009 at 2pm with Archbishop Stefan Soroka as Main Celebrant.

The  Jubilee Banquet will take place immediately afterwards at St. Nicholas Catering Hall, Route 901
Primrose, Minersville Pa,. If you are interested in receiving an invitation to this event, please contact Debra
Blaschak at 570.544.6579 or blaschak@comcast.net.  If you have questions about the Hierarchical Divine
Liturgy, please contact Rev. Oleksandr Dumenko at 570.462.0809 or stmichaelsukrainian@verizon.net. We
hope to welcome you on November 8th.

ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA
OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR

Reverend Daniel Troyan is appointed Director of the Archieparchial Evangelization Center.

Monsignor Peter D. Waslo is relieved as Temporary Administrator of St. Michael Church in Cherry Hill, NJ.

Reverend Ruslan Romanyuk is appointed Administrator of St. Michael Church in Cherry Hill, NJ.

These take effect October 1, 2009.



The clergy of the
Ukrainian Cathol ic
Archeparchy of
Philadelphia, together
with Metropol i tan-
Archbishop Stefan
Soroka, participated in
the annual c lergy
re t reat he ld f rom
Monday, September
21st through Thursday,
September 24th at St.
Alphonsus Retreat Center
located along the shore
in New Jersey. The
weather was ideal ,
fac i l i ta t ing much
fraternal sharing in
activities and fraternity
during the rest periods.
The fifty participants included a newly ordained priest, and a priest returning from a leave of absence.

Rev. Stephen Wojcichowsky, Director of the Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute in Ottawa, conducted
the retreat for the clergy. His presentations were informative and stimulating, challenging our thoughts
and perceptions as priests and deacons in the service of God and His faithful. Father Stephen used
various visual means to communicate his message to the clergy gathered in the retreat center meeting
room. This included the use of PowerPoint in presenting captions of various movies and events to illustrate his points.
Fr. Stephen’s style of presentation and his gentle manner and voice assured that all were attentive throughout
the conferences given. His concluding conference and homily gathered our thoughts as to the whole retreat. He
also challenged the clergy as to how we respond in being used as God’s instruments of His love and charity
towards one another and toward those whom we are called to serve. Particularly, Fr. Stephen focused on
the Sacrament of Reconciliation or Confession, asking whether the ‘kiss’ of God is conveyed in our fulfilling
this ministry.

The annual clergy retreat is a specially graced opportunity for the clergy to grow in their much needed fraternity
with one another. Priests are able to share thoughts and reflections about their individual spiritual journey
with their brother priests, privately and in groups. Priests pray with one another. The Divine Liturgy,
morning prayers, evening Vespers are celebrated together as one family. Forgiveness and guidance is
sought in the celebration of the Sacrament of Confession with a brother priest or with the retreat master.
The opportunity to socialize with one another, sharing in sporting and other activities, helps the clergy to grow
in their care and love for one another. In short, priests endeavor to be like the early apostles whom people
admired for their demonstrated love for one another.

The annual clergy retreat of 2009 was an especially gifted and grace-filled spiritual journey for the clergy who
participated. All our especially thankful to Rev. Stephen Wojcichowsky for his heartfelt sharing of himself, his
talents and gifts, and his spiritual insights with the brother priests of the archeparchy. God’s holy presence
was surely felt through him. God grant to his servant-priest, Fr. Stephen Wojcichowsky, His abundant
blessings, good health and many happy and blessed years!

A PRAYERFUL, ENJOYABLE AND HOLY CLERGY RETREAT
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Archbishop Stefan Soroka made his parish visitation to Ss. Peter
and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church in Williamstown, NJ on
September 20, 2009. When Archbishop Stefan and Rev. Paul
Labinsky entered the Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church,
Archbishop Stefan was greeted to the parish with bread and salt,
which is a traditional Ukrainian welcome.  After the 9:00 Liturgy, a
reception for Archbishop Stefan was held in their church hall.

Watch a video from Williamstown on our Blog.
www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

Archbishop Stefan's Parish Visitation to Williamstown, NJ

Archbishop Stefan Soroka and Rev. Paul LabinskyArchbishop Stefan is welcomed to the church.
(continued on next page)



Archbishop Stefan's Parish Visitation to Williamstown, NJ
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(continued from previous page)

Photos: Teresa Siwak & Tanya Bilyj

Archbishop Stefan says a prayer at the Reception.During the Liturgy.
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“Ridna Shkola” Sept., 2009
by Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka

+ C.I.X.!

I have often been in Ukraine in September at
the start of the new school year. It is always an
exciting time filled with celebration.  The school
children, their parents, the teachers and
administrators gather outside their school for a
welcoming ceremony. Part of that ceremony
involves the ringing of a bell, calling and
welcoming all the students for studies.  The
children are usually especially dressed up and
there is excitement and happiness in the air.

Ringing the bell ushers in the new school year.
Ringing the bell calls you to gather in your
classrooms so as to begin your classes.  In the
same way, on every Sunday, the church bells call the people of the villages and cities to come to church for
worship and prayer as one Christian family.  On Easter morning, the bells announce the Risen Christ!  At
weddings, the ringing of the bells announces the beginning of a new family unit.  The special sound of ringing
bells evokes a special feeling within us.  It tells us that something very special is happening. It arouses our
attention. It stirs our emotions to joy.

Today, something very special is happening for each of you, the students, teachers and administrators of this
Ridna Shkola.  The school bell is rung to initiate you into a new school year.  You are being called to new
growth.  You are being invited to take part in yet another journey in your life.  You are being asked to hold
hands with one another, as you come to realize how much you need one another in this journey. Student and
teacher will learn something new.  Everyone will grow in greater knowledge and skill. Your parents and family
will grow in pride for you.

There is a mystery to this special journey.  As you grow in knowledge of your Ukrainian language and culture,
you yourself will become like that ringing bell.  The more you learn about your Ukrainian heritage, the more
special will be the sound of your bell. Your knowledgeable identity of who you are as a Ukrainian will become

a source of pride and learning for so many
others.  You will come to announce the
specialness of being a Ukrainian to the world
around you.  You will evoke a love and
appreciation for the customs and traditions of
our rich nationality as Ukrainians.  You will ring
to the world the importance of our beloved
Ukraine.  You are so important,  If not you, then
who will ring this bell?

Know that God will provide the grace you and
I need to loudly ring the bells of our Ukrainian
identity.  And, our Blessed Mother will provide
the loving encouragement in this happy journey
of ringing the bell.  God bless all of you richly
in this new school year!
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The active parishioners of Ss. Peter & Paul Catholic
Church located at 100 South Penn Street in Clifton
Heights, PA. proudly announce our schedule of
upcoming Fall events.  By announcing these events
early, we hope that many Philadelphia and Delaware
County area residents will have time to mark their
calendars and come out and support the fund-raising
and community outreach efforts of our parish.  For
more information on any event, please contact the
Rectory at (610) 622-9495.

Saturday, October 17th  -  Holubtsi (a/k/a
Stuffed Cabbage, Pigs in a Blanket) Sale
We are offering mouth-watering, flavorful Holubtsi
(Stuffed Cabbage) for the unbelievably low price of
only 3 for $6.00!  Stock up now for the upcoming
holidays or for your freezer to satisfy those Slavic-food
cravings.  To place your orders for these freshly made
delights, please call John or Carolyn at (610) 622-
0261.  Orders are being taken now through Monday,
October 12th and pickup will be at noon on Saturday,
October 17th, at the church which is located at 100
South Penn Street in Clifton Heights, PA. Place your
orders early since high demand and our desire to fully
satisfy all orders may require us to limit quantities and
stop taking orders before Monday, October 12th.

Sunday, October 18th  -  Covered Dish Social
Immediately after the 11:00 am. English Divine Liturgy,
the parish will hold its special “Fall Covered Dish Social”.
The menu promises to be delicious, but we can’t tell
you what culinary treasures you may find here.

November 1st thru December 13th  -  “Holiday
Food Collection for the Needy”
Once again, the parish will hold its annual Holiday
Food Collection for the needy in the community from
November 1st thru December 13th.  Anyone wishing
to donate any canned or boxed, non-perishable food
items should bring them to the church on any Sunday
before/or after the 11:00 am. English Divine Liturgy.
For the last three years, a pickup truckload of food
was collected and provided to a community food
bank.  Given the harsh economic conditions currently
being experienced, we appreciate anyone’s help in
this worthwhile effort.  It will be through your efforts
that we aim for matching the previous year’s collection.

Upcoming Fall Events at SS. Peter & Paul Church,
Clifton Heights, PA

Saturday, November 14th  -  “Dinner for
those in Need”
On Saturday, November 14th, the parish outreach
efforts will be focused on providing a free “Dinner
for those in Need”.   With the current economic
slump and tough times affecting many families and
people, the parishioners plan to be serving up to125
affected people a complimentary, complete dinner
(including a salad, spaghetti and meatballs, desert
and a drink).   This event is “limited and only open”
to any family or person in need who contact the
Rectory at (610) 622-9495 in advance and request
tickets.  For those wishing to donate to or assist with
this community outreach effort, please contact Myron
Shegda at (610) 328-4731.  Any donations or
assistance will be greatly appreciated.

Mid-October thru December  -  Holiday
Kielbasa Sale
The parish will once again be holding its well-
supported Holiday Kielbasa Sale beginning in mid-
October.  The sale will include tasty, ringed kielbasa,
weighing approximately 2 pounds and obtained
from one of the area’s finest kielbasa-makers.  In
time for the Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays,
pickup dates will be Sunday, November 22nd and
Sunday, December 20th.   More information will be
forthcoming, so please be on the lookout for
announcement.

December 13th  -  Annual Christmas Dinner
On Sunday, December 13th, Ss. Peter & Paul
Ukrainian Catholic Church, 100 South Penn Street,
in Clifton Heights, will hold a traditional Slavic
Christmas Luncheon.  Lunch will be served at noon
- immediately after the regular 11:00 am. Sunday
English Divine Liturgy.  We welcome all who wish to
enjoy traditional Slavic Christmas culinary delights
such as; Pierogies, Kielbasa, and Ham.  Due to the
popularity of this annual event, seating is limited
and tickets will go fast.  A nominal donation of
$15.00 adults and $5.00 for children 6 to 12 years
of age is requested.  Children under 6 years of age
are free!  More information will be forthcoming, so
please be on the lookout for announcement and
get your reservation early.
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As another audit year begins, ‘issue fatigue’ surfaces. Since the Charter for the
Protection of Children and Young People was adopted in June 2002, bishops, dioceses and
parishes have labored to meet its requirements. Their efforts have found success, yet people
seem tired of hearing about clergy sexual abuse. Meanwhile, media reports suggest abuse
is on-going and the Church has done nothing to stop it. In this climate, hopelessness and
helpless can creep in; people may want to give up.

It is time to refocus and to remember why we do what we do. The primary goal is to protect children,
to keep them safe in churches, schools and homes. Another goal is to heal the victims/survivors of clergy
abuse.

The accomplishments in just a few years are ones for which the Church can feel proud.

Consider these facts:
· $7,907,123 has been spent on therapy for victim/survivors and their families.
· The US Church has trained more than 1.7 million clergy, educators, employees and volunteers in how
        to create safe environments and prevent child sexual abuse.
· The Church has equipped 5.7 million children with the skills to help protect themselves from abuse.
· The Church has conducted more than 1,500,000 background checks on volunteers and employees,
        163, 705 on educators, 51,000 on clerics and 4,955 candidates for ordination.

The Charter has changed the culture of the Church forever. Making sure children are safe has become
an integral part of everyday church life. The English-speaking Catholic Episcopal Conferences meet each year
to review how each Conference handles clergy sexual abuse. The Church in the United States stands as a
leader among that group. The impact of the U.S. church goes well beyond its borders.
There is much for which to be proud. Knowing that and focusing on the why of this work can revitalize efforts
to continue to work to provide safe environments for children and to welcome the victims/survivors to the
healing they deserve.  ( More information from the Office of Child and Youth Protection may be found on the
US Conference of Catholic Bishops website:  www.usccb.org/ocyp )

Tired of the Charter and its Requirements?
It is Time to Refocus!

Praise be to Jesus Christ!

Dear Catechists and Volunteers!

On Saturday, November 7, 2009 the Office of
Religious Education of the Ukrainian Catholic
Archeparchy will sponsor a workshop-training
session for catechists and volunteers on selected
topics of the "Catechism of the Catholic Church",
including our Liturgy.

Rev. Dr. Mark Morozovich, a theology professor
at the Catholic University of America in Washington,
DC, is the main speaker at the workshop.

Schedule is the following:
Registration 9:00 AM to 9:30 AM;
First session from 9:30 AM - 12:00 (noon);
Lunch at 12:00 PM
Second session from 12:45 PM - 3:00 PM.

Please contact your Priest for address and
registration by October 17.

This workshop is open to everyone.

Fr. Volodymyr Popyk
Director of Religious Education

From the Office of Religious Education
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 Date: Sunday, October 25th, 2009 
 
 Time: Doors open at 1:00 PM 
  First drawing at 2:30 PM 
 
 Where: Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church 
  315 Fourth Street, West Easton, PA 18042 
 

Tickets are $5 for the first sheet; $3 for each additional sheet. 
Lots and lots of items to win!!! 

Door prizes and 50/50 raffle, too! 
 

Refreshments including pierogies, hot dogs, homemade baked goods  
and more will be available to purchase! 

 
Many prizes valued at $100+!!! 

 

www.HolyGhost-Ukrainian-Catholic.org 
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1729 Cottman Avenue Philadelphia, PA 19111 
 

215-725-4430     www.ukrfcu.com 

Minimum $5,000 

Minimum $50,000 

Rates are subject to change without notice. 

Your savings federally insured to $250,000 

 

 

 

National Credit Union Administration 

a U.S. Government Agency 

● NO Monthly Fees 

● Daily compounded interest 

    for maximum earnings. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October 11, 2009:  60th Parish Jubilee,
Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the
Holy Family, 4250 Harewood Road, NE,
Washington, DC 20017 at 11am. www.ucns-
holyfamily.org

October 17, 2009: Deacon Ordination at
Cathedral, 11:00am.

October 18, 2009: 100th Anniversary
celebration of Ss. Cyril & Methodius Ukrainian
Catholic Church, Berwick PA, 2:00pm.

October 18, 2009: Covered Dish Social
after 11:00 Liturgy, Ss. Peter & Paul Ukrainian
Catholic Church, 100 S. Penn St., Clifton
Heights, PA.

October 24, 2009: Women's Day of
Recollection at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic
Church, Millville, NJ. 12noon-5pm.  For
information call 732-505-6053.

October 25, 2009: "Tricky Tray" Holy Ghost
Ukrainian Catholic Church, 315 Fourth St,
West Easton, PA.

October 27-28, 2009: Clergy Conference
- Cathedral

November  7, 2009:  Catechism of the
Catholic Church workshop, 9:00am.

November 8, 2009: 125th Anniversary of
St. Michael's Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church, 114 South Chestnut Street,
Shenandoah, PA 17976.  2:00pm Liturgy,
5:00pm Reception at St. Nicholas Hall,
Primrose, PA. For more information e-mail:
stmichaelsukrainian@verizon.net

November 22, 2009: Cathedral Christmas
Bazaar, Frankl in & Brown Streets.
(Philadelphia, PA.)

December 13, 2009:  Annual Christmas
Dinner.  Ss. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Catholic
Church, 100 S. Penn St., Clifton Heights, PA

January 30, 2010: St. Josaphat Ukrainian
Catholic School in Philadelphia, PA Alumni
Reunion.   www.stjosaphatchurch.com

Editorial and Business Office:
827 N. Franklin St.

Philadelphia, PA 19123
Tel.: (215)  627-0143

Online: www.ukrarcheparchy.us
E-MAIL: theway@ukrarcheparchy.us

Established 1939
The Way Staff

Msgr. Peter Waslo, Teresa Siwak, Fr. Ihor Royik

The Way is published bi-weekly by the Apostolate, Inc.,
827 N. Franklin St., Philadelphia, PA.

Articles and photos proposed for publication MUST BE SIGNED
BY THE WRITER and should be in the Editor's office at least
fifteen days before requested date of publication. For advance

notice of the upcoming  events, kindly send one month in
advance. All articles must be submitted in both English and

Ukrainian languages, THE WAY will not translate proposed articles.
All materials submitted to THE WAY become the property of
THE WAY. Photos should be identified on the reverse and be

accompanied by a self-addressed stamped envelope.
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