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Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols

Watch videos from the Festival on our Blog.
www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

Sunday, January 10, 2010
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia, PA

Combined
Choir Finale
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Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols
(continued from previous page)

Choir from Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception,

Philadelphia, PA
Director: Bohdan Henhalo

Choir from the Annunciation
of the BVM parish,
Melrose Park, PA

Director: Lesia Penkalskyj

Bandura Players/members of
"Prometheus"
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Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols
(continued from previous page)

Choir from St. Nicholas parish,
Passaic, NJ

Director: Andriy Lehky

Male Choir "Prometheus", Philadelphia, PA
Director: Roman Kuczarsky

Choir from St. Josaphat parish,
Trenton, NJ

Director: Roman Kuczarsky
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Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols
(continued from previous page)

Choir from the
Assumption of

the BVM parish,
Perth Amboy, NJ

Director: Alla
Korostyl

Choir from the
 St. Michael parish,

Baltimore, MD
Director: Nazar Kalivoshko, MD

"PLAST" Youth - Philadelphia, PA Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka
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Festival of Ukrainian Christmas Carols
(continued from previous page)

Chamber Choir
"Accolade",

Philadelphia, PA
Director: Bohdan Henhalo

Audience

Many thanks to Tatianna
Bilyj for helping take
pictures and video for
"The Way".

Watch Videos from the
Festival on our Blog.

www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com
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Various groups graced the Bishops’ Residence
with the singing of our traditional joyous
Ukrainian Christmas carols.  Metropolitan
Stefan Soroka gratefully and happily received
the following groups who presented the gift
and blessings of bringing the holy carols to
him in his residence.  These included the
talented Accolada Choir, the large and
striking group of SUM youth, joyful carolers
from Sts. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Phoenixville, PA., the twenty-five
strong men’s choir, Prometheus, (the walls of
the house shook!), the PLAST youth who
shared the light of Bethlehem with their angelic
voices, and the gifted and dedicated
Cathedral Choir of the Ukrainian Catholic
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception.
The Christmas celebrations included the
gathering of clergy of the archeparchy and
their families on the Feast of St. Stephen with
Metropolitan Stefan at his residence.  How
happy was the Metropolitan to see twenty-
six children of our clergy joyously enjoying
one another’s company in energetic ways!
The talented voices of the clergy and their
wives also became very apparent when
various musicians among them unexpectedly
raised everyone’s spirits!  The Bishops’
residence was truly richly blessed with much
joyous proclamation of the birth of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ!

(continued on next page)

Festive Caroling at Bishops’ Residence

"SUM" Youth

Phoenixville, PA Carolers

"PLAST" Youth"Accolada" Choir
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Festive Caroling at Bishops' Residence

Clergy and Families

"Prometheus"

Fr. Kurpel plays
the accordian

Cathedral Choir



8January 24, 2010

Hillside, NJ – St. Nicholas
was very pleased to visit
the chi ldren and
parishioners of Immaculate
Conception Ukrainian
Catholic Church in Hillside
( Union County ), NJ on
Sunday, December 13,
2009.

In honor of St. Nicholas,
several children and adults
presented a bilingual
holiday entertainment
program.  Performances
included the following:

Carols by the Parish
Children’s Choir, (Sonya
Khedr; Jul ia Pelesz;
Jul ianna & Ariana
Shatynski; Sophika &
Ariadna Stockert; and
Nicholas Senyk) Tap Dance
to “When the Snow Comes
Down in Tinseltown”
(Sonya Khedr) Carols on
the keyboard (Julia Pelesz)
and Viol in (Jul ianna
Shatynski) Ukrainian Basket
Dance (Julianna & Ariana
Shatynski) Skit, “Miracle in
Bethlehem” including
singing of “Spi, Isuse, spi”,
“Oj Isuse l jubij’, “Oj
dyvna,dyvna” (Sofia,
Maria, John and Paul
Soroka) Play, “The Mitten”,
“Ðóêàâè÷êà” (Al l the
children in the audience
were invited to participate)
Harp and Singing of “The
Friendly Beast”, “Winter

Hillside, NJ parish children perform for St. Nicholas and
also bring gifts to the Sisters of Mercy of Watchung, NJ

(continued on
next page)

St. Nicholas poses with the children and Hillside , NJ pastor Very Rev.
Joseph Szupa and assistant pastor Rev. Vasyl Vladyka.
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Walk”, “Joseph and Mary”, “In the Bleak Midwinter” and “Mary, Did You Know?” (Tom, Odarka, Sophika &
Ariadna Stockert)

Mike Szpyhulsky served as emcee.   Russ Pencak served as liaison to St. Nicholas.  Hillside ’s pastor, Father
Joe Szupa, and assistant pastor, Father Vasyl Vladyka, led the group in prayer and koliady.

Before leaving, St. Nicholas challenged all of the children and adults to think about something special they
could do to help others during this blessed Christmas season – “above and beyond” what they typically do
each year.

Based on that challenge, the parish children prepared delicious cookies after Liturgy on Sunday, December
27, 2009 and sang beautiful Christmas carols in Ukrainian and English on Monday, December 28, 2009 to
the retired Sisters of Mercy of McAuley Hall Center – located on the campus of Mount Saint Mary Academy
in Watchung, NJ.

The Roman Catholic Sisters of Mercy were so appreciative of the singing and cookies that they clapped very
hard and shouted loudly “Thank You for brightening our day”!

One of the audience members was 108 years old and she said that she is still able to dance and loves to
hear singing.

This was a very special gift that the parish children shared with this very special group of religious Sisters —
very much in the spirit of St. Nicholas’ challenge.

Hillside, NJ parish children perform for St. Nicholas and
also bring gifts to the Sisters of Mercy of Watchung, NJ

 (continued from previous page)
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ST. NICHOLAS PARISH CELEBRATES

The week before the Feast of St. Nicholas (December 6) there was much activity and preparation for the
celebration of the parish Prasnyk – St. Nicholas.  This celebration also marks the official opening of the
parishes Centennial Jubilee, a great milestone in the life of the parish.  The official “Centennial Jubilee” signage
was created and painted by Mrs. Natalka Warchola and installed at the front of the church.

Centennial Committee members were hard at work transforming the parish hall into a Winter Wonderland.
Trees, lights, snowflakes, stars and candles were to be seen all around. Table centerpieces of pine boughs,
pine cones and roses were made to grace each table. Many sweets were baked, especially the St. Nicholas
Cookie which was distributed to each of the some 300 people who attended. Fr. Andriy lent a hand in the
kitchen along with Pani Marika and their son Ivan in baking and packaging the cookies.  Parents from the
School PTA came together to set up the tables and chairs and prepared the kitchen for the week-end festivities.
Volunteers from the parish came to put on the table cloths and set the individual places.  The children from
school practiced their musical selections to ensure their concert was in tune.  It was a joy to behold the
enthusiasm of everyone as the week came to a close and the day of celebration was here.

The day began with the Divine Liturgy con-celebrated by Fr. Andriy Dudkevych, pastor and Fr. Leonid Malkov
from our neighboring parish of St. John the Baptist, Newark, NJ.  Children from the Sunday catechism class
read the Epistle as the Choir, under the direction of Andriy Legkyy, sang the responses.

Immediately following the Liturgy, everyone gathered in the church hall. Before the dinner commenced, Fr.
Andriy Dudkevych invited our guest, the Most Rev. William Skurla, Bishop of Passaic, to bless the newly written
icon of St. Nicholas, which was a gift from Mrs. Anna Znak and family.  The parish choir intoned the Our Father
and dinner was served quickly by the PTA mothers and women
of the parish to the waiting attendees.

Following the close of the Concert, Fr. Andriy led the parishioners
in a Prayer asking that we give fitting honor to the memory
of St. Nicholas and invited everyone to welcome St. Nicholas,
singing “O Xto Xto”!

From the rear of the hall, the ringing of bells could be heard
as a host of “Angels”  led the good St. Nicholas through the
crowd to the waiting children on stage.  Miss Helene Loden
Liaci read the “Life of St. Nicholas”.  St. Nicholas then greeted
everyone and congratulated the parishioners on the occasion
of their Centennial Jubilee celebrations.  St. Nicholas greeted
the children and passed out gifts of oranges to all.  Fr. Andriy
thanked St. Nicholas for coming and led the congregation in
a prayer of Intercessions for the gifts of each person present,
for the capacity to care for and share with those in need and
for the season of Joy, Hope and Peace.

The afternoon closed with a prayer that we always be mindful
of the needs of others as St. Nicholas is and implored our
Gracious and Good Lord to help us rejoice in the abundance
of the goodness of the Lord around us.
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On Sunday, December 6th, 2009,
our parish of St. Nicholas Ukrainian
Catholic Church marked the opening
day of our 100th Centennial, which
was kicked off with the Feast Day
of St. Nicholas Praznyk and the
parish school’s annual Christmas
concert.

Pastor Reverend Andriy Dudkevych
said the opening prayer, and a
beautiful, large icon of St Nicholas,
donated by the Znak family to the
school, was dedicated by Bishop
William Skurla of the Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Passaic. In attendance were also Pastor Rev. Leonid
Malkov of St. John the Baptist Church in Newark, school principal Sr. Anne Roman S.S.M.I., 8th grade teacher
Rev. Jody Baran, 6th grade teacher Sr. Charlotte and guests from the Sisters Servants of Mary.

Over 300 people attended the celebration, which included a festive sit-down dinner and holiday show. The
Christmas concert was given by the school’s Pre-K through 8th grades. Students sang Ukrainian and English
Christmas carols and recited holiday poems. They were directed by Ukrainian teacher Mrs. Tanya Fedak and
musical director Mrs. Maria Bereza. 3rd and 4th grades performed a production of “The Little Christmas Tree”
directed by 4th grade teacher Mrs. Lecia Peltyszyn. All acts were accompanied by the school’s music teacher,
Mrs. Olesia Hrynak on piano. The evening concluded with a visit from the much beloved patron saint of both
church and school, St. Nicholas and his angels, youngest members of the parish. A brief history of the saint
was read by parishioner Helen Loden. Rev. Dudkevych thanked everyone for their participation in the
momentous occasion, and wished everyone a Blessed Christmas and Happy and Healthy New Year.

The clergy, the school, and
the parish had a truly
wonderful and
commemorative Praznyk
to start off the jubilee year.

St. Nicholas Ukrainian
Catholic Church is located
at 217 President Street,
Passaic NJ, (973) 473-
7197 and the school is
located at 223 President
Street in Passaic, (973)
779-0249, http://
home.catholicweb.com/
stnicholasukrainian/

Photos: Mychail Newmerzyckyj.

ST. NICHOLAS UKRAINIAN CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
PASSAIC, NJ
by Natalka Doblosky
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December 25, 2009 January 7, 2010

Watch videos from Christmas at the Cathedral
on our Blog: www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

Rev. Daniel Troyan, Rev. Ivan Demkiv, Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan Soroka, Msgr. Myron Grabowsky

Msgr. Myron Grabowsky, Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan
Soroka, Deacon Michael Waak, Rev. Ivan Demkiv
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Ascension Manor's Holiday Party 2009

Ascension Manor is a senior citizen apartment
complex located one block from the Ukrainian
Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
in Philadelphia, PA. Ascension Manor is under
the direction of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy
of Philadelphia.

Ascension Manor
911 N. Franklin Street

Philadelphia, PA 19123
215-922-1116

(Equal Housing Opportunity)

Rev. Paul Labinsky blesses water at Ss. Peter and Paul
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Williamstown, NJ on the Feast of

the Theopany of Our Lord on January 6, 2010.

An excerpt from the service:

The priest takes lighted candles and makes a sign of the cross
with them over the water three times, immerses them into the

water, and says in a loud voice:

Great Are You, O Lord, And Marvellous Are
Your Works: No Words Suffice To Sing The

Praise Of Your Wonders (Three times)

Feast of the Theopany in
Williamstown, NJ
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Theophany For Eastern Christians, a great feast

BY JOHN E. USALIS - STAFF WRITER "REPUBLICAN HERALD"
(JUSALIS@REPUBLICANHERALD.COM)

FRACKVILLE - In Western Christian churches, today is the traditional
day to celebrate the visitation of the Magi to the Christ Child.

But for Orthodox and Eastern Rite Catholics, it is the Feast of
the Theophany of Our Lord.

St. Michael the Archangel Ukrainian Catholic Church, West
Oak Street, celebrated the vigil of the feast Tuesday evening,
which included the blessing of holy water, also called Jordan
Water.

The event is a major feast in Eastern Christianity that celebrates
the Baptism of Jesus Christ in the River Jordan by St. John the
Baptist. Its importance, described in the Gospels of Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John, involves the first manifestation of the Holy
Trinity to mankind.

Theophany comes from the Greek word “theophania,” which
means “appearance of God” or “manifestation of God.”

The Divine Liturgy was celebrated by the Very Rev. Archpriest
John M. Fields, pastor, assisted by Deacon Paul Spotts. Fields
spoke of the feast near the conclusion of the liturgy.

“As we have the ceremony of the water blessing, listen to the words carefully,” he said. “This is one of the
ancient feasts of the church. This is probably considered the third greatest feast ... after Pascha, which
celebrates the Resurrection, and Pentecost, the descent of the Holy Spirit. It was celebrated even before
Christmas.”

In addition to Jesus’ baptism, Theophany traditionally included the Nativity, the wedding feast at Cana, the
visit by the Magi and the presentation of Jesus in the Temple as a child, all of which indicate in some way the
manifestation of God on Earth.

Water is an important symbol in the Bible, according to Fields.

At the conclusion of service, Fields conducted the blessing of the water, assisted by three parishioners, who
each held three lighted candlesticks joined together. Fields read prayers and scripture and took each lighted
trikiri, one at a time, made the sign of the cross with them over the water three times, and then immersed the
lit ends into the water. After another prayer, Fields leaned over the font and blew upon the water three times
in the form of a cross. He later immersed his hand into the water three times, after which he made the sign
of the cross with an ornate cross, held the cross above his head and then plunged it into the water three times.

Fields then walked through the church blessing the faithful with the Jordan Water.

As the service ended, the faithful walked to the front of the church, kissed the cross and were anointed with
holy oil, ate a piece of blessed bread and went to the baptismal font with containers to take some blessed
water home.
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Words cannot adequately
express the gratitude of
the entire Church for your
dedicated ministry as
Sisters Servants of Mary
Immaculate.  Thank you
for being who you are
called to be.  Thank for
your generous response of
love of God and service
of His Holy Church.  Thank
you for being such
gracious imitators of the
loving presence of the
Blessed Mother in the way
you fulfill all you do for
others.  You are
consecrated women of
prayer who bring the
needs of the faithful to the
Blessed Mother for her
intercession to Her Son,
Jesus Christ.  You model
the humility of the Blessed

Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate
75th Anniversary of Ministry in the USA and 50th Anniversary as a Province

Below is an excerpt from Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka’s Homily during the Anniversary
Liturgy held in Sloatsburg, NY on December 12, 2009.  Read the entire Homily and see

pictures from the celebration on our Blog at www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

Mother in loving and
serving God.  We offer
our humble prayers of
gratitude to almighty God
for the intentions of all the
Sister Servants of Mary
Immaculate.

We pray that your
community may be
especially blessed with
new vocations.  Let us
together continue to look
at ways we can uplift the
treasure of consecrated
life amidst our clergy and
faithful throughout our
Ukrainian Catholic Church
in the USA.  The present
lack of vocations may be
God’s way of directing us
in new directions for
renewal of our Church.  Let
us be attentive to His voice

for us. Let us
foster confidence
in the fulfillment
of what God
desires of the
Sisters Servants
of Mary
Immaculate in
the USA and
throughout the
world.

Know that all of
us love you and
appreciate you.
Know that we
care deeply
about you and
that we pray for
you.  Our heartfel t
congratulations are offered
to you on the occasion of
the celebration of your
seventy-fifth anniversary of

ministry in the USA and the
fiftieth anniversary of the
establ ishment of the
American Province.  Let us
continue to celebrate this
in our holy prayers.
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Holy Name Society

Holy Name Society of Transfiguration of Our Lord Parish, Shamokin, PA., has accepted five new members
into its organization.  Following the steps of the apostles who had been helping Jesus in His ministry so is
Holy Name Society helping our parish church to fulfill its ministry in leading people closer to God.  Holy
Name Society with its great dedication and sacrifice to the church community is involved in organizing and
running the three day parish sponsored Ukrainian Day in Shamokin, PA ., doing various repairs of parish
buildings, preparing Sunday
Coffee after the Divine Liturgies
etc.

The induction ceremony of new
members into Holy Name Society
was held on December 13,
2009. The members of Holy
Name Society are:

From right to left:

Stephan Chowka, Greg
Worhach, Tim Fanella, Adam
Klebasko, Fr. Stepan Bilyk, Robert
Bendas, Paul Bogush, William
Rumberger, David Kaleta, Adam
Derck Renny Chicelo.

       This year, members of SS Cyril
and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Berwick, Pennsylvania
celebrated the centennial
anniversary of the founding of their
parish.

       On October 18, 2009, His
Grace Metropolitan Stefan Soroka,
who offered a thoughtful homily,
led the congregation and a church
packed with guests in a
concelebrated Divine Liturgy.

Read more on Berwick on our
blog's December 29th post:

www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

Berwick Parish Celebrates its Centennial
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SHROUD OF TURIN EXHIBITION

Archbishop Stefan has procured an official replica of the Shroud of Turin for display at
our Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia.  The 14’X 3’ Shroud replica
will be on exhibition at the Cathedral from February 21, 2010 – June 29th, 2010.

The Shroud of Turin is the most analyzed artifact in the world yet remains a mystery. The
14-foot long linen cloth that has been in Turin Italy for over 400 years and bears the faint
front and back image of a 5’10" bearded, crucified man with apparent wounds and
bloodstains that match the crucifixion account as recorded in the Bible. Millions of people
over the centuries have believed it to be the actual burial shroud of Jesus of Nazareth.
The historical trail of the Shroud trails back through Italy, France, Asia Minor (modern day
Turkey) and may have originated in the Middle East according to botanical evidence.

A team of 24 scientists in 1981 concluded that it was not the work of an artist. They found
no visible trace of pigment, paint or dye or other artistic substances on the cloth. Other
discoveries have defied explanation such as why the image shows up as a positive image
in a photographic negative. The image also contains 3-D or distance information indicating
the cloth must have   wrapped a human form at the time the image was created. The
blood is AB positive with human DNA. Skeptics have mounted numerous attempts to

show how a medieval artist could have produced the image but all have been inadequate to fully explain
how the mysterious image was formed.  The image is so superficial it only penetrates the top micro-fibers
to the depth of a single bacterium.  In addition there is no image under the blood, meaning the blood was
on the cloth before the image. No attempt at replicating the image has resolved these two key attributes.
If the cloth indeed wrapped a corpse, there are no stains of decomposition.

The Exhibit will begin with vespers at 5:00PM at the Cathedral on the First Sunday of the Great Fast,
February 21, 2010.  Clergy and parishioners are invited to join with us and to have representatives bring
crosses/ icons/plaschanytsias from the parishes for this opening Procession for the Sunday of Orthodoxy.

On April 9 & 10 at 7:00PM in the Cathedral, there will be a guest speaker presenting: The Shroud of
Turin Mystery Tour.   Russ Breault, president of the Shroud of Turin Education Project Inc., will present
a 90 minute fast moving big screen experience using over 150 images covering all aspects of research
on the Shroud. Please contact the Phila Shroud Office for group information.

Please use this opportunity to join with us, especially during this season of the
Great Fast, in spreading the word of Jesus’ love for us in the Shroud story.
Please consider organizing groups from the parish and community.

The Cathedral  will be opened:
Tuesday and Thursday from 1:00PM- 6:00PM
Saturday from 11:00AM-5:30PM
and Sunday from 8:00AM-3:00PM.

Tours are available of the Cathedral, Museum and Shroud exhibition during this
time. There is no fee for the exhibits.  Contact Archpriest Daniel Troyan at the
Shroud Office at 215-922-2917. or visit our website www.philashroud.org
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Pharisee and the Publican, From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican is a parable told by Jesus in the gospel of Luke. In it, a
Pharisee, grateful for his own virtue, is judged lower than a tax collector who is ashamed of his own sin.
The lesson teaches the value of displaying humility by seeking forgiveness for one’s sins over displaying
pride at one’s own righteousness.

Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee

The Lord told this parable: “Two men went up to the temple to pray,
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up
and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other
men - robbers, evildoers, adulterers - or even like this tax collector. I
fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ “But the tax collector
stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat
his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ “I tell you that
this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted.”(Lk. 18, 10-14)

010/2010 CB

DECREE

In accordance with canon 1453, §1CCEO  whereas,

A cleric who lives in concubinage or otherwise persists in an
external sin against chastity causing scandal is to be punished
with a suspension. If he persist in the delict, other penalties
can gradually be added, including deposition.

let it be known

REVEREND OREST MYCHAYLIUK

is hereby suspended from the Order of Presbyter and is
unable to exercise the ministry with all its privileges, rights
and obligations.

Given this 11th day of January, 2010, the Post Feast of
Theophany and the Feast  of St. Theodosius at the Chancery
in Philadelphia.

Msgr. Peter D. Waslo
Protosyncellus and Chancellor

Very Reverend Andriy Rabiy
Vice Chancellor

2010 GREAT FAST

The weekdays of the Great Fast are
aliturgical whereas no Divine Liturgy
should be celebrated except for the Feast
of the Annunciation. On Wednesday
and Friday of the Great Fast, the Liturgy
of the Presanctified Gifts is to be
celebrated. Typika may be used the
other days. For funerals, the text used
by the New Jersey Protopresbyterate
or St. Michael Church in Frackville may
be utilized.

The Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
is to be celebrated for Sunday Liturgies
during this time.

During Holy Week, the Liturgy of the
Presanctified Gifts are to be celebrated
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.
There is no Divine Liturgy celebrated on
Good Friday and Holy Saturday. On
Holy Saturday evening, Vespers with the
Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great is to
be celebrated.
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School Choice Honorees
By A.B. Hill

You’ve come a long way, baby.

This old slogan offers appropriate words for school choice advocates in Pennsylvania.  The REACH Alliance, Pennsylvania’s
leading advocacy organization for parental choice in education recently honored some of its heroes.  Henry Aschenbrenner,
former Director of Education and Deputy Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference (PCC), received the
newly created Founders’ Award.

During his 28-year career at PCC, Aschenbrenner achieved numerous victories for Pennsylvania’s nonpublic school students.
He was instrumental in passing legislation that requires public school districts to provide bus transportation for students to their
non-public schools; he led the effort to get state funding for secular textbooks, instructional materials and auxiliary services for
nonpublic students; and his tireless advocacy for school vouchers paved the way for the Educational Improvement Tax Credit
(EITC) program. He was also a driving force behind a statutory charter of freedom for Catholic schools from overly intrusive
state regulation.

Aschenbrenner is a founding member of REACH, which stands for the Road to Educational Achievement through CHoice.

REACH also honored other “Champions of Choice” – State Senator Jeffrey E. Piccola (R-Dauphin County), chair of the Senate
Education Committee; State Representative Keith R. McCall (D-Carbon County), Speaker of the House; and Gregory J. Cavoli,
General Manager/Vice President of Enterprise Rent-A-Car.  Former Secretary of Homeland Security and Pennsylvania
Governor Tom Ridge, was also honored and delivered the keynote speech at the awards celebration.

Pennsylvania’s EITC program started in 2001 as the first of its kind to offer tax credits to corporations that support education.
EITC provides incentives for businesses to contribute to scholarship organizations, which then provide scholarships to children.
In essence, it gives parents the economic means to choose the learning environment they believe best meets the needs of
their children, regardless of their family income.

“Thanks to Henry’s leadership and hard work, tens of thousands of families can now send their child to the school that’s best
for him or her without hesitation,” said Robert J. O’Hara, Jr., PCC’s Executive Director.  “EITC turns hopes and prayers into
reality for so many students.”

EITC was a hard-fought victory and a big step toward true school choice in Pennsylvania, but advocates cannot rest yet.  EITC
suffered a $15 million cut in 2009 and faces another $10 million cut in 2010.  Less money for tax credits means less money
for scholarships.

Thousands of Catholic schoolchildren benefit from EITC; they need everyone to advocate on their behalf.  It will be another
difficult budget year in 2010, but additional cuts to EITC do not have to be the outcome. Outspoken grassroots support for
EITC can change the course of the debate. All concerned citizens are invited to get involved with the Advocates for Catholic
Education (ACE-PA) network. Anyone can help regardless of time constraints; a computer and an email address are all that is
necessary.

ACE-PA members will get important news about EITC and other Catholic education issues and alerts when the time comes to
contact state legislators about education issues. Volunteer advocates will be called upon to spread the news within the school
community and beyond.

Sign up online at www.pacatholic.org.

EITC is evidence that Pennsylvania has indeed come a long way on the road to school
choice; but we are not there yet.

Hill is Communications Director of the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference – the public affairs
arm of Pennsylvania’s Catholic bishops and the Catholic dioceses of Pennsylvania.

CAPTION FOR PHOTO: Former Director of Education and Deputy Executive Director of the
PCC, Henry Aschenbrenner (right) receives the 2009 REACH Founders’ Award for his school
choice accomplishments from Michael Geer, President of the Pennsylvania Family Institute.



MYASOPUSNA 2010 
 

A UKRAINIAN CULTURAL CELEBRATION 

 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2010 

 NOON TO 4:00 PM 

 

TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD CHURCH HALL 

BLISS & CENTER STREET  - - NANTICOKE 

 

             UKRAINIAN DANCE, MUSIC & SONG 

 

Kazka Ukrainian Dance & Song Group   

St. Mary’s Ukrainian Orthodox Dance Group 

The Holy Year Choir, Dr. Richard Barno, Director 

 

 

 

 

 

DISPLAY OF HANDCRAFTED  

UKRAINIAN ITEMS 

 

 
 

 

HOMEMADE UKRAINIAN DINNER 

Pork, Kovbasa, Ham, 
Varenyky (pyrohy), 

Borscht, Black Bread/Butter, 
Beverage & Dessert 

$12.00  •  Serving  from  12:30—1:30 
(Additional donations accepted.) 

                      Preferred entertainment seating will be reserved            
for tickets purchased by February 1. 

  
 

For Reservations, contact Helen at 735-4654 or Geri at 824-3880 

Transfiguration Church, Nanticoke, PA
 Holds Prelenten Celebration, Sunday, February 7th

Transfiguration of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic Church invites the public to its 2010 Myasopusna prelenten
celebration.  This cultural event takes place Sunday, February 7, from noon to 4 p.m. at the church hall, Center
and Bliss Streets, in the Hanover Section of Nanticoke.

Myasopusna Sunday (Meatfare Sunday) is traditionally the last day in the church year during which
Eastern Catholics may consume meat, in preparation for the upcoming fast of lent.  The parish of Transfiguration
Church uses the occasion of Myasopusna Sunday as an opportunity to celebrate and share its Ukrainian heritage

with the community, through
food, crafts, music, and dance.

Dinner (a platter of
roast pork, kobasi, baked
ham, varenyky/pierogies,
homemade borscht,
homemade blackbread and
butter, rice pudding, and a
beverage) will be served from
12:30 to 1:30.  The cost for
the dinner is $12 (additional
donations are accepted).
Please call Geri at 824-3880
or Helen at 735-4654, to
purchase your dinner tickets
in advance.  Preferred dinner/
entertainment seating will be
reserved for those who call by
February 1.

Dinner will be followed
by live Ukrainian music and
dance performances,
including the Holy Year Choir,
Kazka, the St. Mary’s Ukrainian
Dancers, a select ion of
Klezmer tunes, and more.
Participation of Ukrainian
crafters wi l l  include
embroidery, woodcrafts ,
pysanky, and ceramics
displays, with many items
available for purchase.  We
hope to have a la carte items
available for takeouts in the
afternoon.  This is a perfect
way to spend your Superbowl
Sunday afternoon, and
perhaps take home something
special to eat for your party
as well!
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H1N1 Flu Pandemic Donations at Work
-Metropolitan Stefan Soroka

Mr. Anatoliy Kozak, Secretary General of Caritas Ukraine recently informed Metropolitan Stefan
Soroka that specially prepared medication and vitamin kits are being distributed across Ukraine.  The
$40,000 raised by the Archeparchy of Philadelphia are funding the distribution of 1775 kits to those in
greatest need – the elderly and abandoned street children.  Health specialists in Ukraine have confirmed
the beginning of a second wave of A/H1N1 flu in Ukraine.  Only two of the 25 regions in Ukraine are not
affected to date.  These health kits composed of medications and vitamins will thus be timely and will help
those in the greatest need.  God bless generously all those who have assisted.  Donations are continuing
to be accepted and will be forwarded to Caritas Ukraine by the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of
Philadelphia.

APOLOGIES

In the last issue of The Way, the list of
donations for the H1N1 outbreak
collection for Ukraine was published.
We inadvertently missed listing the
donation of $2,500.00 from SS. Peter
& Paul Church in Jersey City, NJ.

We offer our apologies to Father Putera
and the generous faithful of the parish.

January 30, 2010: St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic
School in Phi ladelphia, PA Alumni Reunion.
www.stjosaphatchurch.com

January 31, 2010: the Presentation of Our Lord
Ukrainian Catholic Church (1564 Allentown Road,
Lansdale, PA) invites you to attend the blessing and
dedication of its new iconostas and wall iconography.
The blessing will take place during an 11:00 A.M. Pontifical
Divine Liturgy at which Archbishop Metropolitan Stefan
Soroka will be the chief celebrant and homilist. At 1:00
P.M. in the social hall next to the church, the parish will
host a banquet. You will have an opportunity to meet
master iconographer, Chrystyna Dochwat, and to view a
display of her works in the church and in the hall. A
Ukrainian folk ensemble will entertain you. Admission to
the banquet is only $25 ($10 for children under 12).  For

tickets or additional information call or email Mike at
215.715.4871 or PresentationUCC@gmail.com.
www.PresentationUkrainianCC.com

February 21, 2010:  Opening of the Shroud of Turin
Exhibit at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
at 5:00 PM.  (830 N. Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA)
For information contact Archpriest Daniel Troyan 215-
922-2917 or visit www.philashroud.org

April 9 & 10, 2010:  The Shroud of Turin Mystery Tour
at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception with
guest speaker Russ Breault at 7:00 PM.  (830 N. Franklin
Street, Philadelphia, PA). For information contact
Archpriest Daniel Troyan 215-922-2917 or visit
www.philashroud.org
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