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“Were not our
hearts burning

inside…It is true.
Our Lord is risen”

(Lk. 24: 32 & 34)

During these past
40 days of the Great Fast,
our Church called on us
to more intense prayer,
penance and charity.  This
was not a forced
imposition making us sad
or irritable.  Rather, it was
an invi tat ion to
transformation.  It was a
challenge to change, to
improve ourselves in order
that we may be truly
worthy to meet and enjoy
the glorious Feast of our
Lord’s Holy Resurrection.

Just prior to that
f irst glorious Easter
Morning, there were
betrayals, loneliness,
suffering, passion and
death.  Faith was
displaced by fear and
sadness in the disciples
and friends of Christ.  Their
hope was buried in the (Continued on next page)

Stained Glass Window - Shenandoah, PA

tomb.  The last act of love
was the weeping women
carrying the ointment.

A favori te

Resurrect ion Gospel
passage is the event of
Emmaus.  Two
disheartened disciples,
Cleopas and Luke, talk

sadly along the way about
Jesus’ passion and death.
Unknown to them, our Lord
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joins them on the road and
explains all those things
that had to happen.  Later
at the meal, after
“breaking bread”, the two
disciples recognized the
Risen Jesus, and as the
Gospel tells us, “They said
to one another, ‘Were not
our hearts burning inside
us as He talked to us on
the road and explained the
Scriptures to us?’”  They
rush back to meet the
other disciples and are
greeted with the joyous
news, “It is true.  The Lord
is risen.”  (Lk. 24: 32 & 34)

During this whole
period of Great Fast
preparation, our Church
led us gradually to these
astonishing Gospel
passages announcing the
Resurrection of our Lord,
God and Savior Jesus
Christ.  And every time we
hear this “good news” our
hearts should burn inside
us as we marvel at all these
things that were done for
our salvation.  We cannot
be silent, we cannot just
whisper it, we have to
shout it out, not just you
and I, but everyone, the
whole Church; Christ is
risen; truly He is risen!”

The Resurrection of
Christ is the greatest proof
of God’s love for us.  With
the disciples, we too
realize that there is no
Resurrection without the

cross.  Jesus had to suffer
to bring us life.  Christ’s
victory over death is our
victory also because we
have been baptized into
His death and shall rise
with Him in glory.  We live
according to Christ’s
Gospel anticipating His
blessings and eternal life.

Faith in the
Resurrection leads to life.
Our faith in Easter goes
beyond the tomb.  Yes,
we kiss the burial shroud
with tears in our eyes.
These tears are
transformed into gladness
because our faith is in the
Risen Christ.  Our Lord
lives.

We do not just
read about the
Resurrection once a year,
celebrate Easter as a
historical event, but we
rush to the empty tomb
and witness the love that
conquered death.  This
faith has meaning for us
today and everyday of our
lives.  Christ’s Resurrection
is reflected in our lives when
we choose life over death;
when we prefer light to
darkness; when we choose
a life of grace rather than
a life of sin; and when we
put love where there is
hatred and indifference.

We cannot help
but witness this faith to
everyone, together, in

Church, at our Easter
meals, “It is true, Christ is
risen!”  With the two
Emmaus disciples, Mary
Magdalene and the myrrh-
bearing women, Peter and
John, the rest of the
Apostles, and eventually
Thomas, We proclaim:
“Are not our hearts
burning inside us … It is
true!  Our Lord is risen!”
(Lk. 24: 32 & 34).

The mystery of the
Resurrection of our Lord is
the most important feast
in our Church’s calendar.
It is the Feast of Feasts,
the Holy day of the Holy
days.  And we are blessed
this year to celebrate Easter
together, all our Ukrainian
Catholic churches, with our
Ukrainian Orthodox
Brothers and Sisters, and
all Christians.  May our
faith in the Resurrection ring
out a resounding “Christ
is Risen” this year
everywhere.

On this joyous,
solemn and glorious Feast
of Easter, we the episcopal
shepherds of the Ukrainian
Catholic Metropolitan
Province of the USA, pray

for abundant grace, good
health and success in your
daily struggles for the good
of our families, people and
Christ’s Church.  Let us all
be grateful for all of
Almighty God’s great love
for us and His generous
gifts.

May our Lord’s
victory – His conquest over
sin and death, and His
promise of peace and
eternal l i fe be yours
always!

Christ is risen!
 Truly He is risen!

+Stefan Soroka
Metropolitan-Archbishop

of Philadelphia

+Richard Seminack
Eparch of St. Nicholas in

Chicago

+Paul Chomnycky,
OSBM

Eparch of Stamford

+John Bura (author)
Apostolic Administrator

of St. Josaphat in Parma

Easter, 2010
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Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made;
without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life
was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not
understood it. There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.
He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all
men might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to
the light. The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world
did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not
receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he
gave the right to become children of God — children born not of natural
descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. The Word
became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came
from the Father, full of grace and truth. John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom
I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ “From the fullness of his grace we
have all received one blessing after another. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ” (Jn. 1, 1-17).

And He rose again from the dead on the third day,
according to the Scriptures…

Christ is risen from the dead! This is the main proclamation of the Christian faith. It forms the Church’s
preaching worship and spiritual life. “… if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is
in vain.” (I Corinthians 15:14) In the first sermon ever preached in the history Of the Christian Church, the Apostle
Peter began his proclamation: “Men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man attended to you by God
with mighty works and signs and wonders which God did to him in your midst, as you yourself know-this Jesus
delivered up according to a definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of
lawless men. But God raised him up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible for him to be
held by it.” (Acts 2:22-24) Jesus had the power to lay down his life and the power to take it up again. “For this
reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life, that I may take it again. No one takes it from me, but I lay
it down of my own accord. I have the power to lay it down, and I have the power to take it again; this charge I
have received from my father.” (John 10:17-18)

According to Church doctrine there is no competition of “lives” between God and Jesus, and no competition
of “powers.” The power of God and the power of Jesus, the life of God and the life of Jesus are one and the same
power and life. To say that God has raised Christ, and that Christ has been raised by his own power is to say
essentially the same thing. “For as the Father has life in himself,” says Christ, so he has granted the Son also to
have life in himself.” (John 5:26) “I and the Father are one.” (John 10:30) The Scriptural stress that God has raised
up Jesus only emphasizes once more that Christ has given his life, that he has laid it down fully, that he has offered
it whole and without reservation to God-who then gave it back in his resurrection from the dead. The Church
believes in Christ’s real death and his actual resurrection.

Resurrection, however, does not simply mean bodily resuscitation. Neither the Gospel nor the Church
teaches that Jesus was lying dead and then was biologically revived and walked around in the same way that he
did before he was killed. In a word, the Gospel does not say that the angel moved the stone from the tomb in order
to let Jesus out. The angel moved the stone to reveal that Jesus was not there. (Mark 16; Matthew 28) In his
resurrection Jesus is in a new and glorious form. He appears in different places immediately. He is difficult to
recognize. (Luke 24:16; John 20:14) He eats and drinks to show that he is not a ghost. (Luke 24:30, 39) He allows
himself to be touched. (John 20:27, 21:9) And yet he appears in the midst of disciples, “the doors being shut,” (John
20:19, 26) And he “vanishes out of their sight.” (Luke 24:31) Christ indeed is risen, but his resurrected humanity is
full of life and divinity. It is humanity in the new form of eternal life of the Kingdom of God.
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On the occasion of the
Feast of Feasts - the Resurrection

of Our Lord, the Staff of “The
Way,” wishes Metropolitan Stefan,
all the clergy, religious, and all the

faithful a Blessed Easter.
We wish all, God’s choicest
blessings here on earth and

salvation in heaven.

Christ Is Risen!
Indeed He Is Risen!
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Taras Shevchenko Concert in
Toms River, NJ

This year, the Shevchenko concert and luncheon was
held at St, Stephen Church in Toms River, NJ on
Sunday, March 21, 2010 to commemorate the 196th
anniversary of Shevchenko‘s birth. It was a real
celebration of Ukrainian poetry and music. A
wonderful program of song, recitation, and remarks
was followed by a brunch reception sponsored by
the Ukrainian-American Club in the church hall. The
outpouring of love and respect would have touched
our native son and poet laureate.

How many English-speaking people have heard of Taras Shevchenko. What “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” did for the
African Americans of the United States of America the poems of Shevchenko did for the serfs of Ukraine. They
aroused the conscience of the Ukrainian people, and the persecutions suffered by the poet at the hands of
the autocracy awakened their sympathy. It was two days after the death of Shevchenko that the czar’s ukase
appeared granting freedom to the serfs. Possibly the dying poet knew it was coming and died the happier
on that account.  Taras Shevchenko was well respected by many people around the world. It is written that
Shevchenko’s casket being carried to Kiev, from St. Petersburg, in an oxen drawn carriage, attracted memorial
services and valedictories from many throngs of people along the way. Only in Kiev, all orations were
forbidden. However, one gesture of a woman surpassed all eulogies when she placed a wreath of thorns on
his casket.

Visit our website for more news. www.ststephenchurch.us

St. Nicholas Church,
Millville, NJ, sends packages
for our troops in Afghanistan

Imagine it’s Christmas or New Year’s,  Valentines Day or Easter
and you’re 8,000 miles from your home in the USA  hunkered
down in dangerous, hostile territory. Then, you get a package
full of goodies and personal products from your hometown.
And for that brief period of time, the war in Afghanistan becomes
the last thing on your mind. That is precisely what Mrs. Cinthia

Sherman, a member of St. Nicholas  Catholic Church in Millville NJ  is doing with help from her friends in the
Sisterhood. She had the idea to send the soldiers so-called “care” packages, and ran the idea past Fr. Ivan
Turyk, the Parish Administrator of the parish. Fr. Ivan and parishioners liked the idea and with the help of
donations of supplies and money donated for postage, 5 large boxes have already been shipped to
Afghanistan. The items sent included socks, baby wipes, hand sanitizer, coffee and drink mixes, batteries,
chopstick, gum, and lots of crackers and other snacks.  Tammy Commander made 30 individual bags of
homemade cookies, each with 6 cookies and “thank you” written on the bag.  We also had put thank you
letters into the packages from the members of the church, and cards that were made by elementary school
students of one of our parishioners.  In two weeks, as we celebrate Easter and remember the sacrifice Our
Lord made for us, let’s also remember our troops, for what they do for us.  Pray for God to keep watch over
them and to return them home to us safely, so they may be able to enjoy life as we do.
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PASSAIC, NJ — Icons,
sacred images that are
either painted or
composed of mosaic tiles,
glass, or textiles have been
an important part of the
religious traditions of
Eastern Catholics for
centuries. When St.
Nicholas Ukrainian
Cathol ic Church in
Passaic, New Jersey
began a restoration of the
church interior several
years ago, the parish
council decided that to
prepare for the 100th

anniversary of their parish
in 2010, new icons should
adorn all the walls and the
ceiling of the church.

“Filling a church
with iconography is part
of our heritage,” noted
Helen Newmerzyckyj, co-
chair of the Jubi lee
Committee, “and this effort
was undertaken
consciously to be
completed for our
centennial.”

The new icons are
being painted. However,
much of the original
iconography made from
other materials remains,
such as tiled mosaics of
the Mother of God and
Jesus Christ on either side
of the altar; the vitrazhi,
or large stained glass

NEW ICONOGRAPHY TO FILL
ST. NICHOLAS UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

Unveiling planned for Spring 2010
New icons belong to yearlong celebration of the 100th anniversary of the parish

Article by Irene Jarosewich

Icon artists (from left) Rostyslav Pohorilets and Ihor Derevianyy

windows, created by the
studio of the late Jaroslav
Baransky, and the
iconostas, a screen of
carved wood and icons
that separates the
sanctuary from the nave.
Besides icons, intricately
carved dark walnut wood
gilded in gold accents will
frame the icons on the walls
of the church, as well frame
the iconostas, and will
provide a unifying element
throughout the church.

The history of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church
in the 20th century is a
tortured one. In 1946,
Soviet authorities banned
the Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Ukraine and
arrested most of the

Church’s priests and
bishops. Church buildings
were confiscated, religious
art i facts destroyed.
However, throughout the
world, Ukrainian
immigrants sustained their
traditions, including those
at parishes such as St.
Nicholas.

 “It is this careful
transmission of tradition
from generat ion to
generation that is the
strength of the Ukrainian
Cathol ic Church,”
emphasized Rostyslav
Pohorilets, who along with
fel low art is t Ihor
Derevianyy is now
completing the icons on
the ceiling of the church.
The two artists, cofounders

of the design and
restoration firm ArtSacrum,
travel between Passaic,
New Jersey and their
studio in Kentucky, where
Mr. Derevianyy is assisted
with the carving and
gilding of the large and
heavy frames by master
artisan Hryhoriy Samotis.

In the central
ceiling dome of the church
will be an icon of Christ
Pantokrator (Ruler-of-All),
one of the most well known
of Byzantine holy images.
“It is specifically in the
Ukrainian tradition of icon
painting to use lots of blue
around images of the
Pantokrator,” said

(Continued on next page)

Photos: Mychail Newmerzyckyj
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Pohorilets, “the outer
edges start dark blue and
fade into a bright light
blue around the head of
Christ, symbolizing ‘I am
the Light’.”

Unl ike simply
decorat ive arts, the
creation of an icon follows
a formal tradition that
dictates placement of
certain elements, and a
conscious placement of
each icon within the
church. The elements of
each icon, as well as the
placement of the icons
within the church are
intended to convey
specific messages from the
lives of the saints, and
invite contemplation.

“Throughout the
centuries, the formal and
dramatic beauty of icons
has drawn people to
reflection and prayer.
People receive God’s spirit
in many ways,” noted Rev.
Andriy Dudkevych, pastor
of St. Nicholas, “through
music, through prayer, as
well as through icons.
Iconography is part of our
religious tradition and in
our church we want to re-
establish this tradition – to
open people’s hearts so
that they can be closer to
God.”

 Established in
Passaic in 1910 by 38
families, the parish began
a yearlong celebration of
its centennial on December

NEW ICONOGRAPHY TO FILL
ST. NICHOLAS UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

(continued from previous page)

The icon of the Mother of God Panagaea, (All-Holy) above the altar.
Within the icon of the Mother of God is a smaller icon of the Christ

child encircled in her womb.

6, 2009, the Feast Day of
the church’s patron saint,
St. Nicholas. The church
sits at the high point of
the crest of a small hill in
Passaic, its warm gold-
tone brick and gold gild
surrounding the icons
above the main entrance
outside seem to reflect
sunshine even on the
gloomiest of days. Co-
chair of the Jubi lee
Committee, Marion
Hrubec, a member of the
parish for more than 60
years called St. Nicholas
“our little oasis of light.”

Several buildings,
including a rectory, a
church hal l , and St.
Nicholas Ukrainian
Catholic school, belong to
the church compound.

Sonya Capar, who
sings in the parish choir, is
preparing the centennial
history book of the church
to be distr ibuted in
October at the banquet
to culminate the yearlong
celebration. According to
records, “the very, very first
divine liturgy for this
parish,” she said, “was
held in 1910.” After that,
events moved quickly and
the first church building was
completed in 1911. The
parish began to expand
in the late 1940s with the
inf lux of post-war
immigrants. Under the
dedicated leadership of
Rev. Walter Bilynsky, who
served the parish for 34
years, the parish acquired
several properties. In

1972, the present church
building was completed.

Arriv ing from
Ukraine in 2003, Rev.
Dudkevych is part of the
latest wave of immigrants
from Ukraine, those that
arrived in the United States
after 1991, following the
collapse of the Soviet
Union. More than 400
families are currently
registered at St. Nicholas,
mostly post-war immigrants
and their children and
grandchildren. However,
unlike other churches
whose congregations are
in decline, with each year,
the new immigrants are
steadily increasing parish
numbers. “The restoration

(Continued on next page)
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and expansion of the
iconography throughout
the church,” added Rev.
Dudkevych “is to prepare
the church to serve the
parish for the next 100
years.”

Though it will be
some time before all the
icons are completed,
especially those on the
lower walls, the major icons
on the ceilings will be
revealed this spring as the
scaffolding is f inal ly
removed.

The elaborately
handmade Ukrainian
Easter egg, the pysanka,
is traditionally exchanged

NEW ICONOGRAPHY TO FILL
ST. NICHOLAS UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

(continued from previous page)

Ceiling under construction

among family and friends
during the Easter season.
The pysanka is replete with
symbols, including those
that symbolize rebirth and
new l i fe. The new
iconography in the church,
noted Pohorilets, is in
keeping with the tradition
of the pysanka, suffused
with intricate symbolism.
“And as part of the
traditions of Easter and the
resurrection of Christ,” he
said, “it is fitting that the
new iconography be
unveiled this spring as a
symbol of the rebirth of
this church.”

For further information about
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church,

please visit www.stnicholasucc.org.

Text for this release was prepared by Irene
Jarosewich; photo credit should be given to

Mychail Newmerzyckyj.

Clergy Conference

The Clergy Conference for the Ukrainian Catholic
Archeparchy of Philadelphia was held on March 18, 2010

at the Cathedral Hall in Philadelphia, PA.

See more pictures from the Conference on our blog
www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com
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Fr. Kolisnyk is introduced by Annunciation
of the BVM Church Pastor Fr. Ihor Royik.

EASTER DINNER “SVIACHENE” CELEBRATION

The Parish Family of Saint Vladimir Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church of Scranton will hold its annual
traditional Easter Dinner “Sviachene” celebration on Sunday, April 11, 2010, beginning at 12:30 p.m. in
the Parish Center at 428 North Seventh Avenue.

Traditional Ukrainian Easter foods will be served, along with a hot dinner buffet. During the dinner an
Easter Egg Hunt will be held for the children. A Theme Basket Raffle will also be conducted. Music for
listening and dancing will be provided by “The Golden Tones”.

Tickets are $14 adults; $7 children age 6-12; under age 6 free. Advance reservations are appreciated as
seating is limited. For tickets or information, please contact Kathleen at 570 346-2414. Everyone is
welcome.

Submitted by Paul Ewasko

Annual Lenten mission was held March 11th

thru March 14th at the Annunciation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church in Melrose
Park, PA.  The Lenten mission speaker was Rev.
Ihor Kolisnyk, C.Ss.R.,  a visiting missionary from
Novoyavorivsk, Ukraine.  Father Ihor was born in
Ternopil, Ukraine, ordained in 2000, and earned
a Masters in Philosophy in Innsbruck, Austria.  He
has served Lenten missions at a number of churches
in our Archeparchy, including the Annunciation of
the Blessed Virgin Mary in Melrose Park, PA.  Father
Ihor led the parish in their Lenten journey and

del ivered his
message of
renewal of our
faith, through his
sermons during
the Services.
Father Ihor
emphasized the
reaff irmation of
God’s love and
promise of eternal
life.

Lenten Mission in Melrose Park, PA
-Submitted by R Cooke and Natalia A. Siletsky
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Celebrating 100 Years of Blessings

Fox Chase Manor, PA

From Philadelphia to New York City, Chicago, IL to Newark,
NJ, Hamtramck, MI to Chesapeake City, MD, the Sisters of the
Order of Saint Basil the Great have been a major component
of numerous lives through schools, orphanages, and parishes.
In preparation of their 100th Anniversary of ministry in the United
States since 1911, the Sisters are collecting memories of the
many people whose lives are intertwined with the Sisters.

If you, or someone you know, has memories of time spent with the Sisters, photographs, or other mementos
- we would not only like to hear from you but would like to tape your memories!! Or if you
are bashful and have pictures or old movies (regardless of the format i.e. 16mm, 8 mm.
etc), please share them with us for the Centennial DVD..

Please contact Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM at 215.379.3998 ext. 35, dabusowski@stbasils.com, or
710 Fox Chase Road, Fox Chase Manor, PA  19046 or Sister Ann Laszok, OSBM at 412-260-1607 or
srannl@aol.com

The Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great are a worldwide religious community.  They respond
to the needs of God’s people today, embodying the welcoming presence of the Lord.  In leading uniquely
effective and innovative ministries in education, spiritual direction, evangelization, and lay collaboration, they
bring the rich traditions and mysteries of the Eastern Church to those they encounter.  For more information
concerning this rich heritage, please call 215.379.3998 or visit us at www.stbasils.com.

Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the Great Associate Program

Fox Chase Manor, PA

Do you have a desire to grow in and deepen
your Baptismal commitment?

Share in the life of prayer, community and service
of the Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the
Great, Jesus Lover of Humanity Province -
become “One in Spirit” with the Sisters as a
member of the Basilian Associate Program.

For further information, please contact Sister Rita
Stremba, OSBM or Sister Germaine Senita,
OSBM at 215.379.3998, or write to 710 Fox
Chase Road, Fox Chase Manor, PA 19046.

Photo Caption: L-R Associates Joe Notarfrancesco, Sr. Rita Stremba, Mary Quinn, Kathy Notarfrancesco,
Danuta Savicky, Kathy Grace in Holy Trinity Chapel, Motherhouse, Fox Chase Manor, PA
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Fox Chase Manor, PA

Every five years the Sisters of St. Basil the Great hold a Chapter.  “A Chapter is an essential instrument of
collegiality, calling each Sister to participate in the decision-making process either directly or indirectly. While
in session, it is the highest authority in the Province.” The Kenotic Way
This February 19 – 21, 2010, the whole community (i.e. all the Sisters from all the Eparchies return to the
Motherhouse) began the preparations for deliberating on various issues concerning the Sisters of St. Basil
the Great. During the June meeting there will also be an election of a new Provincial Administration (i.e.
a Provincial plus four counselors).

The Chapter Steering Committee is comprised of Sr. Dorothy Ann, OSBM, Sr. Clement, OSBM,  Sr. Joann,
OSBM, and Sr. Lydia Anna, OSBM,  and aided by a facilitator, Sr. Carol Marozzi, SSJ. This committee
prepared the nomination process as well as the deliberation process to raise the issues for the June Chapter
meetings on June 21 – 25, 2010.

The February weekend started with Vespers followed by dinner.  The theme for the weekend and Chapter
in June is “What you need to know is on your lips and in your heart; you have only to
carry it out.”  (Deut. 30: 11-14)  Through prayer and discussions the Sisters focused on many of the
issues that will effect their future.

The Sisters of St. Basil request your prayers and support during this time of prayer and reflection. We pray
that the Holy Spirit may guide the Sisters deliberations in planning for the next five years.

The Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great are a worldwide religious community.  They respond to
the needs of God’s people today, embodying the welcoming presence of the Lord.  In leading uniquely
effective and innovative ministries in education, spiritual direction, evangelization, and lay collaboration,
they bring the rich traditions and mysteries of the Eastern Church to those they encounter.  For more
information concerning this rich heritage, please call 215.379.3998 or visit us at www.stbasils.com.

Sisters of St. Basil Meet to Plan the Future

Photo Left to Right:  Sr. Irenea Hankewych; Sr, Paula Jacynyk; Sr. Maria Nadia Barusewycz;
Sr.Olga Marie Faryna; Sr. Marina Bochnewich; Sr. Elizabeth Bertoldi
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SBA Goes Green

“The Earth does not belong to man; man belongs to the Earth.”  The
students at Saint Basil Academy have realized this truth fully through an
extensive recycling program at the school.  An agenda that had
originated with receptacles in the cafeteria for glass, aluminum cans,
and plastic has expanded over the past years, through the guidance
of the SBA Science Club.  The school is now actively recycling paper,
cell phones, and printer cartridges, in addition to the fundamental
glass, plastic, and cans.

Approximately three years ago, Saint Basil Academy’s Science Club
invested in blue recycling bins for every classroom in the school so that
students have the option of making the decision to recycle every day,
no matter which class they may be in.  These school and office papers, along with mail and other
documents, are then transferred to a “Paper Retriever” storage bin in the parking lot.  In addition to
the school’s paper, the “Paper Retriever” program also accepts the newspapers, magazines, and
catalogs from family homes in the Saint Basil Academy community.  The school earns a miniscule fund
that is contingent upon the tonnage of paper recycled, but in actuality, saves the money that Waste
Management would charge if the organization was to collect larger sums of trash, of which paper
would constitute significantly.  In such a way, not only the school’s excess paper, but its money, is
being saved from years in a landfill.

Students also utilize a cell phone/printer cartridge recycling opportunity that is made available to
them in school.  Boxes are located in the science and computer labs for these items, and the Science
Club sends them to a plant that recycles them.  The school is also working with a new company,
Funding Factory, which generously recompenses for office inkjet and laser printer cartridges, which
girls whose parents work in offices are able to donate.  Saint Basil Academy’s commitment to
reducing, reusing, and recycling benefits the school both economically and morally, and it does its
part to conserve a rapidly depleting environment.

Through paper recycling drives, a trip to Citizens Bank Park as part of the Phillies’ 2009 “Red Goes
Green” campaign, and an enthusiastic response to other recycling opportunities throughout the
school, Saint Basil Academy students have proven their dedication to the Earth.  A myriad of recycling
possibilities currently exists, which includes glass, aluminum cans, plastic, paper, cell phones, and
printer cartridges, but Saint Basil Academy and the Science Club have embraced strategies to
enhance the recycling program and other environmentally-based endeavors in the near future.  While
“a global war is raging against the planet,” the students of Saint Basil Academy are easing nature’s
wounds by making conscious decisions that favor the environment, thus harboring a sense of respect
for all life on this Earth.

by Danielle Guiteras
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Children's View of the Shroud

The Catechism Class at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception drew pictures
of the Shroud. The children also visited the Shroud of Turin Replica on display at the Cathedral.

Tatianna Bilyj Caroline Nowak

Alexandra Szwedyk Rebecca Mezei

Julia SzwedykZenia Nazevich
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The Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Stamford visited the Shroud of Turin Replica on display at the Ukrainian
Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia, PA, on March 23, 2010.  Among those
present included Most Reverend Paul Chomnycky, OSBM, Most Reverend Basil Losten, religious and clergy.

During the visit, the faithful venerated the Shroud, participated in a prayer service, listened to a presentation
on the Shroud of Turin by Rev. Archpriest Daniel Troyan, and sang the Lenten song Ïîêëàíÿþñÿ, Ì³é Õðèñòå
(Poklanayosha Miu Kryste).

Watch videos and see more photos from Stamford's Visit
on our Blog at www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com.

Stamford Eparchy visits Shroud at Cathedral
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METROPOLITAN ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA 

Ukrainian Catholic 

 

827 North Franklin Street 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19123-2097  

Phone (215) 627-0143 Fax (215) 627-0377  

ukrmet@catholic.org 

 
No.    163/2010 O       Office of the Metropolitan 

This Number Should be Prefixed to Your Reply 

 
        March 16, 2010 
 
My Brother Clergy, Parish Officers and Parishioners, 
 
Glory to Jesus Christ! 
 
 Our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, during a visit to a Rome parish said, “It is 
important that a pastor not be a ‘soloist’, but be surrounded by believers who, along with 
him, are bearers of the seed of the Word of God, and help it live and grow.”  The Holy 
Father then spoke of the faithful as ‘a gift of the Holy Spirit, and the pastor, even more a 
pope, needs advice, needs help in making decisions’.  Effective Pentecost, 2010, the 
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia begins a new chapter wherein the 
exclusive administration by a pastor or any financial officer of a parish is not permitted, 
without exception, regardless of how good or bad the experience has been to date.  This is 
not happening because this archbishop wills it.  The Canon Law of the Church and the 
Pastoral Guide already requires it.  Each pastor and parishioner, and the archbishop, is 
called to respect and to act on the wisdom of those who prepared the Canon Law and 
Pastoral Guide. 
 
 After May 23, 2010 (Feast of Pentecost), all the parishes within the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia are expected to have formed and to be operating 
with a Parish Finance Council and a Parish Pastoral Council.  This was fully explained to 
clergy during a Clergy conference held on October 27, 2009.  Our Chancellor, Rev. 
Msgr. Peter Waslo, is currently facilitating meetings in each deanery to assist in the 
implementation of a parish finance council and a parish pastoral council in each parish.  
Please avail yourself of his expertise in the implementation of this policy. 
 
 Attached is a publication dated December 2009, which clearly outlines the 
membership and obligations of the Parish Finance Council. Given the often negative 
connotation of the title “trustee”, officers will be known as members of the Parish 
Finance Council and not as parish trustees.  Members of the Parish Finance Council are 
to share in the responsibility of having the signing authority for all financial transactions 
and for all letters requesting permission for projects made to the Chancery.  They are also 
to be consulted for all parish investment decisions.  To facilitate a culture of 
accountability and transparency, it is required that annual financial statements and a 

From the Archbishop's Desk

(continued on next page)
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From the Archbishop's Desk
(continued from previous page)

budget for the succeeding year be shared with the parishioners within each parish.  This 
was already mandated to be done in early 2009 for the year 2008.  The members of the 
Parish Finance Council are to be involved in the preparation of these reports. They are 
also to periodically review (quarterly, if not monthly) the parish finances.  The 
parishioners are to be made aware of the membership of the Parish Finance Council. 
 
 A Parish Pastoral Council is to be formed in every parish, comprised of at least 
six members and a maximum of twelve members.  Members of the Parish Finance 
council are not eligible to serve.  The criterion for membership is listed in the attached 
pamphlet citing Canon Law and the Pastoral Guide.  This is an advisory body which is to 
assist the pastor with their advice and practical cooperation in matters pertaining to 
pastoral needs in the parish.  The Pastoral Council is not involved in the management of 
property matters and finances of the parish.  
 
 An Archieparchial Finance Council has been functioning for a few years, 
providing me much valued advice and direction in archieparchial financial matters.  Their 
expertise and input was especially beneficial for the archeparchy during the recent 
financial crisis in the world markets.  An Archieparchial Pastoral Council will shortly 
begin its work within our archeparchy, offering advice and assistance on pastoral 
ministry within our archeparchy. 
 
 Each pastor is instructed to submit to the attention of the Chancellor, Rev. Msgr. 
Peter Waslo, by June 1, 2010, the names and addresses of members of the Parish Finance 
Council and of the Parish Pastoral Council. These will be reviewed for approval and for 
formal appointment by me, a process to be done annually.  Please also indicate your 
anticipated frequency of meetings (monthly, quarterly). 
 
 Thank you for your anticipated full and timely response.  Please do not hesitate to 
seek the advice of Chancery officials as needed. 
 
 God bless you richly! 
 
        Sincerely yours in Christ, 

        +Stefan Soroka 
        Metropolitan-Archbishop 
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ASSISTANCE NEEDED FOR UKRAINIANS IN KAZAKHSTAN

Ukrainian Americans have generously provided for a myriad of needs of the Ukrainian Catholic
Church throughout Ukraine.  Much restoration and renewal of churches, monasteries, the Ukrainian
Catholic University, and community facilities have been achieved because of the sustained generosity of
the Ukrainian Catholic faithful in the USA.  A significant portion of funds for the building of the Patriarchal
Sobor in Kyiv has also come from the USA.  We encourage your continued donations for the completion
of the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Resurrection in Kyiv, which is the center of our Ukrainian
Catholic Church worldwide.  Our assisting to help in the completion of the Cathedral continues to be a
priority for all of us.

Our special additional attention is needed to the development of the Ukrainian Catholic Church
in Kazakhstan.  Hundreds of thousands of our faithful were forcibly located there in the Soviet times,
especially from 1939 to 1941.   There are significant numbers of Ukrainian Catholics scattered throughout
the country.  They have received little attention and assistance.  The needs of these communities are
significant.  The descendents of the mass forced migrations by the Soviets have largely retained their
religion and national identity as Ukrainian Greek Catholics.  These communities need assistance to build
churches and community structures, and to support our Church missionaries being sent to minister to these
communities.

Patriarch Lubomyr Cardinal Husar has asked for our special financial assistance for the faith
communities in Kazakhstan.  The needs are urgent and critical to enable them to sustain and to grow in
their faith and identity as Ukrainian Greek Catholics.  Please participate in the special ongoing efforts of
the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia to respond to this request for our help.  Consider
making a particularly generous gift this Easter as a sign of resurrected hope for the Ukrainian Catholic
faithful of Kazakhstan.  Consider setting aside a monthly support donation which could assist in the
support of priests sent to mission to our brothers and sisters in Christ in Kazakhstan.  Are there groups
or parishes which might wish to make a special donation or commit themselves to responding to specific
needs?  Let us be creative and show innovation in considering how each of us may help.  Let us say “yes”
generously to offer them hope.  Please to generous and send your donation for the Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Kazakhstan to the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, 827 N. Franklin Street,
Philadelphia, PA 19123-2097.  If not you and I, who will help their renewal?

God bless you richly in ways only He can for your anticipated generosity for the faithful in
Kazakhstan.  Thank you.

+Stefan Soroka
Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics USA
Archbishop of Philadelphia

March, 2010

From the Archbishop's Desk
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April is Child Abuse Prevention Month

What is “Sexting” and What Can I Do About It?

Mary Ellen D’Intino
Director Safe Environment Programs, Diocese of Manchester, NH

“Sexting” means sending
nude or semi-nude pictures
or videos of oneself to
others via cell phone text
messaging. According to
recent surveys, 20 percent
to 25 percent of teens
admit that they have
electronically sent or
posted such photos of
themselves and
approximately 28 percent
of teens say that they have
received this type of
message on their cell
phone.1 Sexting is not only
inappropriate, i t is
dangerous, and as
concerned adults we must
do all we can to educate
teens about why it is a bad
idea.

Sexting by its very nature
can easily lead to child
exploitation. Although most
teens presumably do not
intend for their photos to
be widely distributed, it is
a fact that electronic
messages of all kinds are
often forwarded to others.
Those in receipt of risqué
pictures or videos can do
with them what they wish,
such as post them on a
Website or alter them.
Recent media reports have
focused on teens who
became the victims of
extreme harassment from
peers after sending out

inappropriate pictures of
themselves that were in
turn forwarded to others.
One Ohio teen, Jessica
Logan, spoke about her
experience publicly and
warned others not to
repeat her mistake, but
ultimately took her own life
in the wake of bullying and
isolation by peers.

Most adults are concerned
about sexting because
they’ve heard about it in
the news, but they are not
sure what to do about it.
Caring adults need to
communicate with teens
about this topic. Talking
with teens about sexting
does not need to be
diff icult; i t can be a
continuation of discussions
you have already begun
with them about morality,
values, personal
boundaries, and modesty.

Here are some points you
can mention:

Anything you text can
be forwarded to
others. This can result in
extreme embarrassment
as well as harassment by
peers.
Once a text message
is sent, it cannot be
taken back. You no
longer have any control

over it. Think: Do you want
this photo showing up on
Facebook?

You could be in
trouble with the law.
If inappropriate photos
involve underage teens,
those who send —and
even those who forward
them— could be charged
with possession and
distr ibut ion of chi ld
pornography, a very
serious crime.

Other consequences
may include
disciplinary action at
school or work. Often,
if a school learns that
students have been
involved in sexting, the
teens are expelled from
sports teams and honor
societies. This can impact
a student’s future.

Parents should also:

Keep abreast of
technology. This means
trying out texting, social
networking, and other
potentially intimidating
electronic devices so you
can have informed
conversations with teens.

Pay attention. Let teens
know that you will check
their cel l phones

periodically to monitor
what is being sent and
received.

Consider installing
blocks on your children’s
cell phones so that pictures
and/or Internet l inks
cannot be viewed. For
more information about
installing parental controls
on cell phones, see the
booklet Cell Phones and
Parental Controls: Protect
Your Children, available
on the Diocese of
Manchester website at
www.catholicnh.org/child-
safety/ .

Keep the lines of
communication open.
Encourage teens to tell you
or another trusted adult if
they receive any electronic
messages or photos that
make them feel
uncomfortable.

          (www.usccb.org)
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FORGIVENESS SUNDAY

The Clergy and Laity of the North Anthracite Ukrainian Catholic Deanery gathered together on
Forgiveness Sunday, February 14, 2010 at SS Peter & Paul, Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Plymouth, PA to pray in unity as we prepared the journey with our Lord Jesus through the 40-day
Great Fast.  Rev. John Seniw, our Protopresbyter (Dean), was the Main Celebrant, with Rev. Paul
Wolensky leading the responses other clergy in attendance were - Rev.Roman Petryshak; Rev.
Orest Kunderevych, Rev. Nestor Iwasiw and Rev. John Wysochansky. All the parishes in the
Deanery were cooperative in the preparation of the fellowship which followed the services. The
ceremony was beautiful and the fellowship delicious.

Photos are by Dr. Richard Barno of Transfiguration of Our Lord in Nanticoke, PA.
Submitted by Ann Beshada, SS Peter & Paul, U.C.C., Plymouth, PA.
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The CCD program at St. John the Baptist Ukrainian
Catholic Church, Northampton, PA is growing, as we
might say, from the ground up. We have 22 students
from Pre-K to 10th grade, with seven volunteer teachers.

During Lent three children have been prepared for
First Confession, and as part of our apostolic outreach,
we had a very successful Food Drive for the
Northampton Area Food Bank, Northampton, Pa.
Students had the privilege of touring the food bank
and learned about new things it has to offer since they
visited last year. The students unpacked all the
donations from our church, sorted the items, and
stocked them on the appropriate shelves.

Our CCD students also had classes in decorating the
traditional pysanky. We split the students into age
groups and they all had an opportunity to color eggs.
Everyone had a great time, including the teachers!

Religious Education Students in Northampton, PA

Students painting eggs
on March 16, 2010

Students at the
Food Bank
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METROPOLITAN STEFAN’S SCHEDULE FOR APRIL

Palm Sunday - St. George’s Ukrainian Catholic Church, New York City

 1 -  Holy Thursday Liturgy of St. Basil the Great with Blessing of Chrism and
         washing of feet of priests, Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral,
       Philadelphia

 2 -   Holy Friday Vespers and laying out of Plashchanytsia, Immaculate Conception
       Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral, Philadelphia

 3 -   Resurrection Matins and Easter Divine Liturgies, Immaculate Conception
       Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral, Philadelphia

9, 10 - Multi-media presentation on Shroud of Turin, Immaculate Conception Ukrainian
        Catholic Cathedral, Philadelphia

 15 -  Manor College Annual Gala, Bensalem, PA

 18 -  Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral Parish Sviachene

23, 24- Providence Association of Ukrainian Catholics Annual meeting, Philadelphia

 25 -  125th Anniversary of Transfiguration of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic Church,
 Shamokin, PA

 26 -  Receive Mr. Myroslav Marynovych and an Executive Committee Member of
        the Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation

27,28- Pennsylvania Catholic Bishops’ Meeting Ventnor, NJ

 29 -  Planning meeting for Annual Archeparchial/Sisters of St. Basil Pilgrimage of
        the Mother of God
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

April 9 & 10, 2010: The Shroud of Turin Mystery
Tour at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
with guest speaker Russ Breault at 7:00 PM. (830 N.
Franklin Street, Philadelphia, PA). For information
contact Archpriest Daniel Troyan 215-922-2917 or
visit www.philashroud.org

April 11, 2010: “Spring Food Collection for the
Needy” Ss. Peter & Paul, 100 S. Penn St, Clifton
Heights, PA

April 11, 2010: Annual Easter Dinner, Ss. Peter &
Paul, 100 S. Penn St, Clifton Heights, PA at 11 AM.
For information call 610-622-0261.

April 11, 2010: “Sviachene” Easter Dinner at St.
Vladimir’s, 428 North Seventh Ave, Scranton, PA at
12:30 PM.  For more information contact Kathleen at
570-346-2414.

April 16-18, 2010: Liturgical Music Workshop at
The Ortynsky Spirituality Center (next to Cathedral),
Philadelphia, PA 215-922-2917.

April 17, 2010: Marriage Preparation Workshop,
Annunciation of the BVM, 1204 Valley Road, Melrose
Park, PA. For information please call 215-635-1627
or email A.B.V.M@comcast.net

April 18, 2010: Annual Easter Brunch “Sviachene”
at 10:30 AM, Annunciation of the BVM Church, 1204
Valley Road, Melrose Park, PA. For information call
215-635-1627 or email A.B.V.M@comcast.net

April 18, 2010: "Sviachene" Easter Dinner after 10
AM Liturgy at the Cathedral, 830 N. Franklin Street,
Philadelphia, PA.

June 6-13, 2010: Bermuda Cruise with St. Stephen
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Toms River, NJ 732-928-
3792.

July 18, 2010: Centennial Anniversary of St. Vladimir
Ukrainian Catholic Church, 70 Zerby Ave,
Edwardsville, PA at 1:30 followed by a Banquet.  Last
day to purchase banquet tickets is July 11, 2010 call
Helen at 570-655-2815 for more information.

March 26, 2011: Archeparchial Women’s Day

Ukrainian Catholic
University Event

Myroslav Marynovych, the vice rector of the Ukrainian
Catholic University in Lviv will be the featured speaker
at a benefit reception sponsored by the Philadelphia
Friends of the Ukrainian Catholic University on Sunday
afternoon, April 25 at 1 p.m. at the Ukrainian
Educational and Cultural Center, 700 Cedar Road,
Jenkintown, PA.  Mr. Marynovych, a former political
prisoner and founding member of the Ukrainian
Helsinki Group and Amnesty International Ukraine,
will speak about “Ukraine as a Fledgling Democracy:
The Ukrainian Catholic University Perspective.”  Tickets
are $25 per person and available from the
Philadelphia Friends of the UCU at your church, at
the Ukrainian Center, MB Financial Bank, or by calling
610-539-8946. Mr.  Marynovych will offer his remarks
in Ukrainian. Simultaneous translation into English
will be available at the afternoon event.

Shroud of Turin Exhibit
at Cathedral

February 21, 2010 - June 29, 2010
Tuesday & Thursday 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Saturday 11:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Sunday 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

830 N. Franklin St, Philadelphia, PA
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