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St. Michael's Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church,
Shenandoah, PA, Celebrates 125th Anniversary

The 125th Anniversary Celebration of St. Michael's Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in Shenandoah, PA, was
held on Sunday, November 8, 2009.  St. Michael's is the First Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in America.

Photo: Teresa Siwak

Watch HD video & see more pictures
from the celebration on our blog at

www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

Na Mnohaya i Blahaya Lita!
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SHENANDOAH, PA- As
with many ethnic groups,
Ukra in ian-Amer icans
identify themselves not only
through their ancestral
heritage, but also through
their religious faith.

The faithful celebrated
heritage and faith Sunday
at St. Michael Ukrainian
Catholic Church as the
parish marked the 125th
anniversary of its founding
in 1884.

The anniversary is
significant not only for the
local church, but also
because the parish is the
oldest Eastern Rite Catholic
parish in America.

The Catholic Church has
29 liturgical rites - seven
rites in the Western/Latin
Church, which includes the
Roman Rite, the largest of
all rites, and 22 rites in
the Eastern Church, which
includes Ukrainian
Byzantine, of which St.
Michael parish is a part.
The Ukrainian Byzantine
Rite is the largest in the
Eastern Catholic Church.

Metropol i tan Stefan
Soroka, archbishop of the
Ukrainian Cathol ic
Archeparchy of
Philadelphia and the
spiritual leader of Ukrainian
Catholics in the United
States, celebrated a

Faithful Celebrate Historic Anniversary at Shenandoah Church

BY JOHN E. USALIS, (STAFF WRITER, "Republican Herald", jusalis@republicanherald.com)

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
in the church. The
concelebrants included the
Most Rev. John Bura,
apostolic administrator of
the Ukrainian Catholic
Eparchy of Parma, Ohio,
former auxiliary bishop of
the Phi ladelphia
archeparchy, and former
pastor of St. Michael; the
Most Rev. Andrew Pataki,
bishop emeritus of the
Ruthenian Byzantine
Cathol ic Eparchy of
Passaic, N.J.; the Rev.
Oleksandr Dumenko,
current pastor of St.
Michael; the Mitrophoric
Archpriest Mart in
Canavan, a parish son; the
Very Rev. John M. Fields,
dean of the South
Anthracite Protopresbytery
(deanery) of the
Philadelphia archeparchy,
and other clergy.

Prior to the Divine Liturgy,
a group of parishioners
began a procession from
the first church, which still
stands on West Centre
Street, to the current church
and to Trinity Academy,
where the clergy vested.
The procession with the
metropolitan, bishops,
clergy and members of the
Fourth Degree Knights of
Columbus Schuylki l l
Assembly 0923 walked on
Chestnut Street to the
church. Inside, Soroka was
greeted at the sanctuary

before the iconstasis (icon
wall) by parish children -
Alexis Peters, Ava Peters,
Alyssa Peters, Roksolana
Dumenko, Maryana
Dumenko, Glenn
Souchuck, Kyla Carado,
Marissa Lindenmuth and
Liam Wolfe - who
presented flowers, bread
(which symbolizes Christ as
the “Bread of Life”) and
salt (symbolizing that
Christ’s followers are to be
the “salt of the earth). The
altar servers each spoke
a few words about the
history and the faith of the
parish.

“Thank you for the very
beautiful welcome to all of
us,” Soroka said. “Indeed,
we gather here to
celebrate and give
thanks to the pioneers in
the creation of this church
and all of the sacrifices we
make today to celebrate
our faith so richly today in
this beautiful church.”

He told the young
parishioners, “.. . you
yourselves will pass along
these memories and the
faith in the 150th, the
175th and the 200th
anniversaries.”

After the Divine Liturgy, the
celebration moved from
Shenandoah to Primrose,
where a banquet was held
in St. Nicholas Hall .

Traditional Ukrainian music
was performed by “Kazka”
during the reception
before the dinner. The Very
Rev. Robert Hitchens,
rector of St. Josaphat
Ukrainian Cathol ic
Seminary, Washington,
D.C., and former pastor
of St. Michael, offered
welcoming remarks.

Bura offered the main
address, speaking of the
joys and struggles
U k r a i n i a nCa t h o l i c s
experienced in the past
and the present.

“In America, life was not
easy for our immigrants,”
he said. “They had
language diff icult ies,
different customs and
habits. They were despised
by the locals. Work was
tough in the mines,
especially since most of
them were used to
farming. And yet, knowing
all this, our people were
first of all a religious
people. The most
important thing was their
faith.

“At first,” Bura continued,
“our people attended the
Polish or Slovak church,
but these weren’t their
churches. They wanted
their own. The f irst
immigrants were here in

(continued on next page)
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the 1870s. By the 1880s,
there were already large
communities in the various
towns and cities. The
people of Shenandoah
were the f irst to try
something the other
communities didn’t do or
were not successful at.
They did a simple, but
ingenious, thing. They
wrote a letter to the
metropolitan archbishop
and said they wanted to
have in America what they
had in the old country -
their own church, their own
services and language,
and their own priest.”

The request was granted,
Bura said, and a priest
was sent to America to
found the first Eastern Rite
church.

Parishioner Ann Deturk
Swaldi provided parish
reflections from a personal
point of view,

Faithful Celebrate Historic Anniversary at Shenandoah Church

(continued from previous page)

accompanied by her
mother, Irene Donchalk
Deturk Flaherty, and her
son, Noah Swaldi.

Dumenko made note of
the devastating fire that
destroyed the parish’s
second church in 1980,
explaining that it did not
dampen the determination
of the members.

“When the fire destroyed
the second church, it did
not destroy the spirit of the
church,” he said. “The
parishioners, together with
the pastor (Bura), rebuilt
this beautiful church.”

Dumenko said it is good
to remember the past, but
it is also important to keep
the spirit of those who
founded the church and
maintained it for more than
a century in order to move
forward.

Children greet the Metropolitan

(Photos: Teresa Siwak)
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From the Archbishop's Desk

Metropolitan Stefan’s Reflection on
“Pylypivka” (Advent) and Thanksgiving

Praised be Jesus Christ!

George Washington’s words from his proclamation of Thanksgiving Day, written in October,
1789, offer special thoughts for reflection as we journey through “Pylypivka” or Advent, in
preparation for the celebration of the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  In that document, he cites
“the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be
grateful for His benefits, and humbly implore His protection and favor”.  George Washington then
goes on to cite the importance of our unity in rendering our thanks to God, and in offering our
prayers and supplications for the pardon of our transgressions.  Among his concluding words are
his call for us “to promote the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue”.

To acknowledge, obey, and give gratitude to God; to beseech His protection and favor;
and to be united in asking for pardon, and in promoting our faith - these were among the essential
qualities of the celebration of Thanksgiving envisioned by this nation’s first president, George
Washington.  They are also that which is desired to be especially cultivated within our hearts and
minds in the period of fasting which begins with the commemoration of the Feast of the Apostle
Philip on November 14th.

Such qualities require genuine will and sacrifice
by all of us.  Set for yourselves modest and humble
goals in fasting during this Advent preparation for
Christmas.  Your fasting can include your exclusion
of certain foods or luxuries from your daily routine,
so that you may be reminded of your utter
dependence on God and of your thirst for His
presence.  Re-direct some of your spare time to give
attention to the needs of others around you.  We all
thirst and need to receive love.  Search for ways to
give love freely to those who need it most and deserve
it least.  Your life was a gift to you from God; make
it a gift from God to others. Jesus is the greatest gift
of all.  Introduce Him to a friend or neighbor, by
inviting them to your church.  Offer the needs of
others in prayer to your best friend, Jesus.

May your “Pylypivka” journey be especially
blessed with many opportunities for spiritual renewal
and may you enjoy a joyful Thanksgiving!
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St. Philip’s Fast - Pylypiwka

When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them
power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases,
and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal
the sick. He told them: “Take nothing for the journey-no staff, no
bag, no bread, no money, no extra tunic. Whatever house you
enter, stay there until you leave that town. If people do not
welcome you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave their
town, as a testimony against them.” So they set out and went
from village to village, preaching the gospel and healing people
everywhere. (Lk. 9, 1-6)

The oldest Christian feast is the Resurrection of our Lord or
Easter. This Holy Day includes a whole cycle of feasts such as the
Ascension and Pentecost. It is the great feast of our redemption
and sanctification. Later Holy Days followed slowly until the fourth
century. After the Church won official recognition and full freedom
of worship and evangelization, our present calendar of festal
celebration began to develop. This development was motivated
by the Church’s desire to honor both events in the life of our Lord
and the memory of the holy martyrs. Eventually the Church
established a full year Christian calendar.

We are familiar with the preparatory period before the Resurrection. This is the Great Fast or the Holy
Forty Days’ Fast. The celebration of the birth of our Lord cannot be ascertained before the middle of the fourth
century. The church of Rome was the first to celebrate our Lord’s birth. Many think that the date of December
25 was chosen to supplant the feast of the god Mithra and the solemn celebration of the birth of the invincible
sun god. Others think that the date was chosen for the same reason that the Roman pagans honored the
victory of the sun. It is around this date that the sun overcomes the darkness and the days become longer.
Several times the prophets call Jesus Christ “Sun of Justice.” It was deemed proper to choose the day when
the sun begins its victorious cycle of light by shortening the duration of the night.

According to some sermons of St. Gregory of Nazianzus, he introduced this feast into the eastern
Church about the year 379 or 388. After his departure from Constantinople the celebration of Christ’s Nativity
on December 25 was neglected. In 395 Emperor Honorius re-instituted the celebration. St. John Chrysostom
tells us how he introduced this feast at Antioch sometime around 380. He explicitly says how he introduced
it in imitation of the church of Rome. St. John believed that the Roman Christians know the date of Christ’s birth
better than anybody else since the imperial city archives were accessible to them.

The first mention of a preparatory period before Christmas is mentioned in a decree of the Council of
Saragossa (380). The Council Fathers stated that every Christian should daily go to church from December 17
until the Theophany. At the Synod of Mac (581) in present day France it was decreed that from November
11, the day of St. Martin, until December 24 every Christian should fast 3 times a week (Monday, Wednesday
and Friday).

(continued on next page)
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The pre-Nativity period of preparation developed rather late. Scholars do not agree about the exact
time when it began. Some hold that it began in the sixth century. Others believe it began in the seventh or
the eighth century. The present liturgical pre-Nativity season was finally established at the Council of Constantinople
(1166). The Council decreed that the fast would begin on November 15 and last until December 24 inclusive.
Thus, there was created another 40 day fast. […] As far as our liturgical texts are concerned, the period of
preparation for the feast of the Holy Nativity of the Lord still begins on November 15.

The pre-Nativity fast is often called the Phillipian fast because it begins on the day after the feast of
St. Philip. The fast was introduced to prepare the church for a worthy celebration of the great and holy day
of the birth of Christ. The regulations for the fast were far more lenient than for the Great Fast. Only Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday were days of strict fasting without meat, dairy products or oil. On Sundays fish was
permitted. Lay people were at first permitted to eat fish on other days too until the monastic rigoristic influence
prevailed. It is interesting to observe that the famous 12th century Byzantine canonist Balsamon expressed the
opinion that it would be enough if the lay people fasted only one week before Christmas. In 1958 a modern
Greek author, Christos M. Enislides, welcomes Balsamon’s suggestion and believes that the best solution
would be for the Church at large to abstain from meat and dairy products for 33 days. During the last seven
days of the fast everybody should observe the strict fast.

To worthily meet our Lord and Savior, we should sanctify this pre-Nativity season of the Phillipian Fast.
Sanctifying means spending our time in faith and in the service of God and in kindness towards our neighbor,
especially those who are in need of our assistance. And we should think of what we would have been had
Christ not come to our lowliness and poverty. Together with the whole of the Byzantine Church we should try
to meet Christ as he deserves to be met and as it will, in His mercy, best serve our spiritual benefit!

Rev. Msgr. Russell A. Duker

St. Philip’s Fast - Pylypiwka
(continued from previous page)

NOTICE

This notice is written to remind the clergy and faithful that the Holy Day of the
Conception of St. Anne (Immaculate Conception) is celebrated on Wednesday, 9
December. It is not a Holy Day of Obligation. By decree of the Ukrainian Bishops
of the Metropolitan Province of Philadelphia on 30 November, 2006 this Holy Day
has been re-appointed to its original celebration.

A Reminder - the Holy Day of the Conception of St. Anne
is celebrated on December 9th
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St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic School Students
 from Philadelphia, PA, visit the Ukrainian Catholic

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception

Appoximately 40 students from the 5th and
6th grades at St. Josaphat Ukrainian
Catholic School were given a tour of the
Cathedral by Rev. Archpriest Daniel Troyan
on November 3, 2009. Children were
taught about the dome,  iconostas, royal
doors, tabernacle and other icons and
mosaics.

Watch a video from the
 tour on our blog at

www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

Photos: Teresa Siwak
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St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic School Students
 from Philadelphia, PA, visit the

Treasury of Faith Museum

On November 3, 2009, students from St.
Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic School were
given a tour by Rev. Archpriest Daniel
Troyan of the Treasury of Faith Museum
run by the Missionary Sisters of the Mother
of God. Among the rooms that the children
visited included: the Sanctuary Room, the
Hierarchy and Clergy Room where the
children were taught about the vestments
of a Deacon, Priest and Bishop, and the
Iconography Room where the children were
able to write their own icon of Jesus.

For tours of the Treasury of Faith
Museum please call 215-627-3389.

Watch a video from the tour
www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

Photos: Teresa Siwak
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Christmas/New Year’s Holiday Kielbasa Sale at
SS. Peter & Paul Church, Clifton Heights, PA

Due to a huge popular demand, we’re back with offering a traditional Holiday-time favorite food -
Kielbasa.  Ss. Peter & Paul Catholic Church in Clifton Heights, in conjunction with one of the area’s
well-known kielbasa makers, proudly announces the opening of the 2009 Christmas/New Year’s
Holiday Kielbasa Ring Sale.  We are offering mouth-watering, high quality kielbasa for the unbelievably
low price of only $10.00 per ring!  Stock up now for Christmas, New Years Day or for your freezer

to satisfy those winter cravings.  To place your orders, please call Kathy at
(610) 328-4731.

Orders are being taken now and pickup will be at noon on Sunday, December
20th, at the church which is located at 100 South Penn Street in Clifton
Heights, PA.

Slavic Christmas Luncheon - December 13th, Clifton Heights, PA

On Sunday, December 13th, Ss. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church, 100 South Penn Street, in
Clifton Heights, will hold a traditional Slavic Christmas Luncheon.  Lunch will be served at noon -
immediately after the regular 11:00 am. Sunday English Divine Liturgy.  We welcome all who wish
to enjoy traditional Slavic Christmas culinary delights such as; Pierogies, Kielbasa, and Ham.  Due
to the popularity of this annual event, seating is limited and tickets will go fast.  To make your
reservations, please call John or Caroline at (610) 622-0261 or the Rectory
at (610) 626-9495 before Wednesday, December 9th, to reserve your seat
for this special event. A nominal donation of $15.00 adults and $5.00 for
children 6 to 12 years of age is requested.  Children under 6 years of age
are free!  In the spirit of helping others in the community who may be
experiencing hard economic times, we also ask that each person attending
bring a non-perishable food item for our Holiday Food Drive.

November 1st thru December 13th  -  “Holiday Food Collection for the
Needy” at Ss. Peter & Paul Church, Clifton Heights, PA.

Once again, the parish will hold its annual Holiday Food Collection for the needy in the community
from November 1st thru December 13th.  Anyone wishing to donate any
canned or boxed, non-perishable food items should bring them to the church
on any Sunday before/or after the 11:00 am. English Divine Liturgy.  For the
last three years, a pickup truckload of food was collected and provided to a
community food bank.  Given the harsh economic conditions currently being
experienced, we appreciate anyone’s help in this worthwhile effort.  It will be
through your efforts that we aim for matching the previous year’s collection.

Events at Ss. Peter & Paul Church,
Clifton Heights, PA
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URGENT ACTION TO AID UKRAINE

On November 5, 2009 an emergency meeting was held in the office of the Chancery of the
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia with Metropolitan Archbishop Stefan Soroka and
the Ukrainian Human Rights Committee.  The meeting was held in response to the letter of appeal
send by the President of Ukraine.  In his urgent appeal Victor Yuschenko asked world leaders and
international organizations for immediate help to alleviate the drastic situation in Ukraine with the
spread of the pandemic H1N1 swine influenza.

At the start of the meeting  Metropolitan Soroka said,  “We have to respond because we are one
family…a family looks out for each other in hard times and celebrates the good times.” The meeting
focused on the urgency of the situation.  Various avenues of action were discussed and the
attendees decided that the plan of action would be two-fold.  The first phase would be the
collection of funds for immediate delivery to Ukraine for purchase of necessary supplies.  Archbishop
Soroka  will be in Ukraine at the end of November and he will personally deliver the funds. The
second phase of the flu action will be the collection of supplies.

Funds are to be send to:  Philadelphia Archeparchy 827 N. Franklin St Philadelphia, Pa. 19123
or deposited in collection baskets in churches marked  “N1H1 Swine flu”. The Ukrainian Human
Rights Committee has opened a special account #50921 at the Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal
Credit Union dealing with the “swine flu”

Present at the meeting were Metropolitan Archbishop Stefan Soroka, the Dean of the Ukrainian
Catholic Archeparchy Ivan Demkiw, Ulana Mazurkevich, Chrystia Senyk, Orysia Hewka, Oksana
Woroch and Yara Snylyk.

         Photo (Top Row): Oksana Woroch, Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan Soroka, Rev. Ivan Demkiv, Chrystia Senyk,
(Bottom Row): Ulana Mazurkevich, Orysia Hewak, Yara Snylyk
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Christmas BazaarChristmas BazaarChristmas BazaarChristmas BazaarChristmas Bazaar
St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Parish

in    Philadelphia holds annual Christmas Bazaar

on Sunday, December 6, 2009

from 11.30 a.m. till 4.00 p.m. at the premises

of St. Josaphat School Gym (4521 Longshore Ave.

- junction of Ditman òà Disston Streets) in

Philadelphia.

You will be presented with the opportunity to

purchase various Christmas gifts, postcards, Ukrainian

souvenirs, as well as Ukrainian food, such as pierogies,

kovbasa etc. Spend your Sunday lunch with us and savour

the delicious home made dishes, cakes, coffee and tea.

Bring your camera and take picture of your child and St.

Nicholas (Santa) who will be our special guest that

day.

Vendors are welcome. Cost per 1 table is only

$20! Do not miss an opportunity to get ready for

Christmas.

For more information

please call:

Fr. Ihor Bloshchynskyy

at 215-332-8488

or

Mrs. Maria Iwaskiw

at 215-969-4101.
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The 6th Annual Ukrainian New Year Dinner Dance - MALANKA - will take place on Friday evening,
January 15, 2010, 6:00pm to 1:00am, at St. Vladimir Parish Center, 428 North Seventh Avenue,
Scranton. Michael Trusz and Kathleen Izak are serving as chairman and cochairman respectively.

Sponsored by the combined Ukrainian organizations of Northeastern Pennsylvania, the event will be
catered by Paul A. Wanas of Accentuate Caterers of Distinctive Events offering a generously varied
American and Ukrainian dinner buffet including borshch, holubchi, chicken Kyiv, kobasa, pyrohy, along
with a cash bar and dancing to the music of the internationally known orchestra Fata Morgana of New
Jersey/New York plus a late night champagne toast.

Tickets are $40.00 and can be obtained by contacting:

Helen Ewasko of Dalton at 570 563-2275 or Michael Slavich of Central
Scranton at 570 343-4444 (or many others on the Committee.)

The Planning Committee is composed of members of the Ukrainian Heritage
Council of Northeastern Pennsylvania; St. Michael Ukrainian Orthodox Church,
Scranton; St. Vladimir Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, Scranton; and, North
Anthracite Council of the League of Ukrainian Catholics.

MALANKA - Scranton, PA

St. Anne Ukrainian Catholic Church located at
1545 Easton Road in Warrington, PA 18976 presents:

Saturday - December 12 - 9 am doors open - Annual Cookie Walk  Too busy
or tired to make your holiday cookies?  Let us make them for you!   Over 40 different
varieties will be available for sale by the pound.  You can also order our Nut and
Fruit Rolls ($14/roll) now by filling out the form found on our website
(www.stanneukrainiancc.com ) and pick them up at our Cookie Walk.  Varieties of
rolls are:  Nut(walnut), Lekvar(prune), Poppyseed, Raspberry, and Apricot.  More
info??  stannesecretary@comcast.net or call Karen 215-343-4310

Sunday, December 6 - TBA - Religious Education Children’s Annual Christmas Pagaent - Visit
from Saint Nick - Potluck Dinner.  Bring your favorite food to share with our parishioners.  Enjoy
an enthusiastic play given by our students and listen to songs of the season in
English and Ukrainian.  More info?? stannesecretary@comcast.net or Helene
215-343-3948

BINGO every Tuesday - doors open at 5:30 pm - games begin at 6:45 pm
- $10/pp – Food also available.
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A committee to promote the
Alexander Lushnycky’s book
Ukrainian of Greater
Philadelphia was formed in
the fall of 2007.  It consisted
of: Vera Andryczyk, Petro
Husky, Yaroslav Zalipsky,
Ihor Kushnir, Eryna Cvikula-
Korchynska, Christ ina
Kulchckyj (secretary), Roman
Levytsky, Roksolana Luciw
(treasurer) , Ulana
Mazurkevich, Borys Pawliuk,
Ulana Prociuk (chair ) ,
Nicholas Rudnytzky, Ihor
Smolij, Christia Senyk and
Ihor Czyzhovytch. The
Committee reports that
profits from the sale of the
work ($10,000) were
donated to benefit the needy
Ukrainian orphans in Brazil.

Sr. Lukyj Tzalkovsky OSBM of the Orphanage in Reserva - Parana, Brazil received $5,000 and Sr. Elijana
Melnitsky of the Sisters
Servants of the
Orphanage in Irata-
Parana, Brazil received
$5000 to help their
noble and blessed
cause.

The Committee has
received let ters
expressing heartfelt
gratitude from the
orphans.  They
promised prayers and
asking the Lord to bless
the author and all who
contributed to this
collection.

Ulana Prociuk

Donation made to orphans from proceeds of the book
Ukrainians of Greater Philadelphia

Irata-Parana, Brazil

Reserva-Parana, Brazil
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Treasury of Faith Museum –  „C  ”  

Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia 

810 North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123-2097 

Phone (215) 627-3389   Fax (215)-627-4225 

tofmuseum@catholic.org 

 

 

November 13, 2009 
  ! 

 

My dear friends in Christ, 

     We are interested in organizing “Friends of the Museum”; a volunteer 

program dedicated to sustaining, promoting and assisting the Treasury of Faith Museum 

of our Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy. 

      Archbishop Stefan Soroka has established this museum, with the assistance of the 

Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God, as a means of evangelization: bringing the 

Good News of Jesus Christ to not only our Ukrainian faithful, but also to promote a 

better understanding of our Ukrainian Greek  Catholic Church’s mission of faith to 

everyone . 

     There will be a formation meeting on Sunday , December 6 at 3:00PM at 

the Museum . We invite you to come and join with us with the conviction of what 

miracles faith can accomplish. We indeed have a great treasury of beauty, grace , 

history and tradition which can inspire and give new life.  We have been “ hiding our 

light beneath a bushel basket” and we have a chance to let it shine!  We hope you can 

join us!  Please respond by email or telephone if you are able to attend. 

       

Gratefully yours in Christ, 
Fr. Dan Troyan                                                        Sr. Evhenia    Sr. Timothea 

Archpriest Daniel Troyan                                     Sr. Evhenia MSMG 

 Evangelization Office                                          Sr. Timothea MSMG 

 Archdiocese of Philadelphia                                Curators Treasury of Faith Museum 

 

 

 

                          The Treasury of Faith Museum will have a  

        Children’s Program for the FEAST OF ST. NICHOLAS 
 

           Children’s Divine Liturgy at 11:00AM Sunday December 6, 2009 

                     At the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception. 

 Afterwards there will be a short St. Nicholas Program at the Museum at 12:00 noon, 

with an opportunity to create a Christmas Ornament for the children and a visit from St. 

Nicholas. All are welcome!  Cookies and Milk for all in attendance! 
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"Consecrated Life - Call to Holiness"
A day of reflection, conversation and visioning for Women/Men Religious, Clergy, Seminarians, and
Catechists was held on October 21, 2009 in Stamford, CT.  The event was sponsored by the Archeparchy
of Philadelphia and the Eparchy of Stamford.  The Opening Prayer was led by Bishop Paul Chomnycky,
OSBM. Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka gave the Introduction and Welcome.  The Sessions were led
by Rev. Joseph Loya, OSA and Sr. Laura Palka, OSBM.  (Photos: Sr. Lydia Anna Sawka, OSBM)

Rev. Joseph
Loya, OSA

Sr. Laura
Palka,
OSBM

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka welcomes
everyone in attendence.



St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Parish in Philadelphia is holding Alumni

Reunion for St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic School Alumni (1962-2002).

The event is scheduled for Saturday, January 30, 2010, at 7 p.m., at the

premises of the school located at: 4521 Longshore Ave., Philadelphia, PA

19135. Complete your registration form (name, year of graduation, address,

and email), and email it to: stjosaphatreunion@gmail.com, or mail it to: St.

Josaphat Rectory, 6932 Ditman St., Philadelphia, PA 19135 (c/o: Alumni

Reunion). Register electronically through the parish website:

www.stjosaphatchurch.com Registration is open until NOVEMBER 15, 2009. Volunteers and

sponsors welcome! Save the date – Hold on to your spirit and celebrate!

ST. JOSAPHAT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL ST. JOSAPHAT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL ST. JOSAPHAT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL ST. JOSAPHAT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL ST. JOSAPHAT UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL REUNION REGISTRATION - LAST CALL!!!!REUNION REGISTRATION - LAST CALL!!!!REUNION REGISTRATION - LAST CALL!!!!REUNION REGISTRATION - LAST CALL!!!!REUNION REGISTRATION - LAST CALL!!!!
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ST. MICHAEL’S UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, FRACKVILLE
TO PRESENT CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT PROCESSIONAL

SUN., DEC. 6 AT 4 P.M.

PROGRAM TO INCLUDE BRASS ENSEMBLE, REENACTMENT OF THE NATIVITY STORY
AND AUDIENCE CAROL SING-A-LONG

FRACKVILLE, PA.:  A Christmas Candlelight Processional Pageant will be held Sunday, December 6 at 4
p.m. in St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church, West Oak Street, Frackville.

The program will include the story of the Birth of Christ, with Scripture reading, a reenactment of the Nativity
scene by the children of the parish, and an audience carol sing-a-long with many of the traditional Christmas
carols, including Ukrainian carols.

A brass ensemble will perform before the program and also provide accompaniment during the presentation.

The pageant will include the participation of over twenty children portraying Joseph, Mary, the three wise
men, angels, shepherds, and villagers.

The audience will sing along as traditional carols are interspersed with the narration of the Gospel accounts
of the Nativity of the Christ Child.

After the program, the outdoor Christmas tree lighting will take
place. Then all are invited to covered dish which will be served in the
parish hall and St. Nicholas will make his annual visit, which this year
coincides with the Feastday of St. Nicholas, Sunday, December 6.

There is no admission and the program is open to the public.

For additional information or directions, please call the parish rectory:
(570) 874-1101.

Photo from last year



Pennsylvania’s 2009 state
budget impasse is over;
the result is good news
and bad news for the
Educational Improvement
Tax Credit (EITC) program.

First, the good news.
Thanks to the leadership
of Senator Jeffrey Piccola
(R-Dauphin County) and
Speaker of the House
Keith McCall (D-Carbon
County) and other
supporters, hundreds more
families with special needs
children will be eligible for
EITC scholarships,
grant ing them more
educational options.
Income levels for
scholarship el igibi l i ty
increased in a two-tier
structure.  The qualifying
income level for families
with special needs children
attending tradit ional
schools will increase by a
factor of 1.5.  The
allowable income for
families with special needs
children attending special
schools will increase by a
factor of 2.9. The EITC
income eligibility levels for
all families will increase in
2011.

Senator Piccola has always
been a stalwart supporter
of EITC.  “This is a
signif icant and much
needed component to the
program considering
(these) families often pay
significant costs to ensure

Good news and bad news about EITC
By A.B. Hill

their child’s educational
needs are met,” said
Piccola. “This change to
the program will give even
more parents and children
the economic means to
make these same choices.”

 “I think the changes we
made this year (to EITC)
make a good thing even
better,” said
Representative McCall,
another long-t ime
supporter of EITC.
“Expanding these income
limits and changing these
allowances will allow more
families to take part in the
program and make a
substantial difference for
families with special-needs
students.  Even in this tough
financial year the
legislature saw the value
of EITC, and hopefully
we’ve positioned ourselves
– and parents statewide
– to take advantage of
EITC for years to come.”

The PCC extends special
thanks to al l who
supported these welcome
changes to EITC.

Now, the bad news.
Despite the success of this
popular program and the
best efforts of supporters,
EITC suffered a $15 million
cut.  Next year, it is
proposed to be cut by
$10 million more.  Less
money for tax credits
means less available

scholarships.  Many
famil ies wi l l have to
sacrifice even more so their
children can remain in the
school that best meets their
needs.  This is a
disappointing blow to
nonpublic school students
and their families at a time
when state budget
expenditures for public
schools increased
substantially.

Economic indicators point
to another difficult budget
year in 2010, but
additional cuts to EITC do
not have to be the
outcome.  Outspoken
grassroots support for
public policy programs like
EITC can change the
course of the debate.  The
PCC invites all concerned
citizens to get involved with
the Advocates for Catholic
Education (ACE-PA)
network.  Anyone can help
regardless of t ime
constraints; a computer
and an email address are
all that is necessary.

ACE-PA members will be
updated on important
news about EITC and other
Catholic education issues.
The network will be alerted
when the time comes to
contact state legislators
about education issues.
Volunteer advocates will
be called upon to spread
the news within the school
community and beyond.

Anyone interested in
getting involved should
contact their diocesan
ACE-PA coordinator or
Sean McAleer at
smcaleer@pacatholic.org
or 717-238-9613 to sign
up for the Advocates for
Cathol ic Education
network.

EITC is valuable to
Pennsylvania families; it is
critical for us to take action
to defend it.  The bad
news: in tough economic
times success will mean a
lot of hard work.  The
good news: together we
can restore EITC to a level
that supports the
educational opportunities
deserved by every
Pennsylvania student.

Hill is Communications
Director of the
Pennsylvania Catholic
Conference – the public
affairs arm of
Pennsylvania’s Catholic
bishops and the Catholic
dioceses of Pennsylvania.
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Saturday 10:00AM – 7:00PM  Sunday 10:00AM – 2:00PM 
 

Featuring: 

 HOLY SUPPER - “  ” TABLE 

 HOME-BAKED CAKES AND COOKIES 

 UKRAINIAN TABLE: CDS, CHRISTMAS CARDS, 

EMBROIDERIES, CERAMICS 

 FOOD COURT SERVING TRADITIONAL UKRAINIAN 

“PIEROGIES  &  HOLUBTSI” 

 RAFFLE   &   REFRESHMENTS 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

1729 Cottman Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19111 
 

1-888-POLTAVA      www.ukrfcu.com 

● NO Monthly Fees 
 

 

● Daily compounded interest 

    for maximum earnings. 
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December 5-6, 2009: Parish Annual Christmas
Bazaar in the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church in Melrose Park,
PA

December 6, 2009:  Christmas Pagaent,  St.
Anne Ukrainian Catholic Church, 1545 Easton Rd,
Warrington, PA

December 6, 2009: Christmas Bazaar, St.
Josaphat's, 4521 Longshore Ave, Philadelphia, PA,
11:30-4:00.

December 6, 2009: Christmas Candlelight
Processional, St. Michael's, Frackville, PA, starting
at 4p.m., for more information call 570-874-1101.

December 6, 2009: Treasury of Faith Museum,
short St. Nicholas Program at 12:00 noon & "Friends
of the Museum" meeting 3PM, 810 N. Franklin St,
Philadelphia, PA. E-mail: tofmuseum@catholic.org

December 12, 2009:  Annual Cookie Walk, St.
Anne Ukrainian Catholic Church, 1545 Easton Rd,
Warrington, PA, 9AM

December 13, 2009:  Slavic Christmas Luncheon.
Ss. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church, 100 S.
Penn St., Clifton Heights, PA.  Please call 610-
626-9495 before December 9th to reserve your
seat.

December 13, 2009: After 10:45am Sunday
Liturgy, a light lunch will be held prior to St. Nicholas
visiting the Immaculate Conception Ukrainian
Catholic parish located at Liberty Ave & Bloy St. in
Hillside (Union County), NJ.   The parish children
and Odarka Polanskyj Stockert will present a
bilingual entertainment program in honor of St.
Nicholas.  For further information, please visit the
parish websi te at www.byzcath.org/
ImmaculateConcept ion or email
ICUkrainianCatholic@yahoo.com

January 15, 2010: 6th Annual Ukrainian New
Year Dinner Dance "Malanka" - St. Vladimir's, 428
N. Seventh Ave., Scranton, PA, 6pm-1am. Tickets
are $40. For information call Helen at 570-563-
2275 or Michael at 570-343-4444

January 30, 2010: St. Josaphat Ukrainian
Catholic School in Philadelphia, PA Alumni Reunion.
www.stjosaphatchurch.com


