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“The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light;
Upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone.” (Isaiah 9:1)

The winter solstice
arrives, and with it the
dreaded darkness.  Like
the poet Dylan Thomas,
we “rage, rage against the
dying of the light.”  We
long for the fading light,
hoping that the sun will
return with renewed vigor,
bringing l ight to our
darkness and warmth to
our winter.  We raise our
hopeful eyes to the fickle
moon, which waxes and
then wanes – tantalizing
us with its glow, only then
to withdraw it again.  We
look longingly to the
faithful stars, whose
pinpoints of light fascinate
us with their artistry and
draw our minds beyond
our darkened world.

In the dark winter
sky appears the wandering
star which would come to
rest over Bethlehem, the
City of David.  Two other
wanderers also made their
way to Bethlehem in the (continued on next page)

night:  a carpenter named
Joseph, and his pregnant
wife Mary.  Darker than
the night around them was
the human darkness which
they encountered:  doors
of inns and doors of
human hearts were closed
to the homeless couple in
need.  As a result, the
Divine Child about to be
born received no
hospitality except that of
a dark cave, and lowly
animals provided the only
warmth – warmth which
cold and hardened
human hearts had refused.

It was in the dark
cave that the impossible
happened:  a virgin
became a mother, and
the God of heaven came
into the world as a fragile
Child.  These strange
happenings give words to
our Ukrainian Christmas
carol, Äèâíàÿ íîâèíà:

Icon: Holy Trinity Chapel, Sisters of the Order of
St. Basil the Great, Fox Chase Manor, PA
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(continued on next page)

Wondrous tidings!  Today
in Bethlehem the one Virgin
Mary gave birth to a Son.”

When the Boy was
born, the darkness of the
cave was overcome:  as
the Nicene Creed tells us,
He Himself is “Light from
Light, true God from true
God”.  How appropriate
that the coming of Jesus,
Who is the Light of the
World, should be
proclaimed in the heavens
by a brilliant star!  Not
only did the star shed its
light upon the darkened
earth, but it also led the
Magi to look beyond the
dim light of their astrology,
allowing themselves to be
led to the Child Who
Himself is the Light beyond
all human understanding.
In the Baby, they found
not only the goal of their
search, but the fulfillment
of their hearts’ desire.

Not all are as wise
as the Magi, however.
Darker than the winter
night, darker than the cave
is the darkness brought into
the world by human beings
who flee the light.  Greater
than the pangs of birth is
the pain of those who
suffer injustice at the hands
of those who, like Herod,
ruthlessly grab for power
and control.  Colder than
the winter’s night are the
hearts of those who act
like the innkeepers of

Christmas Pastoral
(continued from previous page)

Window: St. Michael's, Shenandoah, PA

Bethlehem:  thinking only
of themselves, they selfishly
enrich themselves while
depriving others of what
is needed for life.

Jesus was born in
a cold, dark cave because
He had been scorned; in
this, as in so many ways,
Jesus came to share every
aspect of our life:  the
darkness, the coldness, the
pain.  We see hints of this
in the icon of the Nativity:
the manger in which the
Baby lies looks like a
sarcophagus, the
swaddling clothes remind
us of the shroud in which
His crucified Body would
be wrapped, the cave in
which He was born is
reminiscent of the tomb in
which His lifeless Body
would be laid.  Jesus
shared all our sufferings;
in sharing the, however,
Jesus overcame them, and
He shows us the way to
do likewise.  He calls to us
with the arms which He
would open for us on the
Cross, and our hearts
want to respond:  “Like a
deer that yearns for
running streams, so my soul
is yearning for you, my
God: (Psalm 41).

We are drawn to
warmth and light of the
Church, where God
speaks to us in symbols
far richer than words.  At
the preparation table

where gifts of bread and
wine are prepared for the
Divine Liturgy, we find a
metal frame referred to as
the “star” because it
should include a small
hanging star; as the
celebrant places the “star”
over the bread which will
consecrated, he says
words reminiscent of the
Christmas story:  “The star
came and stood over the
place where the Child
was.”  Indeed, these words
are from the Gospel of the
day, which recounts the
story of the Magi.  The
Wise Men sought Jesus
under the star; Wise Men
(and women) still seek Him
under the “star”,
recognizing Him as

present on our altar and
in our Church.

Hoping to be
among the wise ones who
seek Christ, we come to
church where everything
speaks to us of Him.  We
see the great lamp
proclaiming to all that
Christ, the Light of the
World, is our light as well.
As the gifts of bread and
wine are brought to the
altar at the time of the
Great Entrance, we are
reminded that we are to
be like the angels who sing
God’s praises:  “we who
mystically represent the
cherubim and sing the
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Thrice-holy Hymn to the life-giving Trinity”; in our
caroling, we join our voices to the angelic voices
which filled the heavens and the earth on the first
Christmas:  “Glory to God in the highest, and
peace to all on earth”.  The Christ who came
seeking the welcome of the innkeepers comes to
us in the Eucharist and asks us to welcome Him
into our very hearts.  If we indeed receive Him
with faith, our lives are transformed, and we are
inspired to sing:  “We have seen the true Light.
We have received the heavenly spirit.  We have
found the true faith.  We worship the undivided
Trinity for having saved us.”

Our transformation is not just for ourselves:
we are to become convincing icons of Christ for
a world so desperate for the salvation which only
He can give.  At the Great Compline of Christmas,
we sing “God is with us!”  God is not only with
us, but for us and through us as well.  When
others look at us, may they recognize the Christ
Whose light we are called to reflect, Whose love
we are called to share.

Christ is Born!  Let us glorify Him!

+Stefan Soroka
Metropolitan-Archbishop of Philadelphia

+Richard Seminack
Eparch of St. Nicholas in Chicago

+Paul Chomnycky, OSBM
Eparch of Stamford

+John Bura
Apostolic Administrator

of St. Josaphat in Parma

Christmas, 2009
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Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols 

 

Sunday, January 10, 2010 

 

3:00 PM 

 

at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception 

830 North Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123 

 
Choirs from different parishes will participate. Everyone is welcome. 
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FRACKVILLE — For the sixth
year in a row, St. Michael
Ukrainian Catholic Church
in Frackville showed the
“Reason for the Season”
with its annual Candlelight
Christmas Pageant, held
Sunday afternoon in the
church.

With almost 200 people
in attendance, the
pageant had two dozen
of the parish’s children
dressed in period costume
and a few adults telling
the Nativity story in front
of the church. The children
told the story from the
announcement to Mary by
the Archangel Gabriel that
she would bring the
Messiah, who would be
named Jesus, into the
world, to the visit by the
Magi bringing their gold,
frankincense and myrrh as
gifts to the newborn king.

The public was welcomed
by the pastor, the Very
Rev. Archpriest John Fields.
“This afternoon, on behalf
of the St. Michael parish
family, we welcome you
to our annual Christmas
candlelight processional,”
said Father Fields. “We
encourage you, we invite
you, we almost want to
command you to sing.
There is a reason for it.

BY JOHN E. USALIS
STAFF WRITER, "Republican Herald"

jusalis@republicanherald.com

Candlelight Christmas pageant performed
for the sixth year in Frackville

(continued on next page)

Do you remember the
phrase about ‘singing for
your supper?’ Well, if you
sing well, everybody is
invited to the church hall
for your supper
afterwards.”

Father Fields explained the
importance of retelling the
message of the f irst
Christmas each year. “As
we reflect on the children
in acting the themes from
scripture in the Gospels of
Luke and Matthew that tell
the story of the birth of
Our Lord, you can also
reminisce and think back
on all the Christmases
you’ve experienced with
your families and loved
ones in different places
and different times, but the
story’s the same. Our
God, our King, came to
earth to become one of
us so we, as children of
God, can receive the gift
of salvation.”

Father Fields introduced
Cheryl Bobiak, who
provided the narration that
included Bible passages
telling the Christmas story.
Christine Fannick has
directed the program since
the beginning, assisted by
Donna Shimko and
Matthew Kenenitz and the
parish’s CCD teachers.

Abbey Peleschak, right, holds the Baby Jesus in her
arms in her role as Mary while Alex Mazur, left, portrays
Joseph in the sixth annual Candlelight Christmas
Pageant at St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church,
Frackville. Kelly Damiter, back, center, is the Archangel
Gabriel.
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“We ask you to participate
and enjoy, and let this
program become one of
your Christmas memories,”
said Father Fields. “This is
our parish gift to our
community.”

Father Fields asked the
audience to sing along
with the cast on many of
the familiar carols, which
were printed in the
program booklet. Music
was provided by members
of the North Schuylkill High
School Brass Ensemble.

As Bobiak read the
narration between carols,
the children processed into
the church. This year, Mary
was portrayed by Abbey
Peleschak and Joseph by
Alex Mazur. “And it came
to pass in those days that
the angel Gabriel was sent
from God to a city in
Galilee named Nazareth,”
said Bobiak in the
opening narration. “He
came to a virgin named
Mary, who was betrothed
to Joseph, of the House
of David. And appearing
to her, the angel said, ‘The
Lord is with you. Blessed
are you among women.’
Mary was troubled at the
sight of him and by his
words. And the angel said
to her, ‘Do not fear, for
you have found favor with
God. Behold, you shall
conceive and bring forth
a son, and you shall call
Him Jesus.”

Candlelight Christmas pageant
(continued from previous page)

The Holy Family is visited
by angels, shepherds and
the Magi, portrayed by
Hunter Shimko, Devan
Shimko and Stephen
Mazur.

Following the singing of
Silent Night, Bobiak said,
“Although hundreds of
years have passed, we still
celebrate the birthday of
that babe of Bethlehem
and the wonderful
happiness of the first
Christmas still lives in our
hearts. For unto us a child
is born, unto us a son is
given, and the government
shal l be upon His
shoulders and His name
shall be called wonderful,
counselor, the Mighty
God, the Everlast ing
Father, the Prince of
Peace.”

As everyone in the church
sang “Boh Predvichny”
(Eternal God) in English
and Ukrainian, candles
held by everyone were
lighted and the lights in
the church were dimmed.

Near the conclusion of the
program, a free-wi l l
collection was taken, with
the donations given to the
Frackville food pantry.

As the program ended,
Father Fields made some
brief remarks to the
audience. “Our Lord says,
‘My peace I give to you.

Peace be with all.’
That has been His
prayer. That is
what He gives us.
Let us accept His
peace, but more
than accepting it,
just like His love,
let us share it this
Christmas and
always,” said
Father Fields. “At
this time, I thank
all the teachers and those
involved in putting on this
program — Chris Fannick,
Donna Shimko, Cheryl
Bobiak, the CCD teachers,
the students and the
parents. Let’s give them a
great round of applause.
We’d also like to thank our
brass ensemble, which is
new this year, under
Matthew (Tenaglia), the
band director at North
Schuylkill, and the four
North Schuylkill students.
They did a wonderful job
this evening. We also want
to thank our children, and
you, our audience, for

coming and sharing. In a
day and age when you
can be at home watching
a football game — and I
think the Eagles won
anyhow — or go out
shopping, or all the other
secular things, you have
come here to learn and
experience the true
meaning of Christmas —
that Christ became man
for our salvation.”

Father Fields also noted
that Sunday was the feast
of St. Nicholas. “In our icon

(continued on next page)
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screen behind me, this is the icon of St. Nicholas,
pointing to the large icon to the left side of the
iconstasis,” said Father Fields. “He’s always on
our icon screen in our churches because he’s
such a favorite saint. So, on this feast of St.
Nicholas, we join in honoring him as we share in
his gift-giving and his sharing of the love of Christ.”

At the end of the pageant, people gathered outside
for the lighting of the Christmas tree in front of the
church, with the brass ensemble playing briefly.
The crowd then moved to the parish hall for a
covered dish social. At the end of the meal, Saint
Nicholas arrived and took his place at the front
of the room, where he visited with the children
and distributed gifts.

- John E. Usalis

Candlelight Christmas pageant
(continued from previous page)

With angels and a shepherd at his side, St. Nicholas
talks to the crowd Sunday evening at St. Michael
Ukrainian Catholic Church hall following the pageant.

St. Nicholas visits the children of St. George’s in Pittsburgh
Sunday, December 6th, was a special day in the life of the parish family of St. George’s in Pittsburgh,
PA. We celebrated the life of
the Saint of our childhood,
Saint Nicholas the
Wonderworker, Archbishop of
Myra in Lycia. At the end of
the Divine Liturgy the children
and faithful welcomed Saint
Nicholas with that beautiful
hymn: “O khto, khto Nikolaya
lyubit-Those who love Nicholas
the Saintly”. Following that, we
continued with the celebration
in our Church hall where the
parents of our children offered
different food items and
hosted a Cookie walk for this
holiday season. All the children
had an opportunity to be with
St. Nicholas and receive a gift
from him.
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ХРИСТОС  РAЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 

СЛАВІМ  ЙОГО!!!  
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Манор Коледж бажає 
всім Веселих Свят! 

 
America’s Premier Two-Year Catholic  College 

700 Fox Chase Rd. Jenkintown, Pa. 19046 
(215) 885-2360 
www.manor.edu 

The 6th Annual Ukrainian New Year Dinner Dance - MALANKA - will take place on Friday evening,
January 15, 2010, 6:00pm to 1:00am, at St. Vladimir Parish Center, 428 North Seventh Avenue,
Scranton. Michael Trusz and Kathleen Izak are serving as chairman and cochairman respectively.

Sponsored by the combined Ukrainian organizations of Northeastern Pennsylvania, the event will be
catered by Paul A. Wanas of Accentuate Caterers of Distinctive Events offering a generously varied
American and Ukrainian dinner buffet including borshch, holubchi, chicken Kyiv, kobasa, pyrohy, along
with a cash bar and dancing to the music of the internationally known orchestra Fata Morgana of New
Jersey/New York plus a late night champagne toast.

Tickets are $40.00 and can be obtained by contacting:

Helen Ewasko of Dalton at 570 563-2275 or Michael Slavich of Central Scranton
at 570 343-4444 (or many others on the Committee.)

The Planning Committee is composed of members of the Ukrainian Heritage Council of Northeastern
Pennsylvania; St. Michael Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Scranton; St. Vladimir Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church, Scranton; and, North Anthracite Council of the League of Ukrainian Catholics.

MALANKA - Scranton, PA
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St. Nicholas offers the Homily at the Ukrainian Catholic
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception.

St. Nicholas visited the children at the 11:00 Divine Liturgy at the Cathedral
on Sunday, December 6, 2009.  After the faithful sang the hymn to St.
Nicholas, “O õòî, õòî Ìèêîëàÿ ëþáèòü!”, St. Nicholas came into the
Cathedral and offered the Homily. St. Nicholas spoke to the children about
how Jesus said to give from our hearts.  Be generous to those who need
it, and to help those who need help.

After the Liturgy, the children went to the Treasury of Faith Museum  where
St. Nicholas gave all the children candy and a present.  The children had
a nice time making holiday crafts, speaking to St. Nicholas, enjoying milk
and cookies, and touring the Museum with their parents.  Everyone sang
a few Christmas Carols with St. Nicholas and enjoyed his visit.

Watch a video from St. Nicholas' visit on
our blog at www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

Children kiss the Holy Gospel held by
Rev. Archpriest Daniel Troyan.

St. Nicholas offers the Homily at the
Liturgy for Children.
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Rev. Daniel Troyan and his dog "Daisy",
dressed as a reindeer, spread cheer
during St. Nicholas' visit to the Museum.

St. Nicholas visits the Treasury of Faith Museum
 on December 6, 2009

(continued from previous page)

(Photos: Teresa Siwak & Tanya Bilyj)
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NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to
Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east
and have come to worship him.”When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.
When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the
Christ was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
”’But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you
will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’”

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the
exact time the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and
said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you
find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”After
they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they
had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the
place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were
overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then
they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold
and of incense and of myrrh. And having been warned in a dream
not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another
route.(Mt. 2, 1 – 12)

The Nativity of our Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Savior of the
world, was born of the
Most Holy Virgin Mary in
the city of Bethlehem
during the reign of the
emperor Augustus
(Octavian) . Caesar
Augustus decreed that a
universal census be made
throughout all his empire,
which then also included
Palestinian Israel. The Jews
were accustomed to carry
out the nation’s census-
taking according to
ancestral-origins, tribes
and family-relations. Every
ancestral-origin and
family-relation had its own
designated city as its place
of ancestry. The Most
Blessed Virgin Mary and

Righteous Joseph,
descended from the family
line of King David, had to
go to Bethlehem (the city
of David), to register their
names on the census-list
of Caesar’s subjects. At
Bethlehem they did not find
a single place vacant at
any of the city’s inns. In
the celebrated cave, used
as a stable, amidst the hay
and the straw, strewn
about as food and
bedding for the cattle, far
from the hearth of home,
amidst people that were
total strangers, on the cold
winter night, and in a
setting deprived not only
of worldly grandeur but
even of the basic amenities
- was born the God-Man,

the Savior of the world. “I
behold a strange and
most glorious mystery, -
with awe sings Holy
Church, - Heaven - the
Cave; the Throne of the
Cherubim - the Virgin; the
Manger - the Crib, in
which lay the placeless
Christ God” (Irmos in 9th
Ode of the Festal Canon).
Without defilement having
given birth to the Divine
Infant the Most Holy Virgin,
Herself without help from
strangers, “wraps Him in
swaddling cloths and
places Him in the manger”
(Lk. 2). But amidst the
midnight stillness, when all
mankind was shrouded in
its deepest sinful sleep, the
proclaiming of the Birth of

the Savior of the world was
heard by shepherds,
watching their flocks by
night. And the Angel of
the Lord came before them
and said: “Fear not, for lo
I proclaim you tidings of
great joy, which shall be
for all people, for this day
is born unto you the Savior,
Which is Christ the Lord in
the city of David”. The
humble shepherds were
the first deemed worthy to
offer worship for the
salvation of mankind to
Him that has
condescended to “the
image of an humble
servant”. Besides the
Angelic glad tidings to the

(continued on next page)
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Bethlehem shepherds, the
Nativi ty of Christ by
means of a wondrous star
was made known to Magi
“knowing the stars”, and
in the person of these
Eastern wise-men all the
pagan world,
imperceptibly - bent down
upon its knees before the
true Savior of the world,
the God-Man. Entering
wherein the Infant lay, the
wise-men Magi - “falling
down they worshipped
Him, and opening their
treasure they presented
Him gif ts : gold and
frankincense and myrrh”
(Mt. 2: 11).

In remembrance of
the Nativity in the flesh of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the
feast day was established
by the Church. Its very
origin is related to the times
of the Apostles. In the
Apostolic Constitutions it
says: “Brethren, observe
the feast days, and among
the chief such the day of
the Birth of Christ, which
make ye celebration of on
the 25th day of the tenth
month” (from March, which
in those days began the
year). There also in another
place it said: “Celebrate
the day of the Nativity of
Christ, in which unseen
grace is given man by the
birth of the Word of God
from the Virgin Mary for
the salvation of the world”.

In the II Century
also Sainted Clement of
Alexandria indicates that

the day of the Nativity of
Christ is December 25. In
the III Century as before
Saint Hypolitus of Rome
makes mention concerning
the feast day of the Nativity
of Christ, and designates
the Gospel readings for
this day from the
beginning chapters of
Saint Matthew. It is known
also, that during the time
of persecution of Christians
by Maximian in the year
302, Nicomedia Christians
numbering 20,000 were
burned in church on the
very feast day of the
Nativity of Christ (Comm.
December 28). In that
same century, but later on
after the persecution when
the Church had received
freedom of religion and
had become the official
religion in the Roman
empire, we find the feast
day of the Nativity of Christ
observed throughout all
the Universal Church. And
this is evidenced from the
works of saint Ephrem the
Syrian, Sainted Basil the
Great, Sainted Gregory
the Theologian, Sainted
Gregory of Nyssa, Sainted
Ambrose of Milan, Sainted
John Chrysostom and
other fathers of the Church
of the IV Century
concerning this feast day.
Saint John Chrysostom, in
his sermon which he gave
in the year 385, points out
that the feast of the
Nativity of Christ is ancient
and indeed very ancient.

In this same century also
at the place of the
Bethlehem Cave, made
famous by the Birth of
Jesus Christ, the Equal-to-
the-Apostles empress
Helen erected a church,
which her mighty son
Constantine strove after
her to make resplendid. In
the Codex of the emperor
Theodosius from 438, and
of the emperor Justinian
— in 535, is promulgated
as law the universal
celebration of the day of
the Nativity of Christ. It is
in this sense, truly, that
Nicephoros Kallistos, a
writer of the XIV Century,
says in his history that the
emperor Justinian in the
VI Century established the
celebration of the Nativity
of Christ throughout all the
world.

However, during
the first three centuries,
when persecut ions
hindered the freedom of
Christian Divine-services, in
certain places in the East
— in the Churches of
Jerusalem, Antioch,
Alexandria and Cyprus —
the feast day of the Nativity
of Christ was combined
together with the feast day
of the Baptism of Christ
on 6 January, under the
in-common term
“Theophany” - which both
in the Greek and the
Slavonic means
“Manifestation of God”.
The reason for this,
actually, was from the

view, that Christ was
baptized at a later time
on His birthday, as might
be inferred concerning this
from the discourse of Saint
John Chrysostom who, in
one of his sermons on the
Nativity of Christ, says: “it
is not that day on which
Christ was born which is
called Theophany, but
rather that day on which
He was baptized”.
Towards suchl ike a
viewpoint also it is possible
to consider a nuance in
the words of the Evangelist
Luke who, speaking about
the Baptism of Jesus
Christ, testifies, that then
“Jesus being incipient
[incipiens, arkhomenos]
upon His thirtieth year” (Lk.
3:23). The celebration of
the Nativity of Christ
conjointly with Theophany
in certain of the Eastern
Churches continued to the
end of the IV Century, and
in some - until the V or
even the VI Century.
Remembrance of the
ancient conjoining of the
feasts of the Nativity of
Christ and Theophany at
present enters into the
making of the order of
services in the celebration
of these feasts. For both -
on the eve-day preceding
the feast, there is a similar
tradit ion among the
people, that on the festal
eve-days the fast ought to
be kept until the stars

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
(continued from previous page)

(continued on next page)



appear. The order of Divine services on the
eve of both feast days and the feast days
themselves is done the same.

The day of the Nativity of Christ
from of old was numbered by the Church
among the Twelve Great Feasts, - in accord
with the Divine witness of the Gospel in
depicting these festal events as the greatest,
most all-joyful and wondrous. “Behold, I
proclaim unto you glad tidings, — said the
Angel to the Bethlehem shepherds, — of
great joy, for all mankind. For unto you this
day is born the Savior, Who is Christ the
Lord, in the city of David. And this is the
sign for you: you will find the Infant wrapped
in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger. Then
suddenly with the Angel was a multitude of
the heavenly hosts, glorifying God and
saying: Glory to God in the Highest, and
on earth peace, good-will to mankind. Those
hearing of this were awestruck at the sayings
of the shepherds concerning this Child. And
the shepherds themselves returned back,
glorifying and praising God for everything
they had heard and seen” (Lk. 2: 10-20).
Thus the Nativity of Christ, as an event
most profound and extraordinary, was
accompanied by the wondrous tidings to
the shepherds and the Magi about the
universal rejoicing for all mankind, — “for
the Savior is Born!”, by the Angelic
proclamation of glory to the new-born
Savior, by the worship to him by shepherds
and wise-men, by the reverent awe of many,
hearkening to the words of the shepherds
about the new-born Child, amidst glory
and praise of Him by the Shepherds.

In accord with the Divine witness of
the Gospel, the fathers of the Church in
their God-imbued writings also depict the
feast of the Nativity of Christ as most
profound, universal and all-joyous, which
serves as a basis and foundation for all the
other feast days.

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
(continued from previous page)

With family greet the New Year
Pray for God to Bless

It in holy peace.
For all to live well on earth

And mankind be healthy and happy.

Holy Cloak of Immaculate Mary-
May protect everyone
And the Holy Spirit

In human souls repose.
Children, adults, mankind all

May in grace, in peace,
And in harmony reside.

Greet everyone in love and joy
Pray for the fate of Ukraine

May the Lord's Peace
Reign on this earth

Warming the soul of everyone.

o. Evhen Moniuk

For Peace
In The New Year

1 2December 20, 2009
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U K R A I N I A N
CHRISTMAS festivities
begin on Christmas Eve
and end on the Feast of
the Epiphany. The
Christmas Eve Supper or
Sviata Vecheria (Holy
Supper) brings the family
together to partake in
special foods and begin
the holiday with many
customs and traditions,
which reach back to
antiquity. The rituals of the
Christmas Eve are
dedicated to God, to the
welfare of the family, and
to the remembrance of the
ancestors.

With the
appearance of the first star
which is believed to be the
Star of Bethlehem, the
family gathers to begin
supper.

The table is
covered with two
tablecloths, one for the
ancestors of the family, the
second for the living
members. In pagan times
ancestors were considered
to be benevolent spirits,
who, when properly
respected, brought good
fortune to the living family
members. Under the table,
as well as under the
tablecloths some hay is
spread to remember that
Christ was born in a
manger. The table always
has one extra place-setting
for the deceased family
members, whose souls,
according to belief, come

Ukrainian Christmas

on Christmas Eve and
partake of the food.

A kolach
(Christmas bread) is placed
in the center of the table.
This bread is braided into
a ring, and three such
rings are placed one on
top of the other, with a
candle in the center of the
top one. The three rings
symbolize the Trinity and
the circular form represents
Eternity.

A didukh (meaning
grandfather) is a sheaf of
wheat stalks or made of
mixed grain stalks. It is
placed under the icons in
the house. In Ukraine, this
is a very important
Christmas tradit ion,
because the stalks of grain
symbolize all the ancestors
of the family, and it is
believed that their spirits
reside in it during the
holidays.

After the didukh is
positioned in the place of
honor, the father or head
of the household places a
bowl of kutia (boiled wheat
mixed with poppy seeds
and honey) next to it. Kutia
is the most important food
of the entire Christmas Eve
Supper, and is also called
God’s Food. A jug of
uzvar (stewed fruits, which
should contain 12 different
fruits) and is called God’s
Drink, is also served.

After al l the
preparations have been
completed, the father

offers each member of the
family a piece of bread
dipped in honey, which
had been previously
blessed in church. He then
leads the family in prayer.
After the prayer the father
extends his best wishes to
everyone with the greeting
Khrystos Razhdaietsia
(Christ is born), and the
family sits down to a
twelve-course meatless
Christmas Eve Supper.

There are twelve
courses in the Supper,
because according to the
Christian tradition each
course is dedicated to one
of Christ ’s Apost les.
According to the ancient
pagan belief, each course
stood was for every full
moon during the course
of the year. The courses
are meatless because there
is a period of fasting
required by the Church

unt i l Christmas Day.
However, for the pagans
the meatless dishes were
a form of bloodless
sacrifice to the gods.

The first course is
always kutia. It is the main
dish of the whole supper.
Then comes borshch (beet
soup) with vushka (boiled
dumplings f i l led with
chopped mushrooms and
onions). This is followed by
a variety of fish - baked,
broiled, fried, cold in aspic,
f ish bal ls, marinated
herring and so on. Then
come varenyky (boiled
dumplings f i l led with
cabbage, potatoes,
buckwheat grains, or
prunes. There are also
holubtsi (stuffed cabbage),
and the supper ends with
uzvar.  (ht tp://
www.brama.com/art/
christmas.html)
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Schedule of services at Cathedral for Christmas 2009

December 24 -CHRISTMAS EVE.
9:00 p.m.- Compline Litia Service. Hierarchical Divine Liturgy (UKR/ENG).

December 25 - CHRISTMAS DAY.
9:00 a.m.- Hierarchical Divine Liturgy (UKR).

11.00 a.m.- Divine Liturgy (ENG).



St. Josaphat's Ukrainian Catholic Church, Trenton, NJ
Celebrated their 60th Anniversary on November 15, 2009

Knochowski Photos

Greetings to the Metropolitan Gospel - Rev. Joseph Szupa.

During the Liturgy Metropolitan Archbishop Stefan
Soroka offers the Homily.

Rev. Volodomyr Popyk, Parish
Rector, and the Metropolitan.
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St. Josaphat's Ukrainian Catholic Church, Trenton, NJ
Celebrated their 60th Anniversary on November 15, 2009

(continued from previous page)

Knochowski Photos

The Mayor of Hamilton Township, NJ,
gave the Toast.

Soloist: Stephen Shikewich

St. Josaphat's Choir under the direction of
Roman Kuczarsky

Scenes from the Reception
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Holy Ghost Church,
Chester, PA

The Saint Nicholas Feast Day was celebrated on Sunday Dec. 6,
2009 at Holy Ghost Church in Chester, PA.  The religious education
class presented “Legends of St. Nicholas”,  a skit about the life of
St. Nicholas,  reminding us of his good deeds and generosity.
Parishioners, their families and friends enjoyed a delicious breakfast,
prepared by Apostleship of  Prayer members, while the children

enjoyed treats and a visit from St.
Nicholas.  During this busy time of
Advent, we were reminded of the true
meaning of Christmas, as we prepare
for the birth of the Christ child.  A blessed
and Merry Christmas is wished to all!
(submitted by: Judy Steciw)

NEW YEAR’S EVE 2009 

“ZABAVA” 

 

Sponsored by 

Ukrainian Assumption Church 
 

Thursday, December 31, 2009 

8:00 p.m. 
 

School Auditorium - Meredith & Jacques Sts. 
Perth Amboy, NJ 

 

Music by 

“OBEREHY” 
 

• Delicious, Bountiful Buffet Dinner served at 8:00 p.m. and available all evening 

• Champagne toast and dessert table   
 

Advanced Ticket Sales $65.00 per person 
After December 25, $75.00 

 

For information contact the church 
732-826-0767 



UKRAINIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS
MEET WITH NEWLY-CONFIRMED
U.S. AMBASSADOR TO UKRAINE

Washington, DC (UNIS)
– After months of waiting
for his Senate hearing and
then a floor vote for his
confirmation, on Friday
evening, November 20,
2009, Amb. John Tefft,
former U.S. ambassador to
Georgia and Lithuania, was
confirmed as the United
States’ next envoy to
Ukraine. While awaiting to
be confirmed, the
ambassador was
sequestered from meeting
outside groups.  Ukrainian American community organizations were privileged to meet with the ambassador
on Tuesday morning, November 24, 2009 prior to his departure to Kyiv in early December.  Also present at
the State Department meeting were Lawrence Silverman, Director – Office of Ukraine, Moldova, and Belarus
Affairs; Mark Bocchetti, Deputy Director - Office of Ukraine, Moldova, and Belarus Affairs; and, Elisabeth
Zentos, Ukraine Desk Officer.

The meeting with Amb. Tefft, organized by the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, included representatives
from the Ukrainian Catholic and Orthodox Churches; the Ukrainian National Association, The Washington
Group, the World Council of Ukrainian Cooperatives, the United Ukrainian American Relief Committee, the
Ukrainian National Credit Union Association, and the Shevchenko Scientific Society.  Due to the quick turn-
around of the meeting and the soon-to-be-Thanksgiving holiday, other organizations that were also invited
unfortunately could not attend.

Ambassador Tefft warmly greeted the Ukrainian community representatives and proceeded with a few
opening remarks.  His goal was to hear concerns from Ukrainian American community organizations about
the plight of U.S.-Ukraine relations.  After initial introductions, the community representatives mentioned various
issues of concern:  USAID projects in Ukraine; the U.S.-Ukraine Strategic Partnership Commission; upcoming
presidential elections and international elections monitoring; unity of the Ukrainian churches and interjection
from foreign churches; the fight against corruption; energy reform and diversification of the energy sector; and
reforms associated with NATO’s Annual National Program.  Each topic prompted a dialogue with the newly
confirmed ambassador.

After more than an hour-long discussion, the community representatives expressed their sincerest wishes for his
future endeavors in Ukraine and requested that he visit the Holodomor memorial in Kyiv.  In commenting on
the meeting, UCCA President Tamara Olexy noted:  “Ambassador Tefft is knowledgeable of the region and,
in particular about the current political situation in Ukraine.  Our forthright discussion today was a unique
opportunity to share our concerns with him and develop a working relationship.  We look forward to our
community’s cooperative efforts with the ambassador while he is stationed in Kyiv.”

Photo: Andriy Bihun

Photo: Amb. John Tefft is standing in the center of the photo.  To his left in
the back row is Rev. Robert Hitchens who attended on behalf of Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan Soroka.  (Photo by Andriy Bihun)
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The following commentary was written by Ben Stein and recited by him on CBS Sunday
Morning Commentary.  I think it helps us put things in perspective during this Christmas
season.  Enjoy!  Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

My Confession:  I am a Jew, and every one of my ancestors was Jewish. And it does not bother
me even a little bit when people call those beautiful lit up trees, “Christmas trees”…I don’t feel
threatened…I don’t feel discriminated against…that’s what they are: Christmas trees!

It doesn’t bother me a bit when people say ‘Merry Christmas’ to me. I don’t think they are
slighting me or getting ready to put me in a ghetto. In fact I kind of like it. It shows that we are
all brothers and sisters celebrating this happy time of the year.

It doesn’t bother me that there is a manger scene on display at a key intersection near my
beach house in Malibu. If people want a crèche, it’s just as fine with me as the Menorah a few
hundred yards away.  I don’t like being pushed around for being a Jew and I don’t think
Christians like getting pushed around for being Christians. I think people who believe in a God
are tired of getting pushed around, period.

I have no idea where the concept came from that America is an explicitly atheist country. I can’t
find it in the constitution and I don’t like it being shoved down my throat. Or maybe I can put
it another way: where did the idea come from that we should worship celebrities and we aren’t
allowed to worship God as we understand Him? I guess it’s a sign that I’m getting old too. But
there are a lot of us who are wondering where these celebrities came from and where the
America we knew went to.

I think it started when Madeleine Murray O’Hare complained that she didn’t want prayer in our
schools, and we said OK. Then someone said you better not read the Bible in school.  The Bible
says ‘ you shall not kill, you shall not steal, and love your neighbor as yourself.’
And we said OK.

Then Dr. Benjamin Spock said we shouldn’t spank our children when they misbehave because
their little personalities  would be warped and we might damage their self-esteem. ( Dr. Spock’s
son committed suicide) We said an expert should know what he’s talking about…
and we said OK.

Now we’re asking ourselves why our children have no conscience, why they don’t know right
from wrong and why it doesn’t bother them to kill strangers, their classmates and themselves.
Probably if we think about it long and hard enough, we can figure it out. I think it has to do
a great deal with “ We reap what we sow”.

(continued on next page)
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Funny how simple it is for people to trash God and then wonder why the world’s going to hell.

Funny how we believe what the newspapers say, but question what the Bible says.

Funny how we can send jokes through email and they spread like wildfire, but you send
messages regarding the Lord , people think twice about sharing them.

Funny how lewd, crude, vulgar and obscene articles pass freely through cyberspace but public
discussion of God is suppressed in the schools and workplace.

Funny how we can be more worried about what people think of us than what God thinks of
us. Pass on this message if you think it has merit.  If not then discard it…  no one will know you
did. But if you discard this thought process don’t sit back and complain about what bad shape
the world is in.

My best regards, honestly and respectfully…Ben Stein

May we use this holy season of our Lord’s birth to re-commit
ourselves to prayer, quiet time with God and counting our
blessings.  When we are grateful for all He has done for us, we
are filled with that grace that allows us to “preach the Good
News” of Jesus to all: the lonely, the un-lovable, the angry, the
fearful, the depressed, the faith-filled. May our Christmas
greetings this year be inclusive of all people…starting with our
own homes. When we are in need, we look for those in whom
we find compassion, love, understanding and non-judgement.

May Jesus help us and grace us to be those kind of people.

Christ is Born! Glorify Him…
in your words, your deeds and your families!

"Our Journey with God""Our Journey with God""Our Journey with God""Our Journey with God""Our Journey with God"

Continued from previous pageContinued from previous pageContinued from previous pageContinued from previous pageContinued from previous page
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Archeparchy of Philadelphia supporting
H1N1 prevention programs in Ukraine!

Lv iv/Bryuhovychi 3
December 2009:  His Grace Most
Rev. Stefan Soroka, Metropolitan
Archbishop of Philadelphia met with
Caritas Ukraine’s president Mr. Andrij
Waskowycz and its general secretary Mr.
Anatoliy Kozak to discuss the H1N1 flu
pandemic in Ukraine and ways the
Archeparchy can assist those who are
most vulnerable in Ukraine with regards
to the pandemic. Metropolitian Soroka
presented a charitable donation
amounting to more than USD
$40,000.00 to Caritas Ukraine.

While it seems that the H1N1 flu
pandemic may have peaked in Ukraine,

the threat of a second outbreak seems to be forecasted for the early weeks of 2010.  The flu season is
clearly not over yet. With the financial support of the Archeparchy of Philadelphia, Caritas Ukraine is now
able to provide preventive medical and non-medical assistance to prevent deaths and illness especially
among the most vulnerable groups whom Caritas Ukraine serves through its projects, the elderly, street
children and those children who live in families in crisis, HIV-infected persons and patients of the Metropolitan
Andrew Sheptytsky Hospital in Lviv. The medical advisors of Caritas Ukraine recommended that the above-
mentioned categories of persons are in the highest risk of infection from the flu H1N1 and its mutations.

Specifically Caritas Ukraine will provide vitamins, special vitamins for HIV-infected adults and
children, as well as immune booster medicines. Currently it is estimated that Caritas Ukraine serves more
than 1,000 persons in these categories through its regional branches in Ukraine. Caritas Ukraine will also
work with other Church and official charitable organizations providing assistance to persons in high-risk
categories.   It is estimated that the purchase of such medical and non-medical vitamins and immune
booster medicines will amount to approximately $25.00 per person.

Caritas Ukraine is the official charitable organization of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in
Ukraine. Caritas Ukraine coordinates its charitable activities through its Eparchial branches. Caritas Ukraine
was founded in 1994 to assist the poor in Ukraine regardless of their ethnic backgrounds or religious
affiliations.

“When the flu pandemic reached a crisis point there seemed to be a real sense of panic in the
streets, especially in Western Ukraine, within days pharmacies and other stores were left without vitamins
and other flu and cold medicines,” explained Mr. Kozak.  “Unfortunately, it was the poorest of the poor
who found themselves in the most critical position. Due to a weakened immune system, poor diet, and other
factors, they often succumbed to flu like illnesses. Providing these preventative measures will be a tangible
sign not only to the poor but also to the rest of Ukraine’s society that we have not forgotten them.”
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Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia

H1N1 Pandemic Flu in Ukraine Donations 2009

Name Amount Name Amount

St. John The Baptist Church-Newark NJ 4,725.00$   St. Nicholas Church-Philadelphia PA 278.00$        

Annunciation B.V.M. Church-Melrose Park PA 2,000.00$   St. Basil's Church-Chesapeake City MD 250.00$        

St. Nicholas Church-Passaic NJ 2,000.00$   St. Michael's Church-Frackville PA 250.00$        

Assumption B.V.M. Church-Perth Amboy NJ 1,793.00$   St. Paul's Church-Ramsey NJ 250.00$        

St. Michael Church-Cherry Hill NJ 1,590.00$   St. Vladimir Church-Scranton PA 234.00$        

St. Vladimir Church-Elizabeth NJ 1,500.00$   St. Nicholas Church-Glen Lyon PA 228.00$        

St. Stephen's Church-Toms River NJ 1,358.00$   Assumption B.V.M. Church-Centralia PA 206.00$        

St. Nicholas Church-Wilmington DE 1,310.00$   St. Josaphat Church-Philadelphia PA 204.00$        

St. Michael's Church-Baltimore MD 1,229.00$   St. Michael's Church-Pottstown PA 200.00$        

Holy Family Shrine-Washington DC 1,200.00$   St. John The Baptist Church-Maizevill PA 200.00$        

St. Josaphat Church-Bethlehem PA 1,175.00$   SS. Peter & Paul Church-Williamstown NJ 200.00$        

SS. Cyril & Methodius-Berwick PA 1,025.65$   SS. Cyril & Methodius-Olyphant PA 200.00$        

Protection of the B.V.M.-Bristol PA 1,020.00$   Holy Trinity Ukrainian Church-OH 180.00$        

Christ The King Church-Philadelphia PA 1,000.00$   St. Michael's Church-Shenandoah PA 150.00$        

St. John The Baptist-Whippany NJ 1,000.00$   St. Nicholas Church-St. Clair PA 150.00$        

St. Anne Church-Warrington PA 918.00$      Holy Ghost Church-Chester PA 150.00$        

Nativity of B.V.M. Church-New Brunswick NJ 900.00$      St. Vladimir Church-Edwardsville PA 128.00$        

St. Michael the Archangel Church-Jenkintown PA 830.00$      Ascension of Our Lord-Sayre PA 128.00$        

Holy Trinity Church-Silver Spring MD 760.00$      SS. Peter & Paul Church-Mt. Carmel PA 108.00$        

Immaculate Conception Cathedral Philadelphia PA 735.00$      Kalyna Spisak Dipaolo 100.00$        

SS. Peter & Paul Church-Wilkes Barre PA 739.00$      Nativity B.V.M. Church-Middleport PA 100.00$        

St. John The Baptist-Northampton PA 603.00$      S. Jakubowycz 100.00$        

St. Nicholas Church-Great Meadows NJ 600.00$      St. Mary Chutch - Mc Adoo PA 100.00$        

St. Michael's Church-Manville NJ 600.00$      St. Mary's Church - Carteret NJ 100.00$        

St. Nicholas Church-Milllville NJ 575.00$      Patronage Mother of God-Marion Hgts. PA 100.00$        

Holy Ghost Church-West Easton PA 550.00$      Linda Samilo 100.00$        

Archbishop Stefan Soroka 500.00$      SS. Peter & Paul Church-Clifton Hgts. PA 75.00$          

SS. Peter & Paul Church-Phoenixville PA 500.00$      St. Michael's Church-Hazelton PA 70.00$          

Annunciation B.V.M.-Manassas VA 500.00$      Christine Hewko 60.00$          

St. Nicholas Church-Minersville PA 500.00$      St. John The Baptist-Richmond MD 50.00$          

St. Vladimir Church-Palmerton PA 500.00$      Rev. Frank Patrylak 50.00$          

Transfiguration Church-Shamokin PA 458.00$      SS. Peter & Paul Church-Simpson PA 50.00$          

Nativity of B.V.M. Church-Reading PA 426.00$      Larissa and Taras Halushka 50.00$          

SS. Peter & Paul Church-Plymouth PA 414.00$      Rev. George Worschak 50.00$          

Transfiguration Church-Nanticoke PA 400.00$      

SS. Peter & Paul Church-Curtis Bay MD 400.00$      

SS. Peter & Paul Church-Bridgeport PA 350.00$     Total: 43,067.65$  

Presentation of Our Lord-Lansdale PA 335.00$      

Holy Cross Monastery Washington DC 300.00$      

MJIS Development Inc. 300.00$      

Immaculate Conception-Hillside NJ 300.00$      

Assumption B.V.M. Church-Bayonne NJ 300.00$      
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St. Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church in Ramsey, NJ

(Article submitted by Fr. Vasyl
Colopelnic / Photos submitted by
Peter Darmohraj)

On Sunday, September 27th,
Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan
Soroka came for his pastoral visitation
at St. Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church
in Ramsey, New Jersey.

Metropolitan was welcomed with
bread and salt by the parish trustees,
Mr. Petro Darmohraj and Ms. Maria
Keniuk, while the children welcomed
the honored guest with religious poems
and flowers.  Although the parish family
of St. Paul the Apostle church is not a
large community, comprised of about 30 registered families, in his homily Metropolitan Stefan encouraged the
faithful to reflect upon their responsibility of evangelization, which belongs to each Christian, since the Church
is a community of people who profess the same faith, are called to live in unity and spiritually grow as one

Christian family.

On behalf of all
the parishioners,
Me t r opo l i t a n
Stefan thanked
Father Vasyl
Colopelnic who
cares for this
parish community
at the request of
the Metropolia
and works with
the pastor of this
church, Very
R e v e r e n d
Archpriest Mitrat
Roman Mirchuk.

Father Vasyl
emphasized that
the visit by the

Metropolitan to possibly one of the smallest parish communities of the Metropolia is evidence of the principles
found in the Gospels and which every bishops emphasizes, that is, that Christ is present in each community
regardless of its numbers.  On this occasion the parishioners of St. Paul would like to sincerely thank the
Metropolitan for his pastoral visit.
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Eastern Christian Pastoral Theology: 
Selected Topics in the Practice of the 

Church I

This course will introduce students to 
the history, theology and contemporary 
practice of Eastern Christian traditions 
of pastoral care, beginning with a focus 
on Jesus as the Good Shepherd and 
High Priest and then moving on to New 
Testament images of community life 
and pastoral care and Christian service. 
�
The Scriptures, patristic literature, 
liturgical texts, church councils, lives of 
the saints and examples from today will 
be used throughout the course. We will 
explore the theology of the ordained 

ministries of bishop, priest, deacon as 
well as the “priesthood of the laity.” 

Part of each session will be devoted to 
discussing current issues, including the 
dynamics of parish life, listening, 
counseling, mental health, sexuality, 
marriage and family, aging, poverty 
and unemployment, social justice, 
addictions, illness, death and dying, 
bioethical questions, religious 
education, mission. 
�
The course will include lectures, case 
studies and visits by experienced clergy 
and lay pastoral care workers. The 
course will be classroom based but also 
available via video- conference.

Thursdays 5:30-8:30 PM in-class at 
223 Main Street, Ottawa and 

by video-conferencing.

You can either earn university credits 

or audit the course for personal 

interest. The cost is $535 for Canadian 

applicants to register as part-time 

students (international fees apply). 

This 3-credit course is applicable 

towards accredited university degree 

programs or certificates, including a 

24-credit certificate in Eastern 

Christian Studies at the Sheptytsky 

Institute.

PASTORAL THEOLOGY
Professor: 

Fr. John Jillions, 

Orthodox parish 
priest with 25 years 
pastoral experience 
in Australia,  USA, 
Greece, England, 
Canada 

Doctor of Ministry, 
Saint Vladimir’s 
Orthodox 
Theological 
Seminary, NY, 2005

PhD Theology (New 
Testament), 
Aristotle University 
of Thessaloniki, 
Greece, 2002

MDiv, Saint 
Vladimir’s 
Seminary, 1980
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Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern Christian Studies,
Saint Paul University presents:

Thursday Evenings and Video-link course THO 2119a

THO 2119a

GENERAL inquiries: 1-800-637-6859, ext. 2332, ADMISSIONS: ext. 2292
local phone number for Ottawa: 613.236-1393
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Reading the Bible: Hermeneutics and 
Exegesis in Eastern Christianity

University students often find themselves 
frustrated with contemporary biblical scholarship, 
which seems too technical and disconnected from 
their spiritual lives and experience. 

This online (internet only) course will help 
students overcome those frustrations (even using 
the terms “hermeneutics” and “exegesis” to define 
“interpretation” can be problematic). It will allow 
them to take advantage of modern historical-
critical approaches within a broader framework 
using the Divine and human nature of Scripture, 
the patristic “sense of faith” and the mind of the 
Church as necessary interpretative “keys”. 

We will examine the particular contribution of 
Eastern Christian biblical scholarship, exploring 
the post-apostolic and patristic legacy of Eastern 
Christian scriptural study and interpretation; 
reflecting on the place of Scripture in Eastern 

Christian doctrine, liturgy and practice, 
addressing the present-day “hermeneutical crisis” 
from an Eastern Christian perspective and 
offering ways to study, interpret and apply the 
Sacred Scriptures of the Old and New Testament 
integrating modern biblical scholarship with 
Eastern Christian insight and experience.

Course participants will become familiar with 
Eastern patristic approaches (Greek and Syriac 
Fathers) to Scripture study and biblical 
interpretation, and with the Jewish, Hellenistic 
and New Testament roots of these approaches. 

Students will have an opportunity to read and 
analyze examples of patristic biblical commentary, 
and to critique their relevance for today. 

Participants will also read and analyze liturgical 
texts with a strong biblical character (e.g., the 
Byzantine Marriage-Crowning service and the 
Canon of St. Andrew of Crete) as well as examine 
how Eastern liturgical traditions interpret biblical 

texts by inserting them in a specific celebratory 
context. 

This on-line Internet-based course is 
offered by Saint Paul University, 

223 Main Street, Ottawa, Canada
toll-free contact: 

1-800-637-6859, ext. 2332.

You can either earn university credits 

or audit the course for personal interest. 

The cost is $535 for Canadian 

applicants to register as part-time 

students (international fees apply). 

This 3-credit course is applicable 

towards accredited university degree 

programs or certificates, including a 

24-credit certificate in Eastern 

Christian Studies at the Sheptytsky 

Institute.

EASTERN CHRISTIANS READING THE BIBLE
Professor: 

Fr. Andrew Onuferko, 

Roman and Maria 
Wynnyckyj Fellow

Ukrainian Catholic priest with 
20 years pastoral and teaching 
experience in Europe, Canada 
and the United States
�
Doctor of Sacred Theology 
(Biblical Theology), Pontificia 
Università Urbaniana (Rome, 
Italy), 1984

Post-Graduate Diploma in 
Biblical-Oriental Studies, 
Studium Biblicum 
Franciscanum (Jerusalem), 
1981
Licantiate in Sacred Theology 
(Biblical Theology), Pontificia 
Università Urbaniana (Rome, 
Italy), 1980
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Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern Christian Studies,
Saint Paul University presents:

ON-LINE INTERNET COURSE THO 3301

THO 3301

GENERAL inquiries: 1-800-637-6859, ext. 2332, ADMISSIONS: ext. 2292
local phone number for Ottawa: 613.236-1393
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Scenes from the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception Christmas Bazaar in

Philadelphia, PA on November 22, 2009

Pictures with St. Nicholas Baked Goods

Santa Main Stage

Vendors Toy Wheel

Photos: Tanya Bilyj
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SYNOD OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS MEETS IN LVIV,
UKRAINE

By Metropolitan Archbishop Stefan Soroka

The Synod of Ukrainian Catholic Bishops met recently in the Archieparchial Retreat center located near Lviv in
Brukhovych.  Thirty-seven bishops from Ukraine, Poland, Germany, Italy, France, England, Australia, Canada
and the United States of America participated.  The Synod was conducted by Patriarch Lubomyr Cardinal
Husar, assisted by the Secretary of the Synod, Bishop Bohdan Dzurach.

The main themes
presented for
consideration by the
Synod fathers were
a review of the
structures of
Patriarchal Church
and the
development of a
plan for
e vange l i z a t i o n
within the Ukrainian
Catholic Church.
Various experts
were engaged in
the preparation of
material for
discussion and
review, with a view
to assist the bishops
in developing a
vis ion for our
Church. The need for clarity in our goals as a Church, the need for developing priorities, and the need for
transparency and accountability were among the central points considered in discussions as to the structure
of the Church.  The need for fervent evangelization programs within every parish and every eparchy was
strongly emphasized.  While a Catechism for our Ukrainian Catholic Church is nearing completion, much
thought was given to the need for evangelizing programs and efforts by our Ukrainian Catholic Church.

The Bishops also gave thought to the program and plans for the next Sobor on Consecrated Life, to take place
in Brazil in September, 2011.  The Synod considered eligible candidates for the episcopate to meet the needs
of our Ukrainian Catholic Church throughout the world.  The needs of the faithful emigrating from Ukraine to
various countries in which there is no established structures for ministry of our Ukrainian Catholic faithful was
of particular concern for the Bishops in their discussions. Migration of Ukrainians throughout the world will be
a major theme for the next meeting of the Synod, planned for next September, 2010.

These were the major topics given consideration by the bishops participating in the Synod of Ukrainian
Catholic Bishops from November 29th through December 5th, 2009.  A number of other issues, problems and
needs were also addressed by the bishops in the daily program of three sessions.  The prayers of the clergy,
religious and faithful for the Synod are appreciated and undoubtedly assisted in the success of the proceedings.
God bless you richly!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

December 31, 2009:  New Year’s Eve “Zabava” sponsored by Ukrainian Catholic Church of the Assumption,
380 Meredith St., Perth Amboy, NJ.  Buffet Dinner will be served at 8:00 PM, Music by “OBEREHY” band.
Advanced ticket sales are $65 per person.  For information call 732-826-0767.

January 10, 2010: Festival of Christmas Carols, 3 p.m. at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in
Philadelphia.

January 15, 2010: 6th Annual Ukrainian New Year Dinner Dance "Malanka" - St. Vladimir's, 428 N.
Seventh Ave., Scranton, PA, 6pm-1am. Tickets are $40. For information call Helen at 570-563-2275 or
Michael at 570-343-4444

January 30, 2010: St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic School in Philadelphia, PA Alumni Reunion.
www.stjosaphatchurch.com

May the guiding light of the Bethlehem Star
 lead us to The Way of Christ -

the path to salvation.

Therefore, let us all sing the Christmas carol,
Boh Predvichny - God Eternal:

To Metropolitan Stefan and all our readership,

The entire staff of "The Way" greets all on this joyous
Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord God and Savior, Jesus Christ !

God Eternal is born today
He came down from above

To save us with His love
Christ, the Son of God. Glorify Him!

“The Way”
Holiday Schedule

The first 2010 issue
of “The Way” will be the

January 24, 2010 Issue.

Visit our website and blog for any
news or updates.

www.ukrarcheparchy.us

Christ is Born!
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