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On Saturday, October 17th, 2009, at 11:00AM at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia,
Charles H. Schultz, Paul M. Spotts and Roman Oprysk were ordained to the Orders of Lector, Cantor and
Subdeacon by His Grace, Metropolitan Stefan. Subdeacons Charles H. Schultz and Paul M. Spotts were then
ordained to the Order of Deacon during the Liturgy.

AXIOS!  AXIOS!  AXIOS!

Photo (l to r) Rev. Daniel Troyan, Msgr. Myron Grabowsky, newly ordained Rev. Deacon Paul Spotts, Msgr.
Peter Waslo, Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka, newly ordained Rev. Deacon Charles Schultz, newly
ordained Subdeacon Roman Oprysk, and Rev. Ivan Demkiv.  (Photo: Teresa Siwak)

May God Grant Them Many Happy Years!  Mnohaya Lita!
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Scenes from the Subdeacon and Deacon Ordination

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka ordains
Charles Schultz as Subdeacon.

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka ordains
Paul Spotts as Subdeacon.

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka ordains
Roman Oprysk as Subdeacon.

Charles Schultz, Paul Spotts, and Roman Oprysk
accompanied by Rev. Ivan Demkiv bow before the
Tetrapod.

Charles Schultz, Paul Spotts, Roman Oprysk, Rev. Ivan
Turyk, Rev. Wasyl Kharuk and Metropolitan-Archbishop
Stefan Soroka.

Subdeacon Paul Spotts

(Photos: Teresa Siwak)
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Scenes from the Subdeacon and Deacon Ordination
(continued from previous page)

Rev. Ivan Demkiv escorts Subdeacon Charles Schultz
and Subdeacon Paul Spotts around the altar.

Subdeacon Paul Spotts and Subdeacon Charles Schultz
are escorted up to the altar by Rev. Ivan Demkiv.

Archbishop Stefan Soroka ordains
Subdeacon Charles Schultz as a Deacon.

Archbishop Stefan Soroka ordains
Subdeacon Paul Spotts as a Deacon.

The newly ordained Rev. Deacon Paul Spotts and
Rev. Deacon Charles Schultz.

(Photos: Teresa Siwak)



Scenes from the Subdeacon and Deacon Ordination
(continued from previous page)

Subdeacon Roman Oprysk with his family,
Archbishop Stefan, and Rector Rev. Ivan Demkiv
from the Cathedral in Philadelphia, PA.

Rev. Deacon Paul Spotts with his family and
Rector Rev. John Fields from Frackville, PA.

Rev. Deacon Charles Schultz with
his family and Rector Rev. Gregory
Maslak from Bristol, PA.
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Watch videos and see
more photos from the

Ordination on our blog:
www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

(Photos: Teresa Siwak)



The newly ordained Rev. Deacon Paul Spotts was born and raised in Frackville,
Pennsylvania and grew up in the parish of St. Michael the Archangel. Following public
schooling at North Schuylkill, he attended the Pennsylvania State University where he
graduated in 1985 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics. He has held
several different Computer Systems analyst positions with the Pennsylvania Liquor
Control Board, and Department of Veteran Affairs. Paul is currently employed as a
Senior System Engineer for Storage Management at Geisinger Medial Center, Danville.

Throughout the years Paul has been a Cantor
at St. Michael (Frackville) and St. John the
Baptist (Maizville). He serves as a catechist
in St. Michaels Catechism program, treasurer
of the South Anthracite Deanery Holy Name Society, treasurer of
the South Anthracite League of Ukrainian Catholics and also serves
on the Annual South Anthracite Ukrainian Seminary Day Committee.

In the fall of 2000, Paul began his Deaconate studies at St. Pius X
Seminary in Daulton, Pennsylvania. He completed his studies in
2004.

Paul and his wife Donna live in Frackville, Pa. with their six children,
Nicholas, Maria, John, Nadya, Anya and Michael.

Rev. Deacon Paul Spotts

Rev. Deacon Charles was born June 17, 1942 to Charles H. Schultz,
Jr. and Antoinette Marie (Frasca) Schultz and is the oldest of their six
children. He graduated from Neshaminy High School on June 6, 1960
and worked a year prior to entering the Third Order Regular of St.
Francis at St. Francis University on Loretto Pennsylvania to study for the
priesthood. Prior to professing his solemn vows he decided to come
home and was released from his simple vows. When he returned to his
parish to rejoin the choir it was there that he saw the young lady whom
God had chosen for him to marry. Charles and Mary Agnes (Higgins)
Schultz were married on May 6th, 1967 and are the proud parents of
nine children, seven girls and two boys. They now have 23 grand

c h i l d r e n
and 5 great-grandchildren. Charles received
permission to begin studies for the Diaconate and
received his training at St. Basil Seminary in Stamford
Connecticut The Schultzs are members of Holy
Protection of the Mother of God (St. Mary) Ukrainian
Catholic Church in Bristol, Pa. where Fr. Gregory
Maslak is Pastor.  Charles has been one of the
cantors at the parish and has taught liturgical music,
Pre Cana and Pre Jordan classes. He is looking
forward to working with Fr. Gregory in establishing
the Generations of Faith classes in the parish.

Rev. Deacon Charles Schultz

5October 25, 2009



6October 25, 2009

Sts. Cosmas and Damian (November 1)
The Lord said: “From everyone who has been given much, much
will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with
much, much more will be asked. I have come to bring fire on the
earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! But I have a baptism
to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed! Do you
think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division.
From now on there will be five in one family divided against each
other, three against two and two against three. They will be divided,
father against son and son against father, mother against daughter
and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-
law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” He said to the
crowd: “When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you
say, ‘It’s going to rain,’ and it does. And when the south wind
blows, you say, ‘It’s going to be hot,’ and it is. Hypocrites! You
know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky.
How is it that you don’t know how to interpret this present time?”Why
don’t you judge for yourselves what is right? As you are going with
your adversary to the magistrate, try hard to be reconciled to him
on the way, or he may drag you off to the judge, and the judge
turn you over to the officer, and the officer throw you into prison.
I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.” (Lk. 12, 48-59)

The feast of Sts. Cosmas and Damian is one of the most ancient feasts of the Church, and these two
martyrs have been honored in the East and West in many ways, including the building of churches in their
honor in Rome and Constantinople. Along with St. Luke, they are the patron saints of doctors. Little is known
of their true history, but the legend that has come down to us is of very early origin.

Sts. Cosmas and Damian were venerated in the East as the “moneyless ones” because they practiced
medicine gratis. According to the legend, they were twin brothers, born in Arabia, who studied in Syria and
became skilled physicians. They were supposed to have lived on the Bay of Alexandretta in Cilicia, in what
is now Turkey.

Since they were prominent Christians, they were among the first arrested when the great persecution
under Diocletian began. Lysias, the governor of Cilicia, ordered their arrest, and they were beheaded. Their
bodies, it was said, were carried to Syria and buried at Cyrrhus.

What is certain is that they were venerated very early and became patrons of medicine, known for their
miracles of healing. The Emperor Justinian was cured by their intercession and paid special honor to the city
of Cyrrhus where their relics were enshrined. Their basilica in Rome, adorned with lovely mosaics, was
dedicated in the year 530. They are named in the Roman Martyrology and in the Canon of the Mass, testifying
to the antiquity of their feast day.

The great honor in which they are held and the antiquity of their veneration indicate some historical
memory among the early Christians who came out of the great persecutions with a new cult of Christian
heroes. Cosmas and Damian were not only ideal Christians by their practice of medicine without fee, they also
symbolized God’s blessing upon the art of healing and that respect for every form of science, which is an
important part of Christian tradition.

      Excerpted from The One Year Book of Saints by Rev. Clifford Stevens
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St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Passaic, NJ Celebrates “The Year Of The Priest”

On Saturday, September 19,
2009, the parishioners of St. Nicholas
Ukrainian Catholic Parish began arriving
for the 5:00 PM Divine Liturgy, to
celebrate in unity the “Year of the Priest”.
This Divine Liturgy was celebrated to
honor all the pastors who had served
or are serving at St. Nicholas Parish.
The Divine Liturgy was con-celebrated
by Pastor, Rev. Andriy Dudkevych, and
Protopresbyter, Rev. Joseph Szupa,
Dean of Clergy for New Jersey.  A
Panachyda was served after the Divine
Liturgy a for all the pastors who served
àt St. Nicholas that have been called
by the Lord.

Early in 2009, Pope Benedict XVI
called for an event to mark the 150th anniversary of the death of St. John Vianney and for the “spiritual
perfection” of the church’s priests, hoping to reinvigorate the priesthood. June 2009 through June 2010, “The
Year of the Priest”, is meant to honor our priests and also to help them deepen their commitment to their
vocation. Justly, this request was honored and was incorporated into the parish’s Pre-Centennial Celebrations.

Following the solemn services, the parishioners gathered in the hall beneath the church for a buffet
dinner, followed by a program that was dedicated to our clergy.

The Master of Ceremonies, Mr. Mychail Newmerzycykyj opened the evening commemoration, asking
Rev. Andriy Dudkevych to lead everyone in prayer;  all prayed the prayer that was dedicated for “The Year
Of The Priest”. After concluding the prayer and the blessing, all were invited to enjoy the delicious dinner

prepared by the sisterhood of the parish.
Following dinner, Mr. Newmerzyckyj addressed
the parishioners, giving them a brief overview
of why everyone  was gathered together to
celebrate, and stressed the Holy Father’s
request that all  priests commit themselves to
an interior spiritual renewal, which would enable
them to be more forceful and incisive witnesses
to the Gospel in today’s world; the Holy Fathers
desire for them, was to achieve ‘Spiritual
Perfection’”.

Mr. Newmerzyckyj further stated that:
“We as Christians are also obligated to strive
for this perfection and must take Pope

(continued on next page)
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Benedict’s words to heart. What better
opportunity is there, to begin this spiritual
journey, than at this moment in time. We
can take this journey together, alongside
our pastor, in his quest for spiritual
perfection; not only bringing our inner
selves closer to God, but openly
proclaiming our love for Him; while also
exhibiting love and support for our
’spiritual father’. Our presence here today,
not only shows support and love for our
pastor, but also, for every pastor that
served in our parish, over it’s soon to be
100 year history”.

Following the opening remarks,
the program continued with the recitation
of a poem: “The Hands of a Priest”.
Seven of our altar boys, each addressed
a verse to the clergy that was present. As they stood, each held a plackard: a symbolic hand of a priest giving
the blessing on the left, followed by six that spelled out the word “Priest”.

The parish choir was then asked to perform several choral selections under the direction of Maestro
Andriy Lehkyj.

Mr. Stephen Retkwa was then introduced, and asked to read the names of all the priests and assistant
priests that served the parish from 1910 to present. After the conclusion of the reading of the names, Mr.
Retkwa asked all present, who were already standing, to observe a moment of silence and honor all the clergy
that have passed into eternity; this was truly a very moving moment. The Master of Ceremonies then

recognized all the vocations from St. Nicholas Parish.

Towards the end of evenings celebration, Centennial Co-Chairpersons,
Ms. Marion Hrubec and Mrs. Helen Newmerzyckyj, presented Fr. Andriy and
Fr. Joseph with gifts, expressing sincere gratitude from themselves and all
present, thanking them for all the good things that they do, and for following
their vocation to the priesthood. During emotional accolades, the entonation
for Mnohaya Lita was proclaimed and all sang wishing our Spiritual Fathers,
Many Happy Years.

After the closing remarks, a prayer was prayed to the Blessed Virgin,
asking Her to watch over and protect our priests, instilling in the them the heart
of St. Joseph, and giving them the strength to follow and obey our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. Accepting this honor were Mrs. Lori Retkwa who read the
prayer in English, and Mrs. Anna Znak, who read the prayer in Ukrainian.

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Passaic, NJ Celebrates “The Year Of The Priest”

(continued from previous page)



  
ADVENT EVENINGS OF REFLECTION

TTTOPICOPICOPIC::: LLLIVINGIVINGIVING WITHWITHWITH GGGRACERACERACE ANDANDAND DDDIGNITYIGNITYIGNITY INININ

TTTODAYODAYODAY’’’SSS WWWORLDORLDORLD ANDANDAND CCCIRCUMSTANCESIRCUMSTANCESIRCUMSTANCES

PRESENTED BY:

SISTER MARINA BOCHNEWICH, OSBM

DIRECTOR

BASILIAN SPIRITUALITY CENTER

SISTERS OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT

710 FOX CHASE ROAD

FOX CHASE MANOR, PA 19046

215 780 1227

Touching Into Our Inner Wisdom

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 7:00 – 9:00 P.M.

With this Inner Wisdom Learning Boundaries and Balance

Tuesday, November 24, 2009 7:00 – 9:00 P.M.

WithWisdom and Grace Reaching Out to Others

Tuesday, December 1, 2009 7:00 – 9:00 P.M.

Come join us and others to reflect and pray.

DONATION: $30.00 PLEASE REGISTER BY NOVEMBER 12, 2009

Name:               

 

Address:              

 

City:      State:  Zip:       

 

Phone:        email:       

  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Send to: Sister Marina Bochnewich, OSBM

BASILIAN SPIRITUALITY CENTER, SISTERS OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT

710 Fox Chase Road Fox Chase Manor, PA 19046  

ADVENT EVENINGS OF REFLECTION

DONATION: $30 (includes all three sessions)

Please register by: November 12, 2009
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Editor's Note: This article
is publ ished on the
occasion of the Year for
Priests, which has been
called by His Holiness
Pope Benedict XVI to mark
the 150th anniversary of
the death of St. John Mary
Vianney, the patron saint
of parish priests worldwide.

During the week of the
Sunday of the Good
Shepherd (fourth Sunday
after Easter), a time when
the Cathol ic Church
tradition-ally celebrates
Vocation Awareness, I am
reminded of an anecdote
which wri ter Giul io
Andreotti told. The Italian
newspaper I l Tempo
organ-ized a photo
contest on the subject:
What do you want to do
when you grow up?

Italian children assisted the
newspaper    editorial
offices to choose one of
the seventy-eight trades/
profes-sions   offered.
They   each dressed in a
costume and had their
picture taken. The
newspaper selected and
published the best pictures.

It is reported that there was
a boy who looked at the
list again and again, as if
looking for something that
he could not find ... When
he did not find what he
was looking for, he asked
his father: Daddy, how

Priest! Why not?
by Don Giorgio, a Priest

about a priest? You can’t
be a priest?

His father remained frozen.
He reviewed the list and
realized the possibility that
no child could dream of

being a priest as a grown
up. It was not offered
among the trades/
professions.

Maybe for some people,
in the world they yearn for,
it only accommodates
divers, astronauts, firemen,
bull-fighters, athletes ...
and not priests.

I do not remember if it was
an accidental omission or
a deliberate decision of
the editorial team. A few
days ago, I bought a
book entitled, Choose
What You Want to Be: A

Comprehensive Guide to
College Careers and
Vocational Training.

After glancing at the
pages, I noticed that the
dream world just has a

place for economists,
scientists, doctors, lawyers,
engineers,   architects,
businessmen, politicians,
journalists, athletes, singers,
and so on... but no priests.

Certainly there are few who
come to discover that the
real need of humanity
today is to be a “Baker,”
“God’s Baker,” that is, a
priest. There is hunger in
the world. Many now,
unfor-tunately, are also
hungry for bread.

Others are hungry for
justice, kindness, and love.

Apparently, “the bread
with bar codes” that the
consumer society offers,
does not satisfy them fully.
Everyone, though
sometimes he or she
ignores or even denies it,
is deeply “hungry for
God.” They need to be
loved, respected, and
valued. They need to fill
their lives with meaning,
wholeness, authenticity,
freedom, happiness, and
eternity ... There are gifts
and graces that only the
Lord can give: the same
“Eucharistic bread” that is
shared and spread by
those who have been
called (by vocation) to be,
by mere grace, His
“bread” (priests).

How lucky are we who can
count in every community,
in each town or country,
a handful of “bakers” who
share bounti ful ly the
“bread of the Word,” the
“bread of the Eucharist,”
the “bread of Mercy
(Reconci l iat ion),” the
“bread of Fraterni ty
(Communion),” the “bread
of Solidarity!”

I do not know if those
editors of Il Tempo were
practicing Christians or
Catholics; however, I am
sure that one day they all
became part of the great
Christian family when a

(continued on next page)
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priest poured water on
their heads not long after
their birth; that their legs
shook when a priest gave
them for the first time the
Body and Blood of Christ
in communion; they all
have had a priest friend
who always listened to,
guided and encouraged
them to change their
attitude or style of life and
thus discover the true face
of God; that endearing
Father who forgives and
restores dignity to
everyone as son or
daughter. And I imagine

Priest! Why not?
(continued from previous page)

that some day they wish
to have a priest handy,
when the Father looks and
asks: What about you?
What have you done in
your life? It would be very
sad at that time if they (the
editors) were only
surrounded by divers,
astronauts, f i remen,
bullfighters, and so on.

The priests - whi le
recognizing their limits and
frailties - are a blessing for
all, an “ecological green”
for humanity and not an
archaeological crock as

many would like. Being a
priest today is one of the
most admirable ways of
making vis ible the
Kingdom of God; one of
the most beautiful paths
of embodying the ideal of
any young man; one
possible chan-nel of doing
God’s will and being fully
fulfilled; one of the forms
of real hap-piness; one
route, although seemingly
paradoxical, to achieve
complete freedom; one of
the most authentic ways
to be truly fruitful in life.
But it remains a rare

commodity, a ministry with
places available.

Have you ever thought
that God could grace you
with such an extraordinary
gift? Are you not curious
to know or to find out?
Do you have a generous
spirit? Should this be the
case, do not be afraid! His
grace is sufficient. Ask the
Lord of the harvest to send
workers into His fields (Luke
10: 2).

(SOPHIA Magazine,
Spring 2009)

125th Anniversary in
Shenandoah

Fr. Oleksandr Dumenko and the Parish Family
of St Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Shenandoah extend a warm and cordial
invitation to all who would like to join them
the 125th Anniversary Celebration of the
Founding of First Ukrainian Parish in America
in 1884. The Hierarchical Divine Liturgy will
take place on Sunday, November 8, 2009 at
2pm with Archbishop Stefan Soroka as Main
Celebrant.

The  Jubilee Banquet will take place
immediately afterwards at St. Nicholas Catering
Hall, Route 901 Primrose, Minersville Pa,. If
you are interested in receiving an invitation to
this event, please contact Debra Blaschak at
570.544.6579 or blaschak@comcast.net.  If
you have questions about the Hierarchical
Divine Liturgy, please contact Rev. Oleksandr
Dumenko at 570.462.0809 or
stmichaelsukrainian@verizon.net.
We hope to welcome you on November 8th.

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Reverend Oleksandr Dumenko 

and the Parishioners of St. Michael’s  
Church will celebrate the 

 

125
th

 Anniversary of 

America’s First Ukrainian  

Greek Catholic Church 
       
                  

 
 

Sunday November 8, 2009 
 

2:00pm  Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 

Shenandoah, PA 
 

5:00pm Reception and Dinner 

St. Nicholas Hall 

Primose, PA 
          

      If you would like to be added to the  
   Celebration’s Mailing List, please mail  
  or e-mail your name, address, telephone   
         number and e-mail address to: 
 
                 125

th
 Anniversary Committee 

  St. Michael’s Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 

                    114 South Chestnut Street 

                      Shenandoah, PA 17976 
 
E-mail Address: stmichaelsukrainian@verizon.net 
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Sister Josepha Mary Kruchinsky, M.S.M.G., 87,
fell asleep in the Lord

Sister Josepha Mary Kruchinsky, M.S.M.G., 87, fell asleep in the Lord
at the convent of the Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God, Stamford, CT, on
Sunday, September 27, 2009.  Born in Primrose, PA, on June 30, 1922, she was
the daughter of the late Steven and Yustina (Kit) Krichinsky.  Sr. Josepha was a
member of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in Minersville, PA.  She graduated
from Minersville H.S. in 1940, and was employed at a local textile factory.  She
joined the Congregation of the Missionary Sisters of Mother of God on June 19,
1945 and professed her Final Vows of poverty, chastity and obedience on January
1, 1957.

Sr. Josepha earned a bachelor’s degree in biology from Alberta Magnus
College and a master’s degree in educational administration from Fordham University.  She taught at Mother
of God Academy in Stamford, CT, from 1953 until 1963, at which time she was appointed the first principal
of Ukrainian Assumption Catholic School, in Perth Amboy, NJ.  She held this position for 31 years, 25 of which
she was also a full time teacher.  Her greatest joy was preparing children for First Holy Communion and the
Sacrament of Penance, and acquainting them with the liturgical beauty of the Ukrainian-Byzantine Rite.

In August of 1989, Sister Josepha was elected Mother General of her religious community and served
in this capacity until 2002.  Mother Josepha will always be remembered for her gracious manner, keen mind,
spirit of gratitude, compassion for children, and tender devotion to Jesus, Mary, and Saint Joseph.  One of
her favorite prayers was, “O Dear Lord, I do not know how long I shall live, but while I live, please let me
help my fellow man with a smile, a kind word or deed, so help me God.”

She was preceded in death by four sisters:  Anna Ternowchek, Mary Kruchinsky, Tess Kruchinsky, and
Helen Schumack; her brother, Steve Kruchinsky; two brother-in-laws, Samuel Ternowchek, James Schumack;
a niece, Catherine Ondisco; a nephew, Joseph Schumack; and a grandniece, Karen Ternowchek.  Surviving
are:  nieces, Mary Ann Kelemen, Theresa Laubenstein, Anna Kovich, Christine Ternowchek; nephews, Michael
Ternowchek, Samuel Ternowchek, Jr., John
Ternowchek, and Richard Schumack; eleven
grandnieces; seven grandnephews; seven great
grandnieces; and ten great grandnephews.

A viewing was held at Lacerenza Funeral
Home, 8 Schuyler Street, Stamford, CT on
Thursday, October 1, 2009.  A Requiem Divine
Liturgy was celebrated at 11:00 a.m. on Friday,
October 2, 2009 at Ukrainian Assumption
Catholic Church, Perth Amboy, N.J.   Burial
services were at Our Lady of  Sorrows Cemetery,
Langhorne, PA.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests
donations to the Missionary Sisters of Mother
of God, 711 N. Franklin St. Philadelphia, PA
19123. Burial Service at Our Lady of Sorrows Cemetery,

Langhorne, PA (Photo by: Taras Hankewycz)
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St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Parish in Philadelphia
(4521 Longshore Ave.)

Remembering Victims of Holodomor 1932-33
Sunday, November 22, 2009

Featuring:
10.00 a.m.

Divine Liturgy and Panahyda for the victims of Genocide

11.30 a.m.
“Holodomor 1932-33: retrospective analysis”

Presenter:
Roman DUBENKO (UKR.)

12.00 noon
Oles Yanchuk’s film “Holod-33” (UKR.)

Tickets:
Adults – $5

Children – free

UKRAINE REMEMBERS, THE WORLD ACKNOWLEDGES.

St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic School Alumni Reunion -
January 30, 2010

St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Parish in Philadelphia is
holding Alumni Reunion for St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic
School Alumni (1962-2002). The event is scheduled for
Saturday, January 30, 2010, at 7 p.m., at the premises of
the school located at: 4521 Longshore Ave., Philadelphia,
PA 19135. Complete your registration form (name, year of
graduation, address, and email), and email it to:
stjosaphatreunion@gmail.com, or mail it to: St. Josaphat
Rectory, 6932 Ditman St., Philadelphia, PA 19135 (c/o:
Alumni Reunion). Register electronically through the parish
website: www.stjosaphatchurch.com Registration is open until
November 15, 2009. Volunteers and sponsors welcome!
Save the date – Hold on to your spirit and celebrate!
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MEMO 
 

To: Clergy and Faithful of the Archeparchy 
 
From: Metropolitan Stefan Soroka 
 
Re: H1N1 Influenza 
 
 
The Catholic Bishops of Pennsylvania have issued a memorandum concerning 
the celebration of the Divine Liturgy and the precautions to take in order not to 
risk the spread of H1N1 Influenza (Swine Flu). 
 
Those of the Latin Church sui iuris have been instructed not to partake of the 
Precious Blood or have physical contact during the exchange of the Kiss of 
Peace. 
 
This is an issue which also effects our Church sui iuris and we need to offer 
precautions. 
 
Therefore, after the prayers for vesting, when the Presbyter washes his hands 
saying the prayer: I will wash my hands among the innocent and will go 

around Your altar, O Lord…besides using water, the Presbyter will also use a 
hand sanitizer/anti-bacterial solution before the Rite of Preparation. 
 
For those parishes that have re-introduced the exchange (kiss) of peace before 
the Nicene Creed, the faithful will bow towards each other rather than physically 
touching. 
 
The wine to be used for consecration is to be at least 12% alcohol content. 
 
For such rituals as kissing the icon on the tetrapod a sanitizer/anti-bacterial 
solution/handwipes should be placed upon the tetrapod in a discrete place.  The 
kissing of the cross after the celebration of the Divine Services during a Funeral 
or Myrovanya is suspended but anointing of the forehead is allowed.  
 
These precautions are to take place immediately since outbreak of cases have 
been reported. These also are temporary until the flu season has subsided. 
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POPE RECEIVES UKRAINIAN PRIME MINISTER

On October 16, 2009, the Vatican Information
Services announced that the Holy Father Benedict
XVI received in audience, Yulia Vladimirovna
Timoshenko, prime minister of Ukraine.  “The prime
minister subsequently met with Cardinal Secretary
of State Tarcisio Bertone S.D.B. who was
accompanied by Archbishop Dominique Mamberti,
secretary for Relations with States.

They reported that, “During the cordial discussions,
attention turned to certain questions associated with
the promotion of peace and of international co-
operation, especially in Europe.  The focus then
turned to the contribution made by the Catholic
Church, of both rites, to Ukrainian society, especially in the field of education and in spreading human
and Christian values. Furthermore, mention was made of all matters of mutual interest in the relationship
between the civil and religious authorities, and the hope was expressed that the recent positive
developments may help to solve the unresolved questions”. VIS   (Photo: romereports.com)
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BISHOP SOROKA TO AID IN THE CANONIZATION OF A SAINT:
HIS EXCELLENCY JOINS THE ARCHBISHOP FULTON J SHEEN FOUNDATION

PEORIA, IL— The Archbishop Fulton John Sheen Foundation is pleased to welcome His Excellency Bishop
Stefan Soroka to the Episcopal Advisory Board for the Cause for Beatification of the Servant of God
Archbishop Fulton J Sheen.  Bishop Soroka joins bishops from around the US in supporting the cause.
Fulton Sheen (1895-1979) was a universally popular evangelist, radio/TV personality, writer and missionary.
In 2002, his cause for beatification and canonization was officially opened by the Diocese of Peoria, IL,
Sheen’s birthplace.  The Sheen Foundation is the official promoter of the beatification cause. The Foundation
welcomes Bishop Soroka and encourages the Diocese to visit the Foundation’s website,
www.archbishopsheencause.org to learn more about Archbishop Sheen’s Canonization and how to help
the Cause.

About the Fulton John Sheen Foundation:

The purpose of the Sheen Foundation is to make known the life, works and thoughts of Archbishop Fulton
J. Sheen, to educate people in the values that he taught, to assist the missions to which he dedicated his
life, to assist others in seeking his intercession, and to undertake and pursue all acts ancillary thereto,
including, but not limited to, the advancement of the Cause of Canonization of Archbishop Sheen in the
Catholic Church, according to the process prescribed in the Code of Canon Law under the supervision of
the bishop of the Diocese of Peoria, Illinois.



The Public Significance of Marriage

By A.B. Hill

It is easy to understand the private and intimate nature of marriage between a husband and wife.  Reality TV
aside, most of us can clearly draw the line between our public and private lives.

It is more difficult to describe the public significance of marriage.  What do we really know about the role of
marriage in society and why should we care?  Isn’t marriage just a private relationship between two people
who love each other and therefore, none of our business?

The Bishops of Pennsylvania developed a series of parish bulletin inserts and other materials to shed light on
the role of marriage in our civil society from the perspective of Catholic teaching.

For example, you might wonder, why can marriage exist only between a man and a woman?  See Marriage
and Society for the answer: “Only the union of a male and female can express the full sexual complementarity
willed by God for marriage.  In knowing what God has created, we know His will. Man and woman are to
give to each other their entire being in their masculinity and femininity. They are equal as human beings but
different as man and woman, fulfilling each other through this difference. This makes possible the conjugal
bond, which is the core of marriage.”

Marriage and Children discusses how important marriage is to the well-being of our families, “Without
children, cultures die, nations die, the human species dies. Nothing is more fundamental to the common good
than children. And nothing matters more for the well-being of children than the health of marriage and family
life. Social justice requires above all that we safeguard and strengthen marriage and family life.”

To understand marriage more completely, there must be a discussion about sexuality.  Respecting Sexuality
answers the question, how does the Church view homosexual inclination?  “While the Church teaches that
homosexual acts are immoral, just as all sexual acts outside of marriage are immoral, she does distinguish
between engaging in homosexual acts and having a homosexual inclination. While the former is always
objectively sinful, the latter is not. To the extent that a homosexual tendency or inclination is not subject to one’s
free will, one is not morally culpable for that tendency. Although one would be morally culpable if one were
voluntarily to entertain homosexual temptations or to choose to act on
them, simply having the tendency is not a sin. Consequently, the Church
does not teach that the experience of homosexual attraction is in itself
sinful.”

Marriage holds a special and unique role in our community as a whole.
Protecting and safeguarding marriage is about the common good.  As
concerned citizens, we should learn all we can about the public significance
of this important institution and work to preserve and encourage the
ideal whenever possible.

To read more about marriage and Church teaching on sexuality, log
on to www.pacatholic.org/current_issues/marriage.

Hill is Communications Director of the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference
– the public affairs arm of Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and the
Catholic dioceses of Pennsylvania.
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“The Living” Film Screening on November 1st

Sunday, November 1, 2009 the Ukrainian Human Rights Committee presents the screening of the
award winning film from Ukraine, “The Living”.  The film hauntingly presents accounts of the Holodomor.
The talented, modern director S. Bukovsky succeeds in conveying not only grief and horror, but also
a sense of humor and wisdom in his film, “The Living”.  The film is in Ukrainian with English subtitles.
The event will take place at 3:00pm at the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center in Jenkintown
215 663-1166.  The cost $10 per person.  Light refreshments served after the movie.



On September 22, 2009,
the U.S. House of
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
unanimously passed a
resolut ion honoring
Catholic Sisters in the
United States. The
resolution was introduced
by Rep. Marcy Kaptur, D-
Ohio, and co-sponsored
by 67 members of both
parties.

Here is the full text of the
US House of
Representatives Resolution
honoring Catholic Sisters:
H. Res. 441
In the House of
Representatives, U.S.,
September 22, 2009

Whereas the
social , cul tural, and
political contributions of
Catholic sisters have
played a vital role in
shaping life in the United
States;

Whereas such
women have joined in
unique forms of intentional
communitarian l i fe
dedicated to prayer and
service since the very
beginnings of our Nation’s
history, fearlessly and often
sacrificially committing their
personal lives to teaching,
healing, and social action;

Whereas the first
Catholic sisters to live and
work in the United States
were nine Ursuline Sisters,
who journeyed from
France to New Orleans in
1727;

US House of Representatives Resolution Honoring Catholic Sisters
by Sister Julie on October 2, 2009

Whereas at least
nine sisters from the United
States have been martyred
since 1980 while working
for social justice and
human rights overseas;

Whereas Maura
Clark, MM, Ita Ford, MM,
and Dorothy Kazel, OSU
were martyred in El
Salvador in 1980;

Whereas Joel
Kolmer, ASC, Shirley
Kolmer, ASC, Kathleen
McGuire, ASC, Agnes
Mueller, ASC, and
Barbara Ann Muttra, ASC
were martyred in Liberia
in 1992;

Whereas Dorothy
Stang, SNDdeN was
martyred in Brazil in 2005;

Whereas Catholic
sisters established the
Nation’s largest private
school system and
founded more than 110
United States colleges and
universities, educating
millions of young people
in the United States;

Whereas there
were approximately
32,000 Catholic sisters in
the United States who
taught 400,000 children in
2,000 parochial schools by
1880, and there were
180,000 Catholic sisters
who taught nearly
4,500,000 children by
1965;

Whereas today,
there are approximately
59,000 Catholic sisters in
the United States;

Whereas Catholic

sisters participated in the
opening of the West,
traveling vast distances to
minister in remote
locations, sett ing up
schools and hospitals, and
working among native
populations on distant
reservations;

Whereas more
than 600 sisters from 21
dif ferent rel igious
communities nursed both
Union and Confederate
soldiers alike during the
Civil War;

Whereas Catholic
sisters cared for afflicted
populations during the
epidemics of cholera,
typhoid, yellow fever,
smallpox, tuberculosis, and
influenza during the 19th
and early 20th centuries;

Whereas Catholic
sisters built and established
hospitals, orphanages,
and charitable institutions
that have served millions
of people, managing
organizations long before
similar positions were open
to women;

W h e r e a s
approximately one in six
hospital patients in the
United States were treated
in a Catholic facility;

Whereas Catholic
sisters have been among
the first to stand with the
underprivileged, to work
and educate among the
poor and underserved,
and to facilitate leadership
through opportunity and
example;

Whereas Catholic
sisters continue to provide
shelter, food, and basic
human needs to the
economically or socially
disadvantaged and
advocate relentlessly for
the fair and equal
treatment of all persons;

Whereas Catholic
sisters work for the
eradication of poverty and
racism and for the
promotion of nonviolence,
equality, and democracy
in principle and in action;

Whereas the
humanitarian work of
Cathol ic s isters with
communities in crisis and
refuge throughout the
world positions them as
activists and diplomats of
peace and justice for the
some of the most at risk
populations; and

Whereas the
Women & Spirit: Catholic
Sisters in America Traveling
Exhibit is sponsored by the
Leadership Conference of
Women Religious (LCWR)
in associat ion with
Cincinnati Museum Center
and will open on May 16,
2009, in Cincinnati, Ohio:
Now, therefore, be it

(continued at the bottom
of the next page)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

http://anunslife.org

Resolved, That the House of Representatives—
honors and commends Catholic sisters

for their humble service and courageous sacrifice
throughout the history of this Nation; and

supports the goals of the Women & Spirit:
Catholic Sisters in America Traveling Exhibit, a
project sponsored by the Leadership Conference
of Women Religious (LCWR) in association with
Cincinnati Museum Center and established to
recognize the historical contributions of Catholic
sisters in the United States.

US House of Representatives
Resolution Honoring Catholic Sisters

(continued from previous page)

October 25, 2009:  Dr. Alexander Lushnycky will be signing his newly published book, "Ukrainians
in the Delaware Valley" at St. Anne's Ukrainian Catholic Church, Warrington, PA after the 9am
Divine Liturgy in their Activity Center.  Please RSVP by October 21 if you will be attending:
stannesecretary@comcast.net

October 25, 2009: "Tricky Tray" Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church, 315 Fourth St, West
Easton, PA.

October 27-28, 2009: Clergy Conference - Cathedral

November  7, 2009:  Catechism of the Catholic Church workshop, 9:00am.

November 8, 2009: 125th Anniversary of St. Michael's Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, 114
South Chestnut Street, Shenandoah, PA 17976.  2:00pm Liturgy, 5:00pm Reception at St. Nicholas
Hall, Primrose, PA. For more information e-mail: stmichaelsukrainian@verizon.net

November 22, 2009: Cathedral Christmas Bazaar, Franklin & Brown Streets. (Philadelphia, PA.)

November 22, 2009:  "Remembering Victims of Holodomor 1932-33."  St. Josaphat Ukrainian
Catholic Parish, 4521 Longshore Ave, Philadelphia, PA starting at 10am.

December 5-6, 2009: Parish Annual Christmas Bazaar in the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church in Melrose Park, PA

December 13, 2009:  Annual Christmas Dinner.  Ss. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church, 100
S. Penn St., Clifton Heights, PA

January 30, 2010: St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic School in Philadelphia, PA Alumni Reunion.
www.stjosaphatchurch.com


