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Axios!
Rev. Paul J. Makar

Amidst the joyous exclamation of "Axios!" (He
is Worthy!) by Archbishop-Emeritus Stephen
Sulyk as he vested the newly ordained priest,
and to the acclamation of "Axios! Axios! Axios!"
from the congregation, Rev. Paul Jason Makar
began his journey as a minister to the flock of
Jesus Christ!

The ordination of Rev. Paul J. Makar by
Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka was
held at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia,
PA, on May 16, 2010.

Among those who celebrated with Rev. Paul J.
Makar were members of his family including
his father Rev. Deacon Paul Makar (who is a
Deacon of our Archeparchy) and his mother
Mrs. Anna Makar (who is the secretary of
Assumption Ukrainian Catholic Church in Perth
Amboy, NJ.)

The entire clergy and faithful of the Ukrainian
Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia offer our
joyous wishes and greetings to Rev. Paul J.
Makar as he continues his journey of service
to our Lord and to all of our people.

Na Mnohaya i Blahaya Lita!

Watch videos from Rev. Paul J. Makar's Ordination
on our Blog at www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com
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An Interview with Rev. Paul Jason Makar
                                     - Questions asked by Teresa Siwak from "THE WAY"

1) QUESTION: How did
your family environment
help you form your
spirituality in becoming a
priest?

MAKAR: One could say
that my family environment
played a pivotal role -
when I was a child, not
only was I encouraged to
participate in various
parish activities, serving as
an altar boy, and being
taught various aspects
about our Church and
religion by the Missionary
Sisters of the Mother of
God at Ukrainian
Assumption School in Perth
Amboy, NJ.  I vividly
remember how my parents
and grandparents actively
participated in the life of
the Church.  I especially
recall how my father went
through formation for his
ordination to the
diaconate by Metropolitan
(emeritus) Stephen Sulyk.  I
accompanied him when he
went to various parishes
serving as a cantor and
remember the sacrifices he
made as he worked for
his theology degree while
working full time to support
his family.  I also remember
my mother helping out in
the parish, eventually
becoming the parish
secretary for Father Roman
Dubitsky.

Even in spite of “falling
away” during my time in

the U.S. Navy and civilian
life as an engineer, and
becoming the stereotypical
“Christmas and Easter
Catholic,” I never forgot
the customs and traditions
that I was raised in.  Our
family always treasured
our Ukrainian Catholic faith
and has always been a
central part of our lives.
Our faith is something that
we try to humbly live in
our daily lives, day in and
day out.  It was this deep
appreciation of our faith
fostered by my family that
drove me to come back
to it with a renewed drive,
eager to learn what I had
forgotten, and eventually
discerning the call to the
priesthood.

2) QUESTION: What
made you choose this
challenging path of serving
God in a complete
surrender to His mission?

MAKAR: I would say that
initially, when I was a
young boy, I was quite
interested in who a priest
was.  Here was a person
whom I thought was a
great and heroic man who
was called by God to lead
the people in liturgical
worship of God and
dedicated himself in service
to the people by visiting
the sick, helping the poor,
and working to spread
God’s love among the

people.  Later, as I started
to renew my relationship
with God, I started to read
about the saints and great
spiritual masters, such as
the desert monastics.  I
was drawn in by reading
about some of the heroic
choices they made in life,
but more importantly, and
this was the fact that
surprised me the most, was
that they were people,
ordinary sinners, often
times rejected by society,
and at other times, openly
rejecting a successful and

luxurious life, who accepted
God’s call of mercy and
followed the path to
redemption.  I was
especially struck by their
humility and compassion
to others, and I thought
about how little do we see
this in today’s day and
age.  So I made the
decision to follow God
and his call and I have
not looked backwards
ever since.

(continued on next page)
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An Interview with Rev. Paul Jason Makar
(continued from previous page)

3) QUESTION: Was the
transition from “lay” to
“religious” life difficult?
What sacrifices did you
have to make?  What
were your gains?

MAKAR: It was both easy
and difficult at the same
time.  It was easy in one
sense that I felt a strong
sense of needing to make
sacrifices for the sake of
Christ and for others.  In
other words, I felt that I
had to make the transition
by plunging in the deep
end with both feet, and if
that is what I had to do,
then I was going to do it!
I t was hard though
because I remember how
people were shocked and
sad watching me sell my
house and car and getting
rid of belongings, some of
them dear and
sentimental, to make the
transition.  Some criticized
me for doing that, but at
the same time, it was
liberating for I was no
longer tied to material
things (in one sense, one
does not realize how much
“junk” one accumulates
until you have to sell your
house and belongings and
take that which is only
absolutely necessary for
your living needs!)

It was difficult also that in
the process, my family and
friends would have to get
used to a brand new “me”

as I was entering a life
that would total ly
transform myself and my
way of living, so there was
some tension there.  One
issue in particular was the
call to a celibate life – this
shocked a lot of people
and still does to this day.
A lot of people seem to
have expected me to be
married, and even while I
was a seminarian, some
of my friends were trying
to convince me to be a
married priest.  I do not
deny the goodness of the
married priesthood and I
think that the married life
is just as amazing and full
of grace and treasure as
a celibate life.  However,
one of the things all
people need to do in life
is to really take time to
discern what they are
called for.  And in my case,
as I discerned and went
through seminary, I most
strongly felt the pull to
celibate life.

I think the gains outweigh
the sacrifices made in my
case.  Yes, I gave up a
successful life and the
chance to have a wife and
family and be a part of
the socially accepted norm
of success.  But in turn there
is a distinct treasure that
God will provide for me,
namely the opportunity to
engage in, and develop,
a deep and rich prayer
life, the capacity to help

out many people, and the
chance to be a living ikon
of God’s love for all
people.  In our class on
Ordained Ministries at
Catholic University, our
professor there compared
the vocations of the
married and the celibate
life:  “The celibate could
be said to image the
limitless breadth of God’s
love to mankind, for he is
called to minister to a very
wide range of people,
loving all as God loves all
of us.  The married person
could be said to image
the limitless depth of God’s
love, for in the marital
union, there is an
unmatched depth of love
between a man and
woman that is an imitation
of God’s love for each of
us as individuals.”  I think
that the rewards of a
celibate priesthood are just
as rich as those of a
married priesthood; they
only differ by essence and
not by degree.

4) QUESTION: Do you
recall the moment in your
life when you responded
to God’s call?

MAKAR:  One morning,
I was looking myself over
in the mirror and thinking
to myself, “I have a good
job as an engineer, I have
a house, I have a car, I
have a girlfriend, all the

societal identifiers of an
extremely successful man
at 30 years of age in life.
And yet, I am empty, I am
not happy.”  This, coupled
with a renewed interest of
study in the bible and
reading the lives of saints,
especially monastic spiritual
masters (such as Antony
of the Desert), sparked a
small flame that caused me
to really take a good look
at myself and I saw how
spiritually empty I was.  I
started going to Church
regularly again at our
church in Perth Amboy,
and was captivated with
a renewed sense of beauty
in our liturgical traditions.
As I kept going to Church
(the music from our Church
choir especially gave me
inspiration), I found a
renewed sense of peace
and belonging.  Life was
still a bit rocky as my ex-
girlfriend and I ended our
relationship, and my work
schedule was extremely
demanding, but I felt more
and more at peace and
at home.  At the same time,
I felt a strong pull to be a
more active in our Church.
Thus, after some time of
reflection and continued
reading of the bible,
Church history and the
spiritual lives of saints and
monastics in our Church, I
made the decision to talk

(continued on next page)
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about this vocational call
with my pastor, and from
that point forward, I have
since been on my journey
with God.

5) QUESTION:  What
advice would you give to
someone who is
considering a vocation to
religious life?

MAKAR: My first bit of
advice to a man who is
discerning a vocation to
the priestly or monastic life,
or to a woman who is
discerning a call to the
monastic life would be
“Never say ‘never,’ for you
do not know what God
has in store for you!”  I
look back on how the
missionary sisters and
priests I have came across
who told me as a young
boy that I will be a priest.
Yet, when I grew older, I
forgot what they said and
was totally focused on
becoming a Naval officer
and later as an engineer.
Anyone who knew me in
those days would never

An Interview with Rev. Paul Jason Makar
(continued from previous page)

have even thought I would
have gone down this path
and even I did not give it
much thought.  Yet, in spite
of “having it all,” I was still
drawn to God and it was
this call that I responded
to, despite having
previously thought that it
would not happen!

My second bit of advice
would be to tell them to
talk it over with your pastor
and your family and even
your friends.  Some will be
supportive and some will
not.  Some may even be
upset at your decision.  I
had acquaintances tell me
that I was crazy, that I was
depressed, that al l I
needed was to go out and
have a good t ime,
etcetera. I think that this is
a symptom of our
materialistic and secular
world today, and this is to
be expected, given the
times we live in.  On the
other hand, you will find
some people who are very
supportive.  Your pastor is
one of the best people to
discuss this with, as well

as those who are living a
professed religious life,
such as a nun or a monk.
They can give you very
good direction on what
to do if you feel the call
and I think my pastor was
very instrumental in
helping me to discern that
call.  I look back and see
both the positive advice
and direct ion that I
received AND the
negative responses both
as helpful, for they both
solidified my resolve to
really discern the call and
see whether or not I was
truly being moved by the
Holy Spirit.

If after some discernment
and discussion with your
pastor or spiritual director
you think you have a
vocation, I would advise
getting yourself involved
with various activities in the
Church, whether it be a
part of a bible study group
(this was something we had
at the time in our parish
and was quite helpful for
me), or doing some work
in your parish, or even

consider some sort of
volunteer social justice
work.  In the religious life,
you will be called to work
with all sorts of people
that will test you at times;
this will help you discern
what your gifts are in what
you are called to do.  It is
an excellent way to “test
the waters” and see how
strong your vocation is,
and also what direction
God is calling you to take.

Finally, do not be afraid
to take the plunge and
answer that call.  If you
don’t try, you won’t know
if you are truly being called
or not.  It takes courage,
but it is something that is
worthy if you are being
called.  Even if later on
you find out that the
rel igious l i fe is not
something you are called
to, at least you have
learned much about
yourself and the spiritual
life and you can take pride
in having some knowledge
about what God is doing
with you in your life!

If you think that you might be being called, take a chance and also answer
the invitation to “Follow Me (John 1:43)” as Father Paul Jason Makar did and
many more before him did; then contact Msgr. Peter Waslo, Vocation Director,
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia at 215-627-0143 or email
him at ukrvocations@catholic.org.

Considering a vocation?
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Scenes from the Priestly Ordination - May 16, 2010

Deacon Paul kneels before Metropolitan-Archbishop
Stefan Soroka as Rev. Robert Hitchens, Rector of St.
Josaphat Seminary, escorts him around the Altar.

Archbishop-Emeritus Stephen Sulyk helps vest
newly ordained Rev. Paul J. Makar.

Archbishop Stefan  exchanges the kiss of
peace with Rev. Paul J. Makar.

(Photos: Teresa Siwak)
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Scenes from the Priestly Ordination - May 16, 2010

Rev. Paul gives a blessing to
Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka.

Rev. Paul gives a blessing to
Archbishop-Emeritus Stephen Sulyk.

View More Pictures from the Ordination on Perth Amboy's Website
www.assumptioncatholicchurch.net

(Photos: Charles Patulak)

Rev. Paul Jason
Makar gives a
blessing to his
mother, Mrs. Anna
Makar, and his
father, Rev. Deacon
Paul Makar.

(Photos: Teresa Siwak)
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May 18, 2010

My Dear Friends in Christ,

    Praised be Jesus Christ!   The Office of Evangelization, in conjunction with the Ortynsky
Spirituality Center, will be offering a Children’s Summer Church Camp from July 19 through
July 23, 2010 . The Camp will be held at the Ortynsky Spirituality Center and the Treasury of
Faith Museum in Philadelphia, for grades Kindergarten through 8th Grade.  All children are
welcome and invited.  The day will begin at 10:00AM and end at 3:30PM.

There will  be a Children’s Liturgy on Saturday July 24th at
4:30PM in the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral to celebrate the
ending of the Church Camp week.

The theme for the week will be “ Jesus, The Bread of Life” .  The
children will  have faith based classes in the morning & afternoon.
There will be music, games, outdoor activities, lunch & snacks
served daily, and special seminars on soccer , and special visitors.
The cost for the week is $25.00 for Ukrainian Catholic
parishioners, and $35.00 for non-parishioners.

There will be a planning meeting on May 27 at 6:00PM  at the Ortynsky Spirituality Center,
adjacent to the Cathedral at 830 N Franklin Street Philadelphia . We are going to be in need
of volunteers to help with the different grades, clean-up, lunch preparation, play-time/story
time with the children, and assisting the instructors.  The event coordinators are Archpriest
Daniel Troyan, Fr. Myron Myroniuk, and the Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God and
seminarians Walter Pasicznyk  and Roman Sverdan.

For more information and questions, please contact Fr. Dan at the Spirituality Center at 215-
922-2917. Please announce this in your parish bulletins and encourage your youth to
participate.

To you God’s grace and peace,

Archpriest Daniel Troyan

Director: Office of Evangelization
Archeparchy of Philadelphia

Summer Youth Camp

From the Office of EvangelizationFrom the Office of EvangelizationFrom the Office of EvangelizationFrom the Office of EvangelizationFrom the Office of Evangelization



 Grades Kindergarten to 8th grade 

Are welcome!! 

“Jesus, The Bread of Life” 

Come enjoy a week of  faith projects 

based on Jesus  

as the source of  our life. 

Enjoy  games, food, and lots of  fun and 

fellowship. 
Ukrainian Catholic Parishioners: $25.00   Non Parishioners: $35.00  

Please register by July 4th, 2010 by filling out the form  

below  or contacting Fr. Dan Troyan @ 215-922– 2917  

SUMMER CHURCH CAMP 

For more information 
please contact: 
Fr. Daniel Troyan 
 
Phone:215-922-2917 
Fax: 215-627-0377 
 dan.troyan@yahoo.com 

July 19-23, 2010  

10:00AM 
To  

3:30PM 
Monday-Friday 

Ortynsky  
Spirituality 

Center 
830 N Franklin Street 

Philadelphia 
215-922-2917 

 The Office for Evangelization and the Treasury of Faith Museum present 

Registration Form 

Name____________________________________________________ Age______ 

 

Address_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Parish_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Emergency Phone___________________  Date of Birth________________________ 

 

Allergies/Medical conditions______________________________________________ 

8May 30, 2010
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Toms River Visits Shroud Exhibit at Cathedral

Rev. Ivan Turyk and parishioners from St. Stephen
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Toms River, NJ, visited
the Shroud at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception on May 17th.  Rev.
Archpriest Daniel Troyan spoke to the group about
the Cathedral and the Shroud.  Watch a video on
our blog at www.thewayukainian.blogspot.com.

For more information on the Shroud of Turin Exhibit
at the Cathedral please call the Shroud Office at
215-922-2917 or visit www.philashroud.org.

Metropolitan Stefan's greeting.
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76TH ANNUAL UKRAINIAN SEMINARY DAY
SUNDAY, JULY 25, 2010

Press Release:  Contact: Rev. John M. Fields  (570) 874-1101  E-mail  Ibah@aol.com

Kazka Ukrainian Dance Ensemble to Perform at 76th Annual Ukrainian
Seminary Day Sunday, July 25, 2010 in Minerville, Pa.

Minerville, Pa.—The Kazka Ukrainian
Folk Dance Ensemble will perform at
the 76th Annual Ukrainian Seminary Day
will be held Sunday, July 25, 2010 at
St. Nicholas Picnic Grove, Route 901
Primrose, Minersville, Schuylkill County,
PA. The Most Reverend Stefan Soroka,
Archbishop of the Ukrainian Catholic
Archeparchy of Philadelphia and
Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in
the United States, and the clergy of the
South Anthracite Deanery at 11 a.m.
will celebrate the Divine Liturgy.

Besides the Kazka Dance Ensemble,
other entertainment includes Paul Konkus
of WPPA AM 1360 hosting a Live Polka
Broadcast from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m from the picnic grove. and the “Pa. Villagers Polka Bank provides polka
and dance music from 4:00 until 8:00 p.m.

Home-made Ukrainian and Slavic foods, including holubtsi-halupki, halushki, pyrohy, kobasa-kielbasi, bleenies,
sausage, Lemko platters, and ice cream, bean soup, desserts will be sold throughout the day.  Ukrainian arts
and crafts will be on display and for sale.   A “Theme Basket Auction” will feature over 30 baskets created
by each of the 12 sponsoring parishes, church organizations and individual parishioners.

Admission and parking are free.  Buses are welcome.

Kazka consists of a vocal quartet, composed of Paula Holoviak (soprano), Sandra Duda (alto), Joseph
Zucofski (tenor), and Michael Duda (baritone) and a twenty-five member dance ensemble.  The group’s vocal
repertoire encompasses contemporary as well as traditional Ukrainian folk music.  Most of this repertoire is
arranged by Zucofski and Michael Duda, who also accompany the group on guitar and accordion.

Ukrainian folk dance adds an additional dimension to Kazka’s performances.  The group presently performs
dances from the Poltava, Hutsul, Boyko, Lemko, and Transcarpathian regions of Ukraine.  Choreographers for
the ensemble include David Woznak of Parma, OH, Andrij Dobriansky of NYC and group members Paula

(continued on next page)
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Holoviak, Joseph Zucofski and Sandra Duda.  Authenticity in both choreography and costume of each region
is essential.

Kazka has received numerous state and local grants to assist with choreography, costuming, and music,
including grants from the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts and the Schuylkill County Commissioners through
the Schuylkill County Council for the Arts.  Kazka was awarded a prestigious Apprenticeship in Folk and
Traditional Arts grant by the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts and the Institute for Cultural Partnerships to study
folk dance technique and to produce two new choreographic works with Master Folk Artist, Andrij Dobriansky.
Kazka and group member Paula Holoviak are Pennsylvania Humanities Council Speakers for 2009-2011,
presenting a program on the history of Ukrainian immigration to the anthracite regions.

Since 1987, the group has performed throughout the eastern United States and beyond.  The group
performed at Walt Disney World in Orlando Florida in January of 2004.  In 1992, the ensemble traveled and
performed in the newly independent nation of Ukraine as part of a tour benefiting the Children of Chornobyl
Fund.  Kazka has appeared on the nationally televised program “The Wedding Story,” produced for The
Learning Channel and locally on WVIA, public television.  The group has also graced the stages at Bethlehem
Musikfest, Ellis Island National Park, Soyuzivka Ukrainian National Resort and the Pennsylvania State University
Slavic Festival.

“Ukrainian Catholic Seminary Day” began in 1934 in Lakewood Park, Barnesville, and continued through the
50th anniversary held in July, 1983.  Seminary Day was a “Coming-Home Event” for many of descendants
of Ukrainian immigrants who the coal region to work in the larger cities.  The Seminary Day tradition at
Lakewood Park ended in 1983, the year the park was permanently closed.

In 1985 “Ukrainian Seminary Day” was revived and moved to St. Nicholas Picnic Grove in Primrose, just
outside the Borough of Minersville.

The South Anthracite Deanery Ukrainian Catholic parishes have been among the strongest supporters of the
Seminary Appeal since the seminary was founded in the United States to the present day.  From 1985 thru
2009, Ukrainian Seminary Day has raised more than $500,000.00 for St. Josaphat’s Seminary Fund, which
provides financial support for St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary, adjacent to the campus of The
Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C.

The South Anthracite Deanery of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia is comprised of 12
parishes in Schuylkill (Frackville, Maizeville, McAdoo, Middleport, Minersville, Saint Clair and Shenandoah),
Luzerne (Hazleton), Northumberland (Marion Heights, Mount Carmel and Shamokin) and Columbia (Centralia)
counties.  The South Anthracite Deanery clergy are:  Rev. Archpriest John M. Fields, protopresbyter; Rev. Msgr.
James T. Melnic, Rev. Thaddeus Krawchuk, C.Ss.R.,Rev. Mark Fesniak, Rev. Stepan Bilyk, Rev. Olexandr
Dumenko, Deacon Ted Spotts, and Deacon Paul Spotts.

76TH ANNUAL UKRAINIAN SEMINARY DAY

(continued from previous page)
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  UKRAINIAN AMERICAN SPORT CENTER – TRYZUB 
County Line and Lower State Roads 

P.O. Box 346 

Horsham, PA 19044 

215.343.5412 

www.tryzub.org  

 

 

TO: Arts & Entertainment/Local/Weekend Editors 

FROM: Contact Person: Gene Luciw: 267.664.3857 (EMAIL: eluciw@comcast.net)   

 

FATHER’S DAY UKRAINIAN FOLK FESTIVAL 
(Excite your senses with a pageantry of beautiful colors, sounds, and flavors!) 

 

And 

 

US AMATEUR SOCCER ASSOCIATION  

NATIONAL CUPS U-23 MEN’S REGION I CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT  

 (Enjoy the best in US Amateur soccer competition!) 

 

Press Release 

Ukrainian-American Sport Center; Sunday, June 20, 2010 – The popular 

Father’s Day Ukrainian Folk festival will commence at 12:00 noon. A stage 

show featuring THE VOLOSHKY SCHOOL OF UKRAINIAN DANCE, 

SOLOIST-SINGER JULIA STUPEN and VIOLINIST JULI KOURELEC 

will take place at 2:00 P.M. A Zabava - Public Dance to the tunes of the 

KARPATY ORCHESTRA will follow the stage show. There will be 

plentiful homemade Ukrainian ethnic foods (pierogies, kielbasa, and 

holuptsi) and baked goods, as well as standard picnic fare and refreshments.  

 

The Center will also host the US Amateur Soccer Association’s National 

Cups Men’s U-23 Region I Championship Tournament. From 10:00 A.M. 

through 7:00 P.M. Some of the best amateur soccer teams in America will 

compete. 

Admission: $5.00 adults; children 14 and under-free. 

 
UASC TRYZUB IS A 501 (c) (3) TAX-EXEMPT NONPROFIT CHARITABLE INSTITUTION 

PROCEEDS BENEFIT CULTURAL PROGRAMMING AND YOUTH SOCCER 
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Emmaus – Youth Encounter
                    “Were not our hearts burning inside us as He talked to

                                   us on the road…” (Luke, chapter 24: 25-32)

Sunday, April 25, the Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the Great sponsored the annual Youth Encounter in their
Spirituality Center.  This year’s theme was EMMAUS, recalling the encounter of the resurrected Jesus with two
disciples as presented in the gospel of St. Luke, chapter 24, verses 25-32.  “Were not our hearts burning inside
us as He talked to us on the road…”  Sister Diya Zahurska, OSBM, newly arrived from Ukraine, organized
the encounter together with Sister Ann Laszok, OSBM, head of the Catechetical Commission, St. Josaphat
Eparchy, Parma, Ohio.

Participants gathered in the Holy Trinity Chapel for the Divine Liturgy offered by Rev. D. George Worschak,
chaplain, who, in his sermon, encouraged the youth to grow in the knowledge of Christ and follow Him closely
in today’s hectic surroundings.

Next followed an enactment of the road to Emmaus as presented in the New Testament.  As participants
vocalized the disappointments of the two disciples, Luke and Cleophas, followed by the teachings of their
fellow traveler and culminating in the “breaking of the Bread” inside the Spirituality Center, the young people
were able to experience the presence of Christ as their fellow traveler on their own present life’s journey.  This
concluded with the glorifying of Christ in the singing of “Christos Voskres”!

Sister Diya, OSBM, introduced the leaders of the ensuing talks and dialogs, seminarians Andrew Kelt and
Eugene Hulenko from St. Josaphat Seminary in Washington, DC and encouraged all to active participation.
The two seminarians ably plumbed the depth of the Emmaus encounter linking it to the daily life of ordinary
faithful who are also accompanied by Jesus.

In her talk Sister Ann, OSBM, spoke of the essential role of repentance in each person’s life.  She is, at present,
in the process of producing a film on the Mystery of Reconciliation.  In the discussions that followed,
participants posed interesting questions concerning the Mystery of Reconciliation and received in depth
answers.

This annual Youth Encounter proved fruitful in
helping young people deepen their ties with Jesus
and to recognize Christ’s influence in their own
lives as well as in the lives of their present day
peers.  They recognized that Christ does not
abandon young people to worldly influence and
sin but is ever present in their lives.  When it seems
that all is lost, Jesus IS present, and there is only
one set of footprints in the sand – JESUS’S.

At the conclusion, the young people gladly received
decorated breads, Paskha, as symbols of the
Resurrected Christ living among us.  Sad farewells
of the participants were lightened by the hope of
future encounters with the Sisters of St. Basil.

Photo: 1st row - Sister Laura Palka, OSBM, Provincial Superior, Rev. D. George Worschak, chaplain,
2nd row -  Sister Diya Zahurska, OSBM, Rev. Bernard Panchuk, OSBM, pastor of St. George church,
New York, NY, Sister Ann Laszok, OSBM, with Seminarians and participants of Youth Encounter
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Holy Ghost Church, Chester, PA

On Saturday, May 15, 2010, two parish children, Sarah
Blonarowycz and Michael Nagy received the Sacrament of
First Reconciliation.  Rev. John Ciurpita, Pastor, then gave the
newly confessed children a special blessing on Sunday, May
16, during the Divine Liturgy.  The children also received blessed
icons and bibles during the ceremony, as a remembrance of
this solemn occasion.  A reception was held in the Church hall.
Our parish family joined together to celebrate the children’s
accomplishments as they have come to a new level of personal
and spiritual development. May God grant them many happy
and blessed years!  Mnohaya Lita!

 

First Penance at St. Stephen
Church in Toms River, NJ

On Sunday, May 16, 2010  at St. Stephen  Church
the following young parishioners received  their
First Penance : Elizabeth Bodnar, Alex Prior and
MaCkenzie Marcus.

On the picture are also their teacher Mrs. Luba
Bonczek and Parish Administrator Fr. Ivan Turyk.
God bless and congratulations to the children
and their families!

What a joyful time!

"THE WAY" is going on a SUMMER BREAK
during the month of JULY.

Kindly send any Articles or Calendar of Events items by June 11th
that need to be put in the June 27th issue.  Thank you.

E-mail us:  theway@ukrarcheparchy.us
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SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS

The Lord said: “Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also
acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me
before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven. “Anyone who
loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who
loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and anyone
who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Peter
answered him, “We have left everything to follow you! What then will
there be for us?” Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, at the renewal
of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who
have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes
of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father
or mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as
much and will inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and
many who are last will be first. (Mt. 10: 32-33, 37-38; 19: 27-30)

God’s Bountiful Harvest - All Saints

On the first Sunday after Pentecost Holy Church commemorates all the saints. On each day of the year
saints are commemorated, sometimes one, two, three, or many. However, not all righteous people have a
special date on which they are remembered. Some may have been overlooked, forgotten, and for whatever
reason not entered into the calendar of Saints. God does not forget them and Holy Church remembers all
those not commemorated on a given date. They are all remembered on this day - the Day of All Saints. Holy
Church commemorates regional All Saints on the following Sunday. This gives special emphasis to the fullness
of love in God and our own service to God by imitating the lives of His Saints. Saints, they are a multitude!

Let us look at a blade of grass. Suppose we ask each youngster to go out and count the number of
blades of grass on our church lawn. Or, if I invited you to the beach, on one condition, that you count all
the grains of sand on the beach. Would you look forward to such a task or tasks? Perhaps we could bring
in a large telescope and after Vespers look up into the sky and count the stars. There are billions of stars which
our eyes cannot see. Doing any one of the above tasks, if you agreed, would take one a lifetime. And, the
task would probably not be completed.

God provides us with His vast and enormous universe. We cannot possibly understand all the wonders
as we cannot possibly count all the blades of grass, grains of sand or the stars in the heavens. God’s great
love for all of us is as enormous as He has for His Saints. There is no doubt that in the eyes of God there
are countless Saints. What to us would be seemingly and impossible task is for God an all-encompassing love.
It is wonderful to be one of His children. As His children each has a commitment and response to make.

Our behavior as Christians may be likened to utilizing the ‘uncountable’ grains of sand and the
multitude of stars to make them pleasing and useful to all others with whom we have contact.  We can enjoy
God’s love for us. The grass is there for us to play in. We utilize time to recreate ourselves after a number
of days of labor. We can look up at the billions of stars in amazement and dream dreams. We can relax on
the sands of the beaches and soak up His clean air, sunshine and be refreshed in the water. Those are the
physical blessings. God extends His Grace, the blessings of His love and goodness even if we do not deserve
them. The Grace of God is ever present in His Holy Church in the Mysteries. Sometimes we call the Holy
Mysteries simply sacraments. These we receive to recreate ourselves spiritually. The countless ways in which
God extends His love to us is exemplified by the order of the wondrous universe.

(continued on next page)
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THE CENTENNIAL JUBILEE 
COMMITTEE IS  

SPONSORING A DAY LONG RETREAT FOR  
THE WOMEN OF THE PARISH 

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church 

217 President St., Passaic, NJ 07055 

(973) 471-9727 

 

SATURDAY,   MAY  29, 2010 
1:00 PM— 5:00 PM 

 

 “ WOMEN-SPIRITUAL NURTURER OF THE FAMILY ” 
 

 DIRECTORESS:   
 SR. THOMAS HRYNEWICH, SSMI,  MTH, MChA 
 
All women of the parish are invited to attend and par-
ticipate in this day of prayer and reflection on the role 
women play in the life of their family, church and 
community. 
 
Retreat begins at 1:00 with registration 
Light refreshments will be provided. 
Following the conference, there will be time for con-
fession. 
Divine Liturgy will follow at 5:00 PM 

There are responsibilities.
As we live our individual lives
in such ways as pleasing to
God, we remember that our
goal is eternal life with Him.
Sometimes this is referred to as
sainthood. Sainthood is or
should be the goal of every
Christian. While we cannot
comprehend all the mysteries
of God’s universe, we have our
Holy Church to direct us in the
way we must go.

In observing and
celebrating the Feast of All
Saints, we are reminded to
stand with our heavenly
protector, our patron saint, and
live each moment as if God
were standing next to us. God
not only helps us, He also
knows all our thoughts, and sees
our deeds. The reality of God’s
presence is expressed in the
coming of the Holy Spirit.
Therefore, on the first Sunday
after Pentecost we are
celebrating the joy of life in His
Saints, all the Saints, known and
unknown to us. Jesus said at
the “Last Supper” that the Holy
Spirit will come and will dwell
in each of us. The task before
each of us is enormous,
although not impossible. It is a
joyous task, reminding us to be
Christ-like!

When we were born
again in Holy Baptism we were
given vows to believe in Jesus
Christ, to love Him, and to serve
Him to the end of our lives.
That is what All the Saints did.
Amen.
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Sacred Heart Society members of Ss. Cyril and
Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church in Berwick, PA
enjoy a Mother’s Day Dinner at State Hill Restaurant
on May 6th. The dinner is given annually on
appreciation for their dedicated work helping their
Parish and the local community.   Having concluded
Parish Centennial celebrations in 2009, the members
are beginning their second hundred years of service.

Photo From left:  Joni Creasy-Vice President, Alice
Starr, Charity Trapane-Secretary, Mary Ezzyk, Linn
Trapane, Lottie Fedorco, Janina Everett-President,
Pat Redden, Barbara Lylo, Marjorie Matash-Treasurer,
JoAnn Fedorco, Shirley Fowler-Past President and
Pastor-Fr John Seniw.  Absent: Judi Pypiak and
Melanie Henry.

Ss. Cyril and Methodius Church, Berwick, PA

The Year of the Priest celebrated in Perth Amboy, N.J.
On Sunday, April 18,
2010, Assumption Blessed
Virgin Mary Ukrainian
Catholic Church in Perth
Amboy, N.J. observed the
Year of the Priest with a
multi-faceted celebration.

Very Reverend Roman
Dubitsky, pastor of the
Parish, Reverend John
Zeyack, former pastor of
St. Thomas Byzantine
Cathol ic Church in
Rahway, N.J., Deacon’s
Paul Makar and his son
Deacon Paul Jason
Makar celebrated the
Divine Liturgy. Responses
were sung by the Boyan
choir under the direction
of Mrs. Alla Korostil.

For the homily Father
Dubitsky invited two guests
from St. Josaphat’s
Seminary in Washington,
D.C. to speak on

vocations and the
priesthood. Reverend
Deacon Paul J. Makar
spoke in English and
seminarian Andriy Krip
spoke in Ukrainian. Each
addressed the topic from
a sl ight ly dif ferent
perspective with Deacon
Makar emphasizing the
heroic aspects of a priestly
life especially in these
turbulent t imes and
seminarian Andriy
underscoring the
discernment and the road
to the priesthood with the
peace in following God’s
call to a priestly vocation.

As after every Divine
Liturgy, Father Dubitsky
then led the congregation
in the recitations of the
Prayer for Vocations. A
panakyda was offered for
all the deceased priests
named individually who

served the parish as well
as for the deceased priests
who were native sons of
the parish.

The annual Sviachene was
then held in the church hall.
Some 140 parishioners
joined with the priests,
deacons, seminarian and
Missionary Sisters of the
Mother of God to partake
of the traditional Easter
foods. Men and women
volunteers of the parish
prepared the entire Easter
meal baking pastas
decorating and serving. As
always St. Ann’s Society
played an integral part in
the success of the event
with Mary Retalis and
Joyce Adamiak chairing
the event. After Father
Dubitsky intoned Chrystos
Voskres (Christ is Risen), the
parishioners were able to
enjoy each others

company with dinner music
provided by Matthew
Dubas playing on the
accordion. Anna Lawrence
and Ksenia sang a
repertoire of Ukrainian
songs to entertain the
audience.

Since April 10th 2010
marked 45 years of Father
Dubitsky’s ordination,
Michael Lawrence, trustee
of the parish, presented
Father Roman with a
bouquet of flowers and
thanked Father Roman for
his dedication and hard
work.

Several students from
Assumption School also
presented poems and
essays in honor of Father
Roman. One exemplary
essay written by Glenys
Biloholowski is attached on
the next page.
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Thank You, Father Roman
by: Glenys Biloholowski

Since I was only a couple months old, Father Roman Dubitsky has
made a huge impact on my life. When my mother worked at the
church rectory, I went to work with her everyday. Father Roman often
played with my toys and talked to me. As I grew older, he often
showed me how a true child of God should be. He has always been
a person I could talk to and I know no matter what, he would always
be there to help me. Many people believe that every priest is a man
who never leaves his home and never gets time to have fun or do
things they like to do. Through Father Roman, I have been able to see
that you can do things you enjoy and still be a child of God. Father
Roman often golfs, skis, and visits his family; nonetheless, he still finds
time to pray and perform his priestly duties. He is a legitimate example
to show the whole world how a true Christian should be. Father
Roman balances his personal and priestly lives perfectly. I believe with
the guidance I have received from Father Roman, I will grow into a
successful woman with a strong faith. When I grow older, I hope I
can balance my life just as Father Roman does. In my eyes, Father
Roman is an extraordinary role model for people of all ages. From
the little help in confession, to a personal face-to-face conversation,
Father Roman will always lend a helping hand no matter what the
situation is. He is a really great person and a wonderful priest.
Through many of his sermons, I have learned great lessons. Sometimes it is hard to believe everything the
Catholic Church teaches. But through Father Roman, I have discovered a way to pass through those tough
times and into a better time of believing. He has showed me that what is correct isn’t always easy. It was
probably hard for him when he was becoming a priest, but he kept going because he knew that was what
God wanted from him. He has also depicted that what God wants and what we want doesn’t always match;
but in the end what God wants is what is best for us.

Father Roman has often made me laugh, when he tells stories from when he was younger, or even recent
stories. He is a very down to earth man, and you can go to him for anything. Father Roman would always
lend a hand to anyone who needed help. If you needed a ride somewhere, or maybe you just needed
someone to talk to, he would be there for you. I believe that if I needed anything, he would help me. If you
come to him with a problem, he would gladly help you fix it.

Father Roman also oversees everything that goes on inside the parish school. Over the years he has made
the school a place where you feel welcome, and a place where everyone loves to learn. Most of the children
love going to school. Some may say, “It’s the teachers that make it a fun place.” This may be true, but without
permission from Father Roman, the teachers would not be able to do some of those fun activities. Father
Roman will always say yes if it has education in mind. Thanks to him, Assumption Catholic School is a school
I feel very welcome at and I will be sad to leave.

I would just like to thank Father Roman for being an outstanding role model. Ever since I was little, I always
felt welcome with him. Without Father Roman I don’t think I would be as strong in my faith as I am today. He
has showed me how to fit God into my life. He has also taught me to follow what I believe is right, and not
what everyone else is doing. Also, through high school there will be tough times, but I believe he will be there
to help me if I need it. Thank you, Father Roman!
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News from: St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, Passaic, NJ 

 

“UKRAINIAN HERITAGE TOUR” - Mark your calendars! The Centennial Jubilee 

Committee is finalizing the “Ukrainian Heritage” tour for Thursday, July 22 – Sunday, 

July 25, 2010.  the bus tour will take us through the Anthracite coal region of 

Pennsylvania, where our first Ukrainian immigrants settled.  We will visit the first 

Ukrainian Catholic Church in America, which recently celebrated its 125th jubilee, as well 

as other noteworthy established Ukrainian parishes.  Included in the tour will be a visit to the Pioneer 

Coal Mine and Steam Railroad, a tour of Yuengling Brewery, the oldest brewery in the US, and other 

places of interest. The tour will end on Sunday, July 25, 2010 at the “UKRAINIAN SEMINARY DAY” 

picnic and festivities hosted at St. Nicholas Hall, Minersville, PA.  Divine Liturgy will be celebrated by 

Archbishop Stefan Soroka and we will participate in the events of the day with parishioners from the 

surrounding parishes.   

Join your fellow parishioners on a trip to the humble beginnings of Ukrainian Catholic Church in 

America. Visit where our forefathers worked and lived, where fifth generation Ukrainians continue to live 

their Eastern Catholic faith.  As one of our clergy recently said “visiting our other Ukrainian churches 

adds so much to one’s spiritual life when you see each community celebrating and praying according to 

our tradition as they strive to love, learn and pass on the Gospel of Our Lord”. 
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Metropolitan Stefan Soroka poses with Mr.
Julian Kulas, President of the Heritage Fund Foundation,
and Mr. Paul Bandriwsky, Board Member of MB
Bank in Chicago, during the annual meeting held at
the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center on
April 28, 2010.  The Heritage Fund granted a donation
of $5,000 towards the costs of the upcoming retreat
of Ukrainian Catholic clergy from all four eparchies,
to be held in September, 2010; and a $1,000 donation
to assist with the costs of the exhibition of the replica
of the Shroud of Turin at the Ukrainian Catholic
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in
Philadelphia.  We are appreciative of their generous
support for these worthy endeavors of the Ukrainian
Catholic Church in the USA.  God bless them richly in
ways only He can!

PARISH CENTER RENOVATIONS COMPLETED
AT ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH IN NORTHAMPTON, PA

Metropolitan Stefan, Very Rev. Archpriest David Clooney, Very Rev. Archpriest Michael Hutsko, and
Mr. Charles Chrin pose in front of the entrance of the newly renovated parish center of St. John the Baptist
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Northampton, PA.

The classrooms portion of the former St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic School in Northampton,
PA was removed.  Additional parking for over 25 vehicles has been provided for parishioners.  The huge
gym and attached kitchen facilities have been retained for use by the parish for parish events.

The demolition and renovations were initiated by
the parish priest, Very Rev. David Clooney.  The
construction was done by Mr. Charles Chrin, a
parishioner.  The exceptional appearance of the
renovated parish center is due to the creativity
and dedicated work of both the parish priest and
Mr. Charles Chrin.  They shared a desire for an
efficient building to meet the parish needs, while
at the same time, eliminating unneeded excess
building space requiring funds to upkeep.
Congratulations to Very Rev. Archpriest David
Clooney, Mr. Charles Chrin, and to the parishioners
of St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church
on a successful completion of this project.

God grant them many blessed years!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Rev. Paul Guthrie, OFM

Metropolitan Stefan asks your prayers for the
health of our brother priest and monk, Rev. Paul
Guthrie.  Fr. Paul served parishes in our
archeparchy and assisted in substituting for priests
on holidays.  Rev. Paul Guthrie is 87 years old
and now resides at Queen of Peace Friary, 2281
Browns Lake Drive, Burlington, WI 53105.  A
recent bone scan and CAT scan revealed that
tumors have spread from the site of his original
prostrate cancer.  He has lost twenty pounds
since being transferred to Queen of Peace Friary.
Rev. Paul is in good spirits and can still get
around using a walker.  Please pray for him and
send him a card or note.  Thank you.

June 16, 2010:  Knights of Columbus and St. Mary
Church Fundraiser at Ballgame.  For information call 215-
757-7768.

June 27, 2010: St. Anne's, 1545 Easton Rd, Warrington,
PA. 12 pm to 6 pm - ANNUAL UKRAINIAN DINNER &
FESTIVAL - A traditional Ukrainian Dinner will be served
for $10/platter which includes 2 pyrohy, 1 holubschi,
kielbasa, sauerkraut, rye bread, beverage and homemade
dessert . Addit ional i tems wi l l  also be avai lable.
Entertainment will be “The Villagers” and Kaska Dance
School.  Items will also be available for sale by vendors.
Call 215-343-3948 for more information.

June 29, 2010:  Closing of the Shroud of Turin Exhibition
with a Divine Liturgy at 6:30pm at the Cathedral, 830 N.
Franklin St., Philadelphia, PA. www.philashroud.org

July 18, 2010: Centennial Anniversary of St. Vladimir
Ukrainian Catholic Church, 70 Zerby Ave, Edwardsville,
PA at 1:30 followed by a Banquet.  Last day to purchase
banquet tickets is July 11, 2010 call Helen at 570-655-
2815 for more information.

July 19 - 23, 2010:  Summer Church Camp adjacent to
the Cathedral, 830 N. Franklin St, Philadelphia, PA.  For
information call 215-922-2917.

July 22-25, 2010:  "Heritage Tour".  St. Nicholas
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Passaic, NJ.

July 24, 2010:  St. Anne's, 1545 Easton Rd, Warrington,
PA. 4pm - Pontifical Divine Liturgy and Blessing of Iconostas
and Iconography by Archbishop Stefan.  6 pm - Banquet.
See our website www.stanneukrainiancc.com for banquet
info and invitation. Call 215-674-1284 for information.

July 25, 2010:  Summer Picnic  at St. Josaphat Ukrainian
Catholic Parish in Trenton, NJ at 2PM.  There will be
Ukrainian food (pierogies, holubtsi), pork, sports, and
lotteries.  All are welcome.  For information call 609-
695-3771.

July 25, 2010:  Ukrainian Seminary Day at St. Nicholas
Picnic Grove, Route 901, Primrose, Minersville, PA.  For
information call 570-874-1101.

August 13-15, 2010 :  Sis ter Servants of Mary
Immaculate's Holy Dormition Pilgrimage, Sloatsburg, NY.

August 20-21, 2010:  Ukrainian Festival at the Ukrainian
Homestead in Lehighton, PA.

August 21, 2010: Ukrainian Festival in Toms River, NJ.
St. Stephen Ukrainian Catholic Church at 1344 White
Oak Bottom Road, Toms River, NJ will hold the 3rd
Annual Ukrainian Festival between 12 noon and 6:00
p.m.  There will be Ukrainian food and beverages, live
music, dancing, vendors, and  50/50 drawing. Ukrainian
dancers will dance at 3:00 p.m. Fun for all ages.  The
vendors can call Zenia Brozyna 732-928-3792. For more
information about the Festival  call 732-505-6053 or
visit www.ststephenchurch.us

October 2-3, 2010: Annual Pilgrimage to the Mother
of God, Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the Great, Fox
Chase Manor, PA.

November 21, 2010: Opening Divine Liturgy and
Reception, Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the Great,
Centennial Celebration (for invited guests only)

March 26, 2011: Archeparchial Women’s Day


