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 ‘PYLYPIVKA’ (ADVENT) PASTORAL MESSAGE
BY METROPOLITAN STEFAN SOROKA.

My Brother Bishops, Reverend Clergy, Reverend Sisters,
Seminarians, and Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Praise Be Jesus Christ!

You and I are experiencing a remarkable array of changes in communications
technology. There are new computer operating systems. We’ve dramatically
enhanced our ability to communicate with one another throughout the
world.

These are good and helpful advancements. However, I wonder what
effect it may have on our relationship with our Creator, with God Himself.
Is God becoming more distant to us as we increasingly pre-occupy our

leisure and work time with the tools of modern communication? How can you and I preserve some special
precious quiet time to hear God’s whisper to us?

“Pylypivka” or Philip’s Fast begins on November 14th. It is a time of preparation for the celebration of the
Nativity of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (Christmas). I invite you to reflect on your ‘busyness; in
communication with others. Can you re-direct some time and energy to quiet time with Jesus? Create the daily
opportunities to hear God’s message to you, His whispers to what He desires of you.

A good period of fasting involves some self-denial of oneself to greater holiness. Search and develop
communication modes with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and with His Blessed Mother. Covet still and
quiet times with the Lord. Thank God and give praise to Him in individual and community prayer at your parish.
Speak with Jesus as you would with your best friend, sharing joys and difficulties. Lift the needs of others in
your holy prayer. Seek forgiveness and healing through the Holy Sacraments. Give the presence of Jesus
Christ through regular participation in the Divine Liturgy and in the reception of the Holy Eucharist.

Rejoice in your Ukrainian Catholic faith. Rejoice in your close relationship with Jesus Christ as you grow and
develop in you means of communicating with Him. Rejoice in His presence midst us as we prepare during
“Pylypivka” for the celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ (Christmas).

November, 2010
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St. Philip the Apostle (November 14)

As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will    follow you wherever you go.” Jesus
replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”He said
to another man, “Follow me.”But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” Jesus said to him,
“Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Still another said, “I
will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family.” Jesus replied, “No one who
puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” (Lk. 9, 57-62)

Philip was a native of
Bethsaida on the Sea of
Galilee, as were Peter
and Andrew. On the day
after Peter’s call, Jesus
found Philip and said to
him, “Follow me.” Philip
obeyed and a little later
told Nathanael about
Jesus. Skeptical,
Nathanael asked, “Can
anything good come out
of Nazareth?” Philip
replied, “Come and see.”
Philip is listed among the
twelve in Matthew 10.2-
4, Mark 3.14-19 and
Luke, 6.13-16. Acts 1.13
also mentions Philip as
belonging to the disciples
who were at Pentecost.
Beyond this, only the
Gospel of John mentions
Philip.

”Where are we to buy
bread for these people
to eat?” Jesus said to
Philip as they faced the
large crowd needing
food. (The gospel says
that Jesus did this to test
Philip.) Philip answered,
“Six months’ wages
would not buy enough
bread for each of them
to get a little.” (John 6.5-
7)

When Greeks came to

Philip and asked to see
Jesus, Philip reported this
to Andrew and they both
told Jesus (John 12.21).
Was Philip a little shy?

During the Last Supper,
after Jesus spoke about
knowing and seeing the
Father, it was Philip who
said, “Lord, show us the
Father, and we will be
satisfied.” Jesus said,
“Have I been with you all
this time, Philip, and you
still do not know me?
Whoever has seen me has
seen the Father. How can
you say, ‘Show us the
Father’?” (John 14.8-9)

Ancient traditions about
Philip are confused with
those concerning Philip the
deacon and evangelist.
One of the two Philips was
buried in Hieropolis in
Phrygia in Asia Minor.
Some ancient writers say
that Philip the apostle had
three daughters, yet Acts
21.8-9 mentions four
daughters of Philip the
deacon and evangelist,
which one tradition also
says were buried in
Hieropolis.

According to legend, Philip
was preaching in

Hieropolis together with
Bartholomew, and through
prayer killed a large
serpent in a temple
devoted to serpent
worship. Philip also healed
many of snake bite.
Angered, the city governor
and its pagan priest had
Philip and Bartholomew
crucified. As the two
disciples were on the
crosses, an earthquake
knocked everyone to the
ground, and Philip prayed
for their safety. Seeing the
earthquake abate, the
people demanded that
Philip and Bartholomew be
released. Bartholomew
survived, but Philip died.

Philip’s alleged remains
were later moved to the
Basilica of the Twelve
Apostles in Rome, which
was originally dedicated
to Saints Philip and James
(James the younger). So
the two saints have come
to be celebrated on the
same day.

In art and symbol Saint
Phi l ip is sometimes
portrayed as an apostle
holding a long cross or a
staff with a small cross on
it. The cross is portrayed
as a weapon against the

serpent of paganism,
Phi l ip’s way of
martyrdom or a sign that
he was a missionary who
preached the victory of
the Cross.

Ways in which Philip has
traditionally been shown
include: as crucified on
a tall cross; with the
loaves and fishes; with a
loaf and book; with a
snake or dragon; as
casting a devil from an
idol of Mars; or with his
brother Andrew.

Philip is the patron of
hatters, pastry chefs, the
nations of Luxembourg
and Uruguay, and many
churches, schools and
hospitals throughout the
world.

www.stphilipsoconnor.org.au
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A CALL TO PRAYER AND FOR LIVING VOICES FOR JUSTICE

A Pastoral Message from the Ukrainian Catholic and the Ukrainian
Orthodox Hierarchs of United States of America and Canada

U k r a i n i a n s
throughout the world will
commemorate the 77th
anniversary of the
genocidal famine, the
“HOLODOMOR”, which
was perpetuated by
Joseph Stalin and the
Soviet regime against the
people of Ukraine in
1932-33.  We will pray
together for the souls of
the over seven million
victims of this man-made
famine.  We will raise our
collective voice against
such oppressive measures
and suffering being used
in the name of any
ideology.

It is important that
we remember the more
than 7 million victims
comprised of innocent
men, women and
children of a proud
nation who simply
attempted to defend itself
from the forced
collectivization policy of
Soviet Russia.  Borders
were closed.  Food and
crops were confiscated.
People who were defiant
were shot.  Their souls cry
out to be remembered.
Let us gather in our holy
churches to pray for their
souls.  We unite ourselves
with them in our collective
holy prayer.

St. Paul reminds
us that “you are no longer

strangers and foreigners,
but fellow citizens with the
saints and members of the
household of God, having
been bui l t on the
foundation of the apostles
and the prophets, Jesus
Christ Himself being the
chief cornerstone”.
(Ephesians 2:14-22)  We,
your hierarchs, remind you
to fulfill your obligation as
a member of the
household of God by
remembering the victims of
the famine in collective
prayer.

We are also called
to be a living voice for
justice for the millions of
vict ims of the
“Holodomor”.  We are
called to continually bring
to mind, to ourselves and
to the world around us,
that this famine occurred
as a result of the policies
of a repressive and evil
regime.  Much of the world
deluded i tsel f of i t
happening at the time.
Voices for justice and
democracy were silenced,
largely by the media who
perpetuated the
oppressive regime’s denial
of the existence of the man-
made famine. Our living
voice is needed to ensure
that such acts of genocide
are remembered and
prevented from re-
occurring.  Efforts to erase

or minimize the horrific
impact of this man-made
famine continue to this
day.

Our strong and
assertive collective voice is
needed to ensure that the
sacrifice of the over 7
mil l ion vict ims is not
forgotten and not
repeated.  Your hierarchs
urge you to choose to be
a part of the l iv ing
conscience of those who
have suffered. Their
memory and sacrifice
cannot be forgotten or
minimized.  The victims of
the genocide in Ukraine
need to be remembered
and given justice and
dignity by our speaking up
in remembrance of them,
and for other such victims
of genocide throughout the
world.

We, the hierarchs
of the Ukrainian Catholic
and Ukrainian Orthodox
Churches in the United
States of America and
Canada pray that this
united pastoral message
to our faithful will serve as
a source of inspiration for
Ukrainians to unite in
prayerful observance and
as a collective voice in
remembering the more
than seven million victims
of the “Holodomor”
genocide of 1932-33 in
Ukraine.

May the memory
of the victims of the
“Holodomor” genocide
be eternal.

+Constantine
Metropolitan of the
Ukrainian Orthodox
Church in the USA

+Jurij
Metropolitan of the
Ukrainian Orthodox
Church in Canada

+Archbishop Antony
+Bishop Ilarion
+Bishop Andriy
+Bishop Daniel

+Stefan
Metropolitan of the
Ukrainian Catholic
Church in the USA

+Lawrence
Metropolitan of the
Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Canada

+Bishop Richard
+Bishop Stephen

+Bishop Paul
+Bishop David

+Bishop Kenneth
+Bishop Bryan
+Bishop John

Given November, 2010.



Purchase Your  

Walk Against Genocide T-Shirts Today! 

 

   
 

The T-shirts come in Adult sizes S, L and XL 
and cost $10 each  (plus $2 S&A).  

 
To purchase, send check or money order to: 

 UCCA NYC,  

203 2nd Avenue 

New York, NY 10003 

 

T-shirts are tax deductible and sponsored by Self Reliance NY 

FCU, with all proceeds going to the building of the Holodomor 

monument in Washington, DC. 

 
For more information about Ukraine’s Genocide,  

please log on to: www.ukrainiangenocide.org 
 

Sponsored by the UCCA New York City Branch on behalf of the 

National Committee to Commemorate Ukraine’s Genocide of 1932-1933 
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SUPPORT THE BUILDING OF A 

HOLODOMOR MEMORIAL IN 

WASHINGTON DC! 
PURCHASE YOUR 

REMEMBRANCE 

WRISTBAND 

TO HONOR THE  

10 MILLION INNOCENT VICTIMS  

OF THE 
UKRAINIAN GENOCIDE 

OF 1932-1933 

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Black on black wristbands also available for  

$2 each 

 

Orders can be placed by sending a check or money order to the 

UCCA National Office, 203 2nd Avenue, New York, NY 10003 

$3/EACH 

ALL PROCEEDS DONATED 

TO THE FAMINE MEMORIAL 

& EVENTS DEDICATED TO 

COMMEMORATING THE HOLODOMOR 
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Pa. South Anthracite Deanery
Christmas Confession Schedule

Monday, Nov. 29 St. Michael-Frackville
St. Mary-Middleport
Transfiguration of Our Lord-Shamokin

Tuesday, Nov. 30 St. Nicholas-Minersville
St. Michael-Shenandoah

Wednesday, Dec. 1 St. Mary-McAdoo
                                Ss. Peter & Paul-Mt. Carmel

St. Michael-Hazleton

Thurs. Dec. 2 St. Mary-Centralia
St. Nicholas-St. Clair
St. Mary-Marion Heights
St. John-Maizeville

During Philip’s Fast, the priests of
the South Anthracite Deanery visit
neighboring churches to offer the
Holy Mystery of Penance.  It
provides an excellent opportunity
for the faithful to receive the Holy
Mystery of Reconciliation as they
spir i tual ly prepare for the
celebration of the Feast of the
Nativity of Our Lord.

The following is the visiting priests’
confession schedule for the parishes
of the South Anthracite Deanery.
Confessions will be heard on the
listed dates from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.



St. Josaphat Ukrainian

Catholic Church

4521 Longshore Ave.,

Philadelphia, PA 19135

at

Come and join us for

the Generations of Faith sessions on:

Sundays, October 10, November 28, and

December 19

following the 10 a.m. Divine Liturgy.

Generations of Faith (GOF) is:

· Bringing together all generations in lifelong learning

· Experiencing the joy of the liturgical year

· Understanding the Byzantine Tradition

· Learning the true meanings of the Church feasts through each

month and season

· Viewing icons through a wondrous new prism

For more information please contact:

Rev. Ihor Bloshchynskyy, Parish Administrator

 at: 215-332-8488  or

Mrs. Lola Dubenko, GOF Coordinator

at: 215 -673-0624

We kindly ask you to enroll for each session

at least TWO WEEKS in advance.
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      The Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine  

     of the Holy Family 

        welcomes you to the  

     * Annual Christmas Bazaar * 

                November 20

th

 and 21

st

 2010 

10:00 am  4:00 pm Saturday 

10:00 am  4:00 pm Sunday 

 
 

Fabulous Ukrainian       Traditional Ukrainian treats 

and other               food, crafts, gifts, sweets!         

and pysanka kits! 

 

Entertainment!      U.S. Park Police Horse!  

Fine Ukrainian 

Collectable Books! Icons and Other     

 Religious Religious Artifacts! 

 
 

Enjoy a delicious Ukrainian lunch while you browse for books, music, 

specialty items, and more!  We will be serving traditional borscht, varenyky, 

holubtsi, and kovbasa  all for a reasonable price  piroghy to take home! 

 

4250 Harewood Road, NE 

Washington, DC  20017 

202-526-3737 

 

Accessible from the Brookland-CUA Metro Stop 

Half-Price Meals for Students Who Show a Valid ID 

Wheelchair Accessible 

 

Slava Isusu Khrystu!              Slava na Viky! 

St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Catholic Parish 

and 

Reverend Roman Pitula 

cordially invite you 

to celebrate the 
 

SixtieSixtieth Anniversary of  

St. Michael thSt. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian CUkrainian Catholic Parish 
 

on Sunday 

December 5th, 2010 
 

AA Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 

of Thanksgiving 

will be celebrated by 

His Grace the Most Rev. Stefan Soroka 

at 12:00 PM 
 

at St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Catholic Church 

1700 Brooks Boulevard, Hillsborough, NJ 

 

The Jubilee Banquet and Program 

will follow at 2:00 P.M. in the Church Hall. 

 

For more information please contact: 

Mrs. Anna Wasko at 908-359-0971 or 

Fr. Roman Pitula at 908-725-5089 
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We look forward to an especially active and enjoyable 2010 Christmas Holiday Season.
We hope you can partake in one or many of our planned seasonal events.

This Christmas Season we have scheduled the following events:

1.  Christmas Holiday Food Drive

*        We are once again collecting non-perishable food items for our neighbors in need.
*        Begins November 1st
*        Ends on Sunday, December 14th.  Please bring your donations to the church on Sundays
between 10:30 am. and noon.  Please call the rectory if you wish to bring your donation at another
time.

2.  Christmas Kielbasa Ring/Artisan Bread Sale

*        Still only $10.00 per ring; $4.00 per loaf
*        Starting - Monday, November 1st
*        Last Orders - Wednesday,  December 1st
*        Pickup Sunday, December 5th at noon.
*        To order please call Kathy at (610) 328-4731

3.  Holiday Pierogi Sale

*        Only $8.00 per dozen or 2 dozen for $15.00
*        Starting - Monday, November 1st
*        Last Orders - Monday, November 15th
*        Pickup Sunday, November 21st at noon.
*        To order please call Kathy at (610) 328-4731

4.  Traditional Slavic Christmas Luncheon

*        Sunday, December 12th at noon
*        $15.00 per adult; $7:00 children ages 12 thru 17
*        Featuring Kielbasa/Sauerkraut; Pierogies and Holubtsi (Stuffed Cabbage)
*        Due to the popularity of this event, we ask you to reserve your tickets by Monday, December
6th by calling Kathy at (610) 328-4731

Once again we thank you for your continued support and we wish you all of God’s blessings this
Christmas Season!  Please do not hesitate to contact us if you ever need any further information.

Please don’t forget, all are welcome to
Ss. Peter & Paul Divine Liturgy every Sunday morning at 11:00 am.

Looking forward to seeing and serving you at Saints Peter and Paul!

News/Events from Clifton Heights, PA

Ss. Peter & Paul
Ukrainian Catholic Church,

100 South Penn Street,
Clifton Heights, PA
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Health care reform.
Abortion. Adoption. Gay
marriage. Education.

These are among top
issues tracked by the
Pennsylvania Catholic
Conference (PCC) in the
2009-2010 legislative
session. What happened
and where do we go
from here?

Health Care

In March 2010, the U.S.
Congress passed the
Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act. Life-
affirming health care for
all has long been a
concern of the United
States Conference of
Cathol ic Bishops
(USCCB). Despite this
consistent advocacy, the
law was passed without
adequate statutory
restrictions on using
federal tax dollars to pay
for abortion coverage,
fairness for legal
immigrants or sufficient
conscience protection for
health care providers.

In the new session, it is
likely that legislation will

PCC - November Article

be introduced in Congress
to address these concerns.
The PCC wil l pursue
legis lat ion to restr ict
abortion coverage in the
state’s implementation of
the insurance exchanges.

Social Concerns

New procedures for
voluntary open adoption
agreements were signed
into law. It is easier now
for a prospective adoptive
parent to enter into a
voluntary agreement with
the birth relative of a child
to permit continued contact
i f desired. Adoption
professionals see this as a
positive change that may
encourage more women
to consider adoption when
faced with an unplanned
pregnancy.

The Pennsylvania Marriage
Protection Amendment
was not successful during
this term, but major cases
addressing marriage in
other states are working
their way through the
courts. There may be new
opportunities to pursue the
marriage amendment in
the next legislative session,

Pennsylvania Catholic Conference: End of Session Review
By A.B. Hill

giving Pennsylvanians the
chance to define marriage
as the union of one man
and one woman in the
state constitution.

Catholic Education

In 2009, the successful
Educational Improvement
Tax Credit (EITC) program
was cut $15 million with a
promise to cut another $10
million in 2010. Thousands
of students lost their
scholarships to Catholic
schools.

But, thanks to the
dedicated effort of the
Advocates for Catholic
Education and others, the
scheduled cut in 2010 was
prevented. Legislative
leaders realized that
further cuts would be
problematic for many
families across the state so
they retained the $60
million for EITC.

The budget cuts in 2010
were averted, but
predictions point to even
greater economic
challenges in the new
legislative session. PCC
and the Advocates for

Catholic Education in
Pennsylvania will need to
keep up the effort to
promote EITC.

Furthermore, many
candidates in this election
voiced support for school
choice. Helping parents
access the best education
for their children will be
another top priority.

The 2010-2011
Legislative Session

The recent elect ion
dramatically changed the
pol i t ical landscape
present ing new
opportunities and new
challenges. More than
ever, concerned Catholics
need to participate in the
public debate. The PCC
and the Pennsylvania
Cathol ic Advocacy
Network have a lot of
work to do in the new
year. We need everyone
to get involved. Log on
to www.pacatholic.org to
sign up for the network
and learn more about the
Catholic perspective on
important political issues.

Experienced communications professional needed to help advance PCC’s mission to foster a public
understanding of the Catholic perspective on public affairs at the State Capitol in Harrisburg and beyond.
Should have strong knowledge of public relations, grassroots advocacy, media relations, writing and
research. Send cover letter and resume by December 23, 2010, to: PA Catholic Conference, PO Box
2835, Harrisburg, PA 17105 or info@pacatholic.org.

Pennsylvania Catholic Conference Job Opening
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October 2010 turned out
to be a very busy month
for Tucson’s St. Michael
Parish. October 1st and
2nd saw the parish
participating actively in
Tucson’s Slavic Festival with
a parish booth for the first
time. The festival, which has
been organized for many
years by St. Melany
Byzantine Ruthenian Parish,
brings together various
Slavic groups, from Poles
to Czechs, to Bulgarians
to Ukrainians and Russians.
In addition to staples of
Slavic food, crowds come
for the varius dance
groups and orchestras that
provide entertainment.  For
a number of years, Mr.
Zenon Korytko has been
displaying his Hutsul style
Ukrainian woodcarving.
But this year he was joined
by a large turnout of
fellow parishioners who
brought with them baked
goods, Pysanky, Christmas
ornaments and a raffle as
wel l as promotional
materials about St .
Michael’s and the
Ukrainian Catholic Church
and Ukrainians in general.

The effort was coordinated
by Peter W. Fesz, who
also explained the art of
Pysanka-making to visitors
who dropped by in
droves.  The baked goods
supplied by the good
ladies of Sts. Mary and
Martha Sisterhood were a
big hit with festival goers.

St. Michael Parish in Tucson, AZ Steps Out at Two Festivals

Mr. Korytko’s woodcarving
earned much admiration.
Fr. Andriy Chirovsky
prepared a new flyer with
critical information for
potential visitors (and
hopefully some future
members) of the parish.

The effort has already paid
off in terms of some new
parishioners, who had
either never heard of the
parish before or had lost
touch with it over the years.
A number of people
stopped at the booth to
try out the few words of
Ukrainian that they knew,
identifying themselves as
being of partial Ukrainian
extraction, and thrilled to
find out that there is indeed
a Ukrainian parish in
Tucson.  One exchange
student from Ukraine
stopped by and was
amazed that American
born Ukrainians speak
Ukrainian so well. It was
her first encounter with
diaspora Ukrainians.

After two exhausting yet
hope-inspiring days the
many parishioners who
stopped by the booth to
offer moral support came
to the conclusion that this
parish booth at the Slavic
Festival needs to be an
annual event.  Some $800
was earned, but an
enormous amount of
good will was created and
the parish hopes that such
positive exposure will lead
to growth.

The following weekend Mr.
Zenon Korytko and the
Peter W. Fesz family were
back in the heat at another
outdoor festival, the 35th
Annual Tucson Meet
Yourself festival, which
brings tens of thousands
of visitors out to sample
ethnic foods of all kinds
while imbibing a wide
variety of cultures from all
over the world in the form
of music, dance and ethnic
crafts.   Sporting a large
sign identifying their two
tables as St. Michael
Ukrainian Catholic Church,
Mr. Korytko demonstrated
his woodcarving art, while
Peter and Nga Fesz, aong
with their children Peter
and Nadia, helped many
children to try their hand
at Pysanka making.  Fr.
Andriy Chirovsky explained
the Christian and cultural
significance of the items
displayed and distributed

flyers about the parish to
interested visitors.

These two events did not
sap all of the energy from
this t ight ly knit and
energetic little parish.
Immediately afterward,
many parishioners under
the co-chairmanship of
Mrs. Nadya Dworian and
Mrs. Halia Chirovsky
immediately got to work
on a two day parish
rummage sale which is
both a fundraiser and an
opportunity for outreach.

*Snow birds who plan to
spend the winter in Arizona
will be pleased to find a
vibrant Ukrainian Catholic
parish in Tucson.  See the
parish website at
www.stmichaeltucson.org
for more information. *

Story by Atanasiy Holub
Photo by George Terleckyj

Parishioners of St. Michael Parish in Tucson doing
both fundraising and outreach at Tucson’s Slavic
Festival, October 2, 2010.  Ïàðàô³ÿíè Öåðêâè ñâ.
Ìèõà³ëà â Òóñîí³, Àð³çîíà ï³ä ÷àñ ñëîâÿíñüêîãî
ôåñòèâàëþ, 2-ãî æîâòíÿ, 2010 ð.Á.
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20th Anniversary of the Code of Canon Law for
Eastern Churches Held

On October 8th-9th, 2010, the
Pontifical Council for Legislative
Texts held a conference
commemorating the 20th

anniversary of the promulgation
of the Code of Canons of the
Eastern Churches (CCEO) in Rome,
Italy.

Over 400 attendees participated
from all corners of the world. The
conference was divided into three
main areas: the story of the writing
of the Code, the particular
legislation of each Particular
Church sui iuris and the prospect
for Ecumenism.

Of particular concern for the
Ukrainian Church was the
presentation by Rev. Teodor Taras
Martynyuk and the progress made
by the Ukrainian Church in
enacting its own particular law. In
comparison to the other Churches,
much has been done to ensure
the life of our Church.

On Saturday, October 9th, Dimitri
Volovnikov, an official from the
Embassy of Ukraine in Rome gave
a presentation comparing and
contrasting Orthodox canon law
and the CCEO.

The conference ended with an audience with His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI at the Clementine Hall in
the Vatican Palace. In His Holiness’ talk, he stressed that the CCEO is to be used to ensure the life of
each Church sui uiris in its traditions, liturgical life, customs and patrimony. One may read the text of his
speech at the Vatican website: www.vatican.va. The talk is available at the address: www.vatican.va/
holy_father/benedict_xvi/speeches/2010/october/documents/hf_bene-xvi_spe_20101009_testi-
legislativi_en.html

Photo: An audience with
His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI

at Clementine Hall on
Saturday, October 9, 2010

 (Photo by Msgr. Peter Waslo.)
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Holy Ghost Church, Chester, PA

During a “Prosphora Baking
Workshop” Fr. John Ciurpita presents
a collection of various seals used in
preparing the Prosphora.

Participants take turns kneading the
dough, as they learn the process of
preparation and baking of the
Prosphora. (Left to right Sarah
Blonarowycz, Tristan Blonarowycz,
Gideon Cline)

Gideon Cline, al tar
server, adds ingredients
as the class begins the
process of mixing dough
for the Prosphora.

After the dough is rolled and cut,
Workshop participants take turns
applying the seal, as they learn the
steps used in preparation of the
Prosphora. (Left to right Sarah
Blonarowycz, Tristan Blonarowycz,
Gideon Cline).

Saturday, October 16, 2010 a Liturgical workshop was held for
the youth of the parish.  During this “Prosphora Baking Workshop”
Fr. John Ciurpita, Pastor, held a class to teach the making of
Prosphora and Artos.  A collection of various seals was presented.
The seal used in preparing the Prosphora, the bread offered
during Divine Liturgy which is consecrated for Holy Eucharist,
and the various seals used for
the Artos were discussed.

The youth then experienced
first-hand the process as they
prepared, sealed and baked
the leavened bread. The youth
and their parents
enthusiastically embraced this
experience, as they continue
to grow in knowledge of the
Ukrainian Byzantine Church.
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2010 ARCHEPARCHY OF PHILADELPHIA STATISTICS 
(Figures ending 30 September, 2010) 

 
Clergy      Mysteries 

Archbishop   1     Infant Baptisms  209 
Retired Archbishop  1    Minor Baptisms  2 
Archeparchial Priests  40    Adult Baptisms  4 
Retired Priests  10     Received into Full Communion  37 
Total  50      Confirmations  219 
Religious Priests 4          Communions  244 
Total Priests  60     Marriages  77 
External Priests  6     Catholic  55 
Priest Ordination  1     Interfaith  22 
Permanent Deacons  7    Deaths  479    
Sisters 48      Total Population  14,826 
     
Parishes 

Parishes  66 
Staffed by Archeparchial Clergy  43 
Staffed by Religious Clergy  1 
Without Resident Pastor  22 
Total Parishes  66 
Professional Ministry: 
Sisters  33 
Lay Ministers  2 
Social 

Homes for the Aged  2 
Number assisted  280 
Education 

Seminary  1 
Students from Archeparchy  1 
Students from other Eparchies 4 
Student in other seminary  1 
Total Seminarians 2 
College 1 
Students  952 
High School, Private  1 
Students  365 
Elementary Schools  4 
Students  663 
Religious Education Programs 
High School Students  82 
Elementary Students  527 
Teachers (Full Time) 
Priest  1 
Sisters  11 
Lay Teachers  78 
 
This information does not include the following parishes: Chester, Clifton Heights, 
Hazelton, McAdoo, Manassas, Middleport, Millville, Sayre, Silver Spring & 
Richmond 
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CANTORS WORKSHOP: Lansdale

 Submitted by  Rev. Archpriest Daniel Troyan

(Continued on next page)

Professor Joseph Roll, and
15 participants, joined
together the weekend of
November 5-7, 2010 to
study the Requiem Services
for our Ukrainian Catholic
Church.

Professor Roll began the
introduction by saying:” Do
we need a whole weekend
to learn to sing
“Panachyda??” The truth
of the weekend spoke
volumes more of the
richness and beauty of our
Services for the Deceased
in our Ukrainian Catholic
tradition.  In recent history
the Divine Liturgy alone
has sometimes replaced
the proper services for the
deceased: the Parastas
or Great Panachyda ,
The Hymns of St.
John Damascene, the
40 th Day
Commemoration.

(front row: left to right): Margaret Klos, Edward Patch Sr, Bernadette
Nush, Lesia Leskiw, Nancy Claflin,Jerome Mykietyn, Lesia Penkalskyj, Theresa
Filipi, (back row: left to right):  Bohdana Yaroshevych, Eugenia Korlatowych,
Peter Nush, Archpriest Daniel Troyan, Professor Joseph Roll, Lisa Oprysk,
Peter Letenauchyn, Arni Filipi, (missing from photo): Ihor Mirchuk.

Professor Roll started the workshop, as he does all his Liturgical Music workshops, with a history of the service
being studied: it’s origins, the structure of the service, it’s relation to the gospel & the community; it’s musical
roots and it’s proper place in our Liturgical life. Many times for the sake of brevity, services are shortened, and
the power and beauty of our church traditions are diminished.   The message of the service becomes obscured
by not being allowed to fulfill it’s proper intent: it’s like removing parts of symphony or a gospel passage and
expecting to obtain the same inspiration and benefit.  Sadly we often hear that people feel that the deceased
are not properly honored when the Divine Liturgy is not celebrated at a funeral; for example, during the time
of the Great Fast, when daily Divine Liturgies are not celebrated.  However we truly don’t honor their memory
or the memory of our ancestors, when we allow our Ukrainian Catholic traditions to disappear.

The Requiem services at a funeral, when properly celebrated, address our human grieving & loss, they speak
of our relationship with God, they speak of our hope and our joy in the midst of our sorrow and comfort us
by allowing us time to mourn but always holding our faith up for us see as our journey from God to God.
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CANTORS WORKSHOP: Lansdale
(continued from previous page)

The workshop participants were able to study the
eight Samohlasny Tones, the Three Stasis
(Stations), The Canon, the Hymns of John
Damascene & the Hymns of Final Farewell, as well
as  alternate music for Requiem Divine Liturgies
taken with Parastas.

The weekend workshop becomes a retreat
experience, with the spiritual needs of the attendees
and the instructors supported through mutual
conversation, prayer and personal interaction. On
Sunday, the Divine Liturgy and a formal Parastas
was celebrated in Ukrainian and English, at the
parish church of the Presentation of our Lord, who
hosted the weekend in their church facility.

We thank Professor Roll who continues to present our Liturgical music
with such depth, enthusiasm and professionalism.  May God grant him
many more healthy happy years in His service!

Attendees:
Ihor Mirchuk, Nancy Claflin, Lesia Leskiw : St. Anne’s Warrington
Bohdana Yaroshevych, Marget Klos: Presentation, Lansdale
Jerome Mykietyn, St. Nicholas, Passaic
Peter & Bernadette Nush, Edward Patch, St. John’s Northampton
Lisa Oprysk, Cathedral, Philadelphia
Lesia Penkalskyj, Annunciation BVM, Melrose Park,
Peter Letenauchyn, St. Mary’s Bristol
Arni & Theresa Filipi, Holy Ghost, South Deerfield MA
Eugenia Korlatowych, St. Josaphat’s, Parma Ohio
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METROPOLITAN STEFAN’S REFLECTION
ON THE COMBINED CLERGY RETREAT

“Simply ministers through whom you became believers,
each of them doing only what the Lord assigned him.”

              (1 Corinthians 3:5)

One hundred and
sixty clergy of the Ukrainian
Catholic Church in the
United States of America
gathered in September,
2010 for a retreat.
Bishops, priests and
deacons of al l four
eparchies meditated on the
inspired messages offered
by the Most Rev.
Sviatoslav Shevchuk,
bishop of the Ukrainian
Catholic Eparchy of Argentina.  We prayed together.  We socialized together.  God’s ministers gathered
together so that we might come to recognize the gifts given to us by the Holy spirit.  We were called together
to , as St. Paul States, to interpret things in spiritual terms. (1 Cor. 3:13)

An annual retreat is gladly anticipated and needed by all bishops and clergy.  Its
importance is emphasized by an expectation in canon law of all clergy to participate.
This clergy retreat was of particular importance because it gathered clergy and their
bishops from the entire Ukrainian Catholic Church in the USA.  It allowed for the
building of a necessary bond of fraternity and the enhancement of our identity as a
Ukrainian Catholic Church in the USA.  I offer my heartfelt gratitude to all of the clergy
who participated, not allowing for greater personal sacrifices to hinder your attendance.
Special gratitude is offered to by brother bishops for your understanding and support
for the need of our coming together more often as one mystical body.

Such a combined clergy retreat necessarily involves substantial extra costs,
particularly for a facility to accommodate the greater number of clergy.  We are
indebted to the following for their generous response to our appeal to assist:

Providence Association of Ukrainian Catholics in America ($10,500)
Ukrainian Self-Reliance Federal Credit Union of Philadelphia ($6,000)
The Heritage Foundation of 1st Security Federal Savings Bank, Inc. ($6,000)
League of Ukrainian Catholics of America – National Board ($1,000)
League of Ukrainian Catholics of America – Niagara Frontier ($500)
League of Ukraine Catholics of America - North Anthracite ($500)
League of Ukrainian Catholics of America – Western Pennsylvania ($500)
Ukrainian National Federal Credit Union of New York (($1,000)
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church – Passaic, NJ ($500)

(Continued on next page)

Most Rev.
Sviatoslav
Shevchuk

Photo: Msgr. Roman Golemba
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The Providence Association of America generously donated $10,500 towards the
successful combined clergy spiritual retreat for the Ukrainian Catholic clergy of all four
eparchies in the USA, held in September, 2010.  (Photo: Teresa Siwak)

Some gifts were sent directly to parishes, also.
Know that our special prayers of gratitude were offered
for all of our special benefactors.  You have generously
assisted our clergy to better prepare themselves to do
what the Lord assigns them to do.  God bless our richly
special benefactors in ways only He can!

Please offer your words of support and
encouragement to the clergy serving you, as they attempt
to minister to your spiritual needs and for your salvation.
Each has particular and unique gifts to share.  Pray with
them and for them.

We especially offer prayers of gratitude for the giftedness and spiritual wisdom shared with our clergy
by our retreat master, Bishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk.  He is a gift to our Church, energetically fulfilling that which
the Lord assigns him.  We are grateful for his readiness to provide the retreat and for his personal sacrifices
to provide it.  God bless him richly in ways only He can!

The bishops of the Ukrainian Catholic eparchies in the USA are committed to the continued building
up of our fraternal bonds as clergy of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in the USA.  It is hoped that a clergy
conference on relevant themes will be the next gathering of clergy of all four eparchies in three to five years
time.  Please pray for success in these endeavors.

METROPOLITAN STEFAN’S REFLECTION
ON THE COMBINED CLERGY RETREAT

(continued from previous page)
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Benefit Concert Helps Ukrainian Orphanage Fund
By: Olga Kuchar Anderson

Troy Music Hall rocked –
literally – on October 23
as violin virtuoso Vasyl
Popadiuk and Ukrainian
dancers from the area
took an audience of nearly
500 on a memorable
whirlwind musical journey.
The audience was hard
pressed to sit still through
the rousing Gypsy World
Fusion pieces that mark
Popadiuk’s unique style or
through the energetic and
folksy dances of the youth
dance group Zorepad.

The event was a show of
support for the work of
Sister Mary Bernarda
Arkatin, OSBM,
sometimes referred to as
Ukraine’s own “Mother
Theresa”.  For 18 years,
Sr. Bernarda has spent the
summer months visiting
orphanages, cl inics,
hospitals, homeless shelters
and private homes with
invalid children from one
end of Ukraine to the other
bringing with her gifts of
food, clothing and most
importantly, the gift of
caring.   Hearing of her
good work, the
parishioners of three
Ukrainian churches in the
greater Albany area joined
together to help her with
her mission by supporting
this wonderful concert of
music and dance.  “The
fundraiser was a huge
success and will enable Sr.
Bernarda to continue her

healing mission,” said Rev.
Mikhail Myshchuk, Pastor
of St. Nicholas Ukrainian
Cathol ic Church in
Watervliet, N.Y., who
spearheaded the
community-wide effort on
behalf of Sr. Bernarda.

Popadiuk hai ls from
Ukraine and now calls
Canada home.  Trained
at the Tchaikovsky
National Academy of
Music in Kiev, Popadiuk
received the Artist of
Ukraine Award in 2009
from then President Victor
Yuschenko.  He has
dazzled audiences around
the world and has been
referred to as a modern
Pagnini for his technical
brilliance.   Popadiuk’s
repertoire ranged from the
jazzy composit ion
“Sundance” by Al
DiMeola, to the popular
and sentimental “Dark
Eyes”, by Ukrainian
composer Evhen

Hrebinka, to the wild
gypsy-themed “Carpathian
Hoedown” to the romantic
theme from “Romeo and
Juliet”.  Playing to a
recording by his multi-
talented band known as
Papa Duke, the musical
interludes provided a
range of offer ings
appealing to young and
old alike.  The passion and
exhilaration that Popadiuk
conveys through his music
was infect ious and
brought the audience to
its feet in a fitting tribute.

Zorepad, meaning
Shooting Star, was
established in 1976 in
Troy, NY by the legendary
prima ballerina Roma
Pryma Bohachevsky.
Zorepad now thrives under
the artistic direction of Peter
and Adrienne Fil, and
managed by ensemble
president Lydia Kulbida,
who hosted the evening
at the Music Hall.  From

the very youngest
performers, to the more
experienced teen dancers,
Zorepad enchanted all
with their depictions of
Ukrainian life and culture.
Starting with the traditional
Welcome or “Pryvit” to the
“Hopak” and “Hutsulka”
the audience was wowed
with the colorful costumes
and traditions of distinct
regions in Ukraine and the
singular enthusiasm of the
performers.

Ms. Lydia Kulbida, news
anchor for WTEN Channel
10 in Albany and member
of St. Nicholas Ukrainian
Orthodox Church in Troy,
NY, warmly welcomed Sr.
Bernarda to the stage
after the intermission.
Focusing on the “children
to children” aspect of the
fundraiser, Ms. Kulbida
thanked Sr. Bernarda for
offering, by her example,

(continued on next page)



a lesson in the gift of
giving, restating the apt
dictum that “Living is
measured by what you
get, but life is measured
by what you give.” Indeed,
the diminutive, soft spoken
Sister Bernarda has given
much and took a few
moments to thank the
performers and audience
alike for their generous gifts
of time and money in
support of orphans
throughout Ukraine.   She
recalled the small joys of
giving children their first
balloons or kites, as well
as the deeply gratifying
experience of helping a
child hear his mother’s

voice for the first time with
the use of a donated
hearing aid.  Sr. Bernarda
reassured everyone that
her work will continue with
their support.

The following day Sister
Bernarda attended Divine
Liturgy at Sts. Peter and
Paul Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Cohoes, NY,
where Rev. Vladimir
Marusceac warmly
welcomed her and offered
his praise for her
dedication to the children
of Ukraine.  After a
resounding chorus of
“Mnohaya Li ta”, Sr.
Bernarda met with

parishioners
and thanked
them for
their support,
e spec ia l l y
Anna Pawliw
M a r i a n i ,
w h o
organ i zed
the benefit.

Donations can still made
to benefi t Ukraine’s
orphans.  Readers may
contact Sister Mary
Bernarda Arkatin  by
writing to  30 E. Seventh
Street, New York, NY
10003.  A tax exempt
letter will be sent for each
donation.

Benefit Concert Helps Ukrainian Orphanage Fund
(continued from previous page)

For that special evening, it
can truly be said that
“Music speaks what
cannot be expressed,
soothes the mind and
gives it rest, heals the heart
and makes it whole, flows
from heaven to the soul.”

Bishop Paul Chomnycky, OSBM of Stamford, Bishop John Bura of Parma, Bishop-Emeritus Basil Losten,
and Metropolitan Stefan Soroka are assisted by two children in a tree-planting ceremony on the
grounds of a the Nativity of the Mother of God Parish in a suburb of L’viv called Syxiv, Ukraine.

Newly-planted tree dedicated to
Ukrainian immigrants to the United States.
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METROPOLITAN STEFAN SOROKA’S
THANKSGIVING MESSAGE

Thanksgiving is a very special celebration which places great importance on our relationship
with God and with our loved ones.  It is an opportunity which naturally invites us to focus on the
quality of these relationships.  At the heart of these relationships is our coming to appreciate the
giftedness of our journey with God and with our loved ones.  Should we not challenge ourselves to
give greater priority to express our
heartfelt thanksgiving to God and to
loved ones?

How will you and I celebrate this
Thanksgiving?  For a start, a visit with
Jesus Christ in His holy Church would
center the meaning of our life and all its
daily activities in the author of all creation.
Choose to gather with your parish family
at your parish for the Thanksgiving Divine
Liturgy and thank God for the many
gifts bestowed upon you, known and
unknown to you.  Consider being more
generous in sharing your gifts and
resources for the benefit of the parish
and its programs.

You will gather with family and friends for a Thanksgiving feast.  Is there someone you could
personally include in your invitation list, or to accompany you to a family gathering?  Is there
someone with whom you could extend the joy of the holiday?  The saintly Mother Teresa of Calcutta
often said that we in the western world suffer from much greater poverty than people in the poorest
countries – poverty of loneliness.

Challenge yourself to really express gratitude with your loved ones.  Get past your natural
inclination to avoid expressing the ‘mushy’ sentiments with those closest to you.  Don’t assume they
should or already know of your feelings for them.  A spirit of thanksgiving is not present when it is
not expressed.  Celebrate it boldly with your heartfelt ‘I love you’!  Tell your loved ones that they
are special to you, and show how they are important to you!  Generously forgive where necessary,
and choose to live a grateful and joyful life.

Now that you and I have resolved to go broke with our personalities in celebrating gratitude,
know that God loves you and rejoices at your choice to be fully grateful.  GOD BLESS YOU and
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

November, 2010
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

St. Anne Ukrainian
Catholic Church

1545 Easton Road
Warrington, PA 18976

ANNUAL COOKIE WALK -
December 11 - doors open at 9am
until all cookies are sold.  40
varieties of delicious homemade
cookies for sale.  $9/lb.  Too tired
or busy this year?  Come and buy them for the
holidays!  More info?  Karen 215-343-4310 or
our website:  www.stanneukrainiancc.com

November 14, 2010:  Holiday Bazaar and Gift
Auction, Assumption Catholic School Auditorium,
Meredith & Jacques Streets, Perth Amboy, New
Jersey. 11:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.,
assumptioncatholicschool.net

November 20, 2010: 77th Anniversary of
Ukraine’s Genocide. St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NY,
2PM

November 21, 2010: Opening Divine Liturgy
and Reception, Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the
Great, Centennial Celebration (for invited guests
only)

November 21, 2010:  Cathedral Christmas
Bazaar (Franklin & Brown St, Philadelphia, PA)

December 4, 2010:  Christmas Bazaar at the
Nativity of BVM Church (630 Laurel Street, Reading
PA) from 12 to 4PM. Baked bread, rolls, pyrohy,
holubtsi, halushki, soups, cakes & pastry, art & crafts,
raffle and more. For more info, please call
610.376.0586 or e-mail nativitybvmucc@catholic.org.

January 14, 2011:  Malanka (Dance), St. Vladimir
Parish Center, 428 N. Seventh Ave, Scranton, PA.
For information call Paul at 570-563-2275

March 26, 2011: Archeparchial Women’s Day

“The Way” wishes all our readers a
Happy Thanksgiving!

The next issue of “The Way” will be December  5.
Visit our Website and Blog for any news during the Break.

www.ukrarcheparchy.us
www.thewayukrainian.blogspot.com


