
VOL. 71 - No. 8 MAY 2, 2010 ENGLISH VERSION

Official Publication of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia

Perth Amboy Native Son to be Ordained Priest
on May 16, 2010 at 2:30PM in the Cathedral

A “Final Jeopardy” answer for the
category Priests of the
Archeparchy might read:  He is
the only Ukrainian Catholic priest
to have trained on a US Navy
Nuclear Attack Submarine.  The
correct response, in the usual
question format, would be: Who is,
the soon to be ordained Father Paul
Jason Makar, who trained as a
midshipman for a month on the USS
Albany?  Christ calls men from all
different walks and ages of life, and
so He has called Paul Jason Makar,
37, of Perth Amboy, New Jersey.

Jesus’ command and invitation to
the Apostle Philip, “Follow me (John
1:43),” is one that goes out to many
a man, but only a few respond who are willing to leave their boats, families, belongings, and careers behind,
as the fishermen: Peter, Andrew, and Philip did, and the soon to be newest priest of the Archeparchy of
Philadelphia on May 16, 2010, Father Paul Jason Makar, will, in order to follow Jesus and to minister to His
flock.  As we sing on Pentecost Sunday the troparion, “Blessed are You, O Christ our God, who revealed the
fishermen as most wise by sending them the Holy Spirit; through them You caught the entire world. Loving
Master, glory to You,” Jesus has called another fisherman to go out in to the deep waters of the world to catch
that miraculous net full of those souls who will be entrusted to Fr. Paul’s care.

Deacon Paul Jason Makar is the son of Deacon Paul Makar and Anna Makar of Perth Amboy, NJ, born
October 12, 1972.  He has been a lifelong member of the Perth Amboy, Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Parish, where the Rev. Roman Dubitsky is pastor.  Paul attended the parish school for eight years and
Bishop Ahr High School graduating in 1990.  An interesting piece of history is that Paul was baptized and
chrismated by then, Perth Amboy pastor, Msgr. Stephen Sulyk, and later Metropolitan-Archbishop Stephen
Sulyk, who also ordained Paul’s father, Deacon Paul, a subdeacon and later a deacon.  Paul’s family also
includes his brother; Nicholas, husband of Stephanie and nephew, Nicholas; and his brother, Michael.

Deacon Paul Jason Makar, soon to be ordained
priest of the Archeparchy of Philadelphia.

(continued on next page)
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Having seen and experienced a great part of the
world, dating and being a bachelor living the good life
and owning his own home on the Central Jersey
seashore, Paul began to notice and sense that there
was something else missing from his life and after
talking with his pastor, Fr. Roman Dubitsky, he decided
to enter and begin seminary studies at St. Josaphat
Seminary and at the Catholic University of America in
2004 at the age of 32.  Prior to that, Paul was a
commissioned officer holding the rank of lieutenant in
the United States Navy serving on various ships, including
a guided missile frigate, the USS Crommelin, based in
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, as communications and gunnery
officer; the USS Dubuque and USS Juneau as main
propulsion engineering officer in Sasebo, Japan.  Later,
he served in the United States Navy Reserve and worked
in various engineering capacities including brewery
operations at Anheuser-Busch, Newark, NJ.

While studying at St. Josaphat Seminary and the Catholic
University of America, Paul discerned and made a
commitment to forgo his right to marriage so that he
would be able to better serve and minister to the
People of God entrusted to his care totally and
completely.  It is an unselfish act, in freedom, that Paul
chose to dedicate himself entirely to the service of the
Lord, so that he would imitate more closely, Jesus
Christ, who, “Being entirely consecrated to the will of
the Father, Jesus brought forth this new creation by
means of his Paschal Mystery; thus, he introduced into
time and into the world a new form of life which is
sublime and divine and which radically transforms the
human condition, (Paul VI, Encyclical Letter Sacerdotalis
Caelibatus, n.15.)”

This sacrifice is one that is offered by a priest so that his
vocation will not be divided.  The priest lives in this new
way of life, “Wholly in accord with this mission, Christ
remained throughout his whole life in the state of
celibacy, which signified his total dedication to the
service of God and men (Paul VI, Encyclical Letter
Sacerdotalis Caelibatus, n.17.)” It is not that a priest is
alone and that he does not have a family, but that by
his choice and by the grace and blessing of God upon

Perth Amboy Native Son to be Ordained Priest
(continued from previous page)

Deacon Paul incenses at the Divine Liturgy
celebrated by Bishop Losten.

Deacon Paul (right) assists at the Great Sanctification
of Water on Jordan at the UCNS Holy Family,
Washington, DC, with Fr. Wasyl Kharuk, Spiritual
Director of St. Josaphat Seminary (left) and Fr.
Robert Hitchens, Rector (center).

Deacon Paul helps to clean up at a parish event,
a sign of service as a deacon and even a priest
who is not afraid to work and get his hands dirty,
along with Seminarian Walter Pasicznyk, also
studying for the Archeparchy of Philadelphia.(continued on next page)



3May 2, 2010

the priest, “In a similar way, by a daily dying to himself and by giving up the legitimate love of a family of his
own for the love of Christ and of his Kingdom, the priest will find the glory of an exceedingly rich and fruitful
life in Christ, because like him and in him he loves and dedicates himself to all the Children of God (Paul VI,
Encyclical Letter Sacerdotalis Caelibatus, n.25.)” Thus, the title given to all priests, “Father” is lived out in a way
that the priest is able to be a spiritual father to all those entrusted to his care, who indeed are all of the
Children of God, that is to say that he is father to all whom he encounters and can give himself completely
without a divided heart.

Paul also during his time of formation earned a Licentiate Degree in Philosophy, and will also graduate from
the Catholic University of America with a Master of Divinity Degree later in May.  He had already earned a
Bachelor of Engineering Degree from the State University of New York Maritime College in 1994.  Paul
received the minor orders of acolyte, lector, cantor, and was ordained a Subdeacon by Bishop John Bura in
November 2008.  He was ordained a deacon by Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka in May 2009.

In addition to his academic preparation Paul completed a 400 hour Clinical Pastoral Education program as
a chaplain-intern at the Reading Hospital and Medical Center, West Reading, PA, where he ministered to
those in crisis as well as to their families.  He was also exposed to ministering to and working with people of
other faith traditions.  He also spent two summers in Ukraine at the Ukrainian Catholic University Intensive
Ukrainian Language program in Lviv to become more conversant in Ukrainian.  As a seminarian, Subdeacon,
and later as a deacon, Paul served summer assignments at Transfiguration of Our Lord Parish, Shamokin, PA.
and Assumption BVM Parish Centralia, PA; Holy Ghost Parish, West Easton, PA and St. Nicholas Parish, Great
Meadows, NJ; Nativity BVM Parish Reading, PA; as well as assisting at his home parish, Assumption BVM,
Perth Amboy, NJ, and the Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family Parish, Washington, DC.  He
looks forward to serving the people of the Archeparchy wherever Archbishop will assign him after ordination.

Perth Amboy Native Son to be Ordained Priest
(continued from previous page)

Deacon Paul (back row left) and Deacon Claudio
Melnicki (back row right) with (front row l-r) Mary
Superata, Sarah Superata, Christina Curtis, and Julia
Hetmansky at the inaugural Generations of Faith at
UCNS Holy Family on the Feast of the Protection of
the Mother of God which served as Deacon Paul’s
Pastoral Leadership Project for his Master of Divinity
degree program.

Deacon Paul Jason Makar will be ordained a
priest at the hands of Metropolitan-Archbishop
Stefan Soroka on Sunday, May 16, 2010, at
2:30 p.m. in the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception, Philadelphia,
PA.  The prayers of the entire Archeparchy are
needed for him and for those who also might
be considering a vocation to be a priest.  If
you think that you might be being called, take
a chance and also answer the invitation to
“Follow Me (John 1:43)” as the soon to be
Father Paul Jason Makar did and many more
before him did; then contact Msgr. Peter Waslo,
Vocation Director, Ukrainian Catholic
Archeparchy of Philadelphia at 215-627-0143
or email him at ukrvocations@catholic.org.
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"The Shroud of Turin Mystery Tour"
On April 9 & 10, 2010, Russ Breault was the guest speaker of a 90 minute presentation using a big screen
to show over 150 images of the Shroud and research.  The presentation was held at the Ukrainian
Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia, PA.  Watch a video on our blog at
www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com.

The Authentic Vatican Replica of the Shroud of Turin is currently on display at the Cathedral until June 29th,
2010.  For more information on the Exhibit visit www.philashroud.org or call 215-922-2917.

Russ Breault and Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan Soroka

Russ Breault during the presentation
with the big screen in the background.

Photos: Teresa Siwak and Tanya Bilyj

April 9, 2010
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Students from Saint Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic School
in Philadelphia, PA, visited the Shroud of Turin

Exhibit at the Cathedral on April 14, 2010.

Watch a video on our blog at www.thewaukrainian.blogspot.com

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka spoke to
the students about the Shroud and Vocations.

Rev. Archpriest Daniel Troyan spoke to the
students about the Shroud and the Cathedral.



Students from
Saint Nicholas School

in Minersville, PA, visited the
Shroud of Turin Exhibit at the
Cathedral on April 15, 2010.

Photo above: Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan Soroka
spoke to the students about the
Shroud.

During the visit, Sr.
Cecelia, SSMI,
who is the Religion
Teacher at St .
Nicholas School,  spoke to the
students of the Icon of Blessed
Josaphata Hordashevska
(Cofoundress Sisters Servants of
Mary Immaculate)  and Blessed
Tarsicia Matskiv (martyr) and the
Relic of Blessed Josaphata
(both the Icon and Relic are
pictured in the center of the top
photo.)

Photo below: Rev. Archpriest Daniel Troyan spoke to the
students about the Shroud and the Cathedral.

Watch a video on our blog at
www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com
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Students from Saint Nicholas School
in Minersville, PA, visited the Treasury of Faith Museum and

Byzantine Church Supplies Store on April 15, 2010.

Sr. Evhenia, MSMG, talked to the students about
the Procession on Good Friday with the Shroud.

The students took part in a procession in the
Treasury of Faith Museum with a Shroud.

Rev. Mark Fesniak, pastor of St. Nicholas Church in
Minersville, talked about the "Portable Altar."

Sr. Timothea, MSMG, asked the students to draw
a picture of the Shroud or Jesus on the Cross.

Students at the Store.

Watch a video on our blog at www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com

Visit the Treasury of
Faith Museum e-mail

tofmuseum@catholic.org or call
215-627-3389.

Visit the Byzantine Church
Supplies Store call

215-627-0660.

810 N. Franklin St,
Philadelphia, PA, 19123



Some of the groups that have visited the
Shroud of Turin Exhibit at the Cathedral recently.

Ascension Manor - April 8, 2010

Missionary Sisters of Charity
Norristown, PA - April 8, 2010

Allentown High School - April 21, 2010

Shroud of Turin Exhibit
at Cathedral

February 21, 2010 - June 29, 2010
Tuesday & Thursday 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Saturday 11:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Sunday 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

830 N. Franklin St, Philadelphia, PA
www.philashroud.org

"Shroud of Turin Mystery Tour" - April 10, 2010

E-mail us a photo of your Group's
visit to see the Shroud at

theway@ukrarcheparchy.us
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Christina Czuczuk, Parishioner at
St. Josaphat’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in Trenton, NJ,

attends National Young Leaders State Conference

Christina Czuczuk of Hamilton Township, NJ was nominated and  represented the
State of New Jersey at the National Young Leaders State Conference
(NYLSC) which was held in Princeton from March 18 through 21, 2010.  Christina
is a sixth grade student at Emily C. Reynolds Middle School located in Hamilton.
She was nominated by Mrs. Lynn Sichel, her Advanced Learning Program for
Students (ALPS) teacher in recognition of an “outstanding individual, achieving
academic excellence and strong leadership potential”.

For additional information on the Congressional Youth Leadership Council, please
visit  www.cylc.org.

Rev. Taras Lonchyna's daughter,
Motria Lonchyna, receives scholarship

Motria Lonchyna was awarded the Lundbeck Neonatal Nursing Career Path
Scholarship to help further her education to become a neonatal nurse
practitioner.  Currently a nurse at the Children's National Medical Center in
Washington, D.C., she was one of two nurses to be awarded the scholarship.
(Article re-printed with permission from The Catholic University of America's
"CUA Magazine", Spring 2010 Issue.)

MOTHER’S DAY GREETING

On the occasion of Mother’s Day, the Staff of “The Way” wishes all
our readers who are mothers good health, long life, and the Lord’s
choicest blessings. May the Holy Spirit guide you throughout your
lifetime. May the Holy Mother of God guard and protect you from
all evil. MANY HAPPY & BLESSED YEARS!

9May 2, 2010
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My Father, “Pan Makar”, Retires
by: Marta Kopanycia Juzeniw

My father, Makar Kopanycia, recently officially retired as the
cantor (d’yak) of St. Josaphat’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in Trenton,
NJ. This was a service he lovingly provided for our parish for over 40
years. His retirement brings to mind fond memories of a calling that very
few people have.

Being the d’yak of a small parish like ours was both trying and
rewarding, but my father handled it with grace and a strong sense of
responsibility. He began his unsought “career” with the church in the late
sixties, when his own mother convinced him to act as a substitute for the
d’yak at the time. My father stepped in, not knowing it would eventually
become his vocation. I recall being in church on several Sundays,
nervously listening to my father sing in church for the first few times. I
wondered how he felt, but he sounded confident every time.

MAKAR KOPANYCIA, WHO RETIRED
AFTER 40 YEARS AS A DYAK IN
TRENTON, WITH HIS GRANDSONS
ADRIAN AND OLES.

Through the years, tato shared the responsibility of singing the liturgy with several other gentlemen,
including Mr. Petro Plys, Dr. Zenovyj Gil, and Mr. Mykola Holovka, who are all long deceased. My father
carried on, every Sunday, learning new melodies to suit each holiday, never missing a beat, so to speak, when
it came to finding the correct verses to sing on any particular day. He spent several evenings a week
researching the verses for the upcoming Sunday, marking the pages in different books which he kept laid out
before him in church.

One of my fondest memories is being about 12 or 13 years old, and my father asking me to play
church melodies from written notes on the piano for him to learn for Lenten services. Tato did not read music,
so our hours at the piano, harmonizing the specific musical verses together, would prove to be important to
his success in church. I enjoyed playing the melodies with him, and even today, when I hear them sung during
the seven weeks of Lent, I think back to our special time at the piano.

Over the last 4 decades, my father also finished college, worked as an engineer full time, and raised
4 children with my mother while acting as the d’yak in our church. Having become affectionately known as
“Pan Makar” among our parishioners, not a christening, funeral, marriage, Sunday liturgy, or holiday went by
without the sound of my father’s voice. And every January for years and years, tato drove from house to house
accompanying our parish priests to bless homes after the feast of the Epiphany.

When he was 70 years old in 1997, tato suffered a mild stroke, which incapacitated him for a few
months. Afterward, even though his vision was partially impaired, he returned to his place in the choir and
continued on as d’yak until last month, March 2010. When he retired from his career as an engineer, tato
became the full-time d’yak at our church, often singing two or three liturgies a day, seven days a week, in the
mornings and evenings.

Currently our parish has a choir director and wonderful choir, but no d’yak. My father’s shoes will be
hard to fill, but most likely one will eventually be found. Still, to me it will not be the same. My father, Pan
Makar, will always be the voice of our parish, a respected leader in his own rite. These days tato takes his
seat in church next to my mother or me. He’s still singing along downstairs, and when I’m next to him, I enjoy
harmonizing and remembering our time together at the piano some 40 years ago.

God bless my tato, and may he always keep singing.



PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD

UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

Presents

A TRADITIONAL UKRAINIAN DINNER

Folk Arts and Crafts Displays, Sales and Demonstrations

Sunday, May 16
th

3 PM – 7 PM

Dinner will include:

Homemade Halupky, Pierogies, Halushky, Bread,

Kielbasa Sausage, Sauerkraut, Desserts, Beverages

View Folk Arts ~ See the Artists Create ~ Purchase:

Ukrainian Pysanky (Easter Eggs),

Vyshyvanky (Embroidery) &

Gerdany (Beadwork Jewelry)

Tickets $10.00

Take Outs Available

For more information and tickets,

please call 215-715-4871

PresentationUCC@gmail.com

1564 Allentown Road, Lansdale, PA
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Pictured above are the participants at the Liturgical Music Workshop, conducted March 19-
21 at St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church, Frackville, Pa.  Kneeling (l. to r.): Marilyn
Stefanski, Maria Wetherill, Nadiya Cehelsky-Kidd; (Standing l. to r.): Patrick J. Marcinko, III,
Theodore J. Veresink, Debbie Kazmierczak, Joseph K. Cox, Rev. Archpriest John M. Fields,
Prof. Joseph M. Roll,  Dr. Michael Halupa, Matthew Kenenitz, Theresa M. Panchison, Edward
T. Cuff, Debbie Marco, Donna Sidlar, John P. Halupa.

Frackville, Pa.—A Liturgical Music Workshop, sponsored by the Ukrainian Archeparchy of Philadelphia
Office of Evangelization, was held here Friday, Saturday and Sunday, March 19-21 at St. Michael’s Ukrainian
Catholic Church.

The workshop was conducted by Prof. Joseph Roll, noted authority on Ukrainian liturgical music.  It was
organized by Rev. Archpriest Daniel Troyan of the Office of Evangelization.

After registration Friday afternoon, Mr. Roll explained the organization and contents  of “The Divine Liturgy:
An Anthology for Worship,” the text used for the workshop and then presented an informative  historical
overview of the Byzantine System of Liturgical Tones.

The two and a half day workshop covered the Galician Tropars and Kondak melodies, basic Galician
melodies for common liturgy texts, prokimen and alleluia melodies. variations for St. Basil’s Divine Liturgy,

PROF. JOSEPH ROLL CONDUCTS ARCHIEPARCHIAL
LITURGICAL MUSIC WORKSHOP IN FRACKVILLE

(continued on next page)
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Christmas, Pascha; secondary melodies and options for common liturgy texts of the Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom..

On Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning, the group participating in the congregational singing of the
Divine Liturgy celebrated by Father Fields with Deacon Paul M. Spotts.

The evaluations of the workshop were very positive from the participants.

“I truly enjoyed the workshop.  This seminar was beyond my expectations
and fulfilling.  The Blue Book (The Divine Liturgy: An Anthology for Worship)
is what I have been looking for to follow the cantor,” stated Nadiya-
Cehelsky-Kidd from St. Josaphat Church in Bethlehem, Pa.

Donna Sidlar from Holy Ghost Church in West Easton commented, “It
was interesting to learn about the history of how the liturgical traditions
came about and the significance of why we sing and do the traditional
services.”

“This is a very necessary resource that should continue,” was the reaction of Patrick J. Marcinko III from Ss.
Cyril and Methodius in Olyphant.

Deb Kazmierczak from Nativity BVM Church in Reading, Pa. was impressed with Mr. Roll’s knowledge of
church history and liturgical music.  “I find his knowledge absolutely amazing,” she said.

Professor Joseph Roll, a native of Berwick, Pa, earned his Bachelors of Arts degree cum laude in Philosophy
from The Catholic University of America.  He pursued graduate studies in Philosophy at the University of
Toronto and earned a Master of Arts degree in Philosophy from Fordham University, NY.   He also earned
a Master of Arts Degree in Theology from the Pope John XXIII Institute, a division of Maryknoll and the State
University of New York at Fordham University.

He has dedicated much of his life teaching about the development and history of the liturgical music of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church. He has also published many manuscripts for liturgical services, folk music, hymnals
and choral arrangements.

From 1978 until 1999, he was an instructor of Philosophy, Music and choir director of St. Basil College
Seminar, Stamford, Ct.  In addition, from 1990 until his retirement, he was an instructor of Latin and Philosophy
at Greens Farms Academy, Greens Farms, Westport, Ct.

PROF. JOSEPH ROLL CONDUCTS ARCHIEPARCHIAL
LITURGICAL MUSIC WORKSHOP IN FRACKVILLE

(continued from previous page)
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LITURGICAL MUSIC WORKSHOP
HELD IN PHILADELPHIA, PA

Professor Joseph Roll led a Liturgical Music
Workshop on The Divine Liturgy and The Eight
Resurrectional Tones at the Ortynsky Spirituality
Center (adjacent to the Ukrainian Catholic
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception,
Philadelphia, PA) on April 16-18, 2010.

The workshop was organized by Rev. Archpriest
Daniel Troyan the Director of the Office for
Evangelization.

Photo: Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka

Pictured (l to r): Thomas A. Dochych, Lisa Oprysk, Ostap Jakubowycz, Olenka Zajac, Jay
Melio, Pat Chern, Pete Letenauchyn, Rev. Archpriest Daniel Troyan, David Martin, Bohdana
Yaroshevych, Daniel Grose, Paula Grose, John C. Holoduek Jr., Margaret Klos, Joseph Roll,
Alex Bricki, Deacon John Holoduek.  (Photo is taken by the statue of Metropolitan Andrew
Sheptytsky which is located on the grounds of the Cathedral.)

Photo: Lisa Oprysk
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From the Archbishop's Desk
DIVINE LITURGY INTENTIONS

Faithful of our Church are reminded that all pastors are obligated to celebrate a
Divine Liturgy for the intention of the people of the parishes entrusted to him every
Sunday and on Holy Days of Obligation.  In those situations where the pastor serves
two parishes, one Divine Liturgy is sufficient to meet this requirement.  Faithful are
asked to keep this in mind when requesting that Divine Liturgy intentions be celebrated
on Sundays and Holy Days.  Canon 294 of the Code of Laws for Eastern Churches
explicitly states this.  There are no exceptions.  Liturgy intentions are generally in the
amount of $10.00.  Thank you for your anticipated understanding.

SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN
Jesus came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s
well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour.
When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” (His disciples had
gone into the town to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman.
How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans) Jesus answered her, “If you knew
the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you
living water.” “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this
living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his
sons and his flocks and herds?” Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever
drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling
up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep
coming here to draw water.” He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” “I have no husband,” she
replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five
husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” “Sir,” the woman
said, “I can see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place
where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we
worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is
spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.” The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ)
“is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.” Then Jesus declared, “I who speak to you am he.”
Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, “What do
you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?” Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and
said to the people, “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” They came out
of the town and made their way toward him. Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.” But he said
to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.” Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone
have brought him food?” “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. Do you
not say, ‘Four months more and then the harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe

(continued on next page)



for harvest. Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop
for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. Thus the
saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. I sent you to reap what you have not
worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of
their labor.” Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the
woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” So when the Samaritans
came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. And
because of his words many more became believers. They said to the woman, “We
no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves,
and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.”(Jn. 4, 5-42)

SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN
(continued from previous page)

Jesus meets a
Samari tan woman at
Jacob’s well. Knowing her
sad spiritual condition,
Jesus offers her salvation
with the words: “Whoever
drinks this water will get
thirsty again. But anyone
who drinks of the water that
I shall give him will never
thirst. The water that I shall
give will become in him a
fountain of water springing
up to everlasting life.”

The Jewish people
had two ways of using the
word for water. In addition
to the regular meaning, they
often spoke of the thirst of
a soul for God which could
only be satisfied with living
water, that is, with God and
His grace. Jeremiah the
Prophet, speaking for God,
refers to this when he said:
“Two evils have my people
done: they have forsaken
me, the source of living
waters. They have dug
cisterns, broken cisterns
that hold not water. (Jer.
2:13).

The Samari tan
woman was spiritually
confused. She did not
understand that Jesus was
speaking of spiritual water
— that He was offering her

salvation. He tells her that
He is the fountain of living
waters. It is from the very
throne of God that the river
of life flows. In other words,
He was trying to return her
to God.

Jesus offers all of us
this same living water. The
Church, in the Easter
Canon, invites us to drink
this water: “Come, O
faithful! Let us drink a new
drink produced
miraculously, not from a
barren rock, but which
springs from the tomb, the
tomb of Christ, the fountain
of immortality from which we
are strengthened.

Drink the new drink
— the drink of immortality.
Christ is the source of all
blessings. He is the only
real water which can satisfy
our souls. Drink of the
fountain of life — Jesus
Christ!

The Samari tan
woman came to the well
seeking to satisfy her
physical needs for water, as
she probably had done
many times before. But on
this day, when she heard
Jesus’ words, something
happened inside her. At first
she questioned: “How is it

that you, a Jew, ask a drink
of me, a woman of
Samaria?” Then, she
misunderstood: “Sir, give
me this water that I may not
thirst, nor come here to
draw”. She even argued:
“Our fathers worshiped on
this mountain; and you say
that in Jerusalem is the
place where men ought to
worship”.

The woman’s
behavior was
understandable; all her
preconceived ideas were
being challenged. Jesus
asked her to make a
choice: Would she settle for
water from the well (which
represents that which is
perishable) and thirst again?
Or would she open her
heart to what Jesus
offered—the free gift of
himself which satisfies the
deepest needs. The truth for
all of us is that only Jesus
can satisfy our innermost
longings.

In her enthusiasm
for the new life she had
found, the desires that first
brought the woman to the
well were forgotten. She
returned to the town and
spoke with the people there
about Jesus, and many

came to believe in him
because of her testimony.
Then they invited Jesus to
stay with them and many
more came to believe
based on his words to them.

There is an
important lesson in this. The
people of the town first
believed in Jesus based on
the test imony of the
woman; then they believed
based on Jesus’ own words:
To the Samaritan woman,
they said: “It is no longer
because of your words that
we believe, for we have
heard for ourselves, and
we know that this is indeed
the Savior of the world”.

Believe now based
on the testimony of the
church and the saints
throughout the ages; then
invite Jesus into your heart
and believe based on what
he will show you personally.
The Holy Spirit will reveal
to you the truth of who
Jesus is. Like the woman of
Samaria, we may question,
misunderstand, and argue,
but if we open ourselves to
Jesus, through the work of
the Holy Spirit, we will come
to believe.
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Vigil of Holy Pascha Celebrates the Glory of the Resurrection

BY JOHN E. USALIS, "Republican Herald"
jusalis@republicanherald.com

FRACKVILLE — It’s called “Sviechenia” in Ukrainian, which
is the blessing of the traditional Easter foods, a tradition
that continues at St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church
in Frackville the Saturday before the Great and Holy
Pascha or Easter.

The parish hall was filled with delicious foods for the
blessing by the Very Rev. Archpriest John M. Fields,
pastor, after Vespers and the Paschal Vigil Divine Liturgy
of St. Basil the Great inside the church.

Before the Paschal Vigil Liturgy on Holy Saturday, five
children from the parish received the Holy Mystery
(Sacrament) of Penance for the first time — Hunter Shimko,
Joseph Smith, Emily Peleschak, Sarah Halupa and Katrina
Hillbish.

With the celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus, Ukrainians welcome each other with “Khrestos Voskres!,” with
the reply, “Voyistinnu Voskres!” (“Christ is Risen!” “Indeed He is Risen.”)

After the almost two-hour combined Vespers/Divine Liturgy, many people moved to the parish hall, where
families had foods set out on tables for the blessing ceremony. A similar blessing of foods was held later in
the evening at St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in Maizeville, where Father Fields is also pastor.
The blessing was held after Prayers at the Tomb and Resurrection Matins. Paschal foods are also blessed

today after Divine Liturgies in both churches. Other Eastern Rite
Catholic, Roman Rite Catholic and Eastern Orthodox parishes also
bless Easter foods.

The baskets were covered by beautifully embroidered linens with
Ukrainian designs and were placed on the table with some of the
basket contents were placed in front. The foods are very symbolic,
representing the foods abstained during the Great Fast (Lent): eggs,
meat, butter, rich breads and more. They are prepared ahead of
time and are traditionally eaten on Holy Pascha, thereby keeping
cooking on the holy day to a minimum. The variety of foods can be
extensive, but they break down as breads, meats and dairy. Each
family lights a candle, which symbolizes the radiance of the Resurrected
Christ, prior to the prayers, incensing and the blessing of the foods
with holy water. As Father Fields sprinkled the holy water, family
members kissed a cross he held in his other hand. Assisting was
Deacon Paul Spotts.

(continued on next page)
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“These Paschal foods are blessed and sanctified by the sprinkling
of this holy water, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit,” said Father Fields as he blessed each individual
basket.

The foods have the following meanings:
*** Paska — A rich, decorated bread,it represents Christ, the True
Bread of Life and the Living Bread.  Traditionally, the candle is
placed in the center of the bread, though many use a separate
candleholder.
*** Babka — A sweet bread, usually with raisins, represents the
Mary, the Mother of God (Theotokos).
*** Pysanky — Decorated eggs with intricate designs and colors represent hope and are likened to Christ, who
rose from the dead, since eggs, which look dead, bring forth new life.
*** Krashanky — Plain, dyed eggs in a variety of colors, which also symbolize life. Traditionally, there is a red
colored egg to represent salvation through the blood of Christ.
*** Salt — A small amount represents the Christian’s call to be the “salt of the earth” and his or her duty to
others.
*** Butter — Usually in the form of a lamb, representing Christ as “The Lamb of God” and the “Paschal Lamb.”
The butter also represents the goodness of Christ.  Cloves are sometimes used to outline a cross and represent
the oils and spices used to anoint the body of Christ.
*** Cheese — Cheese, along with all dairy products, are related to the prophesies that told of the prosperity
and peace of the Messianic times and are symbolic of the special gifts given by God.
***Horseradish/beets/vinegar/sugar: The bitterness of horseradish is a reminder of Christ’s bitter suffering; the
red of the beets tells of Christ’s Passion and the blood He shed; the vinegar reminds of the gall Jesus was
offered on the cross; the sugar reminds that Christ’s sufferings are seen in the light of the Resurrection.
*** Ham, roasted lamb, sausage, bacon — These rich meats are reminders of the richness and joy of the
Resurrection. They also are symbols of God’s overabundance and limitless mercy and generosity.

The Paschal dinner can also include pyrohy, holubsti, mashed potatoes and gravy, salads, vegetables,
headcheese, cakes, cheesecakes and tortes. It is important not to waste any of the blessed food. The crumbs,
bones, etc. are buried so that the earth receives blessing from the Resurrection.

Father Fields spoke briefly about significance of the food
and the blessing.

“Remember Paschal comes from the word Passover, from
the Jewish observance of the blood of the lamb which
protected the first born of the Isarealites from the final
plague of death in Egypt, said Father Fields. “We can began
the journey several weeks ago with Cheesefare Sunday and
Meatfare,” said Father Fields. “We can began the journey
several weeks ago with Cheesefare Sunday and Meatfare
Sunday when we gave up the dairy and meat products.
Now they take on a religious significance as we bless them
and celebrate the Resurrection.”

Vigil of Holy Pascha
(continued from previous page)
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A special poem for my mother

(Written by V. Walter Pretka to his mother Pearl Bak Pretka)

Holidays come but once a year
As we proceed through life,
They bring to one from others
Thoughts that are specially nice,
And when the one is Mother
Our thoughts are truly heartfelt
Since she’s so special and dear.

One thinks of her special qualities
And just to mention a few,
Let’s talk of her courage and selflessness
Though countless others would do.

Try for a moment to imagine
The courage it must have took,
To leave family and home for this land
Where the people and language were new.
There was death and war and depression
With the pain and sorrow they brought,
Enough to cause one to give up
Not mother, she tried courageously and carried on.

Of course there was happiness and good times
Interspersed with the sad and the bad,
And knowing mother I’m certain
She knows life has both good and bad.

We all know of her selfless nature
Always putting her comfort and needs last,
So that any and all of her children
Might have more than she often had.
This spirit of selfless sacrifice
Can hardly be found today,
But fortunately we have mother
To show that Godly way.

We’ve talked of her courage and selflessness
Qualities that are born of love,
When one has them in such abundance
Surely they come from above,
For if God favors our dear mother
It’s only because He sees,
A heart filled with love and devotion
And long hours spent on her knees.

And so today dear mother,
As you celebrate another year,
Your children offer their thank you
For those many loving years.

As is part of our Ukrainian tradition
We offer this greeting to you,
Mnohaya Leeta Mother,
For now and for your whole life through.



Editorial and Business Office:
827 N. Franklin St.

Philadelphia, PA 19123
Tel.: (215)  627-0143

Online: www.ukrarcheparchy.us
E-MAIL: theway@ukrarcheparchy.us

Blog: www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com
Established 1939

THE WAY Staff
Msgr. Peter Waslo, Teresa Siwak, Fr. Ihor Royik

The Way is published bi-weekly by the Apostolate, Inc.,
827 N. Franklin St., Philadelphia, PA.

Articles and photos proposed for publication should be in the
Editor's office at least two weeks before requested date of
publication. For advance notice of the upcoming  events, kindly
send one month in advance. All articles must be submitted in
both English and Ukrainian languages, THE WAY will not translate
proposed articles.  All materials submitted to THE WAY become
the property of THE WAY.

2 0May 2, 2010

 

                         

We do business in 

accordance with the 

Federal Fair Housing 

Law and the Equal 

Credit Opportunity Act  
EQUAL HOUSING 

     L E N D E R 

215-725-4430     www.ukrfcu.com      

 
 

Federal Credit Union 
 

 

1729 Cottman Avenue Philadelphia, PA  19111 

Valid for applications submitted on or after April 15, 2010.    

Limited funds available for your new home purchase or the       

re-finance of your present mortgage from another lender.   

Single-family primary residences only. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 2, 2010: Brunch at 9:30am followed by
a Ukrainian Dance and Music Program at
Assumption of the BVM Ukrainian Catholic
Church, Meredith & Jacques Sts, Perth Amboy,
NJ at 12:30 pm.   For information call 732-
826-0767.

May 2, 2010: Icons of the Great Fast & Holy
Week, 2pm-5pm, Basilian Spirituality Center,
710 Fox Chase Rd, Fox Chase Manor, PA, 215-
780-1227

May 16, 2010 from 3:00 to 7:00 P.M.: The
Presentation of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic
Church will host “A Traditional Ukrainian
Dinner” at its social hall, 1564 Allentown Road,
Lansdale (Towamencin Township), PA. Enjoy
generous portions of tasty homemade Ukrainian
ethnic foods and baked goods: Pyrohy
(Ukrainian pierogies); Holubtsi; Ukrainian
Kielbasa Sausages, Sauerkraut, Breads,
Beverages, and Desserts. Also, enjoy displays
and demonstrations of Ukrainian folk arts and
crafts by artists: Pysanky (Ukrainian Easter Eggs);
Vyshyvanky (embroidery) and Gerdany
(beadwork jewelry), all of which will be available
for purchase. Tickets are $10.00 per person at
the door with seating in the social hall. For
advance tickets or more information, call Mike
at (215) 715-4871.Take-outs are available.

May 16, 2010: Ordination of Paul J. Makar
at 2:30PM at the Cathedral (Philadelphia, PA)

May 16, 2010 :  Annual  Pi lgr image
"Zarvanytska, Mother of God" at 12:30pm,
Christ the King Ukrainian Catholic Church, 1629
W. Cayuga St., Philadelphia, PA 19140

June 6-13, 2010: Bermuda Cruise with St.
Stephen Ukrainian Catholic Church, Toms River,
NJ 732-928-3792.

July 18, 2010: Centennial Anniversary of St.
Vladimir Ukrainian Catholic Church, 70 Zerby
Ave, Edwardsville, PA at 1:30 followed by a
Banquet.  Last day to purchase banquet tickets
is July 11, 2010 call Helen at 570-655-2815
for more information.

March 26, 2011: Archeparchial Women’s
Day


